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Now as I said earlier in the service, Colin left instructions concerning his funeral in 
respect of the hymns and the tunes.  He wasn’t quite sure whether a photo would be used 
or not, but if one were used he wanted the verse printed under the photo ‘I looked to 
Jesus and I found..’ 
 
Reading from his instructions— Colin writes, “Looking at those hymns, I am sure you 
can preach the gospel. Don’t say too much about me, but more about my lovely Saviour.”  
 
So that is what I will do. I will speak a little about Colin.  He didn’t say I couldn’t speak 
about him.  You couldn’t come to a funeral and not speak about the one before us, but I 
will speak about Colin for a bit and then we will move on and see something of the 
glorious gospel that Colin loved. 
 
Well, Colin was born to Harry and Nellie on the 25th of February 1946 and his brother 
joining the family two years later.  Brought up on the farm in North Kyme going to local 
schools and then working on the farm.   
 
As time went by Colin and John took on the farm work. Colin enjoyed the work, but he  
pointed out one time that whilst he enjoyed the work, he didn’t really know what other 
work there was because he had never done anything else. So he hadn’t really got much to 
compare with it.     Whilst working on the farm was something that he did, I don’t think 
farming was a desperate passion with him. He always had this air that this is something I 
do and I enjoy doing it, but there is a lot of things more important than the farm work. It 
never took over his life.  
 
Colin and Susan were married at Dorrington in September 1974.  Blessed with two 
children, Katie and Lucy.  Three grandchildren, Luke and Seth and the third is due to 
appear any day.  
 
Colin rightly set great store in biblical values and brought up his family in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord.  And, indeed, devoted to his family in every way and in recent 
years greatly enjoyed the company of Luke and then Seth.  
 
Colin had a number of hidden talents. Around the chapel he was always found doing 
something.  It was amazing what he could do and did do.  Many things he did we never 
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really found out about it, because certainly since Colin has been poorly we found that 
bulbs actually blow, because when Colin was here he would just quickly replace them. 
 
Collin had a particular interest in music. I understand he owned 10 stringed instruments 
and could play all of them. One of them he made himself.   
 
He also played snooker. I have yet to find someone brave enough to tell me whether he 
was any good or not.  I don’t know, if Colin was just modest or whether he really wasn’t 
very good.  Maybe perhaps someone could tell me over a cup of tea later.  But he enjoyed 
that.  It got him out and into a new sphere and a group of people. He felt he wasn’t 
meeting that many people just working away on the farm. 
 
Although brought up in the chapel here that didn’t make Colin a Christian.  He entered 
into his teenage years realizing, that he needed to be saved. He needed to be a Christian. 
He hadn’t been born a Christian. Quite the opposite. He had been born a sinner.  Indeed, 
at that time, although his parents came to the chapel regularly, they as yet did not know 
the Lord Jesus Christ as their Savior.  It was in 1966 that the Lord brought Colin to know 
him as his Saviour.  He had a few days holiday in Blackpool and there he listened to the 
preaching of pastor Davis there he had the assurance of his salvation - Colin said it was 
Romans eight verse six that the Lord used. 
 
“For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace.”1 
 
Colin said that although he had been converted just before that, that was really the seal 
upon his conversion. That was the assurance that he was looking for.  
 
Well, Colin told me only a few weeks ago that  his dad wasn’t any too pleased about his 
conversion - that which might seems strange seeing as he came along to he chapel.  But, 
you see, Colin’s dad was not yet converted.  And there was some resistance to Colin’s 
confession of faith. 
 
Although Colin said this was a difficult time, it gave him a good perspective on things.  
Colin said, “I was willing at that time to give up everything for Christ.”  
 
But within a relatively short time Colin’s parents also came to faith and Colin said in his 
testimony to me that although he was willing to give up everything to Christ he found 
that, in fact, Christ gave him everything back. And that was a great blessing to him. And 
it enabled him throughout his life, to live lose to possessions. Things didn’t worry him 
too much.   
 
Colin, of course, was a most valued man here in the chapel, church secretary for over 30 
years, deacon for 14, a man who I often referred to as ‘the governor’, a man who gave 
100 percent to the Lord’s work here and, indeed, elsewhere.   
 
Before I became a pastor during the inter regnum of some years Colin, I think, in many 
                                                
1 Romans 8:6. 
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ways kept the church in order. And then when I became pastor he has been keeping me in 
order.  He was a most gracious man to work alongside.  
 
