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“GOD WITH US”!!
I. Introduction !

A. This chapter contains one of the better known passages in the book of 
Isaiah:  the prophecy of the virgin birth of Jesus Christ.   !
1. It is one of the greatest prophecies in all of Scripture.   !
2. Matthew quotes it in the opening chapter of his Gospel, telling us 

that it was fulfilled by the birth of Jesus.   !
3. Matthew also interprets the name “Immanuel” for us, telling us 

that it means ‘God with us.’   !
4. This prophecy says that in Christ God will take up residence in the 

midst of his people and deliver them from all that stands against 
them.  !

B. This was a message that the people of Judah in Isaiah’s day desperately 
needed to hear.   !
1. Israel’s ten northern tribes had split away from Judah to form a 

separate political entity, referred to in this chapter as either ‘Israel’ 
or ‘Ephraim.’   !

2. The history of the northern kingdom was one of steady decline, as 
its wicked kings led the people deeper and deeper into idolatry.   !

3. Because of this, all hope for the fulfillment of the covenant promises 
resided in the southern kingdom, in Judah.   !

4. Yet here in Isaiah 7, we see a complete failure of faith on the part of 
the king of Judah.   !

5. In a time of crisis, King Ahaz looked to human strength, not to the 
Lord, for deliverance from his enemies.   !
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6. As a result, God’s judgment was about to fall upon Judah.   !
7. Yet even as God pronounced this coming judgment, he also gave 

the believing remnant of his people a sign of hope:  the sign of 
Immanuel.   !

8. This sign speaks to us as well, assuring us that God will always be 
with those who cling to him in faith.  !

II. Fear or Faith !
A. The details given in the opening verses of this passage indicate that these 

events took place in the year 735 BC, twelve years before the fall of Israel’s 
northern kingdom to Assyria.   !
1. At that time, Assyria was emerging as the new superpower in the 

world of the Near East.   !
2. This was a matter of great concern to Judah’s neighbors to the 

north, Israel and Syria, so they banded together to form an alliance 
against Assyria.   !

3. They wanted Judah to join their alliance as well, but Judah was not 
willing to get involved.   !

4. As a result, the kings of Syria and Israel planned to attack Judah 
and install their own puppet king to rule in Ahaz’s place.  !

B. Isaiah tells us that when Ahaz learned of these plans, his heart shook just 
like “the trees of the forest shake before the wind.”   !
1. This is a familiar image.  !
2. We have all seen strong gusts of wind blowing branches this way 

and that.  !
3. There are times in our lives when we feel like that, like a tree 

swaying back and forth in the wind.  !
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4. That was how Ahaz and his people felt in this passage.  !
5. Ahaz was terrified at the prospect of being deposed by Syria and 

Israel, and his fear had infected his people.   !
C. The Lord responded to Ahaz’s fear by sending Isaiah to reassure him.   !

1. Verse 3 tells us that Isaiah was to go and meet Ahaz “at the end of 
the conduit of the upper pool on the highway to the Washer’s 
Field.”   !

2. This indicates that Ahaz had gone out to inspect the water supply 
for the city of Jerusalem when he learned of the plans of Israel and 
Syria. !

3. That was a sensible thing to do, since a city’s water supply would 
be targeted in the event of a siege.  !

4. By instructing Isaiah to meet Ahaz there, God was assuring the 
king, right at Jerusalem’s point of vulnerability, that he would 
protect his people.  !

D. Another important detail about this meeting is the presence of Isaiah’s son 
Shear-jashub.   !
1. As you can see by the footnote in your Bible, Shear-jashub means 

“a remnant shall return.”   !
2. God had instructed Isaiah to give his son this symbolic name so 

that the child could serve as an embodied promise.   !
3. The boy’s presence at Isaiah’s meeting with Ahaz provided further 

assurance that God would preserve a remnant in Judah.   !
4. Of course, there is a sense in which this assurance also contained an 

element of woe in it, since it said that Judah would be reduced to a 
mere remnant.   !
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5. But it also made it clear that the plans of Rezin and Pekah would 
not succeed.   !

