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Take your Bibles and turn with me to Zephaniah chapter 2. This morning in the fourth 

message in our series from Zephaniah, the series titled “The Day of the Lord” and this 

message “The Reproaches of the Wicked”, in this message we will see a list of 
judgments that are going to come from the Lord against five nations. We saw last week 

in chapter 1 the judgment announced against Judah that was going to be fulfilled in 

their near future through the exile into Babylon. Now we will see judgment against 

other nations around Judah. Judgment was going to begin with the people of God but 

was not going to be limited to the people of God! 
 

God calls out these nations that surround Judah in an order that goes West to East and 

then South to North. Judah is in the cross hairs here and these nations are also being 

targeted by God. One hundred years prior to this God had sent another prophet to the 

people, that was Amos. God gave Amos a message for 6 nations around Jerusalem and 
the people of God. Four that we will look at this morning were also included in Amos’ 

list. I was going to say that you can go back and listen to our sermon from Amos 1, 

preached June 10, 2012, but then when I looked for it I realized that the series from 

Amos in not available online! Apparently I am a little more behind on posting sermons 

that I thought! If I can get those sermons from Amos and the last half of the series 
through Hebrews online I will be caught up! I may have to take a leave of absence….. 

 

We will learn when we look at Zephaniah 2 and Amos 1 together that Zephaniah uses 

some of the very same language from Amos as the Word of God remained consistent 

over the 100 years between these two men of God. When God says something is going 
to happen, you can trust Him, it will happen. 

 

So Zephaniah has preached to Josiah and the people of Judah and he concludes some of 

his earlier remarks to them in chapter 2 verses 1-3. He says to Judah, “Gather 

yourselves together, yes, gather together, O undesirable nation, 2 Before the decree is 
issued, Or the day passes like chaff, Before the Lord’s fierce anger comes upon you, 

Before the day of the Lord’s anger comes upon you! 3 Seek the Lord, all you meek of 

the earth, Who have upheld His justice. Seek righteousness, seek humility. It may be 

that you will be hidden in the day of the Lord’s anger.” 

 
In the midst of the discussion about the great and terrible Day of the Lord, the judgment 

of God upon sinners is certain, it is sure, it is coming. He tells Judah then to gather 

themselves together. This is a specific phrase, it is a formal call to a Sacred Assembly. 

This is a call to gather together for the purpose of examining what is going on in the 

nation and to see where they have strayed from following the Word of God as a people. 
As they face consequences and judgment, they need to stop and take inventory – to see 

where they need to repent and re-commit and readjust their lives. The minor prophet 

Joel proclaimed in Joel 1:14. “Consecrate a fast, Call a sacred assembly; Gather the 

elders And all the inhabitants of the land Into the house of the Lord your God, And cry 

out to the Lord.” And here in Zephaniah we see that the people are called undesirable – 
they have polluted themselves the word means – they are corrupt and the bill is about to 



come due. The bill, the wages of sin. Death. 

 

There is going to be a call to judgment. It is not an invitation, it is a command to appear 
before the Judge of all creation. The time is getting closer – and looking back at Amos 

we see it is 100 years closer now than it was, and as we mentioned last week, the 

judgment would come in about 25 to 30 years from when Zephaniah proclaimed these 

things. It is coming! The people are called to gather together and evaluate themselves as 

individuals and as a nation. Time is running out. 
 

A Sacred Assembly was a call to examination and repentance. It was a solemn duty to 

seek the Lord and seek mercy in the light of the coming judgment for their sin. And the 

call is to come now before it is too late. Come and deal with it before the Day passes, 

the day of the outpouring of God’s great anger and wrath toward sin.  
 

This word for gather yourself together is the word for gathering stubble, in order to 

bundle it up and use it to help start a fire. And the call here is also similar to a call in 

Malachi 4:1 where we read, “For behold, the day is coming, Burning like an oven, And 

all the proud, yes, all who do wickedly will be stubble. And the day which is coming 
shall burn them up,” Says the Lord of hosts, “That will leave them neither root nor 

branch.” 

 

Zephaniah says that the people need to gather themselves together to face the issues that 

need to be faced now before they are gathered together like stubble for the fire. He is 
telling them to face the facts – to think rightly about their sin. The result of right 

thinking about sin should be repentance, right? It is seeing that sin is as awful as God 

says it is and it is rejecting sin, turning away from it, having a change of heart and mind 

in regards to sin.  

