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Last Sunday we saw together that the Word, our Lord Jesus Christ before His Incarnation, was 
God the Son.  In the beginning, that is in eternity past, He was with God the Father, as His Only-
Begotten Son.  We saw also, that when the world and all things were made in the creation, He 
was not only there, but that all things were made through Him, and nothing was made that was 
made, apart from it being made through Him.  We saw that in Him; that is in God the Son, was 
life, and that this life in Him was the light of men.  It is Jesus as the True Light which we want  to 
be able to see better, and understand more clearly, this morning.  The verses that we are looking 
at this morning show us very clearly that our Lord Jesus Christ is the only source of spiritual 
light in this whole world of sinful darkened humanity. Light is a metaphor for truth and 
righteousness.  All the truth about God is revealed in Jesus Christ and His word.  And all the 
righteousness of God is revealed in Him in His Incarnation and His life.  In the Incarnation of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, His coming into the world, there was revealed the greatest manifestation 
of spiritual light that the world had ever seen.  This is what verse 9 is referring to.  “That was the 
true Light which gives light to every man”; that is, by His coming into the world, He gave to all 
men the greatest and most complete revelation of God Himself that had ever been seen by men.   
       His spiritual light shone in the darkness from the beginning; even from the physical 
darkness of Eternity Past, on through His glorious work of fashioning man in His own image 
and likeness at the creation.  His light shone in the darkness when Adam and Eve fell from their 
own original righteousness and plunged our whole race into ruin and misery by their 
disobedience.  He gave them the promise of His coming in Genesis 3: 15. “I will put enmity 
between you and the woman, between your seed and her Seed. (This Seed is Christ, who would 
be born of the Virgin Mary) “He shall bruise (crush) Satan’s head, and Satan would only bruise 
His heel.”  The One who would become the Lord Jesus Christ shone in the darkness of this fallen 
world when that same promise was confirmed to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, that He would 
someday come into this world as Light personified.  This Light was so shining when Israel 
became a political kingdom and David was her king.  David could speak of his faith in the Christ 
who would come, in this way, as a present reality to him: “The Lord is my Light and my 
salvation; whom shall I fear?”  “The Lord is the strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?”  
So, you must understand that the Lord Jesus Christ was the pure, and perfect, and brilliant Light 
of Deity, as God the Son before His coming into this fallen world.  And He had always shone in 
all of His glory from before the foundation of the World.  But in His coming into this world, His 
bright shining was seen by men in His taking upon Himself human flesh.  His life then became, 
in an even greater way, the spiritual light of all mankind.  His life was the light of men.  His 
coming into this world and what He did for fallen, sinful, and helpless mankind, is still shining 
on and shining forth when the gospel and the Word of God are proclaimed by the power of the 
Holy Spirit.  So, this morning, 1st of all, we want to look at the witness of a godly man to the 
Light. (Verses 6-9)  Then 2nd – We want to look at the world’s incomprehension, and Israel’s 
rejection of the Light. (verses 10 and 11)   And 3rd – We want to look at those who did receive 
Him as the Light, and how they came to receive Him. 
1st - We want to look at the witness of a godly man to the Light, and Christ’s 
response. (Verses 6-8)  
       “There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.”  “This man came for a witness, to 
bear witness of the Light, that all through him might believe.”  “He was not that Light, but was 
sent to bear witness of that Light.”  Once again you can see, very clearly can’t you, the distinction 
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being made by John, the author of this gospel, between the Lord Jesus Christ and all other men?  
Christ is called “that Light”.  All the other men in the world who have come to know and 
understand this distinction, who believe in Jesus Christ as the Light, are witnesses to the Him, 
the Light of the world.  They have received spiritual light, and they now understand that the 
Lord Jesus Christ is the source of all spiritual light.  And they proclaim this glorious truth to 
others around them. Let me ask you if you as Christian are doing this?  Do you proclaim to 
others that the Lord Jesus is the Light of the World; that all men because of sin ruling and 
reigning in their hearts, are darkness, and they are sitting in darkness, until Christ the Light of 
the World shines upon them and in them?  John was the first preacher to publicly bear witness 
to Jesus; to publicly point Him out to others around him as being the promised Messiah.  But 
even John himself did not come to know this truth, for sure, that Jesus was the Christ, until it 
was revealed to him. But it was revealed to him as he went about preaching to the multitudes of 
people who came to listen to him preach about repentance and faith in the One who he knew 
was coming after him.  He was the forerunner of Christ prophesied of in the Old Testament 
Scriptures.   
