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THE HOLY SPIRIT’S “SONG” AT CHRISTMAS 

Luke 1: 26-47 and Ephesians 5: 15-19 

 

There’s a strong reason why the Holy Spirit has led me to speak of His “song” at 

Christmas. God is Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and the Holy Spirit had no less to 

do with creation in the beginning than did the Father or the Son. Genesis 1: 1, 2 

declares, “In the beginning, God created the heaven and the earth. And the earth 

was without form, and void, and darkness was upon the face of the deep. And the 

Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters.” You may ask, “Where’s the 

song? There’s always been a song in Glory, and I attribute much of the singing to 

the Holy Spirit. In our Ephesians text today, in Eph. 5: 18, 19, we are commanded 

to “be filled with the Spirit, addressing one another in psalms and hymns and 

spiritual songs, singing and making melody to the Lord with our hearts.” But you 

may ask, “Isn’t that aspect of the Holy Spirit filling us so that we overflow in song, 

isn’t that a New Testament teaching only? No, beloved, when the Spirit was 

moving over the face of the waters on earth, what was happening in heaven? The 

oldest book in the Bible, Job, God spoke to Job in Job 38: 4, 7, saying, “Where 

were you, Job, when I laid the foundation of the earth?…when the morning stars 

sang together and all the sons of God, speaking of the angels, when the angels 

shouted for joy?” I want to remind us on Christmas Sunday, that wherever the 

Holy Spirit is working, and whenever the Holy Spirit is working, the Holy Spirit’s 

singing is not far away. And when the Holy Spirit falls upon angels, people, or 

even on His creation, there is a good chance singing will be a part of that falling of 

the Spirit of God. We sing the awesome chorus, “Spirit of the Living God, fall 

fresh on me, Spirit of the Living God, fall fresh on me. Melt me, mold me, fill me, 

use me, Spirit of the Living God, fall fresh on me.   

 

As I have studied the Christmas story, reading all the Gospel accounts afresh, God 

the Holy Spirit has shown me that often, He seems to fall upon the unknown, the 

unsung, and the unheralded who will believe, act, and obey His leadings and 

promptings. Wouldn’t you rather be among those who are unknown down here, 

unsung as heroes, and unheralded as the latest star, rather than to be among those 

known the world over, whom the Lord will one day say to, “Depart from me, you 

workers of iniquity; I never knew you.” This past week, God has led me to re-read 

and spend some time researching the mighty Welsh revival in Wales in 1904 and 

early 1905. During the spring of 1904 a young Welshman named Evan Roberts 

was repeatedly awakened at by the moving of the Holy Spirit at 1:00 a.m. He was 

one of 14 children born to Henry and Hannah Roberts, all unknown people to 

most. He met with God until 5:00 A.M. morning after morning. The Welsh revival 

followed. Churches became packed for prayer meetings. In one prayer meeting for 

young people, Pastor Joseph Jenkins asked for testimonies, a young girl named 

Florrie Evans, who had only been a believer a few days, rose and with a trembling 
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voice she said simply, "I love Jesus with all my heart." All the other young people's 

hearts were melted. A powerful spiritual awakening brought 100,000 people to 

Christ in Wales within six months. The social impact of the revival in Wales was 

that judges had no cases to be tried. Alcoholism was cut in half. At times hundreds 

of people would stand to declare their surrender to Christ as Lord. Restitution was 

made, gamblers and others normally unreachable folks, untouched by the ministry 

of the church, came to Christ. G. Campbell Morgan spoke with a mine manager 

about profanity. The manager told him, "The haulers are some of the very lowest. 

They have driven their horses by obscenity and kicks. They can hardly persuade 

their horses to start working, because they have no obscenity and kicks." 

During the Welsh Revival, a little 16 year old Welsh girl traveled with Evan 

Roberts and his team. Evan Roberts said the Holy Spirit sang through this young 

girl. The Holy Spirit seemed to be singing and moving through her yielded 

expression. After she sang each night at the revival meetings, singing about the 

Lord Jesus Christ and the plan of salvation, of the goodness and mercy of God and 

the need of everyone for the Savior, men and women’s hearts were melted. The 

Holy Spirit brought deep, deep, conviction of sin. When Evan Roberts got up to 

preach, there was little left for him to do. He would quote from the Scripture and 

give a short exhortation. Then the people would stream as one to Jesus. There was 

one song the young girl led the Welsh singers in singing. It was called the Love 

Song of the Welsh Revival. These are the words: 

 

