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KJV – Genesis 28:1-22 

 

“Jacob Goes to Beth-El” 

     Jacob has deceitfully obtained the birthright and the blessing. Now his brother Esau’s hatred is 
kindled toward him and Rebekah seeks to send him away to her brother Laban’s house. Anxious for 
the safety of her son, Rebekah was able to easily convince Isaac to send Jacob away so that he would 
not follow in the footsteps of his brother and marry a Canaanite wife. She wanted him to depart 
back to their homeland among their kinsman to seek his bride, just as Rebekah had been sought by 
Abraham’s eldest servant for Isaac. In this case Jacob would do his own seeking because of the 
threat to his life. 
 
     When Isaac called Jacob in he must have thought he was in a great deal of trouble. He had 
blatantly lied to his father, disrespectfully deceived him. He had lied about himself and about God. 
He was very well aware that he could have been cursed by his father for his actions. This must have 
been a tremendous relief to Jacob when his father finished the blessing.  

Genesis 28:1-4 

1 And Isaac called Jacob, and blessed him, and charged him, and said unto him, Thou shalt not take a 
wife of the daughters of Canaan. 

2 Arise, go to Padanaram, to the house of Bethuel thy mother's father; and take thee a wife from thence 
of the daughers of Laban thy mother's brother. 

3 And God Almighty bless thee, and make thee fruitful, and multiply thee, that thou mayest be a 
multitude of people; 

4 And give thee the blessing of Abraham, to thee, and to thy seed with thee; that thou mayest inherit 
the land wherein thou art a stranger, which God gave unto Abraham. 

     Isaac gave Jacob charge, which in the Hebrew means that he gave him a command in the sense of 
an appointed commission or an appointed assignment. His specific charge is not to marry from the 
Canaanite women, but to go back to Padam-aram to his mother’s brother’s house. 

Genesis 28:5 

5 And Isaac sent away Jacob: and he went to Padanaram unto Laban, son of Bethuel the Syrian, the 
brother of Rebekah, Jacob's and Esau's mother. 

     This blessing unveiled where Isaac had arrived in his thinking toward these two boys. He had 
come to fully accept and understand that the divine blessings would go through Jacob, to whom the  
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Abrahamic Covenant promises of posterity and land also applied to Jacob. This was quite the 
opposite of Isaac’s original thinking and understanding. The lack of land possession at that time is 
described by the phrase in verse four as: the land wherein thou art a stranger, which God gave unto 
Abraham, did not deter at all from the certainty of God’s promise. 

     Significantly, El Shaddai, God Almighty was the name that Isaac chose to employ when he blessed 
Jacob. It was the name of Sovereign Power with which God had identified Himself to Abraham in the 
reaffirmation of the covenant. 

Genesis 28:6-7 

6 When Esau saw that Isaac had blessed Jacob, and sent him away to Padanaram, to take him a wife 
from thence; and that as he blessed him he gave him a charge, saying, Thou shalt not take a wife of the 
daughers of Canaan; 

7 And that Jacob obeyed his father and his mother, and was gone to Padanaram; 

     Verse seven informs us that Jacob who was so far off track, is now back on track, for he obeyed 
father and his mother.  Jacob still has a lot to learn; however we must remember that those who 
have been chosen by God and purposed to obey God’s will, will be blessed and protected by God 
even after sinful failures. 

Genesis 28:8-9 

8 And Esau seeing that the daughters of Canaan pleased not Isaac his father; 

9 Then went Esau unto Ishmael, and took unto the wives which he had Mahalath the daughter of 
Ishmael Abraham's son, the sister of Nebajoth, to be his wife. 

     Esau is a man who reacts and makes decisions with emotions and not God’s revelation. He had 
purposely married Canaanite wives in rebellion and now he comes up with another rebellious plan 
to marry Ishmael’s daughter. Esau despised his own birthright, rejected God and hardened his own 
heart. Now his actions demonstrate his philosophy to do exactly the opposite of the counsel of his 
godly father and that of God. By marrying into the line of Ishmael he had actually increased iniquity 
by adding to his pagan wives from a family that God had rejected. 

Genesis 28:10-12 

10 And Jacob went out from Beersheba, and went toward Haran. 

11 And he lighted upon a certain place, and tarried there all night, because the sun was set; and he took 
of the stones of that place, and put them for his pillows, and lay down in that place to sleep. 