       Look with me over at Malachi Chapter 3, verse 1.  “Behold, I send My messenger, and he will 
prepare the way before Me.”  “And the Lord, whom you seek, will suddenly come to His temple, 
even the Messenger of the covenant.” You can see that John the Baptist was the fulfillment of 
verse 1.  He was God’s messenger, the man sent from God.  This was prophesied hundreds of 
years before John appeared to preach.  Christ the Lord, whom the godly people in Israel had 
been looking for, for thousands of years, would “suddenly come to His temple”.  The Lord Jesus 
would begin his ministry at 30 years of age, and would reveal Himself to Israel by teaching not 
only on the Mount or by the sea-shore, but by His teaching people in the temple as well.  John 
the Baptist was the one who would go before Christ, speaking to the people of their need to 
prepare themselves for His appearing, by repenting of their sins.  John was a witness of Jesus’ 
being the Light of the World.  John had received spiritual light from the greater Light of Christ.  
Even the greatest of godly men in the Old Testament times received their light from Christ. Their 
understanding of spiritual things and the righteousness which they manifested in their lives did 
not come from themselves; it came from the light and life of Christ working in their hearts.  
Christians are lights in this dark world of sin.  People around you, dear Christian, who do not 
know Christ, sit in darkness.  Their hearts are full of the darkness of sin, and they are ignorant of 
this greatest of truths; that Christ is the only saving Light of the World.  They must have Him to 
be saved.  
       We shall have much more to say of John the Baptist in coming sermons, but right now I 
would like to show you just how great and godly a man John the Baptist was.  Turn with me over 
to Luke Chapter 1 and verse 13.  Zacharias, John’s father was called to burn incense in the 
temple, and received a vision from Gabriel the angel who was bringing him good tidings that his 
wife Elizabeth was going to have a son called John.  Listen – “But the angel said to him, ‘Do not 
be afraid, Zacharias, for your prayer is heard; and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and 
you shall call his name John.”  “And you will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his 
birth.”  “For he will be great in the sight of the Lord, and shall drink neither wine nor strong 
drink.”  “He will also be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from His mother’s womb.”  “And he will 
turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord their God.”  “He will also go before Him in the 
spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to 
the wisdom of the just, to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.”   This was the great 
ministry which was given to John; to be the forerunner of our Lord, and to go before Him to turn 
people’s hearts toward Him, and to direct the hearts of their children toward knowing the Lord.  
       Now look over at John 5, verse 31.  Jesus is speaking to some of the Jews who were seeking 
to kill him for healing a man on the Sabbath, and for saying that God was His Father.  He says, 
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“If I bear witness of Myself, My witness is not true.”  “There is another who bears witness of Me, 
and I know that the witness which He witnesses of Me is true.”  “You have sent to John, and he 
has borne witness to the truth.”  “Yet I do not receive testimony from man, but I say these things 
that you may be saved.”  “He was a burning and shining lamp,(or light it says in the KJV) and 
you were willing for a time to rejoice in his light.”  “But I have a greater witness than John’s; for 
the works which the Father has given Me to finish—the very works that I do—bear witness of 
Me, that the Father has sent me.”  What a commendation of greatness Christ gives to John; he is 
a burning and shining light.  He preaches the truth concerning Me, Jesus says, and he does so 
with great burning earnestness and passion for truth and righteousness.  But even though John 
had great light given to him by Christ, yet he still had his doubts at one point, over the identity of 
Christ.  And this should show us that there may still be areas of darkness, even in the greatest of 
believer’s hearts, that need to be driven away by the light.  Therefore let us pray that Christ 
would give us light day by day.  
       Even in John’s heart and mind, there was the darkness of doubt, at one point, because things 
weren’t working out for him personally in his experience.  If he were beloved of the Lord, then 
why would he be imprisoned for his preaching?  Well, turn with me over to Matthew Chapter 11.  
