
             That Christ Should Come 

Call to Worship:  Micah 5:2-5a    Hymn #153-  Behold a Branch is Growing 
1st Scripture:  Genesis 2:1-17                                Hymn #161-  Silent Night 
2nd Scripture:  Genesis 3              Hymn #151-  O Come all Ye Faithful 

Introduction: 

 When you have something, and when you have that something for a long time, sadly, it is 

very easy to take that something for granted.  A gift, continually given, is often appreciated at the 

outset, but over time, that appreciation begins to depreciate, because, one of the corruptive 

infections of our fallen human nature, tends to drive us to embrace an "entitlement " mentality.  

In a fallen world, it doesn't take too long for appreciation and gratitude to become presumption.    

 And sadly, brethren, while it would be preferable to cast such ideas into the realm of the 

secular, we would be deceived to deny that, as Christians, these tendencies make their way into 

our Christianity.  Indeed, we can, and do, tend to lose sight of the wonder of our salvation, and 

adoption in Christ, to the point that we take for granted, that which was most precious and 

wonderful for us, at our conversion.  Yes, the very sacrifice and death of our beloved Savior, has 

the tendency of becoming yesterday's news, because of the wretched influences of our flesh. 

 This morning, and next week, Lord willing, I want to approach the advent and birth of 

Christ, from the angle, of seeking to refuel our appreciation for all that He has done for us.  From 

the standpoint of the advent, this morning, we will consider the fact that Christ "should come."  

Here, we will ponder the great plan of God, on our behalf, and the extent of the commitment 

made toward sinners, such as us.  Next week, Lord willing, we will consider the fact that Christ 

"did come."  There, we will ponder the actual act of the incarnation, which fulfilled the ordained 

plan, that we are considering this morning. 

I.  All was very good 

 Several times, we are told in Genesis 1, that God looked upon the various elements of His 

creation, and "it was very good."  And we ought not to be surprised by this, because the Creator 

Himself; the eternal Designer Himself, is perfect, and only good.  Very clearly, God wants us to 
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see, right from the outset, that every single problem; indeed, every hint of corruption, found in 

this creation, cannot possibly be traced back to God Himself, or to the way, in which, God has 

designed anything.  God is not the Author of sin.   

 In fact, the potential for sin, and the potential for ungodliness, only came to be, the 

moment that created beings, less than God, were required to maintain any level of obedience to 

God.  Once the whole notion of "required obedience," exists, which is good and proper, the 

potential for sin likewise exists.  God required obedience from man, and this was manifested in 

the command that God had given to Adam, when He had barred Him from eating of the "Tree of 

the Knowledge of Good and Evil."  The potential for sin existed right there, and God had 

authored that potential, which is good, righteous and proper, for a God, who desired to design a 

reasonable and responsible creation, that would bring Him glory, by way of such obedience.  

When non-Christians blurt out, about how God could have kept Adam and Eve from sinning, or, 

how He could have created them in such a way that they could not sin, we ought to respond by 

saying, "Yes, that is true, but then God would have had no reason for creating rational beings in 

His own image, and for His glory."  It is like saying, "God could have created this creation 

without the intention of being glorified in and by it," which is like saying, "God could have laid 

aside His divinity, and created all things for a purpose outside of Himself, which would displace 

God from His own throne, and thereby, compromise His very essence and Being." 

 Needless to say, God created all things very good.  The ruin, the corruption, the 

defilement; indeed, every problem and every hint of evil in this world, was birthed, in the sin of 

our first parents, Adam and Eve, which leads us to consider, secondly, the reality and severity of 

the fall of mankind. 

II.  The Reality and Severity of the Fall of Mankind 

 In Genesis, Chapter 3, we are given a recording of the great and tragic downfall of 

mankind.  The severity of that fall, can be seen, in part, by the universal consequences, that 

surround us, and come out of us, right here, in the year 2014.  If there is crime; if there is theft 

and adultery and envy and jealousy and hatred and usury and rape and murder and corruption 

and every other wicked vice under the sun, then the severity of the fall, even on the basis of what 
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we presently see and hear and feel, must be very serious.  You don't get from paradise to this, 

without a devastating, tragic, interruption.  If this is believable, and it is, because we witness it, 

with all of our senses (we live it), then it ought not to be too difficult, to think that the holy, 

righteous and just nature of God, is not a thing to be compromised, in any sense, by created 

beings. 

 When God told man that, should he eat of the forbidden fruit; should he disobey God, and 

spawn an infection of ungodliness in the heart of human beings, then he would surely die, He 

was, in essence, telling man, that it is a capital offense of the worst kind, to rebel against the 

good and proper dictates of his holy and eternal Creator.  The essence of a thing can, at times, be 

measured by how it responds to any form of provocation.  If you stick your hand into a flame of 

fire, and leave it there, it will burn you, and it will continue to burn you, for as long as you leave 

your hand in the flame.  It is in the very essence of fire, to burn what it touches.  That doesn't 

make fire bad or harsh, in any sense, because that's what it does.  Well, the very essence of God, 

requires righteous perfection, from all of His creatures, and that without compromise.  And God 

never hid that from man, from the beginning.   