“Here is love, vast as the ocean, Lovingkindness as the flood, When the Prince of 

Life, our Ransom, Shed for us His precious blood. Who His love will not 

remember? Who can cease to sing His praise? He can never be forgotten, 

Throughout Heav’n’s eternal days. On the mount of crucifixion, Fountains opened 

deep and wide; Through the floodgates of God’s mercy Flowed a vast and gracious 

tide. Grace and love, like mighty rivers,Poured incessant from above, And 

Heav’n’s peace and perfect justice Kissed a guilty world in love. Let me all Thy 

love accepting, Love Thee, ever all my days;Let me seek Thy kingdom only and 

my life be to Thy praise; Thou alone shalt be my glory, Nothing in the world I see. 

Thou hast cleansed and sanctified me, Thou Thyself hast set me free. In Thy truth 

Thou dost direct me By Thy Spirit through Thy Word; And Thy grace my need is 

meeting, As I trust in Thee, my Lord. Of Thy fullness Thou art pouring Thy great 

love and power on me, Without measure, full and boundless, Drawing out my heart 

to Thee.” Would you personally desire a new reviving work of the Spirit in you? 

Would you love or long to see God move so much that Sweetwater County—

which is 2500 square miles larger than Wales, so that 10% of our population would 

be truly converted in six months. It happened in Wales in 1904—as Wales had then 

a population of 1 million. Yet 100,000 were saved in six months. The population of 

Sweetwater County is 43, 806 as of 2010. What if we had 4, 380 people saved in 

the next six months? Revival begins with a personal, deep, Spirit-led movement of 
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God in each of our lives. In Wales, Evan Roberts preached that personal revival 

had four parts always. (1) You must put away any unconfessed sin. (2) You must 

put away any doubtful habit. (3) You must obey the Holy Spirit promptly, and (4) 

You must confess Christ publicly. Today’s message is my hope that God would 

begin a personal revival this Christmas in each of us. As I studied the characters in 

the Christmas story this past week, I found seven key characters and seven major 

works of the Holy Spirit in them that each of us need. As I preach about these 7 

needs, I call us all to the personal surrender of these seven major characters in the 

Christmas story in which the Holy Spirit moved. They are John the Baptist, Mary, 

the mother of Jesus, Elizabeth, Zechariah, Simeon, Anna, and the Lord incarnate—

Jesus. What are these seven needs for us to cry out to God to meet in our lives? 

 

WE NEED HOLY SPIRIT ANOINTING TO PREPARE PEOPLE TO MEET 

THE LORD AND TO GET RIGHT WITH EACH OTHER. (I.) Our first need 

for revival this Christmas was met in the heart and life of the fore-runner of Jesus, 

sent as a miracle child born when Zechariah and Elizabeth were very old. The 

name of this preparer of the way of Jesus was John the Baptist. Listen for a 

moment to the words of the angel Gabriel who appeared to Zechariah six months 

before he appeared to the virgin Mary. Notice Luke 1: 15-17.It is the context of our 

text today. Listen to the words of angel Gabriel to Zechariah speaking of John the 

Baptist: “For he will be great before the Lord. And he must not drink wine or 

strong drink, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother's 

womb. And he will turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord their God, and 

he will go before Him, (Jesus) in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of 

the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make 

ready for the Lord a people prepared.” You’ll remember when this angelic 

prophecy of the filling of John the Baptist occurred. It happened when Mary had 

just been overshadowed by the Holy Spirit and went to visit Elizabeth in the hill 

country in Judah. Luke 1: 41, our text, states, “And when Elizabeth heard the 

greeting of Mary, the baby leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth was filled with the 

Holy Spirit.” This anointing of the baby John the Baptist leaping in Elizabeth’s 

womb triggered his mother to be filled with the Holy Spirit. He was filled and she 

was filled with the Holy Spirit. John’s leaping for joy in the womb triggered a 

work of the Holy Spirit in Elizabeth. This anointing of the Holy Spirit was a direct 

fulfillment of the prophet Malachi in Mal. 4: 5, 6—saying, “Behold, I will send 

you Elijah the prophet before the great and awesome day of the Lord comes. And 

he will turn the hearts of fathers to their children and the hearts of children to their 

fathers, lest I come and strike the land with a decree of destruction.”This past 

week, I read a message by A.W. Tozer in which he said, “The Holy Spirit is the 

gentle dove of God and His coming to us in blessing and power is without pain or 

strain. The painful part is the necessity of our own preparation—for the Holy Spirit 

will search us out completely and deal with us solemnly. He will guide us in 
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necessary confessions that we must make. He will guide us in the necessity of 

pouring out all of that which is selfish and unlike Jesus in our lives. He will guide 

us in getting straightened out with people with whom we have had differences. He 

will guide us in seeking forgiveness where it is necessary and He will show us the 

necessity of…restitution and restoration in our willingness to be a clean vessel.  