“Now it came to pass, when Jesus finished commanding His twelve disciples, that He departed 
from there to teach and to preach in their cities.”  “And when John had heard in prison about the 
works of Christ, he sent two of his disciples and said to Him, ‘Are You the Coming One, or do we 
look for another?”  Jesus answered and said to them, ‘Go and tell John the things which you 
hear and see: ‘The blind see and the lame walk; the lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear; the 
dead are raised up and the poor have the gospel preached to them.”  “And blessed is he who is 
not offended because of Me.”  “As they departed, Jesus began to say to the multitudes 
concerning John: ‘What did you go out into the wilderness to see?”  “A reed shaken by the 
wind?”  “But what did you go out to see?”  “A man clothed in soft garments?”  “Indeed, those 
who wear soft clothing are in king’s houses.”  “But what did you go out to see?”  “A prophet?”  
“Yes, I say to you, and more than a prophet.”  “For this is he of whom it is written: ‘Behold I send 
My messenger before Your face, Who will prepare Your way before you.”  “Assuredly I say to 
you, among those born of women there has risen one greater than John the Baptist; but he who 
is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.”  I find it very interesting that on the very 
occasion on which John manifested his greatest unbelief in Christ, that Christ gave him his 
greatest commendation.  Why?  Because the Lord is greater than our hearts, and he knows all 
things.   He knew how great a prophet and a holy man of God that John was.  And yet he was not 
“that Light”.  Jesus knew that John needed more light shined into his heart so that his doubts 
and fears would all be taken away.  There was no one born of women in who was born during the 
Old Testament times, who was greater, Jesus says.  But those Apostles who Jesus called to 
preach for Him, even the least of them in New Testament times were greater than John in the 
light that they had because of Christ’s coming into the world. Their light from Christ the Light 
was greater; therefore their ministry was greater even than his.  How great is Christ the Light of 
the World.  Therefore you who believe, who live in these gospel times, ought to be able to rejoice 
in the Lord always for the greatness of the light which has been given to you.  Live up to the light 
that you have been given.  You are witnesses of that Light.  Have faith in Christ the Light, for you 
may at times still sense some darkness lurking in your soul.  Have the faith of David in Psalm 18: 
28 – “For You will light my lamp; the Lord my God will enlighten my darkness.”  And In 2nd 
Samuel 22: 29 he goes even farther and says, “For You are my lamp, O Lord; the Lord shall 
enlighten my darkness.”  Therefore, dear believer, will you not see that your whole faith and 
witness is continually upheld by the Lord being your light, and the Lord giving you light? 
2ndly - We want to look at the world’s incomprehension of the Light and Christ’s 
response.  (verses 10 and 11)        
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      “He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, and the world did not know 
Him.”  “He came to His own, and His own did not receive Him.”  The physical world was made 
through Him, but this is not speaking of the physical word in its broadest sense.  It is speaking of 
the fallen world of mankind sinners; people who were and are all made through him, but they do 
not know him by nature.  This is how the vast majority of the people in the world are today; 
without God and without Christ.  Turn with me over to Ephesians Chapter 2, verse 11. “Therefore 
remember that you, once Gentiles in the flesh—who are called Uncircumcision by what is call the 
Circumcision made in the flesh by hands—that at that time you were without Christ, being aliens 
from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope 
and without God in the world.”  “But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been 
brought near by the blood of Christ.”  If this were not enough, that Gentiles were strangers to the 
covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world; it is even more astonishing  
is that Christ would come to His own people, His own Israel, who did have the covenants of 
promise, and they would not receive Him.  You see how strong the native depravity of all men is, 
apart from Christ.  They cannot begin to conceive that their greatest need is Christ.  The only 
way that any Gentile or Jew actually comes to have hope is when they are brought near to God 
through Jesus Christ shining His light into their heart.  When Christ shines His light into our 
hearts, then we see the light of our need of truth and grace. 
