
1 
 

CALMING THE STORM 

Introduction 

Common question – ‘Why do bad things happen to good people?’ The answer Job got was 
practical, not theoretical. The writer of Psalm 44 had the same problem. The New Testament 
says, ‘Judge nothing before the time.’  

But for some people it is a pressing question because they are suffering in a way that puzzles 
them. This incident may help. 

The disciples’ situation 

People say that the safest place is in the centre of God’s will. That is where the disciples were – 
following Jesus’ instruction.  

They were not alone – other ships were with them. They did not have to wonder if they had 
made a mistake.  

Jesus was with them. They were with him. They were not distracted as we are often distracted 
from serving him. They had not gone some other way but were keeping close to him.  

And yet the storm came and they were in mortal danger. 

It was not what they had expected. When we are following Christ with a good conscience we 
have certain expectations. It is reasonable to expect that our service will be successful. It is 
reasonable to expect we will be kept safe. Tt is reasonable to expect he will respond to our 
prayers. But their life was in danger and Jesus was asleep. 

True to life 

This will resonate with many people.  

A Christian parent brings up the family in the fear of God, yet the young ones rebel. 

A Christian treats the spouse wisely and lovingly yet they are betrayed or neglected.  

A person may serve their employer diligently in the fear of Christ yet find themselves bullied.  

A church may serve Christ prayerfully and diligently yet become exhausted with overwork and a 
lack of success. Has he not said, ‘I will build my church …’ – why then does the enemy succeed? 

A Christian may remain faithful to Christ throughout life yet be killed for the faith. 

All these things remind us of Jesus who said on the cross ‘My God, my God, why have you 
forsaken me?’  

It demands an answer. Job’s friends knew that; they concluded Job had a terrible secret sin. The 
disciples wondered if Jesus had stopped caring. Perhaps he had enough of this world and 
wanted to return to heaven? Perhaps he was so important it would not matter to him if they 
perished. These are absurd suppositions, but that is how the human mind works.  

It is the same with us as with the disciples. When God does not relieve our distress we wonder. 
Is he unfeeling? Is this all due to his sovereignty? Has he abandoned our society in his wrath? 
Does he leave one part of the world when he chooses to work in another? Is there some sin in 
me that I am not aware of that has grieved him away?  

Panic and peace 
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It is a picture of panic followed by peace. When life becomes unpredictable and our certainties 
disappear then we are capable of making any mistake. In such a situation Satan can easily take 
advantage –beware! 

Notice what they did not do – they did not give up. Some people are naturally despondent and 
ready to give up. That is also the reaction of the ungodly who have no hope – Judas and King 
Saul are the classic examples. The disciples were not like that. And we should not be quick to 
criticise people who are easily alarmed – they may just have more foresight than we do. 

They woke Jesus. In the middle of woeful unbelief this shines as a medal of faith. There were 
mistaken in what they said to Christ; but they still had enough faith in him to enlist his help. And 
yet their faith was so weak it merited his rebuke.  

His immediate response was not to correct them – that could wait – it was to command the 
storm to be still. ‘And there was a great calm.’  

That miracle frightened them, but in a different way. The storm led to panic; the miracle led to 
awe at Jesus’ divine power. Is that not a common experience? The discovery of your sin and lost-
ness led to panic; the discovery of God’s grace led to awed worship – as Thomas exclaimed, ‘My 
Lord and my God’.  

Where is your faith? 

With the danger past Jesus addressed the disciples. ‘Why are you so fearful? How is it that you 
have no faith?’  

He meant that although they had faith they were not exercising it in the appropriate way at that 
moment. We may have faith in Christ but not always act as if we did. 

From their point of view fear was reasonable. From Jesus’ point of view their fear was 
unreasonable. They should have thought about who he was and what he was doing.  

If they were going to perish he must perish with them. How could they believe such a thing? He 
was the promised Messiah – he had all the promises of God to give him confidence that is 
mission would succeed. Even the grave could not hold him – how then could a storm on the lake 
destroy him?  

The purpose of his coming into the world was to save sinners. His hour had not yet come and his 
saving work was not complete; it was impossible that he would perish before completing his 
work; and impossible that he would allow any of those he came to save perish! (‘No man shall 
pluck them out of my hand’ John 10:28).  

God has given promises. Christ will build his church. God will fulfil our just desires (Psalm 
145:19). Those who hunger and thirst for righteousness will be satisfied (Matthew 5:6). He will 
save all who believe in him (Acts 16:30-31). Christ will return to judge the world (Matthew 
25:31-48).  

Christ’s work cannot be hindered. His purpose is never frustrated. He cannot deny himself. 
Therefore we are indeed safe in his will. Failure should not be expected. If the storms of life 
could not destroy him in the days of his flesh they certainly cannot destroy him now that he is in 
glory – and that is where his people are – ‘in heavenly places in Christ Jesus’ – the place of safety 
and victory.  

Greater victories to come 

The calming of the storm was only a prelude to what would follow. ‘You will see greater things 
than these.’ 
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The next thing that happened was that demon possessed men met them when they 
disembarked. No one could tame them. But Jesus commanded the Legion to depart and the 
demoniac was perfectly healed.  

When God gives us remarkable answers to prayer we should not rest content – we should 
expect more, pray more, and work more. When churches are weak we should pray for workers, 
provision, and the Spirit to work. When numbers decline we should pray for conversions. When 
falsehood takes over we should pray for the Spirit of Truth to work. When we face opposition for 
Christ’s sake we should remember the prophets and righteous people who experienced the 
same things. When our work has not succeeded we should ask for the Spirit to work alongside 
even if he does not work through us. 

 

With Christ in the vessel 
We can smile at the storm 
Smile at the storm } 2X 
 
** With Christ in the vessel 
We can smile at the storm 
As we go sailing home 
 
Sailing, sailing home } 2X 
Back to ** 


