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The Establishing of the Kingdom of God’s Anointed, Part 7 

Restored Sight 
When she was 14, Lisa Reid was diagnosed with a brain tumor which left her blind.  After treatment, her 
cancer went into remission, but her sight did not return.  Then in November 2000, Reid was going to bed as 
she had done many times before and she bent down to kiss her guide dog, Ami, good night.  Unfortunately 
she was closer to her night stand than expected, and so hit her head pretty hard against it.  Such injuries were 
not new to her. Having been without sight for ten years, countless were the times she bumped into walls, 
doors, furniture, and the like. Yet this time the pain and frustration would be well worth it; for the next 
morning when she awoke, she could see!1 
 
What an incredible “side effect” arising from a bump on the head.  Such stories are wonderful, in fact so 
much so that at times we wish they’d happen to us. For example, you get a flat tire, pull off to the side of the 
road and there find a hundred dollar bill.  Or you are unemployed and accidentally crash your car in front 
of an insurance agency whose owner comes out to see if you are O.K., and then he offers you a job (that’s 
how my insurance agent in Florida entered the business)!2 

                                                 
1 Taken from The Tribune, Online Edition, Sunday, November 26, 2000, Chandigarh, India. The article read, “AUCKLAND: 
A collision with a coffee table has restored the sight of a New Zealand woman a decade after she was declared permanently blind. 
Lisa Reid (24) lost her sight 10 years ago after developing a brain tumour, the New Zealand Herald reported on Saturday. But 
earlier this month, Reid knocked her head while bending down to kiss her guide dog Ami good night. When she woke up the 
following morning, she could see- Reuters” 
2 The story of George Tarafa 
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Again, such stories are amazing and yet enviable at the same time. Wouldn’t it be neat if these sorts of 
things happened to us? 
 
Yet brothers and sisters, such blessings have happened to us; we just don’t realize it! When we became a 
Christian and place our trust in Christ as our Lord and Savior our sins are forgiven and yet along with 
forgiveness we have received a whole lot more.  
 

Matthew 19:27-29, “Then answered Peter and said unto him, Behold, we have forsaken all, and 
followed thee; what shall we have therefore?  And Jesus said unto them, Verily I say unto you, That ye 
which have followed me, in the regeneration when the Son of man shall sit in the throne of his glory, 
ye also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.  And every one that hath 
forsaken houses, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my 
name’s sake, shall receive an hundredfold, and shall inherit everlasting life.” 

 
You came to Christ simply for forgiveness.  Yet in receiving God’s grace, you have received a whole lot 
more!  In fact today we are considering some of the “whole lot more” benefits which accompany life in the 
kingdom of God.  Yes we are looking at the fruit which accompanied the kingdom which God established 
in the days of Saul.  But as our text is a foretaste/shadow/picture of the Messianic reign and rule of Christ, 
we see that contained herein is a description of the fruit which flows from Christ’s Kingdom. 

The Controversy 
Last time we saw the first-fruit; forgiveness. Now we pick it up where we left off looking at another fruit; 
coronation.  Yet whether you realize it or not, our passage is at the heart of a major controversy in Biblical 
studies. Accordingly I want to begin by setting forth this problem. 
 
The careful reader of 1 Samuel 8-11 will notice that there is a peculiar repetition when it comes to the 
ascension of Saul as king.   
 

1 Samuel 10:1, “Then Samuel took a vial of oil, and poured it upon his head, and kissed him, and said, 
Is it not because the LORD hath anointed thee to be captain over his inheritance?” 
 
1 Samuel 10:24, “And Samuel said to all the people, See ye him whom the LORD hath chosen, that 
there is none like him among all the people? And all the people shouted, and said, God save the king.” 
 
 
1 Samuel 11:15, “And all the people went to Gilgal; and there they made Saul king before the LORD 
in Gilgal; and there they sacrificed sacrifices of peace offerings before the LORD; and there Saul and 
all the men of Israel rejoiced greatly.” 

