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WHAT GOD HAS DONE FOR MY SOUL 

Psalm 66: 1-20/Luke 1: 46,47 – Pastor Richard P. Carlson 

 

Do you have a personal experience with the Lord? Do you have a personal 

relationship with Jesus? What has God done for your soul? All of us are tested as 

David was by trials. The testimony we have today, after going through the fire, 

even as Job or Daniel or Noah or Ruth or Hosea or Peter or Paul or Timothy or 

John on the isle of Patmos, our personal experience of living out the Gospel in our 

lives is a critical issue with God, and He commands us to testify about our personal 

experience of living out the truth of His Word. The testimonies of the saints in the 

Old Testament and the New Testament, as well as the experiences of countless 

saints since the days of the early church, testify that “Jesus Christ is still the same, 

yesterday, today and forever.” Without an experience with Jesus as our Savior and 

Lord, we have no reason as the psalmist in Psalm 66: 16 to say to anyone, “Come 

and hear, all you who fear God, and I will tell what He has done for my soul.”  

 

The essential nature of our personal experiences with the Lord and the critical 

responses that God calls for in our personal experiences with Him is vital. As 

God’s children, we need multitudinous testimonies to the work of God’s grace in 

our lives. The psalmist cried out in Psalm 66: 16, and I call to us, as a flock. I ask 

you each the question. Can you call others to your side and say these words—

“Come and hear, all you who fear God, and I will tell what He has done for my 

soul.” Do you have a vibrant, living, real, up to date experience and testimony of 

what God is doing in your life? The apostle Paul knew the critical place that our 

personal experience has with the Lord. He penned strong words in Romans 5: 1-5: 

Listen! These are verses I memorized as a young man. I still remember them as 

many of you do today. “Therefore, being justified by faith, we have peace with 

God through our Lord Jesus Christ. By whom also we have access by faith into this 

grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. And not only so, 

but we glory in tribulations also, knowing that tribulation worketh patience; and 

patience, experience; and experience, hope: And hope maketh not ashamed; 

because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is 

given to us.” The apostle Paul is so focused on doctrine in the Epistle of Romans. 

Yet he wisely speaks of experience being the fleshing out of our doctrine, our 

personal experiences of walking our walk with God in this doctrinal passage? The 

Greek word for experience is dokime. This word means test, proof, experience, and 

rendered acceptable after being assayed or tried in the fire. Dokime is a Greek 

word very hard to translate into just one word. Sometimes dokime is rendered 

proven character—NASB, experience in the KJV, character in NIV, 

approvedness—ASV, ripeness of character—Weymouth, mature character—

Phillips, proof we have stood the test, NEB, forged tempered steel of virtue – 
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Message, tried virtue, Douay, tried character-Berkeley, approved faith and tried 

integrity—Amplified, and still other translations say tested character, strength, and 

strength of character.  

 

Why does God want us to have orthodoxy and orthopraxy mixed, doctrine mixed 

with our practice, living out our doctrine in experience? Without experiencing the 

truth of the word, we have knowledge only. When we have experience in living out 

a truth of scripture, we have applied knowledge which is wisdom. We have a 

testimony of what God has done for our soul. I would love to go to a certain Amish 

church gathering today in the village of Ronks.. Last Sunday night, November 

24th, police reported a horse pulling an Amish buggy was killed in a drive-by 

shooting. Five people were inside the buggy Sunday night when a car drove by and 

a shot was fired in Ronks, in southeastern Lancaster County. The car didn’t stop. 

The folk in the buggy didn’t know it was a gunshot, and though it was a 

firecracker. The horse pulled the buggy home to the farm, but it was soon 

discovered that the horse was bleeding to death. The horse had suffered a bullet 

wound to the left side of its torso and it soon died before a veterinarian could 

arrive. So what are those frightened five passengers in that buggy saying in that 

Amish church gathering in Ronks? I know this one incident in our world seems 

minor, but the point is—how we respond to our trials is the essence of our 

experience of what God has done for our souls. And today, in Ronks, five people 

have to be thanking God that it was not one of them who were killed, as the 

whizzing car could have easily killed one or more of them. We read in Proverbs 

30: 5, “Every word of God is tested/proves true, He is a shield to those who take 

refuge in him.”  

