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The Five Solas ~ SOLa SCRIPTURA2 

We owe to the Scriptures the same reverence that we owe to God, because it has proceeded from him alone, 
and has nothing of man mixed with it… (Calvin, comments on 2 Timothy 3:16) 

A most pernicious error widely prevails that Scripture has only so much weight as is conceded to it by the 
consent of the church. As if the eternal and inviolable truth of God depended upon the decision of man! For 
they mock the Holy Spirit when they ask: Who can convince us that these writings came from God” Who can 
assure us that Scripture has come down whole and intact to our day?... Thus these sacrilegious men , wishing to 
impose an unbridled tyranny under the cover of the church, do not care with what absurdities they ensnare 
themselves and others, provided they can force this one idea upon the simple-minded: that the church has 
authority in all things. Yet, if this is so, what will happen to miserable consciences seeking firm assurance of 
eternal life if all promises of it consist in and depend solely upon the judgment of men?...Again, to what 
mockeries of the impious is our faith subjected, into what suspicion has it fallen among all men, if we believe 
that it has a precarious authority dependent solely upon the good pleasure of men!  (Calvin, Inst., 1.7.1) 

Yet it is at the same time to be noted that the first man revolted from God’s authority, not only because he was 
seized by Satan’s blandishments [arrogance], but also because, contemptuous of truth, he turned aside to 
falsehood. And surely, once we hold God’s Word in contempt, we shake off all reverence for him. For, unless 
we listen attentively to him, his majesty will not dwell among us, nor his worship remain perfect. 
Unfaithfulness [Unbelief], then, was the root of the Fall. (Calvin, Inst., 2.1.4) 

Introductory 

RC approach – synergistic, which extends to view of Scripture’s place (Aristotelean + Augustinian via 

Aquinas); view of church as a depository of grace – church as savior, a ground and pillar of the truth 

instead of a product of God and His truth; view of authority unbiblical and unreasonable. Taught an 

addition – that Scripture and tradition are two streams forming the one river of God’s Word; the 

Word is the written books plus the unwritten traditions (which is the Pontiff’s prerogative of 

determining); both Scripture and tradition to be received and venerated with equal affection of piety 

and reverence (acc. to Trent); Luther deemed a schismatic (even though such a view of the Pontiff 

would have been deemed schismatic by the earlier church); frequent debates about sola Scriptura 

prior to Reformation when the door was slammed shut. 

How Is Tradition Defined in the Bible? 

Definition of ‘traditions’ – is the Bible sufficient or must it be augmented? The word ‘paradosis’ is 

used 13 times in the NT. Eight times in the Gospel accounts (Matt 15 and Mark 7) it is used negatively 

as human traditions, traditions which our Lord expressed as doctrines, teachings, binding on those the 

Pharisees would instruct, but in the end, were commandments of men and unacceptable. A similar 

view is to be taken of Gal. 1.14 and Col. 2.8. But the three remaining uses are of a positive sort: 

Now I praise you because you remember me in everything and hold firmly to the traditions, 
just as I delivered them to you. (1Co 11:2) 
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So then, brethren, stand firm and hold to the traditions which you were taught, whether by 
word of mouth or by letter from us. (2Th 2:15) 
Now we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you keep away 
from every brother who leads an unruly life and not according to the tradition which you 
received from us. (2Th 3:6) 

What can be said of the tradition(s) mentioned here? (Points taken from David King, Holy Scripture: 

The Ground and Pillar of Our Faith, Vol. 1, p. 113) 

1. They were binding on the churches of Thessalonians and Corinth. 

2. What was binding was authoritative apostolic tradition which was delivered, taught, commanded. 

An example of the traditions communicated orally by the apostle Paul is given in 1 Cor. 15.1-5, 

where the verb form of paradosis is used. (see there) 

3. This tradition had already been received and was objectively identifiable by the readers; it speaks 

of nothing regarding future tradition(s) to be passed on. 

