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John 2.12-17 

A Violent Cleansing 

 

Aim: to see the glory, to see the beauty of the perfections of Christ.  To see His love for the 

Father.  To see His love for holiness.  To see His love for pure worship.  

 

INTRODUCTION: 

 

Christianity is not about a religion it‘s about a relationship!  It‘s about both!  (false dichotomy)   

 

Christianity is a religion.  Religion is not simply man‘s best efforts to reach God.  Christianity as 

a religion means something totally different than if you were to hear me say Buddhism, 

Hinduism, or Islam.  Christianity is a religion in this world and a religion in this country.  

Christianity is not our efforts to reach God even though other religions may be defined that way 

in what they believe and practice.  Christianity is an undefiled religion and for those who follow 

the Christian religion and Christian faith you follow an undefiled religion. 

 

The internet gives me this definition for religion: it is an organized collection of beliefs, cultural 

systems, and world views that relate humanity to an order of existence.  One theologian tells me 

that religion is a set of beliefs and practices related to a conviction that there is something higher 

than the individual human being.  So with these two definitions I think I can say amen to both of 

them. 

 

Christianity is an organized collection of beliefs from God‘s Holy Word, the Scriptures.  

Christianity is a set of practices and system of culture.  Christianity is a worldview that relates 

humanity to an order of existence and that Existence being much higher than ourselves…that 

existence being the One true God. 

 

So in this regard Christianity is a religion and a pure and undefiled religion.   

 

But so that we are not guilty of false dichotomies Christianity is not only a religion, but it is also 

a relationship.  It is not simply a set of beliefs and practices and worldviews, but Christianity is 

personal in all these ways because we relate our beliefs, practices, and worldviews to a person 

and that person being Jesus Christ. 
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So it is, in my opinion, wrong to say that Christianity is not a religion but a relationship, because 

it is both a religion and a relationship.  To make this claim is to create a false dichotomy.   

 

In this vein of thinking as we push further this morning into the gospel of John this is what Jesus 

is going to be confronting, engaging and even invading as Jesus manifests His glory and 

establishes His Kingdom and authority before the people.  He is going to be displaying His 

authority over everything.  He is going to be displaying His sovereignty over everything.  He is 

going to be displaying the power of His Kingdom and His authority over everything and 

specifically over the religious establishment of the day that has turned their back on God.   

 

He is going to be demonstrating and speaking to many people of how their religion is worthless 

and how their religion has become and open tomb for people to walk themselves right into hell.  

We have already been introduced to how the rituals of the Jews were empty and of no effect in 

the illustration of the six empty stone waterpots at the wedding in Cana.   

 

You see, Jesus‘ Kingdom is a Kingdom of righteousness not rituals.  His is a Kingdom of love 

not legalism.  His is a Kingdom of servant hood not selfishness.  So everyone will be hearing 

from this Man to repent because the Kingdom of God is at hand!  The Kingdom of God is before 

them.  Jesus is about to engage the religious establishment and He‘s literally going to clean 

house against their idolatry and their false worship. 

 

Their religion has become worthless.  And even more dangerous their lives have taken on a form 

of religion that looks really good on the outside, but their religion has absolutely no substance 

whatsoever. 

 

In the passage of Scripture this morning, we are going to be introduced to Jesus‘ zeal for His 

Father‘s house…for the temple.  Jesus is going to clean and clear the temple! 

 

Let‟s read it together…John 2.12-17. 

 

Title: A Violent Cleansing 

 

Aim: to see the glory, to see the beauty of the perfections of Christ.  To see the glory of His love 

for the Father.  To see the glory of His love for holiness.  To see the glory of His love for 

pure worship. 
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Jesus Is On The Move (v.12) 
 

What we first notice in this next section of Scripture is Jesus is now on the move.  He is no 

longer going to be in one place for long periods of time.  His ministry and the coming of His 

Kingdom is going to penetrate the darkness of this land all the way from Sidon up North, Tyre in 

the West, Bethany in the South, and the Decapolis in the East.  So we are told by John that after 

the wedding in Cana Jesus goes down into Capernaum by the Sea of Galilee.   

 

Capernaum was lower in elevation than Cana because it was at the Sea of Galilee.  This is the 

reason why John says that Jesus went down to Capernaum.  Capernaum is on the northwest 

side of the Sea of Galilee.  It is going to be an interesting place, because it is in Capernaum 

where Jesus is going to establish His home base for His ministry.  Matthew tells us in His gospel 

that one day Jesus came and settled in Capernaum.  So even though Jesus will constantly be on 

the move Capernaum is going to be His home base for His ministry. 