Colin was firm in what he believed.  He was wise in his administration, though he was 
loving in all his ways.   
 
He was also a man that continued to grow in the things of God.  He didn’t become a 
Christian and think, “Well, that is it.” He grew, particularly, perhaps in the last few years.  
He was always keen to learn more about Scriptures.  It wasn’t simply an intellectual 
knowledge. It was something that actually affected his worship.  He was a man who was 
warm in his worship and warm in his relationship with the Lord.  And there were times in 
worship when Colin felt the presence of the Lord. And, occasionally he would start a 
verse of a hymn over. And those times were quite rare, but because they were rare, we 
knew that meant something to Colin and usually if Colin started a verse over again then 
there were probably others of us there either were ready to do it or were quite happy to 
take that up.  But these were affirmations of his faith.   
 
And I remembered one or two because they were rare.  One hymn says: 
 
“Wondrous his love for me at Calvary.”  The verse goes on.  “Vanquished are death and 
hell.” 
 
Another hymn we sang and this often used to happen at communion. We sang the hymn 
with the chorus. 
 

I will believe. I do believe.  
That Jesus died for me. 
And on the cross he shed his blood 
From sin to set me free. 

 
We had sung that chorus to all the four or five verses and most people might think they 
have had enough of a chorus at the end of the hymn.  But, no, Colin that touched his heart 
and he sung it over as we sensed the presence of the Lord. 
 
And then the last one I remember him pitching over the last verse that he sung was very 
fitting. 

 
When with the ransomed in glory, 
His face I at last shall see, 
Twill be my joy through the ages, 
To sing of his love for me. 

 
And that was his experience, a warm Christian experience, a relationship with the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 
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Colin was more capable than he thought sometimes.  He was quite capable of opening a 
prayer meeting and giving a word and he did it with such reluctance, but we did manage 
to get him to do it a few times.  And, really, for a man whose temperament was fairly laid 
back, he didn’t worry about much.  Taking a prayer meeting would worry him.  
 
I remember one occasion he said, “I am worried about that meeting. I can’t get a word.” 
 
And actually I said, “Well, don’t worry about it. I’ll take that one.”  
 
And he didn’t take that one, but the last one he took I remember he spoke from Psalm 
116 and pulled out two points from that psalm that the psalmist says we should call on 
the Lord as long as we live. Colin did that.  The other exhortation he gave us from the 
psalm was that we should love the Lord. The psalmist says:- 
 
“I love the LORD, because he hath heard my voice.”2 
 
And that was Colin’s experience. And the fact that I made a note of them and 
remembered them highlights the impact that they had at the time.   
 
Many of us know Colin’s illness was long and quite difficult in the last few weeks.  It 
was only a few months ago that Colin had it in mind that he wanted to go out and 
distribute literature.  He wanted the village where he lived—some of you may be from 
North Kyme—he wanted you to be presented with the gospel and he asked me if I had 
any tracts he could use. Well, we have always got tracts. But I said, “Well, why don’t you 
write one?” 
 
Early the next morning Susan was at my doorstep with the draft of a tract.  He had woken 
up in the night and in 10 minutes he had written a little tract. And you were given one 
with the funeral sheet. 
 
“Why?” he entitled it.  
 
And we think, “Well, he is going to say, ‘Why... why was it me? Why have I got this 
disease?’” 
 
But as you have read the tract you realize that wasn’t the case at all. It was, “Why am I a 
Christian when many just go their own way? Why did the Lord call me by his grace?” 
 
And although we offered to help Colin distribute those around the village, no, that was 
something he had to do. And over a period of three days although in considerable 
weakness he delivered a copy to each home in North Kyme. And others since have taken 
the leaflet and used them elsewhere.   
 
During the last few weeks of Colin’s life there were times when we weren’t quite sure 
whether he could hear us or not.  But we would pray and we would read a few verses of 
                                                
2 Psalm 116:1.  
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Scripture because quite possibly he could hear us.  Susan was able to sing the hymn 
Rachel played as we entered the chapel, “How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds.” 
 
Now that is a lovely hymn, for any occasion.  But the last two verses were most fitting. 
 

Weak is the effort of my heart, 
And cold my warmest thought. 
But when I see thee as thou art, 
I will praise thee as I ought. 
 
Till then I would thy love proclaim, 
With every fleeting breath, 
And may the music of thy name, 
Refresh my soul in death. 

 
That was Colin’s experience in life and in death. 
 
Now I probably said more about Colin than he really wanted me too but he didn’t give 
me any exact time, but I am sure there is much more we could say.   
 
However I want to draw your attention to a verse of Scripture. I do want to give you 
something to go away with. I want to fulfill the other part of Colin’s request and one I 
would do that whether he had requested it or not; and he knew that.  
 
A little verse in 1 Thessalonians four says, “But I would not have you to be ignorant, 
brethren, concerning them which are asleep,”3 [those which die], “that ye sorrow not, 
even as others which have no hope.”4 
 
I just want to pull three things out of there.  They are very important things. The first 
thing we find there it talks about ignorance. 
 
1   Ignorance 
 
“I would not have you to be ignorant.”5 
 
And we use that word in a rather derogatory tone, don’t we?  We say, “Oh, you are 
ignorant.” 
 
But the Scripture uses it in its proper sense. It means without knowledge.   
 
So God is saying here, “I would not have you to be without knowledge about those who 
die.”  And, indeed he wants us to know everything to do with life and death and eternity.  

                                                
3 1 Thessalonians 4:13. 
4 Ibid.  
5 Ibid.  
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The book he has given us, that God gave us, the Bible, is there full of information that he 
doesn’t want us to be ignorant about. 
 
It is sad today that many people in and out of the church are ignorant about sin, God’s 
law, death, eternity, Jesus Christ, salvation, his coming again. But the verse says, “I 
would not have you to be ignorant”6 
 
He wants us to know the things that he wants us to know.  That is why we have a Bible.  
 
And there are times in the Bible as if God underlines things.  And this is one of those 
verses. He is underlining. He says, “I don’t want you to be ignorant about this.” Although 
he has told us about it throughout Scripture.  
 
He wants us, in particular, to know about sin. That is why we are here, because of our 
nature of sin.  It takes us to the grave and that is why we have a coffin.   
 
We are sinners by nature as well as by deed.  We don’t teach our children to do things 
that are wrong. They are preprogrammed.   
 
He wants us to know about his holy law that there are commandments.  And he wants us 
to realize this afternoon, not just for Colin, but for all of us, we have all lied. We have 
stolen. We have all had immoral thoughts.  We have all not kept his day as we ought.  We 
have all not put God first. We can go through all of those commandments. We are all 
liars and adulterers and whatever else you find in the law. 
 
God says, “I want you to know that, because that is why you haven’t got eternal life 
without me.” That is why you go to the grave, because of the sin that we have in our 
nature. 
 
He said, “I want you to know that death is the result of that.”  But he said, “I want you to 
know, too, there is an eternity that we should all go to. And I want you to know that there 
is a way of escape from the punishment of sin, the judgment of God.”  
 
And you are all celebrating that. I expect most of you are. You have got Christmas cards.  
You have got your Christmas tree up.  You are about to go into great festivities 
concerning Christmas. Christ has come. He wants us not to be ignorant about that. He 
wants us to know that Christ came not to give us a warm feeling, not to give us turkey 
and all of those things although they might be perfectly appropriate. He has come that we 
might be free from sin and it’s penalty, that the day will come when our Colin will have a 
new body likened to the Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
And here in this verse he says, “I don’t want you to be ignorant concerning them which 
are asleep,”7 writing concerning his coming.   

                                                
6 Ibid.  
7 Ibid.  
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And this is what he says.  This is the instruction he gives us concerning that in the words 
that follow.   
 
“ Then we which are alive and remain...”8 
 
He says if we are Christians, we shall not prevent them which are asleep, but when the 
Lord comes we shall stop the resurrection.  
 
“For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the 
archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first.”9 
 
Simple enough that anyone can understand this.  “I would not have you to be ignorant.” 

 
The dead in Christ shall rise first: Then we which are alive and remain 
shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in 
the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. Wherefore comfort one 
another with these words.10 
 

What wonderful words of comfort.   
 
So there is no excuse.  We are not to be ignorant. In his mercy God tells us of his love 
and his grace and our position whether we are in or out of Christ.   
 
But there is a second thing here. The verse speaks of sorrow.   
 
2    Sorrow 
 
Some people say Christians shouldn’t sorrow.  I don’t know where they get that from. 
This verse says, “We sorrow not,” but it goes on.  “We sorrow not as those that have no 
hope.” 
 
We sorrow, of course we do. It hurts.  But for the Christian the sorrow is different.  
Sorrow hits you like a wall at times. It jumps out in front of you when you least expect it.  
But oh what a difference  for the Christian - we know that Colin is with the Lord.  And 
we are just waiting for the coming of the Lord. We are waiting for the glorious 
resurrection. Maybe our own home call will come first if we know the Savior.   
 
Our sorrow, is wrapped around with the anticipation of meeting again. This is not the 
end. We shall see him again.  And not only will we meet our brother Colin and our 
friends who have died in Christ, but as one hymn writer says, “We long to meet our 
Saviour first of all.”  
 

                                                
8 1 Thessalonians 4:17.  
9 1 Thessalonians 4:16. 
10 1 Thessalonians 4:16-18. 
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Ah, but we shall not meet Colin in a frail body – we saw Colin get very frail and we all 
head in that direction - we have glasses and false teeth and hearing aids and all sorts of 
other bits and pieces.  We begin to fail. And the Bible says we have a body of 
humiliation. It needs care when, perhaps, we thought we wouldn’t need that type of care.   
 
But, you see, we sorrow not as others that have no hope because this frail body will put 
on a resurrection body that the Lord will give.  And we with Colin shall behold the king 
in all his beauty.  We shall praise the Lord for Calvary’s pain. We will rejoice in the 
Lamb that was slain for sinners. That is the difference.   
 
We sorrow not as others that have no hope. 
 
My friend, I hope you have hope this afternoon. 
 
And that brings me on to the third and last point here.  
 
3 Hope 
 
The verse speaks of hope, doesn’t it?  We sorrow not as those that have no hope, because 
we have a sure and certain hope.   
 
Where does that hope come from? That hope Colin found from Scripture, but Colin was 
founded even before time began. 
 
We read in the Scripture and Colin had come to learn this as he became a Christian that 
God so loved him even before he was born.   
 
We find that this hope, this promise was purchased by the blood of Christ on Calvary. 
Christ came to die for sinners.  And Colin realized in 1966 that he was a sinner and he 
cast his all upon the Savior.  
 
Colin’s hope is sealed by the resurrection. He has got the receipt of his salvation. Christ is 
risen.  The same power that rose Jesus from the dead, the Scripture says, shall quicken 
our mortal bodies.   It is confirmed by his Word, the holy Scripture.  And it has been 
applied to our brother Colin by the Spirit of God.   
 
Now what more could you want for a guarantee?   
 

• A promise in eternity past; 
• The life and death of Christ; 
• The blood of Christ; 
• The resurrection of Christ; 
• The Word of God; 
• The application by the Spirit of God.   
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If every there was such a cast iron guarantee.   Nothing can shake the  promises of God.  
Nothing can prevent Colin’s glorious resurrection because the debt of his sin has been 
paid. It doesn’t have to be paid twice.  It is all a great transaction by the grace of God, 
because there was a day in 1966 when the Lord applied these things to Colin and the 
work was done. 
 
Where is your hope today?  Can it be said when this day comes for you, as it surely will, 
that you have a sure and certain hope?  Or will the matter be politely left?  It may be 
politely left by the minister, but not by God.   
 
Outside of Christ we go with our sin to a lost eternity. We go to judgment.  After death 
the judgment. It is not my opinion but the very Word of almighty God who created us 
before whom we have to do.   
 
We may be told today that you can come to God through any religion as long as you do 
the best you can.  It is Satan’s greatest lie today. Jesus Christ said himself, “I am the way, 
the truth and the life.” 11 
 
And that is why Christ came, to make a way to glory.  The world today is celebrating 
Christmas in a great deal of ignorance.   
 
Do you know there is one thing today that brings more sorrow than Colin’s passing. What 
could bring more sorrow than Colin’s passing?  And that is there are some of you here 
that have no hope. 
 
See, Colin is gone. We miss him.  Gone to glory.  We don’t have to worry about him.  
We don’t have to pray for him.  That is the success of Calvary.  But some of you are still 
lost.   Colin would have underlined that.   
 
Whilst the Lord tarries this is a day of grace. And I encourage you to search your 
condition before God. Seek the Lord with all your heart.  Scripture says those that seek, 
they shall find. 
 
There we are, then.  Three things from that verse.  
 
Ignorance, we are not ignorant.  We have got a Bible. I have taught you a few things 
even in those few minutes this afternoon. 
 
Sorrow, ah, yes, but we sorrow not as those that have no hope.   
 
Hope, because of that hope we have every hope in Christ, sure and certain hope. 
 
These things are to the praise of the grace of almighty God to whom all the honor and 
glory is due. Amen. 

                                                
11 John 14:6.  


