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“BORN TO REIGN AS LORD” 

COLOSSIANS 2:6-10 
Ongoing Series “Connecting Bethlehem and Calvary” 

 
Acts 2:23 (NASB) “this Man, delivered over by the predetermined plan and foreknowledge of God, you nailed to a cross by 
the hands of godless men and put Him to death.” 
 
Luke 2:11 (NKJV) “For there is born to you this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.” 
 
Acts 2:36 (NKJV) “Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly that God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, 
both Lord and Christ." 
 
I.       The Declaration of Christ as Lord (v. 6a) 
 

Romans 10:9-10 (ESV) “9 because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God 
raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one 
confesses and is saved.” 
 
“If the convert declares that he knows the Lord’s will but doesn’t mean to attend to it, it is your duty to assure him that he is 
not saved. Don’t imagine that the Gospel is magnified, or God glorified, by going to worldlings and telling them that they 
may be saved at this moment simply by accepting Christ as their Savior, while they are wedded to their idols with their 
hearts, and their hearts are still in love with sin. If I do, I tell them a lie, I pervert the gospel, I insult Christ, I turn the grace 
of God into lasciviousness [sensuality or lewdness].”                                                                               —Charles Spurgeon 

 
II.      The Response to Christ the Lord (v. 6b) 
 
III.     The Results of Receiving Christ as Lord (vv. 6c-7) 
 

1 John 2:6 (NKJV) “He who says he abides in Him ought himself also to walk just as He walked.” 
 
A. We Are Rooted in Him (v. 7a) 

 
B. We Are Built Up in Him (v. 7b) 
 

Acts 20:32 (NKJV) “…His grace, which is able to build you up…”   
 

C. We Are Established in the Faith (v. 7c) 
 
D. We Are Abounding With Thanksgiving (v. 7d) 

 
IV.      The Substitution for Christ as Lord (v. 8) 
  

James 3:15 (NKJV) “This wisdom does not descend from above, but is earthly, sensual, demonic.” 
 
Romans 8:28 (NASB) “And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those 
who are called according to His purpose.” 
 
James 3:17 (NASB) “But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, reasonable, full of mercy and good 
fruits, unwavering, without hypocrisy.” 

 
V.       The Fullness of Christ the Lord (v. 9) 
 

VI. The Completeness of Christ the Lord (v. 10) 
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   For Christians, Christmas should major not on Christ’s infancy as much as it majors on His deity. In 

other words, the infant born in a manger was and is the infinite God become flesh. This is the fourth 

Christmas that we have focused the messages on seeing His birth in context. The baby was God in flesh 

who was born to die. His death on the cross about 33 years later was not an accident; it was an 

appointment. His death was not a fluke of history; it was ordained by the foreknowledge of God. Acts 

2:23 (NASB) “this Man, delivered over by the predetermined plan and foreknowledge of God, you 

nailed to a cross by the hands of godless men and put Him to death.” Jesus’ birth was important because 

of what was accomplished on Calvary. We must be intentional – even fanatical to connect Bethlehem and 

Calvary (His birth and His atoning death on the cross). In this message, I want us to focus on the fact that 

Jesus Christ was and is Lord. The baby lived, died, and rose from the grave as Lord. When the angel 

announced the birth of Christ to the shepherds, he said in Luke 2:11 (NKJV) “For there is born to you 

this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.” The truth of the Lordship of Christ 

separates the crowds at Christmas. Many will go to a Christmas gathering or a special church service and 

focus on the baby and the fact that there was no room for Him in the inn and that the poor baby was born 

and placed in the feeding trough for the animals. A little tear may trickle down that person’s cheek as they 

think of the poor little baby. However one week later at a New Year’s Eve party they will get falling 

down drunk and use Jesus Christ’s name in a curse or in a flippant way as an exclamation. The world as a 

whole has no concept of Jesus as Lord. The emphasis of Scripture is not on Jesus the infant; it is on Jesus 

the Lord!  

   Let’s focus for a moment on the Lordship of Jesus Christ. Sometimes we preachers and some Bible 

teachers use confusing terminology. We say, “You need to make Jesus Lord”. I know what people mean 

when they say that (I’m sure if you went back through old recordings of my messages that you would find 

that I’ve said it). However, technically you cannot make Jesus something that He already is. He is Lord! 

