
 

© 2017 by Pastor Ismael Miranda, God’s Garden Church 

P
ag

e 
1

 

The Character of God:  Light 

1 John 1:5 

Series:  A Sure Salvation 

 

1. Introduction 

a. We are living an increasingly hostile world when it comes to the 

Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

b. We find that the gospel is being systematically attacked and more 

dangerously, it is being altered to make it more palatable to the 

modern consumer. 

i. The problem with this is that the Scriptures do not give us leave 

to behave in this way. 

ii. The Scripture confronts us in our sin and in the darkness of our 

hearts and challenges us. 

iii. The Scripture, as we will see here, aptly demonstrates to us the 

character of God and therefore calls us to conform to this divine 

revelation. 

iv. Can you be a Christian and live in darkness?  Can you profess 

to walking in the light and constantly live within the shadows? 

v. These are the questions that will engage us today.  

c. May God’s Spirit illumine our hearts to truth and then conform us to 

it.  

 

2. Verse 5A – This is the message we have heard 

a. John speaks of the message that he and other apostles were 

commissioned to convey to those who did not have the direct 

experience of Christ that the Twelve did.   

b. This message of Salvation—the Gospel—is the very truth of God that 

liberates the sinner and transfers him into the sonship of God through 

Christ our Lord.   

c. Hence, this message from the lips of Christ himself is of the gravest 

import because quite literally, it is the Gospel of salvation. 

d. Notice that John is interesting in the authentic message and not one 

that has been altered to appease the so-called more discerning ears of 

our time. 

e. John is preoccupied with exactly preaching and passing the very 

message entrusted to him by Christ himself.  

  

3. Verse 5B – from him 
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a. Notice that the message was delivered to John not by other men, or 

even angelic revelation but by the very font of all eternal truth.  This 

message is directly given by God.  The message of God is immutable.   

b. They heard something from Jesus, and John now passes it along as the 

central assertion of this epistle.   

 

4. Verse 5C – and proclaim to you 

a. Proclaim – announce or herald 

b. The message proclaim was that of the work and mediating office of 

Christ 

 

5. Verse 5D – that God is light 

a. God is described here in anthropomorphic language – in a metaphor 

i. We understand what light is and what it accomplished in 

banishing the darkness from nay place. 

ii. We understand that light allows us the ability to work and we 

understand the helplessness that comes to any man when he is 

stumbling in the dark. 

iii. In absolute darkness, man is absolutely blind.   

b. Scripture starts with darkness being overcomed by the light and ends 

with the Light of Christ overcoming all.   

c. The description of God as light captures the essence of His nature and 

is foundational to the rest of the epistle.   

d. Throughout Scripture, God and His glory are often described in terms 

of light. 

i. Exodus 13:21  And the LORD went before them by day in a 

pillar of cloud to lead them along the way, and by night in a 

pillar of fire to give them light, that they might travel by day 

and by night. 

e. When Moses came down from Mount Sinai after meeting with the 

Lord, his face glowed with a reflection of God’s light (Exodus 34) 

f. God’s splendor is described 

i. Psalms 104:1-2  Bless the LORD, O my soul! O LORD my 

God, you are very great! You are clothed with splendor and 

majesty,  (2)  covering yourself with light as with a garment, 

stretching out the heavens like a tent. 

g. The glory of Christ at the transfiguration was described: 

i. Matthew 17:2  And he was transfigured before them, and his 

face shone like the sun, and his clothes became white as light. 

h. Salvation in terms of light: 
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i. 2 Corinthians 4:4-6  In their case the god of this world has 

blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing 

the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image 

of God.  (5)  For what we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus 

Christ as Lord, with ourselves as your servants for Jesus' sake.  

(6)  For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has 

shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the 

glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 

i. In Christ, the light of salvation shown 

i. John 1:4-5  In him was life, and the life was the light of men.  

(5)  The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not 

overcome it. 

ii. John 8:12  Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light 

of the world. Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, 

but will have the light of life.” 

iii. John 12:46  I have come into the world as light, so that 

whoever believes in me may not remain in darkness. 

j. Light: 

i. Represents the truth of God as embodied in His Word.   

1. Psalms 119:105  Your word is a lamp to my feet and a 

light to my path. 

2. Psalms 119:130  The unfolding of your words gives 

light; it imparts understanding to the simple. 

ii. Light is linked to virtue and moral conduct.   

1. Ephesians 5:8-9  for at one time you were darkness, but 

now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light  

(9)  (for the fruit of light is found in all that is good and 

right and true), 

 

6. Verse 5E – and in him is no darkness at all 

a. The Way of negation – 

b. Darkness – Shadowy Christian belief, behavior, or devotion is 

revealed as sham when exposed to the divine radiance.   

i. God’s character is the standard and the normative principle for 

both Christian and Church. 

c. Conclusion:  Therefore, if truth and righteousness are absent from 

one’s life, that person, no matter what he or she says does not possess 

eternal life.  They cannot belong to God because there is no darkness 

in God at all. 
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7. Benediction:   

a. John 3:17-21  For God did not send his Son into the world to 

condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved 

through him.  (18)  Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but 

whoever does not believe is condemned already, because he has not 

believed in the name of the only Son of God.  (19)  And this is the 

judgment: the light has come into the world, and people loved the 

darkness rather than the light because their works were evil.  (20)  For 

everyone who does wicked things hates the light and does not come to 

the light, lest his works should be exposed.  (21)  But whoever does 

what is true comes to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that his 

works have been carried out in God.” 