 
Now most conservative scholars do not address this “multiple ascension” problem. They are happy simply 
to give the definitions of the key Hebrew words and discuss the pertinent culture, names, and places which 
surround the events.  Yet liberal scholarship has had a field day here.  First they begin with the assumption 
that God’s word really is not God’s word, but the product of man.  With this they posit the belief that the 
documents of Scripture/the books of the Bible slowly emerged through a process of editing wherein a 
priestly writer took multiple religious writings and merged them into one document.  And so for example 
we read of 
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• The Pentateuch.3 
• The Book of Isaiah.4   
• The Gospels.5 

 
All of which are believed by liberals to have multiple authors and sources. 
 
Well when liberal scholarship considers the multiple ascension accounts of Saul, there is the immediate 
suggestion that when Samuel was written, there were numerous and conflicting documents before the 
priestly writer. And that this priestly writer did the best job that he could in melding the traditions, but in the 
end failed because the documents before him were just too diverse in their opinion about Saul.  And so for 
example: 
 

• As 1 Samuel 9, 13, 14, 15 are hostile toward Saul and complimentary toward Samuel, it is believed 
that these sections at one time were of a single tradition, the Pro-Samuel tradition.    

• But then there is 1 Sam. 10, 11, 14:47-52 which speak glowingly about Saul. Certainly these 
represent another religious tradition, a Pro-Saul tradition. 

 
From this has emerged the belief that the reason that Samuel contains multiple ascension stories is because 
Samuel was taken from different sources-some of which obviously were in conflict with one another. 
 
Yet brothers and sister, we needn’t go there in answering “The Problem” for while conservative scholarship 
has said very little about it, it hasn’t been silent.  Consider with me the solution to the problem.   
 
The following is an historical recitation which explains the reason for Saul’s multiple coronations.6  When 
God first anointed Saul, the king was given a commission which included mounting an attack against the 
Philistine Garrison which was stationed on the high and holy place next to Gibeah.7  Saul’s calling was 
specifically centered on ridding Israel of the Philistine presence.8  Accordingly we are not surprised that the 
avenue that God planned for Saul’s ascension to the throne was via a battle with the Philistines, a battle 
which Israel eventually waged and won in 1 Samuel 13. 
 
Yet we know that Saul didn’t fulfill the Divine commission.  After the signs came to pass which Samuel 
predicted, Saul did not attack the Philistine garrison.  Rather he turned around and went home;9 he went 
back to the field and farming.10   
 
Yet we have learned that battle was a key ingredient in the ancient world for establishing a would-be 
monarch’s authority as king. And this is exactly what Saul’s rise to power did not have! Accordingly as the 
                                                 
3 The Pentateuch- the first five books of the Bible- is said to have four sources: the E document (derived from the word “Elohim” 
because these sections of Scripture favor this title for God), the J document (derived from the word “Jehovah” because these 
sections of Scripture favor this name for God), the D document (which is believed to be the book of Deuteronomy since it doesn’t 
have any obvious breaks or cuts which could be explained by separate documents), and the P document (which contains the 
opinion of the priestly writer who assemble the books). 
4 Liberals believe that the book of Isaiah is the result of the merging of three to five different religious documents. Hence liberals 
speak of Isaiah I, Isaiah II, Isaiah III, and so on. 
5 Liberals believe that behind each of the books is another source document known as Q. It was from this manuscript that liberals 
believe that most of the stories about Christ came. 
6 The following has been taken from J. Philips Long’s treatment in “The Reign and Rejection of King Saul.” 
7 Compare 1 Samuel 10:5-7 
8 Compare 1 Samuel 9:16 
9 Compare 1 Samuel 10:13-14 
10 Compare 1 Samuel 11:5 

 3



 
 

wheels already had been set in motion, Samuel proceeded to Mizpah where He publicly installed Saul as 
King.11  Yet because Saul was untried in battle and so unproven, the installation was met with a mixed 
reception.   
 

• There were those who had longed for a king for many years and so shouted, “Long live the king!” 
(1 Samuel 10:24).   

• But there also were those who saw no reason for Saul’s qualification who saw him for what he really 
was, a coward. And so far from accepting him, they “despised him” (1 Samuel 10:27). 