Beloved, the song of the Holy Spirit is a clean song at Christmas. Recently, 

officials in Philadelphia were astonished to receive a letter and payment from a 

motorist who was given a speeding ticket in 1954. John, an 84 yr. old Englishman 

visiting America back in 1954, discovered the speeding ticket in an old coat in 

England. From his new home in a nursing home in East Sussex, he wrote a letter 

with the $15.00 charge and a note that said, “Englishmen pay their debts. My 

conscience is clear.” If the song of the Holy Spirit is alive and well, reviving your 

heart this Chrismas, you’ll find yourself making things right with others, Secondly, 

 

WE NEED HOLY SPIRIT INFILLING AND OBEDIENCE TO MAKE 

POSSIBLE THE SEEMINGLY IMPOSSIBLE TASKS GOD GIVES US. (II.) 

Six months after angel Gabriel appeared to Zechariah, the angel appeared to the 

young virgin Mary to announce to her that she would conceive in her womb 

and bear a son, whom she would name Jesus. Listen to Luke 1: 34,35, 37, 38 as 

Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?” And the angel 

answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most 

High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the 

Son of God…for nothing will be impossible with God. And Mary said, “Behold, I 

am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” The birth of 

Jesus could never have taken place naturally. Mary knew that because she knew 

she was a virgin. But by the infilling and overshadowing of the Holy Spirit, 

supernaturally, as Mary obediently, was willing for God to do His Holy Spirit work 

in her, Mary was able to conceive in her womb. The song of the Holy Spirit is a 

song of making the impossible possible for each of us who are willing to obey the 

Word of God and the promptings of the Holy Spirit. When revival comes, we quit 

thinking God’s desires for us are odd or impossible. We simply believe God is able 

as we surrender to His will. With Oswald Chambers, in “My Utmost” (11/17) we 

learn to say, “My goal is God Himself…At any cost, dear Lord, by any road.” 3rd,  

 

WE NEED HOLY SPIRIT FILLING TO REVEAL TO US WHAT GOD IS 

DOING IN OUR LIVES AND IN OTHER’S LIVES FOR HIS GLORY. (III.) 

We move from John the Baptist and Mary to Elizabeth, a prime character in 

the Christmas pageant. Remember Elizabeth was an elderly lady expecting John 

the Baptist, because of the intervention of God as announced by the angel Gabriel. 

Go to our text in Luke 1: 39-45. “In those days Mary arose and went with haste 

into the hill country, to a town in Judah, and she entered the house of Zechariah 

and greeted Elizabeth. And when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, the baby 
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leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit, and she 

exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit 

of your womb!
 
And why is this granted to me that the mother of my Lord should 

come to me? For behold, when the sound of your greeting came to my ears, the 

baby in my womb leaped for joy. And blessed is she who believed that there would 

be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her from the Lord.” Here is an older 

woman, most say perhaps 60+, beyond childbearing years, yet expecting John the 

Baptist and six months along. And who is Mary to Elizabeth? In the past, Mary 

was once a baby girl that Elizabeth may have babysat and cared for. Now Mary 

was a teenage virgin whom God chose to use to bear our Savior, Jesus. Think of it. 

How do much older women sometimes relate to teenage girls? Are they close, 

willing to relate as peers with understanding? Not always. Are they compatible? 

Not always. Are older women willing to acknowledge God’s work in a teenage 

girl? Not always. So what made Elizabeth unique in her response to Mary? She 

was filled with the Holy Spirit. He revealed to her that Mary was expecting 

Messiah Jesus. Elizabeth believed the message the Holy Spirit revealed to her. It 

takes the Holy Spirit to fill us and reveal to us what God is doing in our lives and 

especially what He is doing in others’ lives, even in the lives of teenagers. 4thly,  

 