 
A basket of deplorables indeed, a nation of undesirables, the people have corrupted 

themselves through sin, through idolatry, through complacency, and time is running 

out. The danger is real. The danger is close by. The day of this judgment will be here 

before they know it and Zephaniah is warning them to get ready! 

 
In verse 3 he gives them a solution to this urgent dilemma. “Seek the Lord, all you meek 

of the earth, Who have upheld His justice. Seek righteousness, seek humility. It may be 

that you will be hidden in the day of the Lord’s anger.” 

 

Notice the very frightening fact here that Zephaniah does not say, “Examine yourselves, 
repent, and you will be spared the coming judgment.” No, he warns them that they 

need to get ready for the judgment and if they seek the Lord in humility and 

righteousness then maybe (the word in Hebrew is perhaps) they will be hidden in the 

day of the Lord’s anger. The judgment is coming, it will not be removed. But if they 

seek the Lord and obey His Word perhaps they will be safe in the midst of the coming 
judgment.  



 

So what does it mean to seek the Lord? Often when we hear that command we act like 

we would prefer to seek His hands, not His face – give me, provide for me, do for 
me….but to seek His face, to seek Him is to worship, to exalt Him and glorify Him. It is 

to focus our attention upon Him in all of His holiness and perfection and goodness. So 

how do we seek the Lord like this? Jeremiah provides an answer, in Jeremiah 29:13 we 

read, “And you will seek Me and find Me, when you search for Me with all your heart.” 

We must devote all of our attention and energy toward this pursuit of God.  
 

We must also keep in mind that there is only one Way to seek God, only one Way to 

come to Him, and that is through Jesus. So to seek the Lord is to through Christ. It is 

John 14:6, ““I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except 

through Me.”  
 

Amos says it this way in Amos 5:6, “Seek the Lord and live.” And we read in John 

6:28-29, “Then they said to Him, “What shall we do, that we may work the works of 

God?” 29 Jesus answered and said to them, “This is the work of God, that you believe 

in Him whom He sent.”  
 

To seek God is to seek Christ and to seek Christ is to believe Him.   

 

Zephaniah also says to seek righteousness. Righteousness is being right with God. Jesus 

said it this way in the Sermon on the Mount in Matthew 6:33, “But seek first the 
kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.” 

And in Matthew 5:6, “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for 

they shall be filled.” The only true satisfaction we will find in this life is a guarantee if 

we are seeking, hungering and thirsting, after being right with God.  

 
He also says to seek humility. Humility is it said is not thinking less of yourself, it is 

thinking of yourself less. The gospel of self-esteem makes humility pretty near 

impossible these days, doesn’t it? Too often when people come with a problem or an 

issue the answer is to see all that you are in Christ and all that God has given you…but 

too often we begin to think we get what we deserve and we have these great things 
because we are so great. No. We are not great. We get all these great things because 

God is so great that He gives us what we don’t deserve – He gives us grace and mercy! 

Humility is submission – it is subjecting ourselves to Christ and His Lordship. We are 

bought and paid for slaves of Jesus – bought with His precious blood, not because we 

deserve it, but because we don’t! 
 

And now we see Zephaniah turn to address the nations around Judah. As we seek to 

diagnose the times through the warnings given by the prophet we begin to realize how 

similar things are today in our day as they were them for Judah and the surrounding 

nations. This was and this is a very pluralistic time. Then, every region, every tribe, 
every nation had their own gods, their own religion, and many blended their religion 



with the religion of others creating new false religions. And even Israel and Judah put 

idols up in the Temple of God, thinking they could take a little from this religion and a 

little from that religion and mix it all together. As if there are many paths to God and 
not just One, narrow Way.  

 

Here we see from the nations that people were not just involved in false religion but they 

were mixing and melding and influencing even the worship of the true God through 

their idolatry. They wanted to worship whichever God or gods that could give them 
what they wanted at that specific moment in time. In truth, that means they were 

ultimately worshipping themselves. At the altar of “My Wants” we find idolatry that 

starts with a capital I.  

 

Edward Gibbon in his book Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, wrote this, “All 

religions were regarded by the people as equally true, by the philosophers as equally 

false, and by the magistrates as equally useful.” 
 

