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LESSONS ON PREDESTINATION #39

“Two Signs (Wonders) in Heaven” 

(Scriptures from NKJV)

Now a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun,

with the moon under her feet, and on her head a garland of twelve

stars.  Then being with child, she cried out in labor and in pain to give

birth. And another sign appeared in heaven: behold, a great, fiery red

dragon having seven heads and ten horns, and seven diadems on his

heads.  His tail drew a third of the stars of heaven and threw them to

the earth. And the dragon stood before the woman who was ready to

give birth, to devour her Child as soon as it was born. She bore a male

Child who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron. And her Child was

caught up to God and His throne. Then the woman fled into the

wilderness, where she has a place prepared by God, that they should

feed her there one thousand two hundred and sixty days. 

(Revelation 12:7-12)

INTRODUCTION: In the last three lessons, we have followed the trail of the serpent

through history from the Garden of Eden to the birth of Christ in Bethlehem.  We have

watched his many various attempts to destroy the woman’s seed, which was the lineage

through which God’s Christ should come.  Satan continually observed the unfolding of time

and history.  Just as soon as it was manifested who was in this line, he would then focus

all of his skills on that source in an attempt to stop God’s foreordained purpose from being

fulfilled.  We observed that time after time his goal seemed to be right on the brink of

success, only to have it escape from his clutches at the last minute.  He knew that if he

failed, his head, representing his power and authority, would be crushed and removed from

him.  But if he can succeed, then He can overthrow God and the kingdom of heaven, which

is built on the principle of greatness consisting of humility and servanthood.  He could then

establish his kingdom of pride and dominion and rule over angels and men.

Most books on the survey of the Old Testament set forth the individual books and how they

fit in the chronological order in the Old Testament.  These, while helpful in themselves, do

fail to provide one with an ongoing flow of God’s progressive revelation into the fulfilling of

His eternal purpose which is to set His Son on His throne as the moral Governor of the

entire world order. He, Christ Jesus, the God-man, would then be established as the King

in His kingdom of humility and servanthood.  In the process, He would produce a kingdom

of unified saints and angels of which He would be ruler over all forever and forever.  While

all of this is certain to occur, it is nevertheless necessary for this to occur.  What God has

foreordained in His purpose, He is achieving in His providence.

Today, we come to examine in a symbolic, pictorial manner, what we have set forth in our

survey of the Old Testament era.  I hope the time spent on the previous lessons will help

us read the Old Testament in a new living way as we have been enabled to see the big
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picture, and how the individual pieces fit into the whole.  Let us now see the invisible war

from a pictorial view as set forth in the twelfth chapter of Revelation.

Let us begin by looking at:

A.  THE OVERALL PICTURE OF REVELATION 12:1-6

1.  The Two Great Signs.

a.  The King James Version translates the Greek word “semeion” as “wonder”

but places the word “sign” in the margin.  The majority of the other translations render it

as “sign.”

b.  A sign is a symbol of something, and has its meaning only as it is

connected with the reality which it symbolizes.  Thus, while the images in the text are

symbolical, they nevertheless represent a literal reality.

2.  A Radiant, Glorious Woman - verses 1, 2, 5, and 6. 

a.  Her beauty outshines that of the sun, moon, and the stars.  She is

superior in honor to that which God created in the natural order.  She is in one sense, “a

new creation.”

b.  She is clothed with the sun, has the moon under her feet, and  is crowned

with twelve stars.  NOTE: this brings to mind Joseph’s dream about his father, mother and

eleven brothers.  NOTE: It also brings to mind the twelve tribes of Israel and the twelve

apostles.

c.  These features all bring out the beauty and significance of the woman

from the viewpoint of heaven’s inhabitants.

d.  But in spite of all her beauty, she had not yet reached the purpose of her

existence.  She is not perfectly happy.  Why?  Because she is described as being pregnant

and in labor pains to deliver a male child.  This child would have the kingdom of heaven

placed under His authority.

e.  She is at the same time both a woman of great importance, and a woman

who is helpless and dependent upon God.  After she gives birth to her child, she flees into

a wilderness prepared for her protection.  There she is fed and sheltered by God for a
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decreed period of time known as 1260 days.