The Father is the one who has already declared Him lord. Acts 2:36 (NKJV) "Therefore let all the house 

of Israel know assuredly that God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ." Our 

response is either to surrender to His lordship or rebel against it. There really is no middle ground. His 

lordship includes all of life! He is Lord over your work (even if you call it your “secular job”); He is Lord 

over your recreation; He is Lord over your thought life; He is Lord over the movies you see and the TV 

you watch; He is Lord over your time use; He is Lord over the money and possessions you control; He is 

Lord over every human relationship you have; He is Lord of all!  

   This morning I want to focus on a passage that is not often thought of as a “Christmas passage”, but I 

want use Colossians 2:6-10 to connect Bethlehem and Calvary as we look at the truth that Jesus Christ 

was born to reign as Lord. 

 

I.       The Declaration of Christ as Lord (V6a) 

   Exactly what does the Scripture mean when it presents Jesus Christ as Lord? “Lord” can refer to the fact 

that He is deity (God), and in certain contexts, it does. The prominent use of Lord in the New Testament 

means the one who has the right to rule. It is the Greek word, “Kurios” and it also means master, owner, 

or possessor. By right of creation, Jesus is the Lord of all. But in a special unique way, those who are 

redeemed by Christ – purchased out of the slave market of sin – are His special possessions and He is our 

Lord who not only created us, but also redeemed us. No one can become a Christian who refuses Christ as 

His Lord (either denying His deity or refusing to allow Him to be ruler, owner, possessor, and master). Of 

course none of us understood all that meant when we came to Christ, but there cannot be a denial of it. 

One of the first marks of a person who has been made a new creation in Christ is that he recognizes that 

he is under new management. There is no such thing in Scripture as someone consciously deciding to 



receive Jesus as His Savior, but not his Lord. The experience of many Christians is that some time after 

they come to Christ there is a deeper understanding of what it means to surrender to the Lordship of 

Christ and there is a deeper experience of totally surrendering to His Lordship. But you didn’t make Him 

Lord; you just repented of rebellion against His Lordship and surrendered anew to His right to rule. All 

too often in our attempts at evangelism we either ignore or minimize the lordship of Christ. We emphasize 

the forgiveness He offers and we emphasize the eternal life He gives us and then have them quote a 

prayer asking Him to come into their lives. That is horrible and the result is that we have large numbers of 

people who are deceived into thinking they are Christians because they said the magic prayer. Listen to 

Romans 10:9-10 (ESV) “
9 

because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your 

heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 
10 

For with the heart one believes and is 

justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved.” That personal and sincere confession that Jesus 

is Lord seals and evidences our salvation. The great Pastor of London, Charles Spurgeon said it well: “If 

the convert declares that he knows the Lord’s will but doesn’t mean to attend to it, it is your duty to assure 

him that he is not saved. Don’t imagine that the Gospel is magnified, or God glorified, by going to 

worldlings and telling them that they may be saved at this moment simply by accepting Christ as their 

Savior, while they are wedded to their idols with their hearts, and their hearts are still in love with sin. If I 

do, I tell them a lie, I pervert the gospel, I insult Christ, I turn the grace of God into lasciviousness 

[sensuality or lewdness].” [Quoted in Adrian Rogers, “The Incredible Power of Kingdom Authority”, P 

49-50]. The Bible in no uncertain terms declares that Jesus is Lord. In fact, 747 times in the New 

Testament we are told that He is Lord. You are either surrendered to His Lordship or in rebellion against 

His Lordship. If you are in rebellion, you are either not God’s child or you are His child and are under His 

discipline for your rebellion. That may sound like a simplification, but I believe with all of my being that 

it is the gospel truth. We must not communicate salvation as being like a cafeteria line: “I think I’ll have a 

large helping of that Saviorhood, but no thanks on the lordship – maybe later.” When you see Him truly 

as Lord, you realize that Christ does not exist to make much of us; we exist to make much of Him because 

He is Lord! The two words “No, Lord” when used together is a contradiction of terms.  

