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Hope in the Worst of Times

Psa 130:3  If thou, LORD, shouldest mark iniquities, O Lord, who shall stand? 
Psa 130:7  Let Israel hope in the LORD: for with the LORD there is mercy, 

and with him is plenteous redemption. 
Psa 130:8  And he shall redeem Israel from all his iniquities. 

1) The beginning of compromise

A) God’s command to Israel
Deu 20:16  But of the cities of these people, which the LORD thy God doth give thee for an inheritance, thou shalt save alive

nothing that breatheth: 
Deu 20:17  But thou shalt utterly destroy them; namely, the Hittites, and the Amorites, the Canaanites, and the Perizzites, the

Hivites, and the Jebusites; as the LORD thy God hath commanded thee: 
Deu 20:18  That they teach you not to do after all their abominations, which they have done unto their gods; so should ye sin

against the LORD your God. 

B) Israel’s sin in not following God
Jdg 1:21  And the children of Benjamin did not drive out the Jebusites... 

Jdg 1:27  Neither did Manasseh drive out the inhabitants…but the Canaanites would dwell in that land. 



Jdg 1:28  And it came to pass, when Israel was strong, that they put the Canaanites to tribute, and did not utterly drive them
out. 

Jdg 1:29  Neither did Ephraim drive out the Canaanites... 

Jdg 1:30  Neither did Zebulun drive out the inhabitants...but the Canaanites dwelt among them, and became tributaries. 

Jdg 1:31  Neither did Asher drive out the inhabitants… 

Jdg 1:33  Neither did Naphtali drive out the inhabitants…nevertheless the inhabitants…became tributaries unto them. 

Jdg 1:35  But the Amorites would dwell in mount Heres...yet the hand of the house of Joseph prevailed, so that they became
tributaries. 

C) The Bible’s assessment of the situation
Psa 106:34  They did not destroy the nations, concerning whom the LORD commanded them: 
Psa 106:35  But were mingled among the heathen, and learned their works. 
Psa 106:36  And they served their idols: which were a snare unto them. 
Psa 106:37  Yea, they sacrificed their sons and their daughters unto devils, 
Psa 106:38  And shed innocent blood, even the blood of their sons and of their daughters, whom they sacrificed unto the idols

of Canaan: and the land was polluted with blood. 
Psa 106:39  Thus were they defiled with their own works, and went a whoring with their own inventions. 
Psa 106:40  Therefore was the wrath of the LORD kindled against his people, insomuch that he abhorred his own

inheritance. 

D) Caution in our day
2Co 6:14  Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with

unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness? 
2Co 6:15  And what concord hath Christ with Belial? or what part hath he that believeth with an infidel? 
2Co 6:16  And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I

will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 
2Co 6:17  Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I

will receive you, 
2Co 6:18  And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty. 

1Co 5:6  Your glorying is not good. Know ye not that a little leaven leaveneth the whole lump? 
1Co 5:7  Purge out therefore the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump, as ye are unleavened. 

1Co 15:33  Be not deceived: evil communications corrupt good manners. 

1Th 5:22  Abstain from all appearance of evil. 

Pro 1:10  My son, if sinners entice thee, consent thou not...
Pro 1:15  My son, walk not thou in the way with them...

Pro 7:7  And beheld among the simple ones, I discerned among the youths, a young man void of understanding, 
Pro 7:8  Passing through the street near her corner; and he went the way to her house...
Pro 7:21  With her much fair speech she caused him to yield, with the flattering of her lips she forced him. 
Pro 7:22  He goeth after her straightway, as an ox goeth to the slaughter...

1Co 5:9  I wrote unto you in an epistle not to company with fornicators: 
1Co 5:10  Yet not altogether with the fornicators of this world, or with the covetous, or extortioners, or with idolaters; for

then must ye needs go out of the world. 

Joh 17:15  I pray not that thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that thou shouldest keep them from the evil. 

Mat 6:13  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil..

Rom 13:14  But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof. 

Mat 5:14  Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid. 
Mat 5:15  Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in

the house. 
Mat 5:16  Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven. 

Php 2:15  That ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and perverse
nation, among whom ye shine as lights in the world;  

2) The next generation forgot the Lord



Jdg 2:7  And the people served the LORD all the days of Joshua, and all the days of the elders that outlived Joshua, who had
seen all the great works of the LORD, that he did for Israel. 

Jdg 2:10  And also all that generation were gathered unto their fathers: and there arose another generation after them, which
knew not the LORD, nor yet the works which he had done for Israel. 

Jdg 2:11  And the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the LORD, and served Baalim: 
Jdg 2:12  And they forsook the LORD God of their fathers, which brought them out of the land of Egypt, and followed other

gods, of the gods of the people that were round about them, and bowed themselves unto them, and provoked the LORD to
anger. 

