
1 Peter 1:12... depicts angels... in the days before Christ was born... Peter 

used rather picturesque wording... to describe these angels.  He wrote how 

they strained themselves... trying to peer into the future... because they 

were so fascinated with what God was doing here on earth... as He 

revealed it to the prophets.  Peter wrote how the prophets themselves 

could not understand what they prophesied... because it was for us... even 

though THEY... and the angels... tried very hard to understand it. 

But we also know from the Christmas narrative... that angels and prophets 

were not the only ones... who looked intently at the signs God gave... and 

tried to understand them.   

Matthew 2:1-12 

The English Standard Version of the Bible that I just read from... calls these 

visitors from the East - “wise men.”  ... In the original language of the New 

Testament... the word is “magoi”... which is why they are often called 

Magi... in English.  “Magoi” does mean wise men... but specifically it refers 

to a special kind of philosopher of that day - “astrologers.”  These men... 

who are part of the Christmas story... in our Bibles... are men who sought 

an understanding of life... by studying the stars. 

Now whenever the Bible uses the term “East” it refers to the area of 

Mesopotamia... otherwise known as Babylonia.  So these were Babylonian 

astrologers. ... ...  Does this make anyone a bit uncomfortable...?  

Doesn’t this make it seem as though God is endorsing the ancient practice 

of astrology... by making these Babylonian astrologers major characters in 

the Christmas story...? ... Is this really true...?  Did it really happen...?  Did it 

happen this way...?   
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If you are going to believe the Biblical account that we just read... then I 

have a few more questions to make you even MORE uncomfortable.   

 How did these travelers from the East gain their knowledge...?  Was it 
through astrology...? Or some other way...?   
 

 Why would we be told that they were Babylonian astrologers... 
following a star... if they were not using astrology...? 
 

 Can astrology be THAT reliable... and specific enough to predict the 
Messiah’s birth...?  How could it reveal such specific information as... 
follow this weird star – it will lead you to an extremely important king 
Who you are to go and worship...?  ... Isn’t astrology something for 
people who are easily fooled...?  Isn’t this the same thing as those 
fortune-cookie predictions that are very vague and offer a wide range 
of possible fulfilments to imagine...?   
 

 If God used it THEN... what are the implications for today... would He 
ever send messages to us in this way...? 
 

 Why would Babylonian astrologers want to worship Him...?  Never 
before have we seen them make a fuss over other Jewish kings. 
These Babylonian astrologers make a long and difficult journey... and 
they give Him very expensive gifts. 

Now once we get beyond these Magi... what are we to make of this 

supposed star.  Was that real? ... Stars are massive bodies of gas that are 

intensely on fire.  If a literal star hovered over any house... the house and 

much of our entire planet would melt.  ... (I can only imagine that Bill Nye 

the Science Guy... and others who have given their life to scientific study... 

laugh their heads off at those who believe this could ever be true.)  And 

(you know) stars do not come and go... and move from East to West... and 

then from North to South...  It is the earth that moves! 

2 
 



“...Pastor Jim... why are you wrecking our Christmas by making us doubt 

what the Bible says about the birth of Christ...?  Do YOU no longer believe 

it to be true...?”   ... ... Let me say that I believe every part of it to be true – 

including the narrative about the Babylonian astrologers.  As a matter of 

fact... when I asked myself these plaguing questions... and then thought 

through... what I believe to be their answers... my faith has grown stronger.  

And that is my wish for you this morning as we explore these Bible truths 

together. 

Let’s begin by re-thinking the typical nativity sets that get put up every year.  

These I do want you to doubt... because they do not reflect the truth of 

God’s Word – which we just read.  The common nativity scene will have 

Mary and Joseph... a manger with a baby... some shepherds... some 

angels... some barn animals... and three characters holding gifts wearing 

crowns on their heads as though they are kings.   

First of all... the Magi were not at the manger scene.  The shepherds were 

there... but the shepherds and the Magi never met at the manger.   

Matthew 2:11 

The magi approached Jesus in a what...?  A stable...?  No... by the time the 

magi found Jesus... He was in a house.   ... And in verse 7 Herod asks the 

magi when they first saw the star.  ... The answer that they gave to him is 

how he determined which babies he would murder in an effort to kill the 

new born King.   