 
From this we see that the net result of Saul’s ascension to the throne was division amongst the people of 
God… disunity… which was and is a serious problem in any nation! 
 
But then came the threat of Nahash in 1 Samuel 11, the ensuring battle, and the routing of the Ammonites 
by Saul… and everything changed!  Saul’s authority as king was no longer accepted by faith.  He was 
shown to be king; it was demonstrated that God positively was with him!   
 
Accordingly, Samuel here took the opportunity to re-install Saul as the King of Israel at an installation 
ceremony which this time was heralded and accepted by the entire nation.  That went as would be expected 
upon the rise of a new king: there were no detractors or division, just enthusiastic support! 
 
It is not that the Book of Samuel was written by a redactor who endeavored to weave two separate 
monarchial traditions together… and yet failed!  It is that Saul was a tentative servant of the Lord who failed 
to uphold his initial calling which had the cascading effect of giving no proof of his qualification to lead 
Israel- which led to a doubting and distrust when it came to his regency.  But when battle occurred and God 
worked through Saul to bring about victory, Samuel took advantage of the occasion to reinstall the king that 
the nation might be unified around the rise and reign of Saul.  In the words of Joyce Baldwin: 
 
“At Mizpah, Saul had been chosen and proclaimed king, but he was not supported by all (1 Sa. 10:27); 
having now proved himself in action, he will be established by all the people, and so the words of Samuel, 
let us… renew the kingdom, imply unanimous support for Saul. The ceremony at Gilgal ‘renews’ the 
kingdom in the sense that opposition is no more…”12  

The Unqualified Coronation 
And that brings us to our text and Saul’s unqualified coronation as king. 
 

1 Samuel 11:14-15, “Then said Samuel to the people, Come, and let us go to Gilgal, and renew the 
kingdom there.  And all the people went to Gilgal; and there they made Saul king before the LORD in 
Gilgal; and there they sacrificed sacrifices of peace offerings before the LORD; and there Saul and all 
the men of Israel rejoiced greatly.” 

 
Again our text represents a mini-climax in redemptive history.  God had vanquished the foe as He had many 
times before.  But this time, He had done so through an earthly king, a king prophesied as far back as 
Moses.13  
 

                                                 
11 Compare 1 Samuel 10:17 
12 Joyce G. Baldwin, 1 and 2 Samuel: An Introduction and Commentary, Tyndale Old Testament Commentaries, InterVarsity 
Press, December 1988, ISBN: 0877842582 page 98 
13 Compare Deuteronomy 17:14-17 
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Thus Samuel and the people of God were living at a special time in which Old Testament prophecy was 
being fulfilled NOT just amongst them, BUT through them! Upon the vanquishing of their foes, Israel now 
was a sovereign, independent nation with a king who was willing and able to defend her national security! 
 
Accordingly with nationalism at an all time high AND in light of the recent installation service of Saul 
which actually divided the nation,14  Samuel lead the people of God to Gilgal that the kingdom there might 
be renewed! 
 
Now why did Samuel chose Gilgal? 
 
Recall that Gilgal was a recognized high and holy place in Israel at this time.  It became Israel's base of 
operations after the crossing of Jordan.15  The first Passover in Canaan was held here16 and here the manna 
ceased.17  From Gilgal, Joshua led Israel in battle against Jericho.18  It was here to which Ehud returned in 
order to slay a Moabite king for Israel's deliverance.19  And it was here that Samuel visited during his yearly 
circuit ride in which he oversaw the worship of the people of God20 and that Saul would rally the troops to 
fight against the Philistines.21  In fact Gilgal would be the place where Elijah would be translated to 
heaven.22   
 
Accordingly at this time in redemptive history, Gilgal was a holy and fitting place to renew the kingdom of 
God’s anointed! And yet it also was a city whose location was quite convenient.  If you look on a map, you 
will note that the battle that Saul just won was fought in and around the city of Jabeshgilead which was 
located on the east side of the Jordan midway between the Sea of Galilee and the Dead Sea.  Accordingly, 
Gilgal was the closest “holy place” at the time.23  
 
Accordingly it was at this city that the nation assembled in order to reaffirm their commitment to Saul’s 
regency. Here they watched as Saul ascended unto a throne and there began leading the people of God as 
their King! From this point on, and for the next 32 years, Saul would rule over a unified nation. 
 