 

He Has Some Folks With Him (v.12) 

 

“After this He went down to Capernaum, He and His mother and His 

brothers and His disciples; and they stayed there a few days.” 
 

So after the wedding in Cana He heads down to Capernaum and He has His mother, His 

brothers, and His disciples with Him.  We know of His mother (Mary) and we know of His 

disciples (John, Andrew, Peter, Nathanael, and Philipp), but who are His brothers? 

 

Unfortunately there are at least three possibilities to the meaning of His brothers.  One 

interpretation is widely held by most Roman Catholics that the term brothers actually mean 

cousins.  The reason for this interpretation is because since the second century Romans Catholics 

have believed in the perpetual virginity of Mary.  This means that Mary never had sexual 

relations with Joseph or any man.  So she forever remained a virgin.  If you believe this then you 

have to take His brothers and make it mean something else other than, well, His brothers.  So 

they believe it means His cousins not His brothers. 

Another interpretation of the meaning of His brothers is less held than the first and that is that 

Joseph had children with another woman and therefore this would have spoken to Jesus‘ 

brothers from Joseph‘s other marriage.   
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A third interpretation of the meaning of His brothers and I must say is the clearest meaning in 

Scripture is that these were indeed His brothers, not His cousins, and not His brothers from 

another mother.  In Mark chapter 6 the people from Jesus‘ hometown were astonished at Jesus‘ 

teaching.  They ask this question in verse 3… 

 

“Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary, and the brother of James, 

and Joses, and Judas, and Simon?  Are not His sisters here with us? 
 

So in this one little verse of Scripture we can glean that Jesus had at least four brothers and two 

sisters.  Making that a total of at least 7 children for Mary.  So you have to do a lot of tweaking 

and working to make Scripture teach that Jesus didn‘t have any brothers or sisters from His 

mother Mary.   

 

So Jesus, His mother, His brothers, and His disciples are on their way down to Capernaum.  

We are not told why they are going there, but they are headed there at least for a few days. 

 

Time To Celebrate (v.13) 

 

 “The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem.” 

 

So once again we read that Jesus is on the move.  He only stayed a few days in Capernaum, 

because the time of the Passover was at hand.  Because of Exodus 23 and Deuteronomy 16 it 

was required by God that “three times in a year all your males shall appear before the 

LORD your God in the place which He chooses‖ (Deuteronomy 16.16).   

 

Three times a year they would celebrate the feasts.  First, would be the Feast of Unleavened 

Bread.  Second, would be the Feast of Weeks.  Third, would be the Feast of Booths.  And 

during these feasts they were not allowed to appear before the LORD empty-handed.  They were 

required to give unto the LORD. 

So for Jesus it was the time for the Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread.  The Passover 

was observed in the first month of the Jewish calendar year Abib or Nisan, which usually 

happens in March/April for us.   
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The Passover was celebrated because of God‘s passing over the people of God while in bondage 

in Egypt.  In Exodus 12 God instructs Moses to instruct the people to take an unblemished male 

lamb one year old and on the 14
th

 day of the beginning of the year they were commanded to kill 

the lamb at twilight which was between 3 and 6 pm.   

 

They were then instructed to take some of the blood of the lamb and put it on the doorposts and 

the lintel of their homes.  They were also instructed to cook the lamb only with fire and eat it 

with unleavened bread and bitter herbs.  While they were eating they were to gird their loins, 

have sandals on their feet, their staff in hand and to eat it in haste.  In Exodus 12.11 it is called 

“the LORD‟S Passover”.  Because it is the LORD who would Passover His people and save 

them from death. 

 

The blood of the lamb was a sign for them on their houses where they lived and when the LORD 

saw the blood he passed over them and no plague befell them to destroy them when He struck 

the land of Egypt.  They were then instructed to observe this feast throughout their generations as 

a permanent ordinance.  

 

So for generations the Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread has been observed.  But one 

more thing we should consider before moving on.   

 

In preparation of the Passover and the feast of Unleavened Bread on the Passover eve…the 

head of each house, which was mainly the husband/the father, was to carefully gather up all 

leaven in the house and remove it.  (Phillips, p. 59) 

 

What is leaven?  It is yeast that expands to create bread/cakes/etc.  In Scripture leaven is a 

symbol of sin.  It is a symbolic lesson to the people that sin, when it is not dealt with quickly and 

biblically, expands in our lives and eventually will consume us.   