3.  A Great Red Dragon - verses 3, 4.

a.  Here we have a picture of a hideously deformed monster, a mutation of

what was normal at one time.  It is a creature not naturally created by God.  

b.  He is pictured as a serpent, probably a flying reptile as opposed to a

ground animal walking on its feet.  Verses 7 and 9 give credence to this view.  In verse 7,

we are told that his residence was in heaven.  “And war broke out in heaven: Michael

and his angels fought with the dragon; and the dragon and his angels fought.”   In

verse 9, we are told that “he was cast to the earth, and his angels were cast out with

him.”

c.  Consider the characteristics of the dragon:

(1) Its color: Red - the color of blood, war and destruction.

(2) It Size: It is described as a creature of huge proportions and great

strength.  Its tail is so long and strong that we read in verse 4, “His tail drew a third of

the stars of heaven and threw them to the earth.”  

 

(3) Its authority: “seven heads” - subtle wisdom to deceive; “ten

horns” - power to conquer and destroy; “seven crowns” - has won many victories.

d.  These features all describe a being of hideous appearance as viewed from

heaven’s perspective.  One who had tremendous power and authority, and one who had

dedicated these abilities to destroy in a murderous and blood-thirsty capacity.

e.  The object of his wrath was the Seed of the woman who is the Male-Child.

f.  We now have a general description of the symbols.  Let us now examine

the details and arrive at the realities behind the signs or symbols.

B.  THE DETAILS OF THE PICTURE.

1.  The Great Red Dragon.

a.  His identity:

(1) The serpent is not identified here, but in verse 9 he is identified
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as the Devil: “So the great dragon was cast out, that serpent of old, called the Devil

and Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was cast to the earth, and his angels

were cast out with him.”  Cf.  Revelation 20:2 - “He laid hold of the dragon, that

serpent of old, who is the Devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years.”  

(2) In the Garden of Eden, we were introduced to a beautiful and wise

serpent.  NOTE: Eve had no fear of that serpent, but she would have not stayed long in the

presence of this serpent.  This describes a change in his appearance.  As I have previously

stated, I believe this describes Satan in his unfallen state in the Garden, and in his fallen

state after his fall as set forth here in Revelation 12.

b.  His appearance:

(1) He is deformed and unnatural.  He is not the creature made by

God, but one who has deformed himself by departing from his original state of being.

(2) In seeking to exalt himself above God, he has become a hideous

monster of great power who directs his power against God and the kingdom of God.

c.  His power:

(1) God had made Lucifer, now called Satan, as the greatest of the

angels in rank, power, and glory.

(2) While he was removed from his office as God’s heavenly bishop, in

his fall, his powers were not stripped from him.  Only now his power and wisdom, which

were to be used to glorify God as his Creator, he now uses against God in the fashion of a

monster.

d.  His character:

(1) He is described as being red in color.  This is the color of blood,

denoting war, destruction and death.  In Revelation 6:3,4, we are shown a red horse with

the following characteristics: “When He opened the second seal, I heard the second

living creature saying, ‘Come and see.’ Another horse, fiery red, went out. And it

was granted to the one who sat on it to take peace from the earth, and that people

should kill one another; and there was given to him a great sword.”

(2) Jesus called Satan a murderer from the beginning.  In John 8:44

we read, “You are of your father the devil, and the desires of your father you want

to do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth,

because there is no truth in him. When he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own
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resources, for he is a liar and the father of it.”

e.  His authority:

(1) Seven heads - denoting authority to use his wisdom to deceive. 

Seven signifies completeness.

(2) Ten horns - denoting his destructive might and power.  Ten

representing a rounded number of completion. 

(3) Seven diadems or crowns - seven signifies completeness in his

conquering seven kingdoms.

f.  His hatred: the Male-Child = Christ.

g.  The symbolic representation:

(1) He is the successful head of a world-wide kingdom comprised of

fallen angels and men.  He is called the “god of this world” in II Corinthians 4:3,4.  He is

called the “prince of the power of the air” in Ephesians 2:2.  

(2) He has successfully deceived both the worlds of men and angels. 

In Revelation 12:9 we read, “So the great dragon was cast out, that serpent of old,

called the Devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was cast to the

earth, and his angels were cast out with him.”

(3) He is yet still ruled over by God’s sovereign rule.  While he is the

Devil, he is still God’s devil!

2.  The Male-Child.

a.  His identity:

(1) He is the Seed of the woman - Genesis 3:15 - “And I will put

enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and her Seed;  He

shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise His heel.”

(2) He is Christ Jesus.  This can be seen by comparing Revelation

12:5 with Revelation 12:10.  In verse 5 we read, “She bore a male Child who was to

rule all nations with a rod of iron.  And her Child was caught up to God and His

throne.”  Then we read in verse 10 - “Then I heard a loud voice saying in heaven,

‘Now salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of His

Christ have come, for the accuser of our brethren, who accused them before our
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God day and night, has been cast down.’”

(3) He is made of a woman - In Galatians 4:4 we read, “But when

the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son, born (made-KJV) of a

woman, born (made-KJV) under the law.”  Christ, the eternal Son of God, received His

humanity from His mother Mary, not Joseph.  He was born of a virgin.

b.  His office as King:

(1) Verse 5 shows the future for the Male-Child.  He will be enthroned

as a King in a Kingdom of absolute authority wherein He shall never be overthrown.  This is

the fulfillment of Psalm 2:7-9 where we are told, “I will declare the decree: the Lord

has said to Me, ‘You are My Son, today I have begotten You. Ask of Me, and I will

give You the nations for Your inheritance, and the ends of the earth for Your

possession. You shall break them with a rod of iron; You shall dash them to pieces

like a potter’s vessel.’”

(2) At His resurrection, Christ ascended to His throne.  There He now

reigns as God’s anointed Ruler or God’s heavenly Bishop, occupying Satan’s original office,

so that an obedient Man is now exalted over the angels.  Where the first Adam failed, the

second Adam succeeded.

(3) In Revelation 2:26, 27, Christ promised those who overcome in

faithfully following Him, that they too would inherit the same privilege which He inherited. 

“And he who overcomes, and keeps My works until the end, to him I will give

power over the nations—‘He shall rule them with a rod of iron; they shall be

dashed to pieces like the potter’s vessels’—as I also have received from My

Father.”

Also, in Revelation 3:21 we are told, “To him who overcomes I will grant to sit with

Me on My throne, as I also overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne.”  

Because the saints are united to Christ, they shall be promoted to the rank of superiority

over the angels under the throne of the Father Himself.  Thus, we have this order:

God, the Father;

Then the God-man, the Son;

Then the redeemed saints;

Then the angels.

The eternal purpose of God has been achieved!
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3.  The Radiant Woman.

a.  Her identity:

(1) Various views: There are various views among Christians

concerning her identity.  Some of these are founded on certain texts, others are based on

theological and systematic systems.  I believe all of them may possess some truth, but

none of them contain all of the truth.

(a) Roman Catholic - Virgin Mary.  She most certainly was the

ultimate woman in the line of Christ, in that she actually gave birth to Christ.  Problem:

There is no record of Mary being exposed to such persecution at the hands of the great red

dragon, either before or after the Christ is born.  In verses 1 through 6, the wrath of the

dragon is against the Male-Child, not His mother.  But after the Male-Child is caught up to

His throne, then the dragon seeks to persecute the woman.  This is seen in verse 13 which

reads, “Now when the dragon saw that he had been cast to the earth, he

persecuted the woman who gave birth to the male-Child.” 

Solution: Mary may be part of the woman’s identity, but she is not exclusively the woman.

(b) Dispensational - Israel under the old economy or covenant. 

This consisted of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob who was later named Israel and bore the

twelve tribes of Israel.  Problem: While the woman is a person or persons living before the

time of Christ’s birth, her longing for the birth of the Male-Child did not start with Israel

through Abraham.  Instead, she originated with Eve in the Garden of Eden after the fall!  

Solution: While the woman includes Israel, she is not exclusively limited to Israel.

(c) Covenantal - church.  God’s spiritual seed.  This view holds

that all the elect portion of mankind are included in one covenant of grace.  This group is

referred to as the church.  Problem: This is based on a covenantal concept, as opposed to

statements based on Biblical texts.  The word, “church” means “assembly” and comes from

the Greek word “ecclesia.”  Its concept and definition originates in the New Testament

scriptures and not in the Old Testament.  It is referred to as the body of Christ of which He

is its Head.  Paul further defines the church as a body in which there are not racial, sexual,

or social distinctions.  In Galatians 3:28 we read, “There is neither Jew nor Greek,

there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one

in Christ Jesus.”

The covenantal position attempts to broaden the definition of the word and superimposes it

back upon the Old Testament people of God, but it will not fit.  Why?  Because God’s

covenant with Israel had set clear boundaries between Jew and Gentile, between slaves

and freemen, between male and female.  The Old Covenant people of God would never
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have understood the New Covenant meaning of church.  The Old Covenant people of God

was known as Israel.  The New Covenant people of God is known as the church.  The

covenantal position likes to call Israel as being the “Old Covenant Church.”  They do so

primarily to refute the Dispensational position which makes a sharp distinction between

God’s people Israel and God’s people which make up the church.  Thus, you cannot find a

textual definition which would allow the church to exist in the Old Testament.  Israel would

have sinned against God if it had attempted to establish a “church” in its life as God’s

people.  In the temple worship alone, no Gentile, woman, or slave could worship on the

same level as the Jewish man.  They had special courts in the temple assigned to them.

Solution: While the woman includes the church, she is not exclusively limited to the

church.  

(d) My theory: The woman represents the elect spiritual seed

of Adam’s race known as believers.  They are all saved the   

same way by grace through faith in Christ, the Seed of the woman.  In the pre-Christ era,

she labored in pain to deliver the Christ, the Male-Child.  In the post-Christ era, she

continues to labor to bring forth more spiritual seed by means of evangelizing the nations

of the world.  NOTE: More will be said on this in future messages dealing with Revelation

12:13-17.  

b.  Her specific identity in Revelation 12:1-6.

(1) She is one entity representing a group of spiritual people known

unto God as His elect, and known unto men as believers.

(2) While she is one entity throughout the flow of God’s redemptive

program, she nevertheless has been known by various names or titles.  In order they are:

First - Eve (Genesis 3:15)

Next - The Lord’s people (Genesis 4:26)

Next - Israel (Genesis 35:10)

Next - Mary, the mother of Jesus (Matthew 1:18)

Next - The church (Matthew 16:18

Lastly - She will be known as the Bride, the Lamb’s wife, and will make up all the

redeemed of all the ages from Adam’s race. (cf. Revelation 21:1-3; 9:11; 27)

c.  Her miraculous preservation - verse 6: We will cover this in the

section located in Revelation 12:13-17.

C.  A CLOSING APPLICATION.

1.  Although, in the past, all the combined forces of evil angels and men are
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directed against God, His Christ, and His people, God has been victorious over all, is

presently reigning over all, and will continue to do so in the future.

2.  In Revelation 11:15 we read, “Then the seventh angel sounded: And there

were loud voices in heaven, saying, ‘The kingdoms of this world have become the

kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ, and He shall reign forever and ever!’”

3.  We are in good hands if we are in God’s hands.  “My sheep hear My voice, and

I know them, and they follow Me. And I give them eternal life, and they shall

never perish; neither shall anyone snatch them out of My hand.  My Father, who

has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of

My Father’s hand.”  (John 10:27-29).
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