6. God would not allow his chosen people to be completely 
obliterated.   !

7. The meeting at the conduit of the upper pool was the moment of 
truth for Ahaz.   !

8. Where would he place his faith?   !
9. Would he seek help from man or from God?  !

E. We find the answer in the account of Ahaz’s reign in the book of Kings.   !
1. There we are told that when Jerusalem was under siege from Syria 

and Israel, Ahaz sent a message to Tiglath-pileser, the king of 
Assyria, saying:  “I am your servant and your son.  Come up and 
rescue me from the hand of the king of Syria and from the king of 
Israel, who are attacking me.” [2 Kgs. 16:7]   !

2. Ahaz also sent silver and gold from the house of the Lord as a 
present to the king of Assyria.   !

3. Tiglath-pileser was only too happy to grant Ahaz’s request for help, 
and he conquered both Syria and Israel with his powerful army.   !

4. Then he decided to go look for more of that gold and silver that 
was sent to him by Judah.  !

5. Ahaz put his faith in a source that could not be trusted.   !
6. When faced with a military threat, he looked to an even greater 

military power, and Judah paid dearly for his decision.  !
F. The fall of Syria and Israel to Assyria did not come about because of 

Ahaz’s political maneuvering but because of the word that God speaks to 
Ahaz in this passage.   !
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1. God tells Ahaz that he should not see Rezin and Pekah as a threat.   !
2. They are nothing.   !
3. They are like two logs that have been pulled out of a fire.   !
4. Their flame is just about to go out.  !
5. Judah’s king needs to forswear all human alliances and place his 

trust in God.   !
6. If Ahaz fails to be firm in faith, he will not be firm at all.   !
7. In other words, if Ahaz does not look to the Lord alone for 

deliverance, he will not have any true security.   !
8. Faith is the defining trait of the people of God.  !
9. The Lord made this point very clear by the judgment that he sent 

upon Israel’s northern kingdom.  !
10. Within sixty-five years, Ephraim would cease to be a people.   !
11. If Ahaz fails to look to the Lord in faith, the same thing will happen 

to him.   !
G. Faith is central to biblical religion.   !

1. Of course, faith itself is not the thing that matters.   !
2. A lot of people talk about the importance of having faith, but many 

of them simply mean that it is important to be optimistic and have 
faith in something, regardless of what that thing is.   !

3. The problem with that way of thinking is that faith in and of itself is 
useless.   !

4. A man might have faith that a bridge that he is about to walk across 
can support his weight, but the only thing that matters is the 
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soundness of the bridge itself.   !
5. If the bridge proves to be faulty, then the man’s faith won’t do him 

any good when he is plummeting to his death.  !
6. Faith itself does not save us.   !
7. The thing that matters is the object of our faith.   !
8. If you put your faith in the wrong thing, you are doomed.   !
9. This is the point of this passage.   !
10. Ahaz was placing his trust in military might instead of in the Lord.   !
11. He had faith, but it was a misdirected faith, and it proved to be his 

downfall.   !
H. The faith to which the Bible calls us can be described as ‘extraspective.’   !

1. It is the opposite of introspective.   !
2. Biblical faith looks outside of the self, not inside.   !
3. It is not about having an optimistic outlook.  !
4. It is about forsaking all of your self-confidence and placing your 

trust entirely in Christ for salvation.   !
5. To say that salvation is by faith is the same thing as saying that it is 

entirely by grace.   !
6. In the words of J. Gresham Machen, “to say that we are saved by 

faith is to say that we do not save ourselves but are saved only by 
the one in whom our faith is reposed.” [What Is Faith?, 195]  !

III. The Sign of Immanuel !
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A. After conveying this message about faith to Ahaz, the Lord makes him an 
astounding offer, an offer that Ahaz turns down.   !
1. God told Ahaz to ask for a sign to confirm what God has just said 

to him.   !
2. But Ahaz refused to ask for a sign.   !
3. He even tried to give a pious reason for his refusal, saying, “I will 

not put the LORD to the test.”   !
4. God was not asking Ahaz to test him.   !
5. He was offering him a sign that would serve as a support for faith.   !
6. God did not have to do this.   !
7. The fact that he gave his word to Ahaz was more than enough.   !
8. But, as he often does, God stooped to human frailty and offered 

Judah’s king a sign.  !
B. God would have performed a miracle if Ahaz had asked him to do so, but 

it wouldn’t have mattered.   !
1. Ahaz had already made up his mind about what he was going to 

do.   !
2. His problem was not that he did not have enough evidence to be 

convinced that what God said was true.   !
3. His problem was that he did not want to do what God had told him 

to do.   !
4. This is something that we are all prone to do.   !
5. It is often the case that our failure to heed the teaching of Scripture 

is not due to any uncertainty that we might have about what God 
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would have us do.   !
6. It is often the case that we understand very clearly what Scripture 

says but that we simply do not want to accept it.  !
C. This brings us to the verses that are at the very heart of this chapter:  

verses 13-16, where the focus is upon this mysterious child to be born of a 
virgin.   !
1. Just before Isaiah speaks about this child, he says something that is 

very telling, something that shows us how the Lord viewed Ahaz’s 
refusal to ask for a sign.   !