4. There is no indication at all that what this tradition involved was different in content from 

written instructions by inspired and authoritative apostles. (2 The. 2.15 makes this connection.) 

5. This oral instruction from apostles cannot be identified with the mere doctrines of men, the 

traditions which are not divine teachings as in Matt 15/Mk. 7. 

6. The apostolic tradition was a vital and even necessary part as the NT books of the Bible, the 

canon, were being completed, and when the apostolic foundation was being set (ie, when inspired 

men were given in the church). 

7. Most importantly, there is no evidence at all that this once-well-known oral tradition is the model 

for future, non-inspired traditions to be taught as dogma. As David King observes: 

The apostles did not command the early Christians to identify, develop or refine these 
traditions, but to keep, hold, and obey what had already been delivered… Today’s Roman 
communion has attempted to expand and redefine the NT meaning of tradition to fit her 
scheme of developing dogma. This represents, not a succession of doctrine, but a radical break 
with the apostolic tradition delivered in the NT Scriptures. Ultimately, the meaning of 
tradition is determined by whatever Rome’s magisterium currently teaches it to be. (Holy 

Scripture: The Ground and Pillar of Our Faith, Vol. 1, p. 113) 

Were the Reformers against the Church Fathers on Sola Scriptura? 

What early church really said (against the charge of novelty). David King and William Webster 

combine in their 3rd volume, Holy Scripture: The Ground and Pillar of Our Faith, in 300+ pages of just 

the early church fathers in their own words, a sort of Sola Patria, and the authors’ excellent summary 

(pp. 9-10) is as follows: 

1. Scripture is the sole source of doctrine for the faith of the Church. 

2. All doctrines necessary for salvation and moral living for the Christian are contained in Scripture. 

3. All doctrine must be proved from Scripture. 

4. What the Apostles taught orally has been handed down in Scripture. 
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5. Scripture is the ultimate judge in all controversies. 

6. Scripture is the ultimate and supreme authority for the Church. 

7. If Scripture is silent on an issue it cannot be known. 

8. All teachers and councils are subject to the authority of Scripture. 

9. Any bishop or teacher who teaches doctrines that are not contained in Scripture or are 

contradictory to Scripture is to be rejected. 

10.  Scripture reveals clearly and plainly all truths necessary for salvation and moral living. 

11.  Scripture interprets Scripture, i.e., it is self-interpreting. 

12.  The Holy Spirit reveals truth and gives understanding of Scripture directly to those who pray and 

walk in obedience. 

Can We Trust the Word? 

Like any other doctrine looks to the Scripture for its attestation, so does the doctrine of Scripture 

itself. Bible presents itself garbed in a jot and tittle inviolability. To add man’s ideas or words next to 

His speech, is idolatrous; satanic, even. It at once asks, ‘has God said’ exclusively, while it subtracts 

from its inviolable, as well as total, witness. To add is to subtract. 

Biblical View of Itself – The living God speaking the living Word to living souls with a living faith. 

Organic connection between Christ, Word, and People of God. Only the Word of God is inspired; 

only the Word of God is inerrant and infallible; only the Word of God is authoritative in the realm of 

orthodoxy and orthopraxy; the Word of God is all-sufficient for what it is purposed to do (and it is 

not purposed to do everything!)  

The internal witness of the Spirit – 

The interpretation of the Scriptures –  

 “You shall believe God who speaks plainly in his Word. Further than the Word teaches you shall not 

believe the one or the other. The Word of God is plain in itself. If there is any obscurity anywhere, 

the Holy Spirit, who is never contrary to himself, explains it more clearly in other places. No can 

remain in doubt, save those who remain obstinately ignorant.” John Knox to Mary Queen of Scots, 

when asked who to believe when interpretations differ among men. 

The power of the Scriptures – Isa 55:10-11 

Must trust nothing less than God’s eternal Word – 1 Cor. 2:9-16 

The way in which Christ has given and completed His Word – upper room promises regarding the 

Holy Spirit. 

 