So it was the husband / the father / the head of the home‘s responsibility on the eve of Passover 

to remove from the house any and all forms of leaven that could be eaten to mark the cleansing 

of his home from sin.  The wife would see this.  The children would see this.  And ultimately the 

Lord would see this. 



6 

 

This is a constant reminder to us today that we as the men of God, the stewards of our own lives, 

the stewards of our wives and children, the stewards of our families are to be diligent to rid our 

homes of any and all sin.   

 

Is there anything in your home that is sinful?  Men, is there anything in your personal life that is 

sinful?  Is there anything in your wife‘s life that is sinful?  Is there anything in your children‘s 

life that is sinful?  Men, are we constantly approaching and praying to God to rid our hearts of 

sinful desires?  Are we praying for God to rid their hearts of sinful desires?  Are we simply 

approaching God to rid our families of sin?    

 

So Jesus, His mother, His brothers, and His disciples are making their way up to Jerusalem to 

celebrate the Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread.  Jerusalem is the place to go 

because that is where the temple is and the temple is where the people are to approach the 

presence of God.  So they are to celebrate in Jerusalem. 

 

A Place Of Worship Or A Place Of Business (v.14) 

 

When Jesus arrived in Jerusalem “He found in the temple those who were selling oxen and 

sheep and doves, and the money changers seated at their tables.”   

 

It was very common for multitudes of people to gather in Jerusalem from all over.  One scholar 

said upwards to a million people could have poured into Jerusalem each year.  Because they 

traveled long distances many if not most would not have wanted to bring their own oxen, their 

own sheep or their own doves.  They would have purchased them in Jerusalem upon arriving 

there.  Not an uncommon practice. 

 

But there is a problem.  The problem at today‘s arrival is that Jesus found in the temple those 

who were selling oxen, sheep, and doves, and the money changers.  You see they normally set 

up shop on the Mount of Olives, which according to Pastor Mike was only about a couple of 

hundred yards away from the temple.  But today apparently the temple authorities gave them the 

right to set up shop inside the temple.  This is what Jesus found in the temple. 
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Jesus‟ Response (v.15-16) 

 

So how did Jesus respond to what He found?  Verse 15-16,  
 

“And He made a scourge of cords, and drove them all out of the 

temple, with the sheep and the oxen; and He poured out the coins of 

the money changers and overturned their tables; and to those who 

were selling the doves He said, „Take these things away; stop making 

My Father‟s house a place of business.” 
 

You can almost picture in your mind that when Jesus walked into the temple courtyard, probably 

the court of the Gentiles, you can almost picture in your mind the righteous and holy indignation 

swelling up in Him.   

 

As He continued to walk around He found that the place of worship, the place of quiet rest 

before God, the place of communion with God, the place of reverence and reflection upon God 

had been turned into a market place, a place of business, and a place of commerce.   

 

It is in this place where instead of sober, quiet minds and hearts before God there was the noises 

of the oxen, the noises of the sheep and the doves, and everyone‘s ears were being filled with the 

noises of conversations of people negotiating the prices for the animals.  This was not the place 

to of business.  This was the place of worship. 

 

And let us not forget that here in this court of the Gentiles were those Gentiles who had 

converted to Judaism and were trying to worship the One True God.  But the temple authorities, 

the Jews, had absolutely no regard for the Gentile worshippers.  They took that which was 

common in the world and placed it smack dab in middle of the place of reverence and holiness 

unto God for the Gentile worshippers.  They made the place that was supposed to be sacred and 

sanctified for the Gentiles commonplace, a market place, and a business.  You can imagine the 

holy indignation of the God-Man swelling up as He walked and found all of this going on inside 

His Father‟s house. 

 

Jesus Cleared The Temple Clean (v.15) 

As Jesus continued to walk around He slowly started gathering material to make a scourge of 

cords or something like a whip of cords.  And when He finished gathering and making His 

scourge of cords John says that He drove them all out of the temple.   
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The phrase drove them out means to draw out with force with a notion of violence.  It‘s not easy 

to move oxen, so we can picture Jesus violently driving, and forcing these animals out of the 

temple with His scourge of cords.  He expelled them out of the temple.  Not the gentle Jesus 

you see in most children‘s story books! 

 

We know that the animals were being sold for sacrifice, but why were money changers there?  

The reason for the money changers is because there was only one kind of currency that was 

acceptable to receive for the temple tax.  Among other reasons, the temple would not accept any 

outside money because of the idol worship of the images on the coin.  It was simply not 

acceptable to receive the images of idol worship or any other pagan symbol inside the temple.   