 

The writer of Psalm 66 is not revealed to us in the title. Some commentators think 

it is David after being delivered from Saul in 1056 BC, while a number of others 

believe it is Hezekiah the king after being delivered from Sennacherib, king of the 

Assyrians in 712 BC. Both those godly kings had experienced miraculous 

deliverances and they had a testimony of God’s grace to tell to their people. They 

faced far more than a drive-by shooting. David was for many years in peril of his 

life in caves all over the wilderness of Judah, and Hezekiah, 350 years later was 

locked up like a bird in a cage with no hope of Jerusalem’s survival. As we look 

carefully at Psalm 66, I see four ways the psalmist is testifying what God has done 

for his soul. I call us to examine these four different ways to testify of God’s power 

and grace as we experience His miracles and mighty power in our lives.  

TESTIFY TO GOD HIMSELF OF ALL HIS WONDERS. (I.) Beloved, before 

we ever start testifying before others or to others, we need to learn to testify first of 

all to the King of kings and Lord of lords. Notice the psalmist in verses 1-4. “Shout 
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for joy to God, all the earth; sing the glory of His name; give to Him glorious 

praise! Say to God, “How awesome are Your deeds! So great is Your power that 

Your enemies come cringing to You. All the earth worships You and sings praises 

to You; they sing praises to Your name.” Selah This picture of testifying before 

God and God alone, first of all, includes this picture of testifying before God as His 

enemies come submissively, cringing to Him. Beloved, Paul declares to us that 

ultimately, “every knee will bow and every tongue in heaven, on earth, and under 

the earth, will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” 

(Philippians 2: 9) Beloved, one day soon, I believe, every tongue will testify, but 

for many who submit to Jesus after the Lord returns, it will be everlastingly too 

late. Notice the ways we are to testify to God. Verse 1 tells us we are to bring the 

Lord glorious praise. So how do we do it? Six ways: 

The psalmist says, in v. 1—(1) Shout for joy to God, all the earth. The KJV says, 

“Make a joyful noise.” The Hebrew word is ruwa. It means “split the ears with 

sound, break into shouting, and cry out in triumph. Beloved, there are times when 

God does something when our first testimony ought to be a split the ears shout to 

Him. (2) Sing the glory of His name. This Hebrew word is zamar. This means 

sing with an accompaniment of strings on a musical instrument. There are times 

we testify by singing solos, singing in a cantata, singing duets, trios, quartets. (3) 

Give to Him glorious praise. The Hebrew word is suym. Suym means to assign to 

God glorious praise. The word for glorious is kabowd. This then means to assign 

to God splendor, majesty, honor, deepest reverence and respect, and recognize 

God’s importance, worth, and eternal significance. (4) Say to God, “How 

awesome are your deeds! Even Your enemies are cringing in submission before 

You. (5) Worship God. –All the earth, v. 4 worships You. The Hebrew word for 

worship is shawkhaw. Shawkhaw means to do obeisance, to fall down prostrate 

before the Lord, to bow down before the Lord. (6) Sing praises to You, to Your 

Name. This is zamar again, to sing to accompaniment, but here is the additional 

matter of singing to God, to His Name. The word for Name is shem. Shem, really 

pronounced shame, means to God’s highest reputation, to His renown, to His fame, 

and to His conspicuous honor and glory above all others. That’s 6 ways to testify. 

I can hear the words of an American contemporary vocal quartet, Avalon singing, 

“Testify To Love.” All the colors of the rainbow, All the voices of the wind, Every 

dream that reaches out That reaches out to find where love begins. Every word of 

every story Every star in every sky Every corner of creation Lives to testify. For as 

long as I shall live, I will testify to love, I'll be a witness in the silences, When 

words are not enough; With every breath I take,I will give thanks to God above, 

For as long as I shall live, I will testify to love. From the mountains to the valleys 

From the rivers to the sea, Every hand that reaches out, Every hand that reaches out 
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to offer peace. Every simple act of mercy, Every step to kingdom come, All the 

hope in every heart will Speak what love has done. Chorus: Repeat. Secondly, 

TESTIFY BEFORE GOD IN HIS SANCTUARY OF HIS DELIVERANCES. 

