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The Christ of Christmas, Part 1 
 

Genesis 22:1-14, After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” And he 
said, “Here am I.” 2 He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the 
land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I 
shall tell you.” 3 So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of 
his young men with him, and his son Isaac. And he cut the wood for the burnt offering and 
arose and went to the place of which God had told him. 4 On the third day Abraham lifted up 
his eyes and saw the place from afar. 5 Then Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with 
the donkey; I and the boy will go over there and worship and come again to you.” 6 And 
Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son. And he took in his 
hand the fire and the knife. So they went both of them together. 7 And Isaac said to his father 
Abraham, “My father!” And he said, “Here am I, my son.” He said, “Behold, the fire and the 
wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” 8 Abraham said, “God will provide for 
himself the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” So they went both of them together.  
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9 When they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham built the altar there and 
laid the wood in order and bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. 
10 Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to slaughter his son. 11 But the angel 
of the Lord called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here am 
I.” 12 He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him, for now I know that you 
fear God, seeing you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.” 13 And Abraham 
lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him was a ram, caught in a thicket by his 
horns. And Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his 
son. 14 So Abraham called the name of that place, “The Lord will provide”; as it is said to this 
day, “On the mount of the Lord it shall be provided.” 1 

The Sacrificial System 
 
In the book of Leviticus, God instituted the sacrificial system of the Old Testament which utilized 
eleven sacrifices in all.  Yet when one considers all the variations as to when, where, how, and why 
they were to be used, I would imagine that the sacrifices of the Bible number well over 100.  Each 
of these variations was needed to picture and explain what Jesus Christ someday would do on the 
cross. 
 
So it is with the “names” that are used of God in the Bible.  In the Hebrew the “name” of someone 
or something was much more than simply a means of identification. Oft-times it described a facet 
of the person or thing being named. For example,  
 

• Jacob was given a name which means supplanter/deceiver; a sin he would struggle with 
most of his life.   

• Though he was named after the first king of Israel, the apostle to the Gentiles preferred to 
be called, “Paul” which means small.   

• Hosea named his firstborn daughter, