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Introduction  

1. “Let us . . . go on to maturity. . . . And this we will do if God permits [wills by enabling]” 

(vv. 1, 3). 

a. God has guaranteed enduring grace for all His saints, bringing their salvation to completion 

(Phil. 1:6).   

b. The question as to whether a true believer can ever apostatize is clearly answered—“we 

will go on to maturity.”  

c. Although the warning is ominous, the writer ends with “in your case, beloved, we feel sure 

of better things” (v. 9). 

2. Nevertheless, the truth stated in verses 4–8 warn every professed believer that it is 

impossible to renew repentance for those who would fall away from Christ.  

a. He will never again be crucified for the salvation of His people, being put to open shame 

for them. 

b. In fact, those who would fall away from their profession prove that they are just what they 

actually are—weedy desert soil, cursed of God and fit only for the burning of judgment (v. 

8). 

3. Salvation is all of grace (Eph. 2:8–10).  

a. Grace is the enablement of God to overcome one’s sinful flesh and to pursue holiness and 

godliness. 

b. We must be careful to avoid the false grace that is often preached today—a grace that 

accepts sinful behavior and tolerates disobedience and worldly lifestyles because Jesus 

covers for them in His love and mercy. 

4. Five stages or levels of grace (Michael Lake).  

a. Saving grace initiates us into salvation (Eph. 2:5, 8; 2 Tim. 1:9). Grace is a sovereign gift 

of new life from God. 

b. Sanctifying grace enables us to overcome the flesh through the power of the Spirit (Rom. 

8:6–13). 

c. Transforming grace enables us to remove the strong-holds in our lives by the Word and 

the Spirit (2 Cor. 10:3–6; Rom. 12:2). 

d. Empowering grace equips us for service (Psa. 110:3; Isa. 40:29; Micah 3:8; Acts 1:8; 2 

Thess. 1:11).  

e. Enduring grace enables us to overcome every obstacle and persevere to the end (James 

1:25; Matt. 24:13; Rom. 5:3, 4; 2 Tim. 2:12; Heb. 10:36; Rev. 14:12). 

Any teaching of grace that encourages one to live as he pleases is a doctrine of demons (1 

Tim. 4:1). Confidence in reaching the end of salvation rests not on one’s ability to endure 

but on the faithfulness of the God who promised.   

I. Evidence  

1. Paul is confident that his warning does not apply to his primary readers (6:9–12).  



a. The evidence for this confidence: “your work and the love that you have shown for his 

name in serving the saints” (v. 9).  

1) Their work and love was for the name (glory) of Jesus Christ. 

2) Their work and love was for the benefit of the saints. 

b. This evidence was a continuing fact that, in spite of their current issues, continued although 

possibly somewhat diminished (v. 10; 13:1).  

2. Paul desired that each of them would be earnest in his work and love to the end—the 

perfection solicited in 6:1. 

a. Such activity would lead to the full measure for them (v. 11). 

b. The hope generated by their diligence would also support them in their trials, preventing the 

sluggish spirit that made them “dull of hearing” (v. 12; 5:11).  

II. Heirs of Promise  

1. They were also to imitate those who through faith and patience (constancy producing 

endurance) led others to inherit the promises—i.e. Abraham (vv. 13–20). 

a. Notice that Abraham’s inheritance did not rest on his ability but on the grace of the God 

who promised, swearing by Himself (vv. 13, 14). 

b. It was on the basis of the promise that Abraham persevered in spite of many difficulties (v. 

15). 

2. How was Abraham able to endure (v. 15; Gen. 17:1)?  

a. Yahweh established His promise to Abraham in a unilateral covenantal oath by which God 

swore and bound Himself (vv. 16, 17; Gen. 17:7, 8). 

b. The basis of Yahweh’s oath was the name, El Shaddai—“the One who supplies 

abundantly.” 

c. In that name, He required that Abraham “walk” before Him and be Holy (without blemish); 

yet, in the name, God presumes upon His own grace to make Abraham worthy of the 

promise.  

III. Anchor of the Soul  

1. Paul applied this great truth to the NT saints (v. 17).  

a. The promise is established by an oath (v. 16).  

b. Thus, God’s own character is put on the line (v. 17). 

c. God’s character is such that it is impossible for Him to lie, thus guaranteeing the promise of 

full redemption on two immutable (unchangeable) things: His promise and His oath. 

2. The application (vv. 18–20)  

a. Those who have fled for refuge to Jesus have strong encouragement (powerful 

parakalesis—one who comes along side to help) to hold fast to their hope and persevere in it 

(v. 18; Gal. 3:26–29). 

b. This great confidence provides an anchor for the soul (v. 19).  

3. This promise cannot be understood apart from the priestly ministry of Jesus (vv. 10, 20; 

7:18–20). How strong is your confidence that God will bring you safely through to final 

confirmation of salvation? 


