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“Everlasting God and Prince of Peace” 

Isaiah 9:6 

 
INTRO: 
 

Years ago now, I was in a discussion with a cultist and we were talking about little words 
called “articles.” The cultist insisted that the translators should have put in the word “a” in the 
phrase in “The Word was God.”  I strongly disagreed because of Greek grammatical rules. 
However, I countered they should not have put a “the”  in the first verse. It should not say “In 
‘the’ beginning was the Word.”  This beginning was not a moment in time. In fact, the 
beginning here happened before time existed in eternity past. “In beginning was the 
Word.”  

 
This very truth about our Savior was underlined in Isaiah 9:6 700 years before He was 

born. “For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; And the government will 
be upon His shoulder. And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty 
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” He was and is Father Forever and the Prince 
of Peace. 
 I. Eternal Father 
II. Prince of Peace 
 
I. Eternal Father 

 
A. Twenty five years ago, I was asked to serve on an ordination council and I served with a 
man I like a lot. However, this man had what was in my opinion an annoying idiosyncrasy. 
He would always notice noisily that very little if anything was said in the candidate’s paper 
about the “Fatherhood” of God the Father. This verse is not about the Fatherhood of God 
the Father, but the Fatherhood of the Son. This fact is what makes this text so tricky. 
 
B. First, we know from Isaiah 9:6 the Messiah who would come would be eternal. He 
would be without beginning and without end. We recognize the Bible teaches that there is 
one God who eternally existed in three persons: God the Father, God the Son, and God the 
Holy Spirit.  
 

1. This Lord Jesus Christ who would come was not just pre-existent before He was born, 
He was eternal. Do you remember how we talked about the “was” and the “became” 

in John 1? In John 1:1-2 we read,  
“In [the] beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. He was in the beginning with God.”  

There are only two kinds of reality, that which always was (eternal) and that which came 
to be (created). In verses 1-2, we read about Jesus who eternally existed as God the Son. 

 
2. In verse 3 of John 1 we learn of the created reality.  
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“All things came into being through Him, and apart from Him nothing came into 
being that has come into being.”  

This is a literal translation. Everything else, angels, people, time, and etc. came were 
created through our Lord Jesus Christ. Even in verse 6 John wrote concerning John the 
Baptist,  

“there became a man sent from God whose name was John.”  
 

3. Why is this important? Because when God the Father chose to save us, He sent His 
own Son, His only Son, the eternal Son to be born and to die for us. 

 
C. Second, we know as a Father of our faith and salvation He made it possible for us to be 
saved. We can say that Adam is the father of our race. Because Adam was the covenant 
head of all humanity all of us fell in Adam’s sin. Because Jesus is the second Adam and the 
author and finisher of our faith we are made alive through His death.   (Romans 5:17–19) 

“For if by the one man’s offense death reigned through the one, much more 
those who receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness will reign 
in life through the One, Jesus Christ. Therefore, as through one man’s offense 
judgment came to all men, resulting in condemnation, even so through one 
Man’s righteous act the free gift came to all men, resulting in justification of life. 
For as by one man’s disobedience many were made sinners, so also by one 
Man’s obedience many will be made righteous.” 

This why the writer to the Hebrews called the Lord Jesus the author and finisher of our 
faith. 
 
D. Finally, through Him we can call God, Father. In the Old Testament, God’s Fatherhood 
was to a nation. Even David did not address God as Father. He called God his Rock, his 
refuge, his fortress and his God, but never his heavenly Father. However, wonder of 
wonders, we who are God’s New Covenant people who have come to God through Christ, 
we can pray as our Savior taught us, “Our Father who is in heaven. Hallowed be 
Your Name.”    (Matthew 6:9) 
 

II. Prince of Peace 

 
A. He will be the source of real peace. God has written much about peace in His Word. Yet, 
the only source of real peace is the Lord Jesus Christ. I will give you two examples. 
 

1. Romans 5:1 “Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace 
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.”  

We once were at war with God because of our sin. Now, because Christ saved us, He has 
become our peace. 

 
2. Philippians 4:6-7 “Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer 

and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; 
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and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts 
and minds through Christ Jesus.”  

When we bring our anxiety to Christ, He takes our anxiety and gives us peace. 
 

B. Second, We know from Isaiah 9:6-7, this Messiah would be a Prince and Ruler over the 
kingdom of David. We must not forget His being the ruler of mankind wholly and 
individually is integral to who He is. We like to look at this and forget the person who brings 
us peace is the Lord of All. The Prince who is our peace must rule in our lives. Where Jesus 
rules, peace exists. When we refuse to let Him rule we will have no peace. 
 

1. Are we like Augustine before he was converted who prayed, “Help me be chaste, but 
not yet.” 
 
2. Or will we say like the Apostle Paul,  

“Lord what will you have me do?” (Acts 22:10) 