(II.) Jump ahead in our psalm to verses 8-15. “Bless our God, O peoples; let the 

sound of His praise be heard, who has kept our soul among the living, and has not 

let our feet slip. For You, O God, have tested us; You have tried us as silver is 

tried. You brought us into the net; You laid a crushing burden on our backs; You 

let men ride over our heads; we went through fire and through water; yet You have 

brought us out to a place of abundance. 
 
I will come into Your house with burnt 

offerings; I will perform my vows to You, that which my lips uttered and my 

mouth promised when I was in trouble. I will offer to you burnt offerings of 

fattened animals, with the smoke of the sacrifice of rams; I will make an offering 

of bulls and goats. Selah! Again—Think of it! Psalm 107: 2 sounds so similar, 

calling us to testify of our experience in walking with the Lord, testifying of what 

He has done for our soul. I read in Psalm 107: 2—“Let the redeemed of the Lord 

say so, whom He has redeemed from the hand of the enemy, or from trouble.”  

Think of it! What kinds of things should we testify of in the sanctuary of God’s 

house? How should we bless our God as His people; how should we let the sound 

of His praise be heard? (1) First, and this is epic, tell how He has kept our soul 

among the living and has not let our feet slip. (2) Tell how He has tested and tried 

us, bringing us into the net, laying crushing burdens on our backs, letting men ride 

over our heads. (3) Tell how God has gone with us through the fire and the flood 

and has brought us out to a place of abundance. (4) Tell before God how we have 

come into His sanctuary to perform our vows which we have promised when we 

were in trouble and to offer our sacrifice of praise. Maybe verse 13 is why 

President Abraham Lincoln said, “We must not promise what we ought not, lest we 

be called on to perform what we cannot.” After all, a promise is only as good as the 

one making it, and as Jesus told the rich young ruler, no one is truly good but God. 

Therefore, all our vows to God must be Spirit-led and directed, and can only be 

performed by His enabling power. Thirdly, 

TESTIFY BY CALLING OTHERS TO COME AND SEE WHAT GOD HAS 

DONE FOR YOU, AND TELL IT AGAIN AND AGAIN. (III.) Notice verses 5-

7. “Come and see what God has done: He is awesome in His deeds toward the 

children of man. 
 
He turned the sea into dry land; they passed through the river on 

foot. There did we rejoice in Him, Who rules by His might forever, Whose eyes 

keep watch on the nations—let not the rebellious exalt themselves. Selah! In verses 

1-4, the awesome works of God are the focus, but there they are mentioned to call 

forth our praise and worship. Now the focus on God’s mighty works in verses 5-7 
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is for the purpose of rejoicing and exulting in God’s deliverances. Beloved, never 

apologize for repeating the experiences of God’s people in the Bible. Never, never, 

never! Rejoice in telling them again and again. Never apologize for retelling your 

own experiences with the Lord. It is not a sign of senility but a sign of 

unforgettable devotion to God so that you cannot quit telling what God has done. 

The apostle Paul wrote in Philippians 3: 1, “Finally, my brothers, rejoice in the 

Lord. To write the same things to you is no trouble to me and is safe for you.” 

Beloved, strategically repeat yourself and repeat the Word of God and your 

experience of living it out. Paul wrote in Romans 15: 14-16,“I myself am satisfied 

about you, my brothers, that you yourselves are full of goodness, filled with all 

knowledge and able to instruct one another. But on some points, I have written by 

way of reminder, because of the grace given me by God to be a minister of Christ 

Jesus to the Gentiles…” Peter did the same thing. II Peter 1: 12 is clear—

“Therefore, I intend always to remind you of these qualities, though you know 

them and are established in the truth that you have, I think it right, as long as I am 

in this body, to stir you up by way of reminder…so that after my departure, you 

may be able at any time to recall these things.” 