Jdg 2:14  And the anger of the LORD was hot against Israel, and he delivered them into the hands of spoilers that spoiled them,
and he sold them into the hands of their enemies round about, so that they could not any longer stand before their enemies. 

Jdg 2:15  Whithersoever they went out, the hand of the LORD was against them for evil, as the LORD had said, and as the
LORD had sworn unto them: and they were greatly distressed. 

Jdg 2:16  Nevertheless the LORD raised up judges, which delivered them out of the hand of those that spoiled them. 

3) Gideon:  Perhaps the greatest of the judges turned back to his idol 
Jdg 8:22  Then the men of Israel said unto Gideon, Rule thou over us, both thou, and thy son, and thy son's son also: for thou

hast delivered us from the hand of Midian. 
Jdg 8:23  And Gideon said unto them, I will not rule over you, neither shall my son rule over you: the LORD shall rule over you. 
Jdg 8:24  And Gideon said unto them, I would desire a request of you, that ye would give me every man the earrings of his prey.

(For they had golden earrings, because they were Ishmaelites.) 
Jdg 8:25  And they answered, We will willingly give them. And they spread a garment, and did cast therein every man the

earrings of his prey. 
Jdg 8:26  And the weight of the golden earrings that he requested was a thousand and seven hundred shekels of gold; beside

ornaments, and collars, and purple raiment that was on the kings of Midian, and beside the chains that were about their
camels' necks. 

Jdg 8:27  And Gideon made an ephod thereof, and put it in his city, even in Ophrah: and all Israel went thither a whoring after
it: which thing became a snare unto Gideon, and to his house. 

4) Civil war after the people make Gideon’s son a king
Jdg 9:16  Now therefore, if ye have done truly and sincerely, in that ye have made Abimelech king, and if ye have dealt well with

Jerubbaal and his house, and have done unto him according to the deserving of his hands; 
Jdg 9:17  (For my father fought for you, and adventured his life far, and delivered you out of the hand of Midian: 
Jdg 9:18  And ye are risen up against my father's house this day, and have slain his sons, threescore and ten persons, upon one

stone, and have made Abimelech, the son of his maidservant, king over the men of Shechem, because he is your brother;) 
Jdg 9:19  If ye then have dealt truly and sincerely with Jerubbaal and with his house this day, then rejoice ye in Abimelech, and

let him also rejoice in you: 
Jdg 9:20  But if not, let fire come out from Abimelech, and devour the men of Shechem, and the house of Millo; and let fire come

out from the men of Shechem, and from the house of Millo, and devour Abimelech. 

5) Jephthah’s vow
Jdg 11:30  And Jephthah vowed a vow unto the LORD, and said, If thou shalt without fail deliver the children of Ammon into

mine hands, 
Jdg 11:31  Then it shall be, that whatsoever cometh forth of the doors of my house to meet me, when I return in peace from the

children of Ammon, shall surely be the LORD'S, and I will offer it up for a burnt offering. 

Jdg 11:34  And Jephthah came to Mizpeh unto his house, and, behold, his daughter came out to meet him with timbrels and
with dances: and she was his only child; beside her he had neither son nor daughter. 

Jdg 11:35  And it came to pass, when he saw her, that he rent his clothes, and said, Alas, my daughter! thou hast brought me
very low, and thou art one of them that trouble me: for I have opened my mouth unto the LORD, and I cannot go back. 

6) Civil war again
Jdg 12:4  Then Jephthah gathered together all the men of Gilead, and fought with Ephraim: and the men of Gilead smote

Ephraim... 

Jdg 12:6  ...and there fell at that time of the Ephraimites forty and two thousand. 

7) Samson
Jdg 15:14  And when he came unto Lehi, the Philistines shouted against him: and the Spirit of the LORD came mightily upon

him, and the cords that were upon his arms became as flax that was burnt with fire, and his bands loosed from off his hands. 
Jdg 15:15  And he found a new jawbone of an ass, and put forth his hand, and took it, and slew a thousand men therewith. 

Jdg 15:18  And he was sore athirst, and called on the LORD, and said, Thou hast given this great deliverance into the hand of
thy servant: and now shall I die for thirst, and fall into the hand of the uncircumcised? 



Jdg 15:19  But God clave an hollow place that was in the jaw, and there came water thereout; and when he had drunk, his spirit
came again, and he revived: wherefore he called the name thereof Enhakkore, which is in Lehi unto this day. 

Jdg 15:20  And he judged Israel in the days of the Philistines twenty years. 

Jdg 16:1  Then went Samson to Gaza, and saw there an harlot, and went in unto her. 

Jdg 16:4  And it came to pass afterward, that he loved a woman in the valley of Sorek, whose name was Delilah. 

Jdg 16:21  But the Philistines took him, and put out his eyes, and brought him down to Gaza, and bound him with fetters of
brass; and he did grind in the prison house. 