 

So every male that was 20 years old and older had to pay the temple tax and ―It could be paid 

only using Jewish coins (because of the purity of their silver content), so foreigners had to 

exchange their money for acceptable coins.  The money changers had a monopoly on the 

market, so they literally could charge a ridiculous fee for their services.‖ (MacArthur, p. 90) 

 

So the righteous indignation of the Holy God-Man drove them all out of the temple, with the 

sheep and the oxen; and He poured out the coins of the money changers and overturned 

their tables.   

 

You can just imagine the mad scramble to try and gather up all the coins that were being 

scattered everywhere.  You see, the money changers were exchanging more that day that just 

money.  They were exchanging the glory of the presence of God for a temporal gain of their 

greedy hearts.  They didn‘t simply desecrate the temple with a table and some money.  They 

desecrated the temple because their hearts were dirty and they were dressing up their hearts with 

a pretense of service to God‘s people.  They were not serving anyone but themselves.  They were 

not worshipping God but worshipping money. 

Jesus would later say…quoting Isaiah, “This people honors Me with their lips, but their heart 

is far away from Me” (Matthew 15.8). 
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The temple leaders, the Jews, put on a good façade that day, making everything look like they 

were serving the people of God by making things convenient for everyone.  But deep down in 

their hearts they were not starving for God, they were starving for business, they were starving to 

profit off the worship of others, and they were starving after what they coveted most…money!!! 

 

Jesus drove these people out of the temple and then He looked to those who were selling the 

doves and He said, “Take these things away; stop making My Father‟s house a place of 

business.”   

 

Why did Jesus deal with the doves differently?  Why didn‘t He just rip open their cages and let 

them all fly away, so that there would be no profit for the dove owners? 

 

One commentator mentioned this right here…Jesus took care of the doves because the doves 

were sold to those who were poor.  The poor still had to purchase the doves as a sacrifice before 

God.  They couldn‘t afford to do anything else.  They were there to meet with God and to offer a 

sacrifice.  Perhaps once again we see Jesus‘‘ heart for those less fortunate.     

 

So maybe in that moment Jesus also remembered the stories that Joseph and Mary shared over 

the years of taking Him to the temple to be blessed and how they purchased two turtle doves.  

You see they were that humble and poor family that needed the doves and for the rest of Jesus‘ 

ministry He would be looking to the least of these to heal, to bless, to deliver, and to save.   

 

Jesus Had Great Zeal For His Father‟s House (v.16-17) 

 

So he told the owners of the doves in verse 16 to take them away and to stop making His 

Father‟s house a place of business.  Jesus was taking care of His Father‟s house.  By calling 

God His Father in this moment Jesus was declaring to all who were listening that He was the 

Son of God.  And just like the Father in the Old Testament who was responsible for removing 

all the leaven in the house, Jesus on behalf of His Father, removes all the leaven in His Father‟s 

house.   
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It was in this moment that Jesus had begun to take on the religious establishment of the day.  As 

John the Apostle calls them in John 1.19…the Jews!  There‘s no doubt that the Jews were 

making a nice profit off this ‗convenient‘ market place in the temple.  But the God-Man would 

have none of it.  He drove them out with force and violent force at that. 

 

A few years later…the last time that Jesus would leave the temple He called the temple ‗your 

house‘ not God‘s house and He said He would leave it to them desolate.‖ (Matthew 23.18)   

 

The word desolate means to give up a thing to a person and to leave and go way from them.  

This is exactly what we will ultimately see in John.  The presence of God will no longer reside in 

the temple made with hands, but in the temple made by God.  The new temple is going to be the 

body of Christ.  You and me.  The people of God.  The new humanity that is made new in Jesus 

Christ.  We are the dwelling place of God.  He abides and lives in us today! 

 

As Paul tells the Corinthians, “Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy 

Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own?  For you 

have been bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body.”  (1 Corinthians 6.19-20) 

 

And guess what?  Jesus is still cleansing His Father‟s House / His temple today.   

 

He is still sanctifying you and me and cleansing us with the water of the Word of God.  What is 

so sweet is that today in John 2.12-17 we see the glory of the holiness and righteousness of 

Christ in cleansing the temple…ridding it of sin and Lord willing next time in John we will see 

that Jesus will replace the temple with His body.  He will destroy the manmade temple and raise 

up His own body as the place to meet with God.   