 And so, when Adam and Eve, believed the serpent and disobeyed God, they subjected 

themselves and the entire human race, to the wrath and judgment of our holy God.  They 

became; mankind became utterly abhorrent, defiled, ungodly, wretched, morally marred and 

contra-God, in the severest sense.  Everything lovable, about us; every wondrous blessing of 

purity, woven into the fabric of our being, from the beginning, became corrupt and defiled.  We 

became, not merely indifferent to God, but rather, His enemies!  So great was the offense; such a 

tremendous infraction against the holy character of God, was man, that the only possible means 

of rectifying the matter, was for man to die, and that eternally.   

 No one naturally wants to believe in an eternal hell, where rational beings suffer 

conscious torment and pain forever and ever.  We cannot fathom such a terrible and devastating 

destiny, but friends, that is because we cannot imagine the pure, holy and righteous essence of 

the eternally existent God, who created us and all things.  We see a bit of the greatness of His 

wisdom and His power, displayed before us, in this world, and what we see, is far more than we 

can bear.  But the Scriptures tell us, that He, who knows every thought of every living being, 
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always and forever, all at the same time, without a single lapse in His memory, has His glory set 

way above the heavens!  We are not dealing with merely another man, a king of some sort, a 

demigod, and angel or some other created being, with a powerful and yet, limited capacity!  We 

are dealing with an uncreated, ever-existing, self-existing God, who is, altogether, and infinitely 

beyond our reach, even though He condescends to interact with and covenant with His finite 

creatures!   

 And so, yes, the so-called smallest of your sins, is that offensive to Him.  Offenses that 

we brush off as minor or small; as "little white lies" and tiny boo boos, are galaxies of offense to 

the One, who bears an essence, which can only be illustrated to us, by pure light.  If you were 

determined to fly into the sun, you would melt and dissolve, far, far, before you reached its 

surface.  And the light of God's glory, makes the sun look like a large shadow, in comparison.  

You cannot trifle with God, and yet, we all have, miserably, haven't we?    

 We have inherited the fallen and contaminated nature, which our first parents birthed, 

right there in the Garden of Eden.  And we act out of it, in the many, many, ways in which we 

violate God's Laws.  We live out of our hearts, and our hearts, being full of wickedness, emit 

actions through our bodies, which continually compromise God's Moral Law.  

  And so, brethren, as we strive to renew and revive our appreciation for all that God has 

done for us in Christ, we must begin by recognizing how utterly repulsive, we naturally are, apart 

from Christ.  We must identify with our first parents, Adam and Eve, at the moment of their 

rebellion in the Garden.  We are completely ashamed, guilty before God, attempting to cover 

ourselves with fig leaves, because our consciences have been changed and affected by our great 

disobedience.  And the unhindered comfort and peace, which we once had in God's presence; the 

sense of eternal, unending blessing, are all replaced by fear, guilt, terror, and the expectation of 

certain death and judgment.  You speak a harsh word against someone you love, and you are 

overcome by guilt afterward.  You get into an altercation with a friend, and the guilt sweeps over 

you.  You have lied, cheated, committed lewd acts, stolen...etc, and you have felt guilt 

afterwards, for all such offenses.  But consider, friends, that in all of your violations against 

God's perfect Law, you have sinned against your eternally righteous and holy God.  And the 

wages of that sin is death, and eternal condemnation beyond the grave.  It is a matter of great 
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urgency and severity.  It is a "no way out" situation, from your standpoint.  You can't fix it.  You 

are on a conveyor belt, heading straight for hell, and there is nothing whatsoever you can do to 

change it!  You can't right your wrongs!  You can't erase your offenses!  You can't undo your 

judgment!  To live, ought to be such a wonderful privilege and blessing, but it is a curse and a 

thing to be pitied most of all, for all, who are found in this naturally lost and fallen condition.  

The sorrows of this life, and the hell to follow, are far worse than a trillion lifetimes of peace and 

prosperity, and we are naturally bound to that hell, because we are natural born, enemies of the 

One, who graced us with the glorious, wonderful gift of life!  That is the horrific diagnosis, and 

the terrible news!   