 

II.      The Response to Christ the Lord (V6b) 

   When we are confronted with the Lordship of Jesus we must respond. It is one thing to say that Jesus 

Christ is the Lord, but it is something else altogether to say, “Jesus Christ is my Lord”. The key is that 

word “received”. It is in the aorist tense meaning that it is something that happens at a point in time. The 

word “received” means to take in, or to join to one’s self. It was used of marriage when one took his 

betrothed to his home. Thayer’s Greek Lexicon says this about the Greek word translated “receive”: “to 

accept or acknowledge one to be such as he professes to be; not to reject, not to withhold obedience”. It is 

so much more than mental assent to certain facts. In a marriage, there must be that point in time when you 

say, “I do”; even so there is a personalization of the Lordship of Christ when we say “I do”. It involves an 

intellectual agreement as to “who” He is, but it also involves a commitment of our lives and eternity into 

His hands entrusting ourselves to Him and His provision for our sin and our saying, “I do” to His 

Lordship. You may not be able to pinpoint the exact time, but that’s why the Bible gives us all sorts of 

evidence to look for in our lives that there has been that time of receiving Him. 

 

III.     The Results of Receiving Christ as Lord (V6c-7) 

  While the word “received” is an aorist tense (point in time action), the word “walk” is a present tense 

signifying continuing action. The word “as” in that first phrase of verse 6 means “in the same manner”. In 

the same manner that we received Him, even so we are to continue to walk (daily pattern of life) in Him. 

How does one receive Christ? We receive Him by repentance and faith. In repentance we turn away from 

sin (rebelling against His lordship) and put our faith (trust and reliance) in Christ and His finished work 

on Calvary’s cross that He was born to accomplish. We receive Him when we let go of every other hope 

of salvation and look only to Christ. How do we walk daily in him? We walk by repenting of each 

incident of going against His Lordship (sin) and by ongoing faith in Him which is depending moment by 



moment on Him to empower us through His indwelling Spirit to walk in loving union with Him and in 

obedience to Him. That walk is best described in 1 John 2:6 (NKJV) “He who says he abides in Him 

ought himself also to walk just as He walked.” 

   Notice the particulars of that “walk in Him”. There are four participles that describe how we walk and 

how we progress or mature in Him.  

A.   We Are Rooted in Him (V7a) 

   The word “rooted” is a tense (perfect passive) that refers to something that happened to us in the past 

that has results continuing into the future. It is referring to our conversion. At salvation, we are rooted in 

Him. In Christ we are like a tree with deep roots that can stand any storm. We are “in Him”, and nothing 

can uproot us!  

B.   We Are Built Up in Him (V7b) 

   “Built up” is a present tense. It means that we are continually being built up. Acts 20:32 speaks of His 

grace, “which is able to build you up”. If you are not maturing and being built up, something is 

desperately wrong. If you are no further along in your walk with the Lord than you were five years ago, 

there is cause for severe alarm. There is even reason to examine yourself to see if you have ever been 

rooted in Him.  

C.   We Are Established in the Faith (V7c) 

   That word “established” means to make firm, reliable, or to be settled. It is someone who has grown and 

has seen the reality of the Lord in their life and their confidence in the Lord cannot be shaken. Because 

you are rooted in Him and built up in Him, the wind of adversity and persecution, and false teaching 

cannot shake you. You are established in the faith. 

D.   We Are Abounding with Thanksgiving (V7d) 

   That literally says “overflowing with gratitude”. The more we progress in our walk with Christ, the 

more our lives overflow with gratitude. I believe that the number one indicator of spiritual maturity is a 

heart filled with overflowing gratitude to God for His mercy and grace! 

 

IV.     The Substitution for Christ as Lord (V8) 

   There is a danger that can cheat us of all that we have in Christ. That word translated “cheat” is 

translated “takes you captive” in most other translations. It is used of someone who is kidnapped and 

taken captive. If one has truly been rooted in Christ, this danger cannot ultimately prevail, but it can cheat 

you of spiritual growth and the joy that is in a growing maturing walk with Christ. What is this danger? It 

is human based philosophy. The word “philosophy” means a lover of wisdom. The wisdom he is 

speaking of that takes us captive and cheats us out of our spiritual maturity and victory and joy is the 

wisdom of this world. James describes it in James 3:15 (NKJV) “This wisdom does not descend from 

above, but is earthly, sensual, demonic.” The philosophy that is referred to here in Colossians 2:8 is man’s 

attempt to explain the universe apart from God’s revealed truth. It is man’s attempt to answer questions 

like, “Where did I come from?” “Why am I here” “Where am I headed” “How do I make sense of what I 

am experiencing?” It is so pitiful to watch natural man who has rejected Christ the Lord and the revelation 

of Scripture try to make sense of the universe and answer the basic questions of our existence. The best 

the philosopher can do with the question of “where did I come from” is evolution. Evolution is not 

science; it is science fiction. There are various answers that philosophers have come up with to answer 

