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The Gift 
The question is must answer every year is: What is Christmas about? It’s about a gift. A gift is 
something that someone gives to us or tries to give to us. But gifts can be received or not 
received. What if we don’t like the gift we receive at Christmas? 
 
The Visit of the Shepherds and a Savior (Luke 2:1-20) 
 
At Christmas, we celebrate the gift of a Savior. Christmas is very much about guilt and grace and 
gifts! Christmas is about bringing salvation to sinners through a Savior! 
 

“It’s only in the gospel, only in Christianity, that you see there’s good news for bad 
people. There’s hope for those that don’t respond well to the message, ‘Just be better. Just 
work harder.’ If you’re bad, Christmas cheer is for you.” – Jason Meyer 

 
For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our 
Lord. – Romans 6:23 

 
The Visit of the Magi and a King (Matthew 2:1-12) 
 
At Christmas, we celebrate the gift of a King (who fights for us to give us peace and rules to 
meet our needs). All the great stories are about fighting for what is worth fighting for. The 
Christmas story is about the fight to bring true peace to this earth through the Prince of Peace. 
 

For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; And the government will rest on 
His shoulders; And His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal 
Father, Prince of Peace. – Isaiah 9:6 

 
The Visit of Herod and a Slaughter (Matthew 2:13-23) 
 
But, as we said at the beginning, all gifts are not welcomed and received! Christmas exposes the 
opposition / rejection / dislike of the gift of a Savior and a King. Self-righteousness and Self-
determination are where the opposition comes from! 
 

 Book: Christmas in the Crosshairs: 2000 Years of Denouncing and Defending the 
World’s Most Celebrated Holiday by historian, Gerry Bowler 

 Christmas was not begun by pagans but was begun by the Church to combat Gnosticism 
in the 2nd century, which denied the real human nature of Christ. 



 The Church only opposed the secular perversions of the Christmas celebration that turned 
it into an opportunity for drunkenness and immorality (ie, as opposed by Augustine, the 
Reformers and the Puritans). 

 There is a war on Christmas and always will be because of the truth it proclaims to 
society. 

 The communist Soviet Union and Cuba and Hitler all tried to ban or pervert Christmas 
because they saw it as a threat to their purposes and authority (ie, just like Herod). 

o Communist Soviet Union cracked down on the celebration of Christmas for 
decades. 

o Castro banned Christmas in 1969 and one man who grew up under his regime said 
there were two naughty words in Castro’s Cuba: ‘human rights’ and ‘Christmas’ 

o Hitler outlawed Christmas carols in schools and replaced them with Nazi carols 
such a version of ‘Silent Night’ that had Hitler watching over Germany 

 
The Conclusion of the War on the Gift of Christmas 
 
The war on Christmas over the Gift that has been given has been won – at the cross – and in the 
heart of everyone who believes!  

9 There was the true Light which, coming into the world, enlightens every man. 10 He was 
in the world, and the world was made through Him, and the world did not know Him. 
11 He came to His own, and those who were His own did not receive Him. 12 But as many 
as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who 
believe in His name, 13 who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the 
will of man, but of God. - John 1:9-13  

In these verses, we see three gifts in One: 
 The gift of Jesus, the Son of God (see John 3:16; 2 Corinthians 9:15) 
 The gift of becoming children of God, forgiveness and eternal life (see Romans 5:17; 

John 4:10) 
 The gift of faith (see Ephesians 2:8-9) 

 
Christmas is about the good news of the greatest Gift ever given! This Gift was given to bring 
peace between God and men and ultimately peace to a world filled with evil and suffering. 
 
Have you received the Gift of God? What must you do to receive it? 

 Agree with God about your sin. 
 Believe that Jesus is an able and willing Savior for you. 
 Call on God for mercy (to be forgiven) and grace (to obey). 

 
Have you? Will you? 