Matthew 2:16 

3 
 



Because of the answer from the Magi... Herod figured out that Jesus was 

about 2 years old.  Once the Magi left... Herod immediately ordered male 

children 2 years and younger to be killed. So the coming of the Magi came 

2 years AFTER the manger scene.   

Were they wearing crowns on their heads...?  A famous Christmas song 

starts out, “We Three Kings of Orient Are...”  ... But let’s not develop our 

beliefs from popular songs.  Let’s get them from Scripture.  ... Scripture 

declares that they were Babylonian astrologers... “magoi” ... which should 

not be confused with a word that almost sounds like “magoi” - “magistrates” 

or kings!   

How many of them were there...?  There may have been three of them... or 

perhaps only two... maybe even twenty-two.  Scripture does not say.  All 

that we know is that there was more than one because magoi is plural... 

more than one. 

But the question remains... How did the magoi know about the birth of 

Jesus?  How would Babylonian astrologers know anything about the birth 

of a Jewish king? 

I believe the answer is as simple as knowing about two prophets... who are 

in our Old Testament... They were very well connected with the astrologers 

of Babylon... These two prophets were - Balaam and Daniel.   

Prior to the existence of the Babylonian Empire... Balaam was a prophet... 

who apparently got things right.  ... Balaam was hired by the King of Moab 

to curse the Israelites... because they were coming up out of Egypt... and 

the King of Moab was afraid of them. ... Four times Balaam tried to curse 

them... but every time he opened his mouth... God took control of his 
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mouth... and out came a blessing instead.  ... It was during the fourth of 

these blessings... that Balaam gave this prophecy... 

Numbers 24:17 

Balaam was forced by God to prophecy about the coming Messiah.  God 

said... “Look Balaam!... you are not going to curse them. ... These are My 

special people... from whom one day I will send a very important king... So I 

simply will not allow you to condemn them...”  The prophecy revealed a 

future star... and then refers to the star as a future scepter.  A star would 

rise out of Israel that would also be a scepter.  A scepter (by the way) is a 

king.  ... So... Balaam predicted that a very special king would come out of 

Israel... and the king would be associated with a special star. 

Now there is something we all need to know about Balaam.  ... He was 

known in his day for giving accurate prophecy... but he was also known as 

an “astrologer.”  Even more significant is the fact that he was from a city 

named Pethor.  Pethor is on the banks of the Euphrates River – which is 

where...? - In Babylon !!!  ... Now... are you starting to see the 

connection...?  The community of Babylonian astrologers... very likely HAD 

the prophecy of Balaam... from years before... that we read about in 

Numbers 24:17.  He was one of their own. ... They knew an extremely 

important king... like the world has never seen before would come out of 

Israel... and it would be related to a special star.   

The Babylonian astrologers had this vague knowledge... but several 

hundred years later... they were given more... much more(!)... and in 

accurate detail.  They received it from Daniel. 
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The Book of Daniel was not written in Israel... but where...?  ... It was 

written in the city of Babylon.  ... But that is not all... Daniel was always 

associated with the Babylonian astrologers.  Now... Daniel did not get his 

prophecies from looking at the stars – Scripture is clear that God gave him 

his prophecies.  But King Nebuchadnezzar did not completely understand 

Daniel’s source.  He only knew that Daniel was very accurate.  So 

Nebuchadezzar put Daniel as the head over all the astrologers in Babylon.   

One day Daniel saved the lives of all the astrologers... When they could not 

tell Nebuchadezzar what he had dreamed... much less its interpretation...  

King Nebuchadezzar ordered each of their deaths.  But Daniel stepped 

forward... told the King what his dream was... and it’s interpretation.  This 

resulted (I am sure) in an increase of respect for Daniel among the 

community of Babylonian astrologers... (They must have all breathed a 

collect sigh of relief... “wew!”)  No doubt... this probably caused many of 

them to turn away from looking at the stars... and to pay closer attention  

to...  the God of Daniel. More than likely... at least SOME would have 

looked into the prophecies of Daniel’s God.   