“why are we here”, but they are all empty. Most have come to the conclusion that there is no main 

glorious reason that we are here. All we have is just to live for the moment. Because of that philosophy, 

people succumb to sensual pleasures and materialism and find it all meaningless. In answer to the 

question of how we make sense of what we are experiencing is to say that there is no sense to it; we are 

simply subject to chance happenings. As to where we are headed, philosophy has no answers. There is 

some conjecture, but they come to the conclusion that no one can really know. I’m getting depressed just 

talking about it! I love J. Vernon McGee’s description of human philosophy. He said it is like a blind man 

looking in a dark room for a black cat…that isn’t there. Paul describes this philosophy as “empty deceit”. 

It sounds good and strokes human pride and magnifies human intellect, but it is empty and deceitful 



because it leads to hopelessness. He also calls it “the basic principles of the world”. That is hard to 

translate. It refers to the letters of the alphabet. It would be like us saying that this is “ABC” stuff. To 

abandon Biblical revelation for worldly philosophy is like graduating from college and then enrolling as a 

student in Kindergarten. Think about it; God has given us the answers and they fit all the facts. “How did 

we get here?” God created all that is for His glory. “Why are we here?” we exist to glorify God by 

enjoying Him forever! “How do we explain out circumstances?” God is sovereign over all and even in the 

painful circumstances we know that He has allowed them for our ultimate good and His eternal glory. 

Romans 8:28 (NASB) “And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who 

love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.” “Where are we headed?” We who are in 

Christ are headed for an eternity of bliss and glory and fulfillment as we continue to glorify Him without 

hindrance in heaven for all eternity. Why would we allow ourselves to be cheated from the joy of God’s 

revealed truth by the empty deceit of man’s philosophy? Every believer ought to be a true philosopher – a 

lover of wisdom. The source of true wisdom is God and His revelation. This wisdom is described in 

James 3:17 (NASB) “But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, reasonable, full of 

mercy and good fruits, unwavering, without hypocrisy.”  

 

V.       The Fullness of Christ the Lord (V9) 

   This is one of the most important verses in the Bible! I have found that today, it is not enough to know 

that someone says that they believe in Jesus. We have to ask “which Jesus?” The humanitarian Albert 

Schweitzer believed in a Jesus that was essentially insane. The theologian Rudolph Bultmann believed in 

a mythological Jesus. The German philosopher Immanuel Kant believed in a human Jesus. Most of the 

cults believe in a created Jesus. Verse 9 presents the true Jesus Christ the Lord. He is “the fullness of the 

Godhead bodily”. That means that nothing (no attribute) is lacking. He is God in the fullest possible 

sense, and at Christmas we celebrate when God the Son became flesh and was born in Bethlehem.  

 

VI.      The Completeness of Christ the Lord (V10) 

   The principality and power can refer to human rulers but mostly to angelic beings (good and fallen 

angels). The fact that He is “head” means that He is in authority over them. Here is the main thing I want 

you to get from this verse – if you are in Christ, you are complete in Him. “Complete” is from the same 

root as the word “fullness” in verse 9. Christ is the fullness of God and we are in Christ. We are complete 

in Him. If that ever really sinks in on us, we will never cease praising Him! I feel sorry for those seeking a 

“second blessing”. We got all we need in the first blessing! Our focus is to discover and appropriate what 

we received in the first blessing which is Christ Himself. At salvation, we are baptized into Christ who is 

the fullness of the Godhead bodily. In Him we have become a partaker of the divine nature (2 Peter 1:4) 

and we are complete. In Christ we are now spiritually, mentally, and morally complete. Hallelujah! 

CONCLUSION 

   The birth we celebrate is the birth of Jesus Christ the Lord! Have you received the Lord Jesus 

Christ? You will fulfill your purpose for existence only in receiving this one who is Lord and yielding 

to His lordship. In Him and only in Him are you complete. 