Jdg 16:29  And Samson took hold of the two middle pillars upon which the house stood, and on which it was borne up, of the one
with his right hand, and of the other with his left. 

Jdg 16:30  And Samson said, Let me die with the Philistines. And he bowed himself with all his might; and the house fell upon
the lords, and upon all the people that were therein. So the dead which he slew at his death were more than they which he
slew in his life. 

Heb 11:32  And what shall I more say? for the time would fail me to tell of Gedeon, and of Barak, and of Samson, and of
Jephthae; of David also, and Samuel, and of the prophets: 

8) Micah and his ‘for-hire’ priest
Jdg 17:1  And there was a man of mount Ephraim, whose name was Micah. 
Jdg 17:2  And he said unto his mother, The eleven hundred shekels of silver that were taken from thee, about which thou

cursedst, and spakest of also in mine ears, behold, the silver is with me; I took it. And his mother said, Blessed be thou of
the LORD, my son. 

Jdg 17:3  And when he had restored the eleven hundred shekels of silver to his mother, his mother said, I had wholly dedicated
the silver unto the LORD from my hand for my son, to make a graven image and a molten image... 

Jdg 17:5  And the man Micah had an house of gods, and made an ephod, and teraphim, and consecrated one of his sons, who
became his priest. 

Jdg 17:6  In those days there was no king in Israel, but every man did that which was right in his own eyes. 
Jdg 17:7  And there was a young man out of Bethlehemjudah of the family of Judah, who was a Levite, and he sojourned there. 

Jdg 17:9  And Micah said unto him, Whence comest thou? And he said unto him, I am a Levite of Bethlehemjudah, and I go to
sojourn where I may find a place. 

Jdg 17:10  And Micah said unto him, Dwell with me, and be unto me a father and a priest, and I will give thee ten shekels of
silver by the year, and a suit of apparel, and thy victuals. So the Levite went in. 

Jdg 17:11  And the Levite was content to dwell with the man; and the young man was unto him as one of his sons. 

Jdg 17:13  Then said Micah, Now know I that the LORD will do me good, seeing I have a Levite to my priest. 

Jdg 18:1  In those days there was no king in Israel: and in those days the tribe of the Danites sought them an inheritance to
dwell in; for unto that day all their inheritance had not fallen unto them among the tribes of Israel. 

Jdg 18:15  And they turned thitherward, and came to the house of the young man the Levite, even unto the house of Micah, and
saluted him. 

Jdg 18:16  And the six hundred men appointed with their weapons of war, which were of the children of Dan, stood by the
entering of the gate. 

Jdg 18:17  And the five men that went to spy out the land went up, and came in thither, and took the graven image, and the
ephod, and the teraphim, and the molten image: and the priest stood in the entering of the gate with the six hundred men
that were appointed with weapons of war. 

Jdg 18:18  And these went into Micah's house, and fetched the carved image, the ephod, and the teraphim, and the molten
image. Then said the priest unto them, What do ye? 

Jdg 18:19  And they said unto him, Hold thy peace, lay thine hand upon thy mouth, and go with us, and be to us a father and a
priest: is it better for thee to be a priest unto the house of one man, or that thou be a priest unto a tribe and a family in
Israel? 

Jdg 18:20  And the priest's heart was glad, and he took the ephod, and the teraphim, and the graven image, and went in the
midst of the people. 

Jdg 18:30  And the children of Dan set up the graven image: and Jonathan, the son of Gershom, the son of Manasseh, he and his
sons were priests to the tribe of Dan until the day of the captivity of the land. 

Jdg 18:31  And they set them up Micah's graven image, which he made, all the time that the house of God was in Shiloh. 

9) The tribe of Benjamin at the point of extinction



Jdg 19:22  Now as they were making their hearts merry, behold, the men of the city, certain sons of Belial, beset the house round
about, and beat at the door, and spake to the master of the house, the old man, saying, Bring forth the man that came into
thine house, that we may know him. 

Jdg 19:23  And the man, the master of the house, went out unto them, and said unto them, Nay, my brethren, nay, I pray you, do
not so wickedly; seeing that this man is come into mine house, do not this folly. 

Jdg 19:24  Behold, here is my daughter a maiden, and his concubine; them I will bring out now, and humble ye them, and do
with them what seemeth good unto you: but unto this man do not so vile a thing. 

Jdg 19:25  But the men would not hearken to him: so the man took his concubine, and brought her forth unto them; and they
knew her, and abused her all the night until the morning: and when the day began to spring, they let her go. 

Jdg 19:26  Then came the woman in the dawning of the day, and fell down at the door of the man's house where her lord was,
till it was light. 