2. Notice that in verse 10, where Ahaz is being addressed, God is 
referred to as “the LORD your God.”   !

3. But in verse 13, after Ahaz’s refusal to ask for a sign, Isaiah refers to 
the Lord as “my God.”   !

4. Isaiah no longer considers the Lord to be Ahaz’s God.   !
5. By rejecting the Lord’s offer of a sign, Ahaz was rejecting the Lord 

as his God.  !
6. His refusal to trust in the Lord was a rejection of the Lord.  !

D. The opportunity for Ahaz to ask for a sign of his own choosing passed 
away, so the Lord himself chose the sign, saying:  “Behold, the virgin shall 
conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.”   !
1. We have the benefit of reading this promise after the time of its 

fulfillment, so we know what it means.   !
2. We know that the virgin is Mary, and the child is Jesus.   !
3. Jesus is the Immanuel of whom Isaiah spoke.   !
4. He is the Word of God made flesh.  !
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5. To Ahaz, this sign would have been very mysterious.   !
6. Still, there was enough in it to show that this would be no ordinary 

child.   !
7. The fact that he would be born of a virgin was certainly out of the 

ordinary.   !
8. Added to this was the fact that the child would be given the name 

“Immanuel,” a name that means ‘God with us.’   !
9. The presence of this child will cause God to be present with his 

people.   !
10. What a great promise that was, especially when we consider the 

circumstances in which it was given.   !
11. Ahaz’s rejection of the Lord meant that judgment was going to 

come upon Judah.   !
12. Yet the Lord promised that he would preserve a remnant for 

himself and do all that was necessary to bring them into 
communion with himself.   !

E. In the last part of the chapter, verses 17-25, Ahaz is told of the judgment 
that is going to befall Judah because of his failure of faith.   !
1. Because Ahaz chose to place his trust in Assyria, Assyria will prove 

to be his downfall.   !
2. Of course, Judah’s ultimate collapse came at the hands of the 

Babylonians in 586 BC, but Assyria struck a devastating blow upon 
the nation during Ahaz’s reign.   !

3. As E.J. Young puts it, “Ahaz has asked for the king of Assyria; he 
shall have the king of Assyria.  Sometimes the greatest punishment 
that can come to us is to have our own desires and prayers 
granted.” [Vol. I, 294]   !
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4. This serves as a warning to us all.   !
5. It tells us that when we place our trust in something other than the 

Lord, that thing will eventually turn against us.   !
6. The only way we can stand is if we stand upon Christ, the true 

Rock, the One who is ‘God with us.’  !
IV. Conclusion !

A. The message set forth in this passage is at the heart of the Christian faith.   !
1. It tells us that we need to stop placing our trust in man and place 

our trust in the Lord instead.   !
2. We often find ourselves in situations that are essentially of the same 

nature as the situation that Ahaz was facing.   !
3. There are many times in our lives when we are hard pressed on all 

sides and confronted with the question of whether we will respond 
in fear or in faith.  !

4. The sign of Immanuel speaks to the futility of placing our trust in 
our own solutions at such times.   !

B. The incarnation shows us that our help needs to come from the Lord, not 
from our own efforts or our own wisdom.   !
1. The very idea of how Christ came into the world runs contrary to 

our understanding.  !
2. Jesus Christ was born of a virgin.  !
3. He was conceived in Mary’s womb by the power of the Holy Spirit.  !
4. He was born by God’s power, not by man’s.  !
5. His entrance into the world followed God’s plan, not man’s plan.  !
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6. Those who look elsewhere for help and comfort will never have 
any firmness.  !

7. But if your faith is firm in Christ, then you can know for certain that 
God will always be with you.   !

8. No matter how fierce the winds may blow, you will stand secure.