       What are we to do as Christians, then, once we have been saved; when we see that the 
situation in the world today is as bad as it is spiritually?  Well first of all, let us understand why 
Christ came into the world.  Turn with me to 1st Timothy 1: 15.  “This is a faithful saying and 
worthy of all acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am 
chief.”  “However, for this reason I obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ might show all 
longsuffering, as a pattern to those who are going to believe on Him for everlasting life.  Christ’s 
purpose in coming into the world was to save sinners.  Paul knew God’s mercy to him, when 
years before, He received a revelation of Christ as the Light of the world while he was traveling 
to Damascus with letters from the chief priests giving him permission to persecute certain 
Christians.  The light of Christ shone around him, and he fell to the ground, and he heard a voice 
speaking to him saying “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?”  “Is it hard for you to kick 
against the goads?  In that moment the light not only shone around him, but in Him, for he 
immediately said, “Lord, what do you want me to do?”  The Lord Jesus had great things for Paul 
to do.  In Paul, first, Christ would demonstrate His perfect patience with regard to the salvation 
of all of God’s Elect – those who are going to believe on Him for eternal life.  Our God and our 
Christ are sovereign in salvation.  All who will believe are known to Christ, and He will save 
them in the Father’s time, and He will patiently teach them by shining His light into their hearts.  
But I think that we need to understand that our God and our Christ continue to be patient and to 
teach us the good and right ways of righteousness, all through our Christian life until we reach 
heaven.   
        But secondly by way of application, we as Christians need to walk in the light.  Turn with me 
over to Ephesians Chapter 5, verse 8.  “For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the 
Lord.”  “Walk as children of light, (for the fruit of the light is in all goodness, righteousness, and 
truth), finding out what is acceptable to the Lord.”  “And have no fellowship with the unfruitful 
works of darkness, but rather expose them.”  “For it is shameful even to speak of those things 
which are done by them in secret.”  “But all things that are exposed are made manifest by the 
light, for whatever make manifest is light.” “Therefore He says: ‘Awake you who sleep, arise from 
the dead, and Christ will give you light.”   This, Paul says to Christians.  It is Christians who can 
be spiritually sleeping when they should be awake and alert to what is sinful and what is 
righteous, and what they should be doing at any given time.  It is not enough to be religious.  It is 
not enough to be Jewish if you would be saved.  It not enough even to have the name of 
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Christian if you will not receive the Light of Christ which is given to you in His Word the Bible, 
and then live it out by walking in the Light.  Regular fellowship with the unfruitful works of 
darkness will only prove that you are not really a Christian.  Jesus said in Matthew 6: 22 – “The 
lamp of the body is the eye.”  “If therefore your eye is good, your whole body will be full of light.”  
“But if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness.”  If therefore the light that is in 
you is darkness,  how great is that darkness.”  This leads us to our 3rd consideration of Christ as 
the true Light.   
3rd - We want to look at those who did receive Christ as the Light, and how they 
came to receive Him. (verses 12 and 13) 
       “But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right (that is; the authority, the honor, 
the word is Exousian in the Greek) to become the children of God, to those who believe in His 
name: who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of 
God.”  There were Jews and even some Gentiles who received Jesus Christ as the True Light of 
the world.  They received His teaching, and they followed Him, beholding the glory, not only of 
the miracles which He did, but also the righteous character of His life.  To receive Christ is take 
Him by faith as your Savior and Lord.  To receive Him is to ask Him in prayer to come into your 
life and change your heart so that you no longer will love the darkness of sin, and so that you will 
pursue righteousness and walk in the light of His truth which is found in the Bible.  To receive 
Jesus Christ is to receive Him in all of His offices, of Prophet, Priest, and King to you.  Of His 
being a Prophet, to teach you.  Of His being a Priest to apply His atonement, His precious blood 
to you to take away the guilt of your sins, and to cleanse your conscience, and then to intercede 
on your behalf when you sin as a Christian.  Of His being a King; to rule over you and defend you 
and protect you from everything that would harm your eternal soul.  Let me ask you whether you 
have received Jesus Christ?  You may receive Him now, if you never have.  Your reception of 
Him is not your promising all that you are going to do for Him if He would take away your sins.  
It is you confessing that you need Him to come into your heart and change the whole direction of 
your life, away from living for yourself and the world, to living for God and living by faith in 
Him.  This receiving of Christ is based upon believing in Christ. “To as many as received Him, to 
them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name.” 
(NAS)  Receiving and believing in Christ; resting in His finished work of righteousness and 
sacrifice, are the primary acts of the heart and mind when you want to be saved from your sins.   