It is not very hard for me to believe... that from the time of Daniel... all the 

way to the birth of Christ... there had been Babylonian philosophers who 

had been influenced by Daniel.  ... They may have even been a group who 

were followers of the God of Daniel... It takes absolutely no stretch of the 

imagination to believe there was probably a group of Babylonian 

philosophers... although they were still called “astrologers”... who had 

placed a greater amount of faith in the prophecies of Daniel’s God.  ... This 

would also have revived an interest in them for Balaam’s previous 

prophecy.  (Is this too hard to imagine...?)  
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So... Balaam told them to look for a star.  And years later... Daniel told 

them exactly WHEN that star would come.  ... So... fast forward to the birth 

of Christ.  These magoi from Babylon knew about the star... and they knew 

when it would come.  So when they did (in fact) see what they had been 

looking for... can you imagine their excitement...?  Hundreds of years of 

prophecy was being fulfilled just as it has been predicted... at the right 

time... and in the right manner!  I think I know why they were so willing to 

make this costly journey! ... Don’t you...? 

But what did Daniel say... that made them so sure of when the star would 

appear...?  ...   I want to show you... in hopes that it will encourage your 

faith... as it has mine...!  

Did they really know when to look for the star...?  Yes... 

Please turn with me to the Old Testament Book of Daniel... Daniel chapter 

9... 

The date of Daniel’s prophecy is given in Daniel 9... verse 1.  It was the first 

year of Darius.  We know from history that was 539 B.C.  ... We also know 

that nearly 67 years before this... the Jews had been taken in captivity to 

Jerusalem.  Almost 70 years have passed... for Israel to be away from their 

homeland. 

Daniel 9:1-2 

Daniel is reading from the prophecies of Jeremiah.  Now Jeremiah 25:10-

14 and Jeremiah 29:10-14... both prophecy that Israel will be in captivity in 

Babylon for 70 years.  ... Daniel has just read this and knows that there are 

only three years to go.  ... Daniel also reads other prophecy and he 
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correctly understands that Messiah’s coming and ushering in a spectacular 

kingdom will occur AFTER Israel repents of it’s sin.  ... What Daniel 

assumes INCORRECTLY is that this new Messianic Kingdom would 

come... at the end of the 70 year captivity.  He did not get that right... but 

that is what he thought... so he starts praying a very heart-felt confession.  

He starts confessing the national sins of Israel.  He is trying to be obedient 

to what he thinks he understands from Jeremiah and other prophecies. 

Daniel 9:3-19 is the earnest prayer of Daniel... trying to usher in the 

Messianic Kingdom... because he thinks it was to come at the end of 

Israel’s captivity in Babylon. ... While Daniel is doing this... it is as if God 

hears Daniel’s earnest mistake... so God sends to Daniel... a heavenly 

messenger.  He sends Gabriel... and Gabriel interrupts Daniel while he is 

praying.   

Gabriel announces first off what the purpose of his visit was.  It was to 

correct Daniel’s wrong assumption... about the timing of the Messianic 

Kingdom.   

Daniel 9:20-23 

There is quite a bit to the message that Gabriel tells Daniel... to clear up his 

confusion.  It really needs to be the subject of another time.  Right now... I 

have to focus on only some of the rudiments of this message... enough to 

show you that it gave an operable time frame... for when the Messiah 

would come.  It was a timetable... by which the Babylonian magoi knew to 

look for the star. 

Daniel 9:24 
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You need to know that the word “weeks”... is not in the Hebrew at all.  And I 

wish our English translations would stop adding that word.  (They do it... 

because they think it is necessary for our understanding... but it creates far 

more of a misunderstanding.)  Sha-vu-ot is the Hebrew word for “weeks.”  

... But OUR word... the Hebrew word that is used in Daniel 9:24 is NOT 

Sha-vu-ot... It is Sha-vu-im.  Sha-vu-im simply means “sevens.”  ... So the 

English translators look at that and say... “That doesn’t make any sense...! 

But hey... Do you know what...? Sha-vu-im sometimes (on rare occasion) is 

translated as ‘weeks’... and that is comprehensible to an English reader... 

so we will translate it into English as ‘seventy weeks’... instead of ‘seventy 

sevens.’ 

