
Sermon Notes:  Exodus 1:8–22;Heb. 11:23                
“Sanctity of Human Life Sunday” 

 
During the early formation of God’s people they experienced the pressure of being caught in the age-long conflict of 
church vs. state.  That spiritual conflict was embodied in the confrontation between Moses and Pharaoh. But a large 
part of the background of that story involves the manner by which the LORD determined that Moses would arrive on 
the stage of history. 

 
The Child Belongs         The Child Belongs 
     to the State                   to God 
 
Then the grown child,     “Children are the heritage 
the adult, will also belong     of the LORD, the fruit of the 
to the state      womb is His reward” 
           (Psa 127: 3). 
and the “King” will assume 
responsibility to provide     And what was the LORD seeking? 
education, medication,     Godly offspring. (Mal. 2:15) 
employment, and “death 
with dignity.” 
       “Let My people go!” 
Thus we can see how the 
moral issue of right to life is 
foundational to the entire statist    The LORD God formed the man 
system.  “This matter must  of dust from the ground and  
be legislated.” breathed into his nostrils the breath of life and the 

man became a living soul. (Gen. 2:7) 
This account should convince us    
that there is a proper time for the 
Christian church to exercise civil  
disobedience within the bounds  
of God’s prescriptive law. 

 
 
Note in the account of Exodus 1 and 2 the civil disobedience of (1) the Israelite midwives, (2) the parents of Moses, 
and (3) Moses himself.  “We must obey God rather than men.”  Did the midwives sin by refusing to kill the boy 
infants; by ‘lying’ to Pharaoh?  (“We are obligated to give the truth to whom the truth is due.”)  Did Moses’ parents 
sin by protecting their son from death by exposure?  God provides additional comment on this episode in Acts 7:17-
21 and Hebrews 11:23. 
 
The testimony of the faith of the midwives was commended by God in that (1)  their names were recorded 
eternally because of their noble action; (2) He “dealt well” with them (to make glad, rejoice, to do good to, deal well 
with, to make a thing good or right or beautiful); (3) He rewarded them with children.  
 
God, the Creator and Giver of Life, will reward those who defend the sanctity of human life.  He will 
severely judge those who murder persons created in His own image.  We can ally ourselves with the 
destruction of human life either by active violence or by passive silence. 
 
Yet, there is a Savior Who will consent to act as a Mediator between God and man.  The requirements for His 
merciful intercession are repentance and faith. 
 
 