WE NEED HOLY SPIRIT POWER TO PROPHESY TO OTHERS THAT 

GOD KEEPS ALL HIS PROMISES. (IV.) We move now to a 4
th

 character of 

Christmas—the dad of John the Baptist—Zechariah. On the eighth day of John 

the Baptist’s life, when he was circumcised and named, this fore-runner and 

preparer of the way for Jesus, the neighbors and relatives wanted Elizabeth to 

name her son after his dad—to name him Zechariah. But Elizabeth believed the 

story of her husband about the angel Gabriel and about her husband being struck 

dumb for his unbelief that he and his wife would have a son. Elizabeth said, “No, 

his name shall be called John.” The relatives and neighbors objected saying none 

of your relatives have that name. So they made signs to Zechariah who had been 

struck dumb for over 9 months. They gave Zechariah a writing tablet and he wrote, 

“His name is John.” That’s when the Holy Ghost took over. This gives me goose-

bumps. The dumb could speak. Zechariah’s mouth was opened, his tongue was 

loosed, and Luke 1: 67 tells us that Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and 

prophesied, saying, “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel---v.72, 73—to show the 

mercy promised to our fathers…to remember His oath to Abraham. Beloved, we 

need this at Christmas—Rev. 19: 10 tells us—“the testimony of Jesus is the spirit 

of prophecy. Revival will come to America when God’s people start prophesying 

that God keeps all His promises, including the promise of His second coming. 5th,  

 

WE NEED HOLY SPIRIT SENSITIVITY AND LEADING TO BE LED 

WHAT TO DO, WHERE TO GO, AND TO BE ABLE TO SEE JESUS. (V.) 
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This fifth character of Christmas is Simeon of old. This part of the Christmas 

pageant happened in Jerusalem, recorded in Luke 2: 22-35. Forty days had gone by 

since Jesus was born. Two lawful ceremonies were to take place. The firstborn son 

of every household must be redeemed of the priest at the price of 5 shekels of 

silver. Our Redeemer must be ceremonially redeemed, this only begotten of God. 

The other ceremony was the purification of a mother, by a lamb, or if poor, the 

couple could bring a turtle dove or a young pigeon to sacrifice as a burnt offering 

for the sin of defilement in giving birth. It was a Eucharistic offering of thanks for 

safe delivery as a mother in thanksgiving offered to God thanks for the joy of being 

a mother. Now entered Simeon, an old man and the Holy Spirit was upon 

him—look at Luke 2: 25-32. How do we know what to do, where to go, and how 

can we see Jesus? How can we have peace to face death, unless by faith, we have 

come to look upon the Lord’s Christ, Messiah? Beloved, here I see Simeon with 

baby Jesus in his arms, by faith standing on the mountain top of prophetic vision 

and utterance—and the golden beams of God’s sunrise, Simeon could see from 

Jerusalem, he could see those beams of grace shining on you and on me—31, 32, 

and without apology Simeon spoke of us Gentiles first before he spoke of his own 

beloved land and people-v. 32. How did Simeon know when to come to the temple, 

what to do, and how did he know and see in this baby – our sweet Savior? It was 

by the Holy Spirit. Oh, we need the Spirit, and a revival of the Spirit today. 6thly, 

 

WE NEED HOLY SPIRIT TIMING TO FAST, PRAY, AND BE WHERE 

GOD SENDS US TO SAY WHAT HE WANTS WHEN IT IS HIS TIME. 

(VI.) Luke 2: 36-38 reveals Anna the prophetess. Remember I told you from 

Rev. 19: 10 that the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy. The testimony of 

Jesus is the work of the Holy Spirit. Jesus said in John 14: 26, “But the Helper, the 

Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things 

and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you.” We need a Holy Spirit 

revival of those, like Anna, who are waiting for the redemption promised, those 

who like Anna, whose tribe of Asher was mostly lost. And what did Anna do, led 

by the timing of the Holy Spirit? Perhaps it was in whispers and bated breath, as 

she lived in the city of Herod, and the stronghold of Pharisaism. But she knew who 

to tell about Jesus. Notice she spoke of Jesus to all those who were waiting for the 

redemption of Jerusalem. Seventhly, lastly, and most importantly, 

 

WE NEED HOLY SPIRIT STRENGTH AND WISDOM FOR US AND OUR 

CHILDREN TO SUCCESSFULLY FACE LIFE’S CHALLENGES AHEAD. 

(VII.) I read in Luke 2: 40 about Jesus, “And the child, Jesus, grew and became 

strong—literally, strong in spirit, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was 

upon Him. At age 12 in the temple, Jesus was able confound the rabbis and 

teachers—who were amazed at His wisdom and anointing as a boy. We need this 

Holy Spirit anointing revival for what lies ahead—children strong and wise. Amen.   