From this we see a second fruit which accompanied the establishing of the kingdom of God’s anointed:  
Coronation, the exaltation of a commoner into the office of King and the taking upon oneself the duties and 
requirements of royalty. 
 
Now as Saul’s kingdom was but a shadow of the Kingdom of Christ, with this passage we think of the 
establishing of Christ’s Kingdom and the coronation which accompanied it!   

Christ’s Coronation 
Do you remember reading about the Coronation Ceremony which accompanied Christ’s ascension as King?  
 
As a congregation we considered the passage a couple of years back!  It occurred when Christ rose again 

                                                 
14 Compare 1 Samu3l 10:14-17 
15 Compare Joshua 4:19 
16 Compare Joshua 5:9-10 
17 Compare Joshua 5:11-12 
18 Compare Joshua 6:11-14 
19 Compare Judges 3:19 
20 Compare 1 Samuel 7:16 
21 Compare 1 Samuel 13:8-14 
22 Compare 2 Kings 2:1 
23 There were three holy places, Bethel, Mizpah, and Gilgal 
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from the dead and ascended into the heavens where 
 

• As a Priest, He sat down at the right hand of God, Hebrews 1:3b.  
• As a Prophet, He gave forth His word, Hebrews 1:1-2.  
• As a King, He began to reign over His newly established Kingdom, Hebrews 1:3a. 

 
The passage is found in Philippians 2.  After relinquishing the right to be worshipped as God, Christ became 
a man, fulfilled the law of God perfectly (specifically the covenant of works), and then humbled Himself to 
the point of death on the cross!  By this, Christ established His kingdom on the earth, a kingdom which 
currently exists in the hearts of man24 and yet will someday come in its fullness at which time the earth will 
be torched (think of a city being conquered by a king,25 and out of the ruins Christ will rebuild the Heavens 
and Earth making it the physical location of His kingdom.26   
 
So after Christ became a man and then died in the place of His people, Christ participated in a coronation 
ceremony. 
 

Philippians 2:9-11, “Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is 
above every name:  That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things 
in earth, and things under the earth;  And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to 
the glory of God the Father.” 

 
There is no question that the imagery here is that of the coronation of a King. There’s the veiled reference 
to the throne of the universe.  There’s the expectation of knees bowing before Him.  And there’s the 
anticipated corporate confession, “Jesus Christ is Lord.” — also know as, “Long Live the King!” 
 
So, it is not just Saul whose kingdom brought with it a coronation.   So also does Christ’s!  Now notice I 
didn’t say, “Did” but “Does.”  See what we read here about Saul’s Kingdom is taking place in the lives of 
God’s people, TODAY!  Currently Christ has the name which is above all names. 
 
And from Philippians 2 we conclude that it is God’s intention that “every knee SHOULD bow… and every 
tongue SHOULD confess that Jesus Christ is Lord.”  Now I want you to notice that “should” speaks of 
something which ought to be done both now and in the future.  
 

• Example: If I say that you “should” put on a coat, my statement has little import as to yesterday.   
• Indeed! To say you “should” do something speaks of a present and future reality. 

 
Accordingly if God exalted Christ unto the Throne of the Universe so all people SHOULD bow before Him 
and confess His Lordship, we conclude that Christ’s coronation is something that just didn’t occur 2,000 
years ago, BUT something that has relevance and import today!  Christ’s Coronation ceremony never ended 
its celebration continues as we confess His name! 
 
As this is true, we are thereby instructed as to the “motive behind the madness” in all that is going on in our 
lives.  Do you see that God’s best for you is NOT  
 

• Momentary happiness or fulfillment.   

                                                 
24 Compare Luke 17:21 
25 Compare 2 Peter 3:10-12 
26 Compare 2 Peter 3:13 
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• The getting of your way.   
• Worldly success. 