The people believed that they could believe whatever they wanted to believe – and their 

belief is their truth, their reality, their religion. The philosophers said it was all nonsense 

and you didn’t need to believe any of it. The government said believe whatever you 

want and then worked to use that believe to the advantage of the state. Hence why 
when Rome conquered a new territory they simply assimilated and blended the religion 

and customs of that religion into the collective. Rome – the first Borg hive!  

 

Now, although none of these 5 nations we are about to examine claim to be 

worshippers of the true God, they are pluralistic. And God makes some rather striking 
statements against and about them. And we will see that whether or not they worship 

God, He is the Lord of the nations! And here we see where Zephaniah borrows the 

Lord’s Words from Amos from 100 years before. 

 

He begins with the Philistines. Those in Philistia, to the southwest of Jerusalem. They 
attacked and antagonized the Jews as often as they had opportunity. In verses 4-7 here 

is the Word of the Lord to the Philistines, “For Gaza shall be forsaken, and Ashkelon 

desolate; They shall drive out Ashdod at noonday, And Ekron shall be uprooted. 5 Woe 

to the inhabitants of the seacoast, The nation of the Cherethites! The word of the Lord is 

against you, O Canaan, land of the Philistines: “I will destroy you; So there shall be no 
inhabitant.” 6 The seacoast shall be pastures, With shelters for shepherds and folds for 

flocks. 7 The coast shall be for the remnant of the house of Judah; They shall feed their 

flocks there; In the houses of Ashkelon they shall lie down at evening. For the Lord 

their God will intervene for them, And return their captives.”  

 
God speaks to the Philistines and it is not good news. He calls by name 4 of their 5 

largest cities. Gaza was the largest city and it is going to be forsaken, abandoned, 

deserted, and empty. Ashkelon will be desolate, literally “wasted.” Ashdod will sees its 

population driven out, expelled in the middle of the day. Ekron will be pulled up by the 



roots and “hamstrung” (a term that refers to cutting the tendons in order to cripple and 

disable an animal before killing and butchering it).  

 
These are the strongholds of the Philistines, some of the most feared warriors in history. 

We know their most famous warrior, the giant Goliath, who stood 9 feet 9 inches tall. 

And from these cities, these strongholds, people will be driven out and devastated to the 

point that anyone, without planning, without strategy, without tactics for battle, will be 

able to walk into the city in broad daylight and claim it for themselves.  
 

How frightening to hear God say to any nation, “I will destroy you.” We need to ask 

then, why is God going to judge the Philistines like this? Zephaniah does not tell us, but 

I tend to think that Zephaniah believes that the people are familiar with the prophecy of 

Amos, because Amos tells us exactly why this is going to happen. In Amos 1:6-8 we 
read, “Thus says the Lord: “For three transgressions of Gaza, and for four, I will not 

turn away its punishment, Because they took captive the whole captivity To deliver 

them up to Edom. 7 But I will send a fire upon the wall of Gaza, Which shall devour its 

palaces. 8 I will cut off the inhabitant from Ashdod, And the one who holds the scepter 

from Ashkelon; I will turn My hand against Ekron, And the remnant of the Philistines 
shall perish,” Says the Lord God.” 

 

The Philistines would go and conquer a territory and a people and they would enslave 

the enemy soldiers who survived the battle. This was a common practice and an 

expectation that defeated nations faced in this time. They were not taken as prisoners of 
war, but as slaves to serve the victors. But the Philistines took it one step further than 

this generally accepted practice for taking soldiers – they took the whole city as slaves. 

Soldiers, men, women, children…everyone. At one point in history as a result of this 

kind of enslavement there were so many slaves living in the land that the Philistines did 

not want any more slaves. Someone, we are not sure who but we know this happened, 
someone had an idea. They approached Edom, one of the largest and richest nations, 

off to the East. Edom bargained and bought the “excess” slaves off the Philistines. Then 

the Edomites would sell those slaves to nations all over the known world. This was a 

driving factor in their economy – they made a business of the slave trade. 

 
So who were these Edomites? Where did the people of Edom come from? Bible trivia. 