12 And he dreamed, and behold a ladder set up on the earth, and the top of it reached to heaven: and 
behold the angels of God ascending and descending on it. 
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     This certain place spoken of here is identified in verse 19 as Beth-El, which is about 50 miles 
north of Beersheba, and about six miles north of Jerusalem. There he spent the night in an open 
field.  

     What God is revealing to Jacob is that He is continually in touch with this world. Through His 
ministering angels there is constant contact with this lower world, which includes reports and 
protection for God’s elect. This is a graphic portrayal of God’s personal involvement in the affairs of 
all things, and here especially as they related to the divine covenant promises in Jacob’s life. This 
dream was to encourage the lonely traveler. God’s own appointed angelic messengers will oversee 
the carrying out of God’s will and ordained plan. 

Genesis 28:13-15      

13 And, behold, the LORD stood above it, and said, I am the LORD God of Abraham thy father, and the God 
of Isaac: the land whereon thou liest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed; 

14 And thy seed shall be as the dust of the earth, and thou shalt spread abroad to the west, and to the 
east, and to the north, and to the south: and in thee and in thy seed shall all the families of the earth be 
blessed. 

15 And, behold, I am with thee, and will keep thee in all places whither thou goest, and will bring thee 
again into this land; for I will not leave thee, until I have done that which I have spoken to thee of. 

     This ladder represented a stairway that could eventually take Jacob into God’s heaven. When 
Jesus Christ was here, He referred to this very event and connected it to Himself as being the means 
of entering heaven (John 1:51). Through Jacob would come the one called Jesus Christ, He and only 
He is the one who can take one to heaven. This is why it is important to remember what the LORD 
said in the Gospel of John; Before Abraham was, I am. 

Genesis 28:16 

16 And Jacob awaked out of his sleep, and he said, Surely the LORD is in this place; and I knew it not. 

     A most timely, comforting and assuring promise would remain engraved upon Jacob’s heart 
during his sojourning in Haran because of this experience. He saw God, the LORD of Glory; he has 
had the covenant confirmed and the promise of God to be with him and upon his life. He awoke 
from his sleep and proclaimed: Surely the LORD is in this place; and I knew it not. 

Genesis 28:17-19 

17 And he was afraid, and said, How dreadful is this place! this is none other but the house of God, and 
this is the gate of heaven. 

18 And Jacob rose up early in the morning, and took the stone that he had put for his pillows, and set it 
up for a pillar, and poured oil upon the top of it. 

19 And he called the name of that place Bethel: but the name of that city was called Luz at the first. 
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   In verse 17 we have an awesome reverence for God to the point of fear and trembling. In verse 18 
Jacob begins to worship and he then set the stones up for a pillar or an “altar.” Then we have the 
name change of the location of this place. For before it was known as Luz, but now Jacob has 
renamed it “Beth-El” Beth meaning house and El meaning God; which together is the house of God; 
Beth-El. 

Genesis 28:20-21 

20 And Jacob vowed a vow, saying, If God will be with me, and will keep me in this way that I go, and 
will give me bread to eat, and raiment to put on, 

21 So that I come again to my father's house in peace; then shall the LORD be my God: 

     Jacob is an old man but he is still a child. He is convinced but yet not totally committed; he still 
has a lot of growing up to do. His vow put limits upon God saying if God will, then I will.  

Genesis 28:22 

22 And this stone, which I have set for a pillar, shall be God's house: and of all that thou shalt give me I 
will surely give the tenth unto thee. 

     Jacob does vow to give one tenth of everything back to God. This idea of ten percent was in 
existence long before the Old Testament Law in the days of Moses as seen here with Jacob. However 
it did not start with Jacob, but his grandfather, Abraham.  

     Jacob’s attitude here is of someone who appears to be convinced but still not quite committed. He 
may have been bargaining with God, as if to buy His favor rather than purely true worship. For 
within the context he uses language such as: If God will be with me, and will keep me in this way that 
I go, and will give me bread to eat, and raiment to put on, so that I come again to my father's house in 
peace; then shall the LORD be my God. 

     We must understand that we are in no position to bargain with a Sovereign God. God’s will for 
our life cannot be thwarted by us, anyone one or anything. 

Isaiah 43:13 

13 Yea, before the day was I am he; and there is none that can deliver out of my hand: I will work, and 
who shall let it? 

     We must understand that God’s providential will will be carried out and there is no one or no 
thing that will stop or “let” withhold, stop or reverse His Sovereign decrees. 

Proverbs 19:21 

21 There are many devices in a man's heart; nevertheless the counsel of the LORD, that shall stand. 