So what is the psalmist recalling? He is retelling and recalling the experience of the 

children of Israel in crossing the Red Sea onto dry ground. Every little Jewish child 

knew the story, but neither Jews nor Christians can ever refrain from retelling that 

experience the people of God had of drying up the Red Sea into a dry ground path, 

and then from the dammed up waters, to bring them rushing back to drown 

Pharoah and his army of charioteers. The psalmist said, “There did we rejoice in 

Him, who rules by His might forever, whose eyes keep watch on the nations—let 

not the rebellious, like Pharoah, exalt themselves. Selah. Oh, beloved, each of us 

have some unforgettable Red Sea experiences of our own. Never tire of repeating 

yourself to testify of what God has done for you. It is not senility, or foolishness or 

forgetfulness in repeating. It is rather testifying of what God has done. I love 

hearing Pastor Larry’s stories of what God did in his life when he was saved before 

going to college and some of what happened in college. Tell it again, Pastor Larry. 

And as we come to Christmas, tell the story over and over of the virgin birth, of 

Bethlehem, of the shepherds, the wise men, Joseph and baby Jesus.  

In 1876, Mary B. Slade wrote one of my favorite old hymns—“Tell It Again.” Into 

the tent where a gypsy boy lay, Dying alone at the close of the day, News of 

salvation we carried; said he: “Nobody ever has told it to me!” (Chorus) Tell it 

again! Tell it again! Salvation’s story repeat o’er and o’er. Till none can say of the 

children of men, “Nobody ever has told me before.” (2) “Did He so love me, a 

poor little boy? Send unto me the good tidings of joy? Need I not perish? My hand 

will He hold? Nobody ever the story has told!” (Chorus) (3) Bending we caught 
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the last words of his breath, Just as he entered the valley of death: “God sent His 

Son! ‘Whosoever,’ said He: Then I am sure that He sent Him for me!” (Chorus) (4) 

Smiling he said, as his last sigh he spent, “I am so glad that for me He was sent!” 

Whispered, while low sunk the sun in the west, “Lord, I believe, tell it now to the 

rest!” (Chorus) Fourthly, and lastly,  

TESTIFY BY CALLING OTHERS WHO FEAR GOD, TO COME AND 

HEAR WHAT GOD HAS DONE FOR YOUR SOUL. (IV.) Turn to Psalm 66: 

16-20. “Come and hear, all you who fear God, and I will tell what He has done for 

my soul. I cried to Him with my mouth, and high praise was on my tongue. 
 
If I 

had cherished iniquity in my heart, the Lord would not have listened. But truly 

God has listened; He has attended to the voice of my prayer. Blessed be God, 

because He has not rejected my prayer or removed His steadfast love from me!” 

Come and see what God has done is one testimony. Come and hear what God has 

done for my soul is another testimony. These kind of testimonies touch the heart of 

the testifier and those who hear them. As I was preparing this message on 

Wednesday, who should come in to clean my office but the man we all prayed for 

last Sunday, Sean Lane Davis, named after his father who died, Lane Davis. We 

talked for quite a little while about being born again, and Sean said, “I don’t know 

why it’s taken me this long to be born again.” On Wednesday afternoon, Sean with 

misty eyes, gave his heart and life to Jesus. Today I testify to you of the grace of 

God and what He has done for my soul in bringing Sean Lane Davis to Himself. 

God answered our prayers from last week. If would have cherished iniquity in our 

hearts, the Lord would not have listened to us. (v. 18) But truly God did listen to 

us, v. 19 and attended to the voice of our prayer. Blessed be God for not rejecting 

our prayer, or removing His steadfast love, v. 20. Sean said to me after we knelt 

and he received Jesus, “This is the Butterfly Effect. I just came in to take out your 

trash, and my whole future is changed forever. Taking time for me today is more 

appreciated than you could ever know.” Beloved, the doctrine of justification by 

grace through faith alone—God plans to flesh out in our individual lives and in our 

experience so we will testify of His grace. With Mary, the mother of our Lord, in 

Luke 1: 46, 47, I testify to you, “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit 

rejoices in God, my Savior.” 