Anyone know? They descended from Esau, Jacob’s brother, son of Isaac. And just as 

Jacob and Esau did not get along that well, their descendants were the same. The 

Edomites were constantly harassing Israel. And here the Edomites are buying whole 

cities of people from the Philistines. They are oppressing the poor and Amos says that 
the rich are taking the poor and using them to increase their wealth.  

 

Where did the Edomites live? Where was their land that would be abandoned and 

uprooted? If you are a movie buff and have seen the third Indiana Jones movie, the 

temple carved into the mountain into the pink sandstone was featured in the movie – it 
is a real place, Petra, called the Rose City in modern day Jordan. When God judged the 



Edomites they were told that no one would inhabit their cities. The city was not even 

rediscovered until the 1800s. And you know who lives in Petra today? No one. Tourists 

and archeologists visit but it is still to this day uninhabited. What we know of the area is 
revealed in about 15% of the city, as 85% of the ruins are still undiscovered and 

undisturbed carved back into the mountains. 

 

And just as the Philistines have done to other nations, now God is going to do to them. 

He is going to pull their cities up by the roots like a weed. God says, “I will destroy 
you.” The coast lands where you have had fortifications and ports for shipping people 

off into slavery will be pastures. Empty fields. There will be none of them left in the 

land.  

 

In verse 8-11 now we see God’s Word to the people of Moab and Ammon – the 
Moabites and Ammonites. “I have heard the reproach of Moab, And the insults of the 

people of Ammon, With which they have reproached My people, And made arrogant 

threats against their borders. 9 Therefore, as I live,” Says the Lord of hosts, the God of 

Israel, “Surely Moab shall be like Sodom, And the people of Ammon like Gomorrah— 

Overrun with weeds and salt pits, And a perpetual desolation. The residue of My people 
shall plunder them, And the remnant of My people shall possess them.” 10 This they 

shall have for their pride, Because they have reproached and made arrogant threats 

Against the people of the Lord of hosts. 11 The Lord will be awesome to them, For He 

will reduce to nothing all the gods of the earth; People shall worship Him, Each one 

from his place, Indeed all the shores of the nations.” 
 

Awesome means terrifying. The people will be scared to death as they see what God 

does. And as God begins to describe the judgment of Moab and Ammon, there is 

actually a bit of sarcasm here – yes the Scriptures from time to time use sarcasm….and 

puns!  
 

To understand the sarcasm we need to be familiar with where these two nations came 

from. Where did Moab and Ammon come from and why is it significant that they are 

told that they will become like Sodom and Gomorrah? 

 
If you remember the story of Sodom and Gomorrah, God sent angels in to warn Lot 

and his family, to get them out before judgment fell on those wicked cities. And why 

were they facing this terrible judgment? Ezekiel tells us, and it is more than what most 

people think. We think we know the reasons, the sins, for which Sodom and Gomorrah 

were judged, but Ezekiel 16:48-50 tell us, “Look, this was the iniquity of your sister 
Sodom: She and her daughter had pride, fullness of food, and abundance of idleness; 

neither did she strengthen the hand of the poor and needy. 50 And they were haughty 

and committed abomination before Me; therefore I took them away as I saw fit.” 

 

Yet facing judgment for these sins, Lot did not want to leave, then he did not want to go 
where the angels told him to go, he wanted to go to another city instead of into the hills 



where he thought it wouldn’t be safe, and his wife did not want to leave at all or go 

anywhere. Then as they were convinced to go and they finally left, what did Lot’s wife 

do? She looked back after specifically being warned not to look back. The trouble here 
was not the direction of her eyes, but the direction of her heart – where your treasure is 

there your heart will be also – she did not want to leave at all and desired to go back and 

she was vaporized on the spot, turned to a pillar of salt.  

 

Lot and his two daughters fled and escaped. They went up into the mountains and ever 
since this massive destructive act of judgment nearly nothing lives in this area, near the 

Dead Sea. As Lot’s daughters started to process what had happened they thought that 

their family was done. Over. Just the two of them and dad. No mom. No husbands. 

They were doomed. This was the end of their family. They plotted then in desperation 

and got their father drunk and seduced him. Moab was born to the older daughter and 
Ammon to the younger. As messed up as this family was now, their descendants didn’t 

make things any better. 