 And so, as we stand there in the garden, guilty and condemned with Adam, before the 

Judge of all the earth, with our heads down, we hear the consequences.  Man will now toil hard, 

to make ends meet.  Women will bear children, but not without great pain and agony.  And all of 

mankind will face death, "For dust we are, and to dust we will return."  It is indeed, a day of 

great sorrow; a dark time, for a world that was once "very good."  But even then, a few 

sentences, also spoken by God, are immovably plastered on a billboard of hope!  God, out of His 

own goodness, and out of the merciful and kind intention of His heart, will do something, indeed, 

the unthinkable, so as to redeem a seed, out of this present debacle! 

III.  That Christ Should Come 

 Beneath the cloud of our sin and misery, a ray of hope shoots out, in Genesis 3:15, where 

God pronounces judgment upon the great tempter, satan, that serpent of old, who provoked man 

unto rebellion.  "And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and 

her Seed.  He shall bruise your head, and you will bruise His heel!" 

 God doesn't forsake His creation.  God doesn't destroy it and start over.  He doesn't leave 

it alone, to continue on, in its helplessly lost state.  No, He steps in, to resolve an unsolvable 

enigma, by doing the unthinkable!  He determines to send an "Anointed One," a "Christ," to be 

born of the woman; a Seed of humanity, who will crush the head of the serpent, and that by 

receiving a bruised heel, by that very same serpent.  Indeed, the viper will bite His heel, but only 

as it is being crushed by that very heel! 

�  of �5 7



 And by this very means, God will accomplish reconciliation and redemption and 

salvation on behalf of a formerly helpless, depraved and condemned people.  The "Anointed 

One," will merit a righteousness on behalf of His people, and He will bear their sins in His own 

body, and He will suffer the judgment and death due His people, so that they might be granted 

eternal life, in and by, and through Him!  A full pardon is to be granted, through the actions of 

this Messiah!  And as we work through the Scriptures, we find this ray of hope becoming 

brighter and brighter, unto the realization that this coming one, would be God of very God 

Himself, in the Person of the Son!  The God, who upholds the very universe, and all things in it, 

by the Word of His power; the God, by whom and for whom and through whom, everything was 

created, will pass through the womb and birth canal of a woman, taking on every aspect of 

humanity Himself, so that, as man, as a God-Man, He might redeem man!  And that, by His own 

righteousness and death, and resurrection from the dead.  And that, by His own shed blood! 

 This is the extent, to which God would go, to redeem lost, fallen, defiled, wretched 

sinners!  Brethren, this is the distance, to which God would travel, to redeem you and me!  

Before you were born, knowing full well, the weight and magnitude and multitude of your 

wicked and heinous offenses against God; with your very unworthy life in mind, God would 

make the determination to say, "Yes, he/she is mine.  I love you, my child, and I will redeem you, 

and I will sanctify you, and I will change you, and you will bear my image, and bring me glory, 

as a new creation in My Son!" 

 That such a plan was formulated, brethren, on behalf of a people such as us; that such an 

offense would be absorbed, by God Himself, on our behalf, is beyond comprehension.  That the 

shame and condemnation and judgment due us, for our gross and heinous offenses, would be 

embraced by the Son of God, borne in His own incarnated humanity, is a marvel of marvels, far 

beyond any wonder, to be found in existence.  Follow the history of a born, growing, learning, 

suffering, dying and risen, Son of God, become Son of Man; follow the finite actions of an 

infinite God, mysteriously embracing a human soul; follow the wonder of wonders, the mystery 

of mysteries; gather the glory of it all together, and chisel it onto the side of a large mountain, 

and then below it all, add the words, "This, I did for you!," brethren!  And then grieve over how 
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often, we bury that reality, under heapings of meaningless nothingness; under the things of this 

life, which are but Tic Tacs, in the grand scope of existence!   

 That Christ should come; that beneath the screen of this frivolous world of vanity, such a 

plan has existed from the beginning; indeed, before the beginning of time, and that we are the 

great and glorious recipients of such blessing and wonder and awe, ought to drive us to live lives 

of never ending praise, to the glory of this great and awesome and majestic, worthy God, for 

whom, we live and exist, and move and have our being!   

 And friends, to those of you, who are presently unredeemed, having never tasted of the 

goodness of your immortal, and infinite God, know that... He is!  He is!  He is!  He is ever 

present, in every moment of your thinking, breathing life, and He sees, and He knows, and you 

will have dealings with Him!  Ponder the free redemption that He offers sinners, now, in the 

present, by and through, His Son, Jesus Christ!  This is not a fairy tale!  The living, historical 

Jesus came, and He lived, and He died, and He rose again, and He is yet building His glorious 

church; a people redeemed unto His glorious and eternal purpose, for His great and glorious 

Name!  Be a part of what matters, in a world that is spiraling down, straight into hell, at this very 

moment!  God chose to send His Son, born of a virgin, so that, by Him, a condemned world, 

might be saved!  Repent and believe in Him!  Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and be saved!   

AMEN!!! 

Benediction:  Jude 1:24-25  
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