Jdg 19:27  And her lord rose up in the morning, and opened the doors of the house, and went out to go his way: and, behold, the
woman his concubine was fallen down at the door of the house, and her hands were upon the threshold. 

Jdg 19:28  And he said unto her, Up, and let us be going. But none answered. Then the man took her up upon an ass, and the
man rose up, and gat him unto his place. 

Jdg 19:29  And when he was come into his house, he took a knife, and laid hold on his concubine, and divided her, together with
her bones, into twelve pieces, and sent her into all the coasts of Israel. 

Jdg 20:20  And the men of Israel went out to battle against Benjamin; and the men of Israel put themselves in array to fight
against them at Gibeah. 

Jdg 20:21  And the children of Benjamin came forth out of Gibeah, and destroyed down to the ground of the Israelites that day
twenty and two thousand men. 

Jdg 20:24  And the children of Israel came near against the children of Benjamin the second day. 
Jdg 20:25  And Benjamin went forth against them out of Gibeah the second day, and destroyed down to the ground of the

children of Israel again eighteen thousand men; all these drew the sword. 

Jdg 20:46  So that all which fell that day of Benjamin were twenty and five thousand men that drew the sword; all these were
men of valour. 

Jdg 20:47  But six hundred men turned and fled to the wilderness unto the rock Rimmon, and abode in the rock Rimmon four
months. 

Jdg 20:48  And the men of Israel turned again upon the children of Benjamin, and smote them with the edge of the sword, as
well the men of every city, as the beast, and all that came to hand: also they set on fire all the cities that they came to. 

10) The close of the Book of Judges
Jdg 21:25  In those days there was no king in Israel: every man did that which was right in his own eyes. 

11) A Moabite woman in the days of the Judges 
Rth 1:1  Now it came to pass in the days when the judges ruled, that there was a famine in the land. And a certain man of

Bethlehemjudah went to sojourn in the country of Moab, he, and his wife, and his two sons. 

Rth 1:3  And Elimelech Naomi's husband died; and she was left, and her two sons. 
 

Rth 1:5  And Mahlon and Chilion died also both of them... 
Rth 1:6  Then she arose with her daughters in law, that she might return from the country of Moab... 

Rth 1:8  And Naomi said unto her two daughters in law, Go, return each to her mother's house: the LORD deal kindly with you,
as ye have dealt with the dead, and with me. 

Rth 1:14  And they lifted up their voice, and wept again: and Orpah kissed her mother in law; but Ruth clave unto her. 
Rth 1:15  And she said, Behold, thy sister in law is gone back unto her people, and unto her gods: return thou after thy sister in

law. 
Rth 1:16  And Ruth said, Intreat me not to leave thee, or to return from following after thee: for whither thou goest, I will go;

and where thou lodgest, I will lodge: thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God: 
Rth 1:17  Where thou diest, will I die, and there will I be buried: the LORD do so to me, and more also, if ought but death part

thee and me. 

Rth 1:20  And she said unto them, Call me not Naomi, call me Mara: for the Almighty hath dealt very bitterly with me. 
Rth 1:21  I went out full, and the LORD hath brought me home again empty: why then call ye me Naomi, seeing the LORD

hath testified against me, and the Almighty hath afflicted me? 

12) A kinsman-redeemer in the day of the judges
Rth 4:3  And he said unto the kinsman, Naomi, that is come again out of the country of Moab, selleth a parcel of land, which was

our brother Elimelech's: 
Rth 4:4  And I thought to advertise thee, saying, Buy it before the inhabitants, and before the elders of my people. If thou wilt

redeem it, redeem it: but if thou wilt not redeem it, then tell me, that I may know: for there is none to redeem it beside thee;
and I am after thee. And he said, I will redeem it. 



Rth 4:5  Then said Boaz, What day thou buyest the field of the hand of Naomi, thou must buy it also of Ruth the Moabitess,
the wife of the dead, to raise up the name of the dead upon his inheritance. 

Rth 4:6  And the kinsman said, I cannot redeem it for myself, lest I mar mine own inheritance: redeem thou my right to thyself;
for I cannot redeem it. 

 

Rth 4:9  And Boaz said unto the elders, and unto all the people, Ye are witnesses this day, that I have bought all that was
Elimelech's, and all that was Chilion's and Mahlon's, of the hand of Naomi. 

Rth 4:10  Moreover Ruth the Moabitess, the wife of Mahlon, have I purchased to be my wife, to raise up the name of the dead
upon his inheritance, that the name of the dead be not cut off from among his brethren, and from the gate of his place:
ye are witnesses this day. 

Rth 4:13  So Boaz took Ruth, and she was his wife: and when he went in unto her, the LORD gave her conception, and she bare a
son. 

Rth 4:16  And Naomi took the child, and laid it in her bosom, and became nurse unto it. 

Rth 4:22  And Obed begat Jesse, and Jesse begat David. 