 

The people of God hated, they abhorred the Moabites because of the way they treated 

the Jews. When Moab went into battle and conquered an area they would desecrate the 
tombs of that nation’s former kings and leaders. They would dig up the bones and burn 

them and grind them into powder. This was a result of a religious belief that they held 

that there was going to be a resurrection, but in order for you to be resurrected your 

bones had to be intact. If you dug up and ground up the bones of your enemies they 

could not be resurrected.  
 

Moab also had a king named Balak. Remember Balak? He hired Balaam to curse Israel. 

As he went to go do this riding on his donkey, an Angel, the Angel of the Lord  

appeared to block his path and was going to slay Balam with a sword. The donkey saw 

it, Balaam didn’t. The donkey stopped, Balaam beat him to get him to go. The donkey 
pushed up against a wall and Balaam cursed the donkey. Finally the donkey just laid 

down and Balaam beat the donkey with his staff. We read about it in Numbers 22. 

“Then the Lord opened the mouth of the donkey, and she said to Balaam, “What have I 

done to you, that you have struck me these three times?” 29 And Balaam said to the 

donkey, “Because you have abused me. I wish there were a sword in my hand, for now 
I would kill you!” 30 So the donkey said to Balaam, “Am I not your donkey on which 

you have ridden, ever since I became yours, to this day? Was I ever disposed to do this 

to you?” And he said, “No.” 31 Then the Lord opened Balaam’s eyes, and he saw the 

Angel of the Lord standing in the way with His drawn sword in His hand; and he 

bowed his head and fell flat on his face. 32 And the Angel of the Lord said to him, 
“Why have you struck your donkey these three times? Behold, I have come out to stand 

against you, because your way is perverse before Me. 33 The donkey saw Me and 

turned aside from Me these three times. If she had not turned aside from Me, surely I 

would also have killed you by now, and let her live.” 34 And Balaam said to the Angel 

of the Lord, “I have sinned, for I did not know You stood in the way against me. Now 
therefore, if it displeases You, I will turn back.” 



 

By the time a donkey has to tell you want to do… 

 
Balaam decided to bless the people of God instead of cursing them but then he returned 

to Balak and told him to have the women of Moab seduce the men of Israel and destroy 

them through intermarriage and idolatry. Then God Himself will curse the people. The 

plan worked and now Amos and Zephaniah are proclaiming the curse, the judgment 

that will come on Moab as a result.  
 

There is a significant person we studied in Scripture who descended from Moab. She 

travelled from her homeland to Israel with her mother-in-law after her Jewish husband 

died. Remember Ruth, the Moabites? From the immorality of Lot’s older daughter 

came a people who gave us Ruth who is David’s great-grandmother and in the direct 
genealogy of Jesus!  

 

Moab was certainly an enemy of Israel and while the people of God would have 

cheered about God judging them, we must remember that even in the midst of the most 

wicked people, God has His sheep!  
 

Looking at Ammon now, the Ammonites were not concerned with the future 

resurrection of dead leaders. On the other hand they wanted to prevent future 

generations from their enemies, and so we see in Amos 1:13 “For three transgressions of 

the people of Ammon, and for four, I will not turn away its  punishment, Because they 
ripped open the women with child in Gilead, That they might enlarge their territory.”  

 

They would defeat an army then attack expectant mothers and kill their unborn 

children. 

 
The Ammonites were themselves wiped out with no hope of future generations.  These 

arrogant nations made threats, attacked, and instigated all sorts of trouble, and God 

says He will make them like Sodom and Gomorrah. We took the long way around but 

here then is the sarcasm – where did Moab and Ammon come from in the first place? 

They came as a direct result of immorality and sin after the judgment and destruction of 
Sodom and Gomorrah. What was God going to do to them? Send them back where 

they came from. He was going to turn them into Sodom and Gomorrah. And just as 

they were determined to destroy the future (resurrected leaders or the next generation) 

of their enemies God was going to make them to be perpetually desolate. Weeds and 

salt pits. And this is going to be awesome, as in terrifying, as God carries out this 
judgment and reduces these nations to nothing but a memory. 

 

Amos describes the judgment this way, “The Lord roars from Zion, And utters His 

voice from Jerusalem; The pastures of the shepherds mourn, And the top of Carmel 

withers.” In our text, verse 11 describes it this way, “The Lord will be awesome to 
them, For He will reduce to nothing all the gods of the earth; People shall worship Him, 



Each one from his place, Indeed all the shores of the nations.” Even in this judgment 

there are those to be called to salvation – what amazing grace this is! 