HOWEVER...?  Looking at the context here in Daniel... it makes perfect 

sense. ... What was on Daniel’s mind...?  “Seventy years are almost up... 

and at the end of these seventy years... the messianic Kingdom will 

come...”  But Gabriel interrupts those thoughts and comes and says... “No 

Daniel... it is not coming at the end of these 70 years.  There will be 

seventy (sevens of years) for the Messiah to come...”  There is going to be 

490 years... that are part of God’s plan.  ... And then Gabriel tells Daniel 

(and those Babylonian astrologers) when to start the countdown.  Don’t 

start counting yet.  ... You need to start counting once something I am 

about to tell you occurs. 

First he tells Daniel why these 490 years need to pass... and not just 70.  

You have to wait... because God will be dealing with the Jewish people.  

The rest of verse 24 tells Daniel what God still needs to do with His people.  

Then in verse 25... he gives the start for the countdown. 
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Let me summarize what we are about to read... here. 

From the time that it is announced Jerusalem can be rebuilt... to the coming 

of a particular prince (NOTICE: not a king)... and a particular prince had 

just been discussed in Chapter 7 of Daniel... (that prince is the Anti-Christ) 

... From the rebuilding of Jerusalem to the coming of the Anti-Christ... two 

things will happen.  An Anointed One will be cut off (this one is a king... and 

He will be killed)... and Jerusalem will be destroyed by a military invasion.  

“Flood” in Hebrew literature nearly always refers to destruction by military 

invasion. 

Daniel 9:25-26 

Very simply... start the countdown when the command is given to rebuild 

Jerusalem.  ... And how many years do we count down...?  Well the 490 

are broken into three sections.  It will take seven sevens... or 49 years for 

Jerusalem to be re-built.  (And guess what?  It did.) Then immediately after 

those 49 years... add another 62 sevens... or 434 years.  ... 49 plus 434 = 

483.   ... Gabriel announced that 483 years after the command is given that 

Jerusalem can be re-built... is when the Messiah would be cut off (be 

crucified).  

Does history give us the date... when Jerusalem was given permission to 

rebuild Jerusalem...?  It sure does.  In 444 BC Artaxerxes issued a decree 

to Nehemiah (Nehemiah 2:1-8) to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem.  Starting 

the countdown at this command of King Artaxerxes... and considering the 

two calendars of the Persians and the Roman time keeping system... it puts 

the death of Jesus right at the time it actually happened.  
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The Babylonian Magoi did not know how old the Messiah would be when 

He died... They probably had no idea what all of this meant... “an anointed 

one will be cut off...”  it’s end will come with a flood...”  but what they did 

know... is that all of this prophecy was Gabriel’s answer to Daniel... about 

when the special Kingdom would come... which Daniel mistakenly thought 

would happen after the 70 year captivity.  ... They knew that this was a 

countdown... a timeline... which had to do with the coming of the Special 

Jewish King.  ...So they watched... and they waited... and it came... exactly 

how it was prophesied.  When Balaam’s prophecy was fulfilled... and 

matched perfectly with Daniel’s prophecy... they had every reason to 

excitedly rush off to Jerusalem to offer their worship! 

Now... about the star.  The root meaning of this word in the original 

language of the New Testament is “radiance” or “Brilliance.” ... Was it a 

giant burning mass of gasses... like our sun and the other stars of our 

universe...?  No. It doesn’t have to be.  In fact it probably wasn’t.  More 

than likely it was God’s Shechinah Glory... the same visible manifestation 

of God’s presence that led the Israelites out of the Land of Egypt.   

I believe that the Magi from the East followed a special revelation that they 

were given by God.  They were called “astrologers”... but let’s remember 

that this was the title for science and philosophy... those who were trying to 

understand life... in ancient times... “wise men” may indeed be the best title 

for them. 

Why would anyone today want to put their trust in something as foolish as 

what we call “astrology”...?  God has given us His Holy Word – the Bible... 

It is completely trustworthy... and able to stand against any of it’s critics. 
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You know there are many more prophecies... about Heaven... and Hell... 

and how you can be sure Heaven will be your final destination.  ... These 

truths from God’s Word are just as trustworthy. 

Jesus Messiah has come... just as it was announced... This is something 

we can commit our lives to.  Christmas is not wishful thinking. ... Come... 

with excitement... like the wise men... to worship Him. ... Put your faith in 

Christ today.  Begin an eternal discovery... and an eternal celebration of 

Who He really is!   
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