
Luke 8:26-39 Who is Jesus? Lord over Demons 

Jesus is Lord over demons, who delivers people from the destructive powers of evil. 

1) Demons exercise the soul destroying power of evil. 
a) The condition of the man (vv. 27, 29) 

i) naked—shame  
ii) homeless/living among the tombs—uncleanness and death 
iii) bound with chains and shackles—danger to others 
iv) driven into the desert—anti-social 

b) The response of the man/demons to Jesus (v. 28) 
i) “What have You to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God?”—he knows Jesus’ 

identity due to the supernatural insight of the demons, but does not want anything to do 
with Jesus 

ii) “I beg You, do not torment me.”—Those who are in their right minds recognize Jesus as a 
healer, but the demons have this man fearful of Jesus because they know God is a 
consuming fire against evil. 

c) The destruction of the pigs (vv. 32-33) 
i) “a large herd of pigs”—evidences extent of demonic power 
ii) “Then the demons came out of the man and entered the pigs, and the herd rushed down 

the steep bank into the lake and were drowned.”—demonstrates deadly influence of the 
demons 

2) Jesus possesses soul-healing power over evil. 
a) The subjection of the demons (vv. 28, 30, 31) 

i) People could not control or contain him (v. 29)—contrasted with Jesus command of him 
with only His word 

ii) “He cried out” 
iii) “He fell down before Him and said with a loud voice.” 
iv) “What is your name?” 
v) “I beg you . . .”  “and they begged Him” 

b) The new condition of the man (vv. 35-36) 
i) sitting at the feet of Jesus 
ii) clothed 
iii) in his right mind 
iv) healed 

c) The man’s new desire to be with Jesus (v. 38) 
3) Humanity is sufficiently evil to be its own devil (Martin Luther). 

a) The fear of the Gerasenes (v. 37b) 
b) The Gerasenes’ rejection of Jesus (v. 37a) 
c) Need Jesus to rescue us from the evil of our own hearts 

 