 
Knowing that today is January 22, because of the Ammonites, because for 44 years it 

has been legal in our nation to murder children in their mother’s wombs. How depraved 

are a people that would deny the most basic instinct of motherhood and allow a mother 

to kill her unborn child? Sixty million…sixty million…and you see, God is not judging 

our nation because of sixty million abortions. We have had sixty million abortions 
because God has turned us over to our sin. This is the judgment of God. Future 

generation have been decimated. Whole ethnic populations are being reduced and that 

was the whole point behind the founding of Planned Parenthood.  

 

When you look at our nation please understand that whatever good may come with the 
changing of administrations we have elected pro-life Presidents before, we have 

nominated pro-life Supreme Court justices before and it is the forty-fourth year that it is 

still legal in this nation to murder children in their mother’s womb. It takes more than a 

change of administration, it takes a change of heart.  

 
Some of what the church misses and some of what the pro-life movement misses is that 

to be on the front lines of this battle we as churches need to be prepared to help women 

who are pregnant. To help them with medical care, to help them with the basic 

necessities, to help them find someone to adopt. Do you know how long the lines are 

for people waiting to adopt – why is it so much more expensive to adopt than to abort? 
 

It is because of our sin. It is not enough to pray. It is not enough to protest. It is not 

enough to fight. We must preach the gospel. It is the only solution. When you look and 

you see that God says to the Ammonites because of this sin specifically God will roar 

against you – God is roaring against us. And do not fall for this, I’ve seen this this week, 
for all of the historic achievement of a mostly peaceful transfer of power from 

administration to administration, from appointments to the cabinet of the new President 

that seem to be awesome appointments, to steps that seem to be in the right direction, 

this is still not the solution. The battle is still not done. And we should not rejoice and 

think that everything is over, it is done, and it is all good now. 
 

Let me tell you this – we may have a professed pro-life President, but the blood of 3,000 

children a day are on his hands now too because he has taken the mantle of power in 

this nation and we are still murdering children in the womb.  

 
If you want to know how to pray look at Daniel chapter 9. Daniel went before God and 

he embraced the sins of his people as his sins. He repented and confessed them.  

 

We may be exiles here. We may be citizens of heaven. But this is our nation and these 

are our sins. May God grant us repentance and a passion to stand for life.   
 



Continuing on in verse 12-15 we see what Zephaniah says to the last 2 nations we will 

study this morning. “You Ethiopians (Cushites, Cush was the son of Ham, cursed by 

Noah as a result of his father’s sin after the flood) You Ethiopians also, You shall be 
slain by My sword.” 13 And He will stretch out His hand against the north, Destroy 

Assyria, And make Nineveh a desolation, As dry as the wilderness. 14 The herds shall 

lie down in her midst, Every beast of the nation. Both the pelican and the bittern Shall 

lodge on the capitals of her pillars; Their voice shall sing in the windows; Desolation 

shall be at the threshold; For He will lay bare the cedar work. 15 This is the rejoicing 
city That dwelt securely, That said in her heart, “I am it, and there is none besides me.” 

How has she become a desolation, A place for beasts to lie down! Everyone who passes 

by her Shall hiss and shake his fist.” 

 

Here to the south of Israel, in Egypt, the Ethiopians and the Egyptians planned to take 
land of Israel but the Assyrians stopped them and destroyed them and also took Israel 

for themselves. Then Assyria was attacked by the Babylonians and destroyed and Judah 

was taken into captivity. 

 

God says the Ethiopians will be judged and so will the Assyrians, making the capital 
city of Assyria, Nineveh, a desolation, dry as the wilderness. Let me describe Nineveh 

to you. There were 2 walls around the city. The inner wall was 100 feet high, 8 miles 

around, and wide enough that 3 chariots could ride side by side on top all the way 

around the city. They had springs and water works, an elaborate canal system and other 

incredible feats of architecture. Fourteen gates, twelve hundred towers, they thought no 
one could ever touch them. And yet the threat is that they will be as dry as the 

wilderness.  

 

God quotes them. The city of Nineveh said, “I am it, and there is none beside me!” The 

pride – the arrogance.  
 

