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Revelation 22, 

“1 And he shewed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, 
proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb. 2 In the midst of the 
street of it, and on either side of the river, was there the tree of life, which 
bare twelve manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit every month: and the 
leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. 3 And there shall be 
no more curse: but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it; and 
his servants shall serve him: 4 And they shall see his face; and his name 
shall be in their foreheads. 5 And there shall be no night there; and they 
need no candle, neither light of the sun; for the Lord God giveth them 
light: and they shall reign for ever and ever. 

“6 And he said unto me, These sayings are faithful and true: and the Lord 
God of the holy prophets sent his angel to shew unto his servants the 
things which must shortly be done. 7 Behold, I come quickly: blessed is he 
that keepeth the sayings of the prophecy of this book. 8 And I John saw 
these things, and heard them. And when I had heard and seen, I fell down 
to worship before the feet of the angel which shewed me these things. 9 
Then saith he unto me, See thou do it not: for I am thy fellowservant, and 
of thy brethren the prophets, and of them which keep the sayings of this 
book: worship God. 10 And he saith unto me, Seal not the sayings of the 
prophecy of this book: for the time is at hand. 11 He that is unjust, let him 
be unjust still: and he which is filthy, let him be filthy still: and he that is 
righteous, let him be righteous still: and he that is holy, let him be holy 
still. 12 And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give 
every man according as his work shall be. 13 I am Alpha and Omega, the 
beginning and the end, the first and the last. 14 Blessed are they that do his 
commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter 
in through the gates into the city. 15 For without are dogs, and sorcerers, 
and whoremongers, and murderers, and idolaters, and whosoever loveth 
and maketh a lie. 
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“16 I Jesus have sent mine angel to testify unto you these things in the 
churches. I am the root and the offspring of David, and the bright and 
morning star. 

“17 And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say, 
Come. And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take 
the water of life freely.”

I'm going to stop right there, Pastor Bill wants to pick up the last few verses, there are 
differences in the translation that he wants to address personally.

We're going to focus on verse 10. Brother Townsend did a good job with verses 1-9 about 
two weeks ago. We didn't have Sunday School last week. The lessons are on Sermon 
Audio if you guys want to check them out. His was “Are You Marked of God?” speaking 
specifically about verse 4 of chapter 22.

I want to focus on verse 10 and 11 right now, “And he saith unto me, Seal not the sayings 
of the prophecy of this book: for the time is at hand. He that is unjust, let him be unjust 
still: and he which is filthy, let him be filthy still: and he that is righteous, let him be 
righteous still: and he that is holy, let him be holy still.” We're going to think about that 
for a second. When you're studying the gospels, what do you want to do? You're studying 
a passage in the gospel and you want to compare it with what? The other gospels, right? 
The other gospels. If you're studying one of the epistles, you want to compare it with 
another epistle. So, we're studying this book of prophecy, what do we want to compare it 
with? Another prophecy, right? Any other prophecy. Pastor Bill and the various speakers 
that have taken over while Bill who is an Army reservist and sometimes he's not here, 
we've done an excellent job of showing you, I think, showing where most of Revelation, 
almost all of Revelation is not new material. 

So, rapid fire some prophets at me. What have we been quoting so far throughout the 
book of Revelation? We're in chapter 22. Daniel, Ezekiel, Isaiah. Can anybody tell me 
where verse 10 and 11 are quoted from? Let's turn to Daniel 12, shall we? Daniel 12:9-
13. I should have said this before but hold your place in Revelation 22, we'll be turning 
back there but I hope you guys didn't lose your place.

“9 And he said, Go thy way, Daniel: for the words are closed up and 
sealed till the time of the end. 10 Many shall be purified, and made white, 
and tried; but the wicked shall do wickedly: and none of the wicked shall 
understand; but the wise shall understand. 11 And from the time that the 
daily sacrifice shall be taken away, and the abomination that maketh 
desolate set up, there shall be a thousand two hundred and ninety days. 12 
Blessed is he that waiteth, and cometh to the thousand three hundred and 
five and thirty days. 13 But go thou thy way till the end be: for thou shalt 
rest, and stand in thy lot at the end of the days.”
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So, let's compare those verses with verses 10 and 11 of Revelation 22. What are the 
similarities and what are the differences? Differences: do not seal up. John is told in 
Revelation 22, “Do not seal up the words of this prophecy.” And what is Daniel told? 
Seal it, seal the words. When is Daniel told to seal the words? Until the last days, until 
the time of the end. Why is John to unseal the words? Because it's the last days, you're 
absolutely right. “He that is unjust, let him be unjust still,” that sounds a lot like “the 
wicked shall do wickedly.”

Christ in the gospel of Matthew compares his return to the days of Noah. What this is, is 
it's a reference to the biblical story of Noah. Noah, a preacher of righteousness, takes how 
many years to build the ark? Anybody? 120 years. So, think about it: 120 years you're 
building an ark, you're building an ark, you're building an ark. Alright, picture if a man in 
Fayetteville, North Carolina for 120 years was building an ark, building an ark, building 
an ark and what is he saying? “Why are you building the ark?” Because God's going to 
send a flood. 

Matthew 24:36-44. We're going to continue because I’m not going to get into all that.

If you guys don't remember from two weeks ago, a lot of the first nine verses was taken 
from the book of Ezekiel. James Townsend did an excellent job of showing us that so 
we're going to continue with verse 12, “And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is 
with me, to give every man according as his work shall be.” Now, I could ask you how 
many times does this phrase show up in this book and the answer is quite a bit. But 
before I do that, I’m going to take you guys to especially when we read something in 
Revelation? Where have we seen it before. Thank you, Brother Walt. Where have we 
seen it before?

Turn to Isaiah 40, hold your place here obviously because I’ll be right back to it. Isaiah 
40:10. We're going to do minimal bouncing around, I want you to know this. We will 
mainly stay in the book of Revelation. I'm just trying to use up time. Isaiah 40:10, 
“Behold, the Lord GOD will come with strong hand, and his arm shall rule for him: 
behold, his reward is with him, and his work before him.” How similar does that sound to 
what we just read? “And behold I come quickly, my reward is with me to give every man 
according as his work shall be.” It sounds almost like the book has one author.

The phrase “I come,” this phrase “I come quickly,” if you guys remember, if you guys 
have been here long enough with us, as you remember, this phrase appears in...who is the 
letter of Revelation written to? Churches. How many churches? Seven churches. 
Revelation 2:5. You don't have to turn with me. “Remember therefore from whence thou 
art fallen, and repent , and do the first works; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and 
will remove thy candlestick out of his place, except thou repent.” Verse 2:16 to the letter 
of Pergamos, “Repent; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will fight against them 
with the sword of my mouth.” Verse 3:11, “Behold, I come quickly: hold that fast which 
thou hast, that no man take thy crown.” Revelation 22:13. 
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For the sake of the listener at home, Brother Corbin is asking, I'm showing you  
Revelation 22 with Daniel and Isaiah and what's the correlation basically? Why is Daniel 
said to seal up the book? I thought I said I was going to get to that but that's alright, 
though. I didn't physically type out a speech, I just have a whole bunch of notes in front 
of me. I'm sorry, but I am going to get to that, Corbin, thank you very much.

We're going to move to verse 13, “I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the 
first and the last.” With that, we're gong to turn to Isaiah 44. You might as well just hold 
a spot in Isaiah because I've got at least one more after this one in the book of Isaiah. 
Isaiah 44:6, “Thus saith the LORD the King of Israel, and his redeemer the LORD of 
hosts; I am the first, and I am the last; and beside me there is no God.” So, here we have 
again the words of God that “I am the first and the last” here and in verse 13, he has said, 
“I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the first and the last.” Christ has said 
that he is the first and the last three times. That has some significance and I will be 
getting back to that.

Revelation 22:14, “Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may have right 
to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the city.” What tree of life is 
this speaking of? The beginning of the chapter. In particular, Brother Walt, what's the city 
that we're speaking of? New Jerusalem. We're staying in Revelation now. Turn back to 
chapter 21 which is basically just one page, maybe two pages if you have all those 
commentaries. Verse 2, “And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down 
from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.” And there's been 
several lessons in the past, I think Brother Dick taught one and Pastor Bill has spoken 
heavily about this city so I’m not going to go too much into describing the city but here, 
according to this verse, who has the right to the tree of life? And who can enter into the 
city? They that do his commandments. And in this context in these immediate two 
chapters, chapter 21 and 22, who are they that do their commandments? Pastor Bill spoke 
a lesson about the registry of the city. Does anybody remember the registry of the city of 
New Jerusalem? And where does the registry of the city of New Jerusalem come from? 
The book of life. You are absolutely right.

“Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life,” 
so this is talking about people in this time that will do his commandments. I think chapter 
21 says that the tree of life is for the healing of the nations? Thank goodness I got that 
right. 

Revelation 22:15, “For without are dogs, and sorcerers, and whoremongers, and 
murderers, and idolaters, and whosoever loveth and maketh a lie.” Who has a different 
version? What does it say at the beginning of verse 15? Outside of the city so inside New 
Jerusalem, those that do his commandments. Outside of New Jerusalem what? Dogs 
which is a term for the Gentiles way back in the day, sorcerers, whoremongers and 
murderers and idolaters, whosoever loveth and maketh a lie.

Revelation 22:16, “I Jesus have sent mine angel to testify unto you these things in the 
churches. I am the root and the offspring of David, and the bright and morning star.” The 

Page 4 of 7



root and the offspring of David: can anybody tell me what that means off the top of your 
head? Son of David by lineage, I’ve got you, yeah, the genealogies in Matthew 1. Isaiah 
11, the root of Jesse. You're absolutely right, Brother Walt. Not only that, I was thinking 
about this the other day, I have the rare privilege, there are only about 27 people speaking 
to such a group of people so shortly before Christmas, the root and the offspring of 
David, when somebody says they're going to get to the root of a problem what do they 
mean? They mean to get to the source, right? The root of the problem. The offspring. The 
fruit. So, is it me or did Jesus Christ just say for the fourth time, “I am the first and the 
last?” He just said if for the fourth time, “I am the first and the last.” 

“I Jesus have sent mine angel to testify unto you these things in the churches.” We have 
seen that somewhere else in this book. “I Jesus have sent mine angel to testify unto you 
these things in the churches.” I want everybody to turn to Revelation 1. We're going to 
look at verse 11. Here it is once again, “Saying, I am Alpha and Omega, the first and the 
last: and, What thou seest, write in a book, and send it unto the seven churches which are 
in Asia; unto Ephesus, and unto Smyrna, and unto Pergamos, and unto Thyatira, and unto 
Sardis, and unto Philadelphia, and unto Laodicea.” Alpha and omega, the beginning and 
the end, the first and the last. Once again, here we have the root and the offspring of 
David.

“I Jesus have sent mine angel to testify unto you these things,” chapter 1, verse 11, “What 
you see, write it in a book and send it unto the seven churches.”

Revelation 22:17, “And the Spirit and the bride say, Come.” Who is the Spirit and the 
bride in this context? Who is the bride, let's ask that first. Who is the bride? The church. 
Gotcha. A lot of you are right when you say the church. We oftentimes think that the 
church is the bride of Christ, Christ is the bridegroom to the church but I’m thinking 
more locally. I'm thinking within chapters 21 and 22 of Revelation. The New Jerusalem, 
chapter 21:2, “And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out 
of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.” Check that out and the rest of 21 
speaks to that city. We have talked about the registry of the city being the book of life. I 
think Pastor Bill did that. Brother Dick described the city and Brother James talked about 
those marked of God being allowed into the city.

What about the Spirit here in this verse? What is this Spirit mean? What Spirit is this? 
Okay, the Holy Spirit how? How do you know? Other than the fact that the “S” is 
capitalized in Spirit? I've got a couple of things I want to show you. 

Let's go back to chapters 2-3 of Revelation. We're staying in Revelation. I'm not going to 
take you anywhere else yet. I'm going to point out verse 2:7, 2:11, 2:17, 2:29, 3:6. I hope 
you're reading them with me as I’m just calling them out. What are the similarities in all 
those verses? And 3:13. What does it say? “He that hath an ear, let him hear what the 
Spirit saith unto the churches.” So, who is the author of the book? Who is writing the 
book? Who is telling the churches this information? The Spirit. The Spirit of God. The 
Holy Spirit, you are right. I just wanted to show you that and eat up a little bit of time.
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So, in this particular verse, we have the Spirit of God and the bride or rather the New 
Jerusalem saying, Come. So, is the actual physical city itself saying Come? Is it the actual 
physical city itself? Who is it? The Spirit and particularly pertaining to the city it is the 
inhabitants. I'm going to draw an analogy for you: if I say the city of Fayetteville, “You 
know, the city of Fayetteville is a pretty good place, pretty nice place. The people are 
nice. Fayetteville is a good place to live. The people are nice. The people are helpful.” Or 
the opposite, “Fayetteville is horrible. Fayetteville is dirty.” What do I mean by that? 
Well, let's see: the people are murderers, the people are idolaters, they're rude, they're 
obnoxious, they're unthankful, they're unholy. So, here in this context, the bride saying 
“Come” is the inhabitants of the city saying “Come.” 

“And let him that heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever 
will, let him take the water of life freely.” The water of life. Where is this water of life? 
Where else is this water of life mentioned? At the very beginning of this chapter, “And he 
shewed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of 
God and of the Lamb.” 

So, I’m going to have you guys turn one more time to the book of Isaiah, chapter 55:1, 
“Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath no money; come ye, 
buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk without money and without price.” So, we 
have the waters and it sounds like they are being taken, what's the end of verse 17 in 
chapter 22: freely. You have no money, come and drink anyway. You have nothing, 
come anyway. Buy wine and milk without money and without price. Come to the waters. 
I specified that at the beginning but if you remember the lessons from Pastor Bill with the 
New Jerusalem, the New Jerusalem is in the millennium. Why? Does anybody know 
why? I said it earlier about the healing of the nations. The nations need to be healed 
during the millennium and I think that's in chapter 21.

Verse 17, “And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say, Come.” 
I don't want to reteach anything that everybody has talked about but remember Pastor Bill 
said that there will be whole nations that will be saved in the millennium. Whole nations. 
Other nations, thus the need for the healing of the nations and this is, my wife is right, 
“And the Spirit and the bride say, Come,” and they are speaking to the nations that are 
healed, the nations that are basically saved from, Brother Walt said, their names are in the 
book of life.

Brother James taught a couple of weeks ago, verses 1-9. What's it from? Ezekiel. Verses 
10 and 11 of chapter 22, where is that from? The book of Daniel. And here we have, I’m 
taking you for verses 13, 14, the water of life, 17, I’ve taken you back to the book of 
Isaiah. Think about this and see if we can draw the same parallels here: how many times 
has Christ called himself the beginning and the end? We have Ezekiel, Daniel, Isaiah and 
Christ says “I'm the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end, the first and the 
last. I am the root and the offspring of David.” So, if you guys can see this parallel, does 
this not seem like it's wrapping up every Old Testament prophecy? I mean, this is 
something that Bill and I discussed last week. Picture in your head like this: everything 
that Ezekiel spoke of – done. Everything that Daniel spoke of, Daniel's 70th week, the 
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time of Jacob's trouble, that's from Jeremiah 30:7. Daniel's 70th week is in Daniel 9:24. 
The book of Isaiah. Any Old Testament prophet. All these Old Testament prophecies that 
have been talking about the day of the Lord, the kingdom of heaven, it is all coming to an 
end here in this last chapter of Revelation. Christ himself has said, “I am the Alpha and 
the Omega, the beginning and the end, the first and the last. 

To answer Brother James' question where he says “I come quickly,” somebody who is 
smarter than me, does anybody remember the 12th hour, I think it's in the book of Acts? Is 
that in the book of Acts where the man was saved in the 12th hour? Like the last hour. 
Like the hour is at hand? I might agree with Brother James on that: “I come quickly,” 
your salvation...I'm not going to get too preachy. I'm running out of time. Thank the Lord. 
But that's a good possibility. That's a real good possibility. “I come quickly.” John is told 
to unseal the book of prophecy because what is John seeing? At this point in the game, 
what is John seeing? Besides the revelation? What is he seeing before? He's seeing the 
ministry of Jesus, the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus so in John's time, the end is 
coming. He's already seen the fulfillment of the Old Testament prophecies of the Messiah 
and Pastor Shawn has been speaking about those, about the birth of Christ. He's seen the 
Old Testament, he's seen the fulfillment of the Old Testament Messiah, he's seen the 
Messiah betrayed, crucified, resurrected, ascended to heaven so now he is told in verse 10 
and 11 of this book, “seal not the sayings of this prophecy.” The time is at hand. The 
wicked will still be wicked, just like Daniel said, the wicked will continue to do 
wickedly. Christ here in verse 13 and 16, “I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the 
end, the first and the last, the root and the offspring of David, and the bright and morning 
star.”

Remember, Bill spoke before about the New Jerusalem. In chapter 21 where it says that 
the tree of life in the New Jerusalem is for the healing of the nations, I believe, I’m 
probably misquoting it. It's for the healing of the nations, that tells us that it occurs during 
the millennium. Remember, after the millennial kingdom, there is one final battle. If 
you're writing an English paper or anything, you can only write about thing at one time. 
In the book of Genesis, God creates man and then what happens in the next chapter? He 
goes back to the creation of man.

If you don't mind, I’ll dismiss us in prayer.
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