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Hebrews 2:14-16 

14Since therefore the children share in 

flesh and blood, he himself likewise 

partook of the same things, that through 

death he might destroy the one who has 

the power of death, that is, the devil, 

15and deliver all those who through fear 

of death were subject to lifelong slavery. 

16For surely it is not angels that he 

helps, but he helps the offspring of 

Abraham.  
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Hebrews 2:17-18 

17Therefore he had to be made like 

his brothers in every respect, so that 

he might become a merciful and 

faithful high priest in the service of 

God, to make propitiation for the sins 

of the people. 18For because he 

himself has suffered when tempted, 

he is able to help those who are 

being tempted. 
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The Incarnation  
14Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself  likewise 

partook of the same things  

• In order to save mankind, Jesus had to become flesh 

• Romans 6:23 “Wages of sin is death” In order to die, there must be flesh 

that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, 

the devil 

• Jesus atoning death (resurrection) was effectual (accomplished) 

– End of v17 “To make propitiation for the sins of the people” 

– Jesus death (resurrection) destroyed Satan’s power of death  

15and deliver all those who through fear of death were subject to lifelong 

slavery. 

• Jesus death disarmed Satan (slavery of fear of death) and delivers all who are 

in Christ 

• Rejoice in the incarnation of Christ: Through Son of God becoming a man, and 

dying in our place, we have a right standing with God through faith, and we 

have been liberated from Satan’s power (fear of death) 
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The Incarnation  
17Therefore he had to be made like his brothers in every respect, so 

that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in the service 

of God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people.  

• Another incarnation statement “he had to be made like his brothers in 

every aspect”  

– Jesus identifies himself with us as “brothers” (humility 

exemplified) 

• Reason for the incarnation: “so that he might become a merciful and 

faithful high priest in the service of God” 

– The high priest represents his people before God 

• Merciful-not giving us what we deserve (Filled with mercy) 

• Faithful-Trustworthy, reliable (one we can trust in and turn to)  

To make propitiation for the sins of the people 

• Propitiation: satisfy wrath (paid in full) for our sins  

5 



The Incarnation  
18For because he himself has suffered when tempted, he is able to help those 

who are being tempted. 

• The incarnation of Jesus Christ was not only so he could die in our place, but it 

was that he could identify with us in our suffering and temptation and provide 

help to those who come to him  

• NASB “For since He Himself was tempted in that which He has suffered” –In 

Christ’s suffering, he was tempted  

• Has he really faced the temptations you are facing? Can he really identify and 

understand (and therefore offer help)? 

– Hebrews 4:14-16 Since then we have a great high priest who has passed 

through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. 

15For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our 

weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet 

without sin. 16Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of 

grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need. 

– If you are not turning to Christ regarding your suffering and temptations, it 

is because you do not believe he can relate, he understands, will be 

sympathetic, or will help. 
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18For because he himself has suffered when tempted, he is able to help 

those who are being tempted. 

 
• If we don’t have confidence (4:16) we will not draw near to the throne of 

grace, and we won’t receive mercy and grace to help in time of need.  

• There are numerous ways that Jesus Christ gives us mercy and grace in our 

times of need (Spirit bringing Word to remembrance, brother/sister 

encouraging word, supplying ample grace teaching us his grace is sufficient, 

removing the suffering, providing sustaining faith to persevere, interceding for 

us, giving us an eternal perspective, etc)  

• If we come dictating what his mercy and grace must look like and when, we 

are not coming in faith  

• We must continually renew our minds in these truths because our feelings will 

often scream the opposite (and satan will be there to confirm our feelings with 

slanderous lies against God, our brothers/sister, and ourselves).  

• Take God at his Word-Believe Jesus is not only our atoning Savior, but a 

sympathizing Savior who understands our suffering/temptations because he 

himself has experienced the same temptation, and he wants to help  

• We were made to be dependent (regarding justification and sanctification)  

• Rejoice in the incarnation, not just so he could die in our place and offer 

forgiveness, but so he can relate to our weakness/suffering/temptation and help 7 