Who was there in Nineveh? Remember that they had at one time had a revival? One 

hundred years before this, again, when Amos was prophesying. Another minor prophet 

named Jonah was sent by God to go preach to Nineveh. God said He was going to save 

the city. He told Jonah to go. He went the opposite direction, got into a ship, and sailed 
away. After a storm he was thrown overboard and a great fish swallowed him and after 

3 days and a repentant prayer, that fish threw him up on the shore and he went to 

Nineveh where he still reluctantly preached through the entire city. As he does people 

immediately begin repenting and turning to the Lord! And he gets to the other side and 

complains and asks God why He saved the people.  
 

Nahum came after Jonah, and he had a word for Nineveh also. He warned the city that 

after the revival and the great move of God through the city they were now turning back 

to their idols and paganism. He told them that if they did not repent and return to the 

Lord as they had after the preaching of Jonah then the judgment that God threatened 
through Jonah was going to come to pass and be even worse than was first threatened. 



Amos repeats Nahum’s judgments, and now so does Zephaniah 100 years later.  

 

Guess what happened in 612 BC to Nineveh? While Josiah and Zephaniah were both 
still alive. The Babylonians attacked and destroyed Nineveh. And do you know that for 

centuries the only historical evidence for Nineveh was the Bible. No one could find the 

ruins of this great city or believed there were great leaders like Sennacherib, 

Ashurbanipal, and others.  

 
It wasn’t until the 1820s that the ruins were discovered outside the modern city of 

Mosul, Iraq. And everything that the Bible says about Assyria and Nineveh has been 

verified by artifacts and finds. This massive city, the greatest city in the world in 

Zephaniah’s day, was judged and disappeared for over 2500 years. God buried them in 

the desert, just as He said He would do. His Word came to pass because His Word is 
true.  

 

For us, in this judgment against the arrogant nations who rivaled the people of God, we 

find a few lessons.  

 
First we need to start where chapter 2 starts. Seek the Lord. Seek righteousness. Seek 

humility. Pursue, desire, long for walking with the Lord, being right by the standard of 

His Word, and being humble. It isn’t about us! It is about Him. In contradiction to 

Nineveh, God says, “I am the Lord and there is no other.” 

 
Secondly, learn to recognize the judgment of God upon our own nation. Don’t think 

that all the sin, abortion, violence, injustice – don’t think these bring God’s judgment – 

they are God’s judgment. When God judges a nation He turns them over to be 

consumed by their sin.  

 
Also don’t think that a few drops of mercy in the midst of judgment mean that the 

judgment is over. God will at times intersperse drops of mercy in times of wrath – even 

Jesus did not carry the cross all the way to Golgotha. Don’t think because things are 

looking up that things are actually better. Until we as a nation repent and see genuine 

revival in our churches we can be sure of one thing – God is righteously judging us. 
 

When God roars in judgment His people are called to gather together. And keep in 

mind that the wicked of this world are not our true enemies – they are our mission as 

God has His people there in every tribe from every tongue. Who knows where we will 

find a Ruth, or a Rahab?  
 

As God judges, let us not seek our own comfort and safety. When the great missionary 

CT Studd was asked about where he wanted to serve in missions, he said that he did not 

want a nice, safe, pleasant mission station. He said he would prefer a station set up 10 

feet in front of the gates of hell. The gospel, you see, is not a second chance. It is the last 
chance – the only way to be spared the judgment of God. Wicked men and wicked 



nations will be judged. We will rejoice in the justice and righteousness of God. But we 

also should be prepared to preach to sinners the great news of the gospel.  

 
As Spurgeon said, “If sinners be damned, at least let them leap to Hell over our dead 

bodies. And if they perish, let them perish with our arms wrapped about their knees 

imploring them to stay. If Hell must be filled, let it be filled in the teeth of our exertions, 

and let none go unwarned and unprayed for.” 

 
The people were called to gather together now these 100 years after Amos. And it was 

less than a generation before these things started to happen with the destruction of 

Nineveh and exile in Babylon. Many of those who heard Zephaniah preach this 

message saw the fulfillment with their own eyes. Time is short. When it comes to 

judgment, time is short. Today is the day of salvation. Seek the Lord while He may be 
found. Seek Him now because at some point it will be too late. It will be too late. 

 

Let us pray. 

 

 
 

 

 

 