 

You no longer have to travel miles and days to meet and approach God.  You no longer have to 

purchase oxen. Purchase sheep.  Purchase doves.  You no longer have to abide in the outer courts 

of the temple in the Gentile courts away from the intimate presence of God.  I want to remind 

you this morning, that you, by the blood of the Lamb that was slain, have been covered and 

passed over from God‘s wrath and you no longer have to approach God in a manmade temple.  

You can boldly go before the throne of grace to find grace and help in time of need. 
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Jesus is now our gathering place.  We are the body of Christ.  We are the temple of God.  And 

He, right now, has as much zeal for your holiness and your righteousness as the temple of God 

as He did for His Father‘s house 2,000 years ago.  We are the temple of God.  It is in the people 

of God where the Holy Spirit abides.   

 

Jesus told the Pharisees when they were questioning Him about what was lawful for Him to do 

on the Sabbath and Jesus tells them, ―I say to you that something greater than the temple is 

here.‖  Jesus is greater than the temple.  He is zealous for His Father‘s glory not simply a 

building.  He is zealous for His people to live in a manner that glorifies His Father in Heaven. 

 

The manner that glorifies the Father in heaven is pure worship.  Worship that is not mixed with 

the world.  You cannot worship God and money.  Either you will love the one and hate the other 

or you will hate the one and love the other.   

 

Pure worship is a zeal and a longing for God‘s presence.  To be with God and for us to draw near 

to Him and for Him to draw near to us.  We cannot draw near to God while clinching in our 

hands the things of the world.  Pure worship is what Jesus is zealous for.  He is zealous for the 

glory of His Father in our lives and we must worship Him in Spirit and truth. 

 

―What Jesus saw that day in the temple was not an isolated instance of questionable worship 

support.  It was the outworking of greed cloaked with religion.  ―This people honors me with 

their lips, but their heart is far from me; in vain do they worship me‖ (Matthew 15:8–9).  My 

Father is not being worshipped. Money is being worshipped in My Father’s house.  Jesus came 

into the world to display the infinite worth of his Father and to vindicate his Father‟s honor—

and to free us from the killing effects of the love of money.‖  (Piper) 

 

It is no wonder that Jesus from this day on will spend a large portion of His teaching ministry 

speaking about the love of money.  Paul wrote to Timothy that “the love of money is a root of 

all sorts of evil, and some by longing for it have wandered away from the faith and pierced 

themselves with many griefs.”   

 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matthew%2015.8%E2%80%939
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Although the people in the temple had a form of religion their worship on the other hand was 

wicked idolatry to money and the greed of their hearts.  Jesus is exposing them for who they are 

and the Kingdom of God is before them…and they have absolutely no idea who He is. 

 

The Jews cannot see His glorious love for His Father.  The Jews cannot see His glorious love for 

holiness.  The Jews cannot see His glorious love for the pure worship…undefiled worship in 

God‘s presence. 

 

We know that they cannot see Him because next time in John we are going to read that they 

asked Jesus to show them a sign for His authority.  The sign of His authority in this moment is 

that He is the Son of God and He is cleansing the temple clean of sin.  But they simply cannot 

see, nor do they believe in Him, and obviously they are not savoring and delighting in Him. 

 

CONCLUSION: 
 

Jesus is serious about His Father.  He is serious about holiness.  He is serious about the purity of 

worship.  We know He is serious because He violently deals with the sin in the temple. 

 

It is right for us to see Jesus‘ cleansing the temple to see how serious He takes our sin as His 

people.  We too must pursue righteousness and holiness.  We must confess sin to God and to 

repent of sin and trust in Him.  We too must put to death the deeds of the flesh. 

 

Jesus dealt with the sin in the temple violently, driving them all out of the temple.  The Father 

dealt with sin violently against His Son, killing His only son on a cross, therefore driving the 

punishment of sin away from us who see and believe and have life in Christ. 

 

If I may ask it this way, how violently do you deal with sin in your own life?  Do you, like the 

head of the household on the eve of Passover, rid the whole house of leaven as a symbol of sin?  

Do you put to death the deeds of your own flesh?  As an act of faith and empowerment by the 

Holy Spirit, are you killing sin in your life? 

 

Where‘s the righteous indignation against all sin that defiles this temple (your body)?  Where is 

your hatred and disgust against the sin of covetousness and idolatry and the love of money in 

your own life?  Jesus died to set you free from the love of money.  Jesus died to set you free to 

love the Father….to love holiness and to love the purity of worship.  He died so that men can 

live in a manner that is pleasing to God.  See the glory of the love of Christ this morning! 