 
RATHER God’s best for you is your coming to a fuller understanding of Christ’s Lordship that 
 

• He is indeed the Sovereign ruler of the universe.   
• All things are upheld by the word of His power.   
• He makes no mistakes.   
• Where you are and what you will become is as God wills.   
• The hairs on your head are numbered.   
• The sparrow doesn’t fall to the ground apart from God (Matthew 10:29). 

 
Now insofar as we fall short of confessing this in our lives (not just by our lip, but also by our living), God 
is lovingly and graciously working to bring us to this realization!  In fact it is beautifully set before us here 
in Saul’s ascension to the throne. 
 
When one views Saul’s ascension from the perspective of Christ’s Kingdom, the multiple ascension 
accounts in Samuel are not problematic, but quite instructive and comforting.  Here you have an individual 
who on account of his timidity didn’t fulfill all that was required in order for him to be accepted as the King 
of Israel.  As such we note two ascensions: one which was accompanied with gripes, ridicule, resentment, 
and more and one which, on the heals of forgiveness, was accompanied by celebration, rejoicing, and a 
unified confession of “Long live the King!” 
 
Isn’t that how Christ’s Coronation is worked out in our lives- yet not because of His timidity, but because 
of our hard hearts? 
 
We come to Christ through salvation, but then struggle with His providence and so His Lordship, a struggle 
which at times makes us  
 

• Doubt His goodness.  
• Kick against the goads.   
• Question His will.  
• Despise or regret His providence.  
• And see the worthless men of 1 Samuel 10:27 here! 

 
But then Christ amazes us- either by 
 

• Giving us a deeper understanding of His grace. 
• Showing us how much He loves us.  
• Vindicating His glory.   
• Bringing to pass the unthinkable in our lives.   
• Assuring us of His forgiveness. 

 
And we find ourselves confessing, “Indeed! Jesus Christ is Lord! How could I have ever doubted Him?” 
and see the second coronation of Saul in 1 Samuel 11:15! 
 
This is the story of our lives as we mature in Christ.   
 

• A confession that Jesus Christ is Lord.  
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• Then dissatisfaction with His regency.   
• The triumph of grace whereby we are assured of Christ’s forgiveness.   
• The confession that Jesus Christ is Lord! 

 
We see it in the life of Job.  For much of Job’s life, the Lordship and Sovereignty of Christ were 
acknowledged and appreciated! Job loved God!  But then God ordained a bitter providence and Job found 
himself kicking against the goads.  God then used the difficulty to reveal another facet of His glory and 
goodness to Job.  And the end result was that Job confessed that Jesus Christ is Lord. 
 

Job 42:5-6, “I have heard of thee by the hearing of the ear: but now mine eye seeth thee.  Wherefore I 
abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes.” 

 
And so today, this moment, a coronation Ceremony is taking place in which God is bringing us to the place 
whereby we can say freely and without any hesitancy… Jesus Christ is Lord!  Peter in describing this 
coronation says: 
 

1 Peter 1:8-9, “Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye see him not, yet believing, ye 
rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory:  Receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of 
your souls.” 

 
Such is the second fruit which accompanies the establishing of the Kingdom of God’s Anointed!   
 

About Bethel Presbyterian Church  
 
The Bethel Presbyterian Church Ministry of the Word is published regularly.  
 

VISIT US WHEN IN Broomfield, COLORADO  
Feel free to visit Bethel Presbyterian Church when in Broomfield, Colorado. Bethel Presbyterian Church 
meets at Broomfield High School, Eagle (10th Street) and Main, Broomfield, Colorado. The telephone 
number of the church is 303-469-6912. The worship services are at 9:30 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. each Sunday. 
Bethel Presbyterian Church is a member of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church.  
  
All our sermons can be accessed via the World Wide Web.  The recording for this sermon and these notes 
can be found at  The Coronation of a King.   The web address for all sermons at Bethel Presbyterian Church 
can be found out as follows: http://bethelpresbyterian.sermonaudio.com  

About the Preacher  
Greg Thurston preached this sermon on December 23, 2007.  Greg is the preacher at Bethel Presbyterian 
Church 
 

http://www.sermonaudio.com/sermoninfo.asp?SID=122307182653%20
http://bethelpresbyterian.sermonaudio.com/
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