       But we must go farther back if we are to rightly understand what God the Father, Jesus 
Christ the Light, and the God the Holy Spirit do when they save a person.  You must understand 
that when you believe in Jesus Christ, as it says in Ephesians 1: 13, that you receive the Holy 
Spirit upon your believing.  “In Him you also trusted, after you heard the word of truth, the 
gospel of your salvation; in whom also having believed, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of 
promise.”  He baptizes you, as a person who has received Christ, into the spiritual body of Christ, 
and you become a part of His universal Church. He is then given to you as your Teacher and 
Helper in regard to the development of your faith, and the Promoter of good works in you.  He is 
given to you forever, and you are sealed with Him, as the guarantee of your inheritance until the 
redemption of the purchased possession.”  But here in verse 12 we are explicitly told that the 
Triune God was at work in you before you ever believed, in order to bring you to faith in Jesus 
Christ, through the New Birth.  You who believe were not born again after you first believed.  
Your faith did not bring you regeneration.  When you believed in Christ by faith, God gave you 
the power or the right to become His child; that is He made it clear to you through the gospel 
that He had saved you by faith in Christ’s name, and that He has given to you through the 
testimony of the Scriptures and the witness of the Spirit, to know that He had adopted you into 
His family. You are God’s child, and His son or daughter.  But this verse 12 also goes on, to just 
as clearly say that that “as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become the 
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children of God, to those who believe in His name: who were born, not of blood, nor of the will 
of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.”  We all should know and understand that 
believing and receiving of Christ inherently involves an act of the will of man, to obtain what He 
is seeking. But here we find that it was not an act of the will on the part of the sinner that 
obtained for him the New Birth.  But it was rather the act and gift of God in regeneration which 
brought to the sinner’s heart the power to believe, and the power to receive Christ in the acts of 
salvation.  Notice how it reads – “Who were born,(that is they were born already before they ever 
chose with their will to believe in Christ and the gospel).  They were not begotten again because 
of blood; that is, they were not saved and adopted as sons of God because they were special 
people or of noble of birth, or had been circumcised.  Nor were they begotten spiritually of the 
will of the flesh; that is by their own corrupt will, which never will choose Christ and decide to 
have Christ, or actually could will that Christ should save them and change them in their hearts, 
unless they received grace and power to do so.  But the Heavenly Father, the Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, Who is the Light of the World, shines in their hearts sovereignly to give them the 
light of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ as He is presented in the gospel.  A sinner 
who is having this divine work performed upon his mind sees Christ as the Light of the world 
because their spiritual eyes are opened to the truth of their need of Him.  And then the Holy 
Spirit does this further saving work upon the heart and the will, the mind and the affections; and 
causes the whole inner man to be born again to a living hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead.  The Spirit of God circumcises the heart of the sinner; takes away the heart of 
stone and gives him a heart of flesh; that is, makes the person tender to what God would want 
them to do.  Then God the Spirit also gives the sinner who is dead in his trespasses and sins, new 
life in Christ.  
       “It is of God’s own will that we are brought forth,” it says in James Chapter 1, verse 18, “by 
the word of truth, that we might be a kind of first-fruits of His creatures.”  No, you cannot be 
born again by your own corrupt fleshly will, or by the will of any other man either.  Neither can 
your parents, or your pastor, or the best of your friends cause you to be born again.  It is not your 
decision; it is only of God’s mercy that you receive a new heart.  Oh, dear Christian, this is why 
you can never lose your salvation.  It does not rest upon your free will.  Your will, before you 
were born again was a perfect slave to selfishness and sin; perhaps even to sinful proud self-
righteousness.  It was only free to choose in natural and physical things, but not in spiritual 
things.  It would have always chosen, in conjunction with your darkened mind, to live resisting  
Christ’s being the true Light.  But when the Father through Christ sovereignly shined His light in 
your heart and opened your ears to spiritually hear and your eyes to see, then in conjunction 
with your mind being convinced of the gospel, your freely chose to come to Christ.  You  
volunteered freely to come to Him for salvation in the day of His power; on the day in which you 
first received Him.  And God’s faithfulness to His own promise, and Christ’s light continually 
shining on your path, He will guide you and bring all the way to heaven and to eternal life. 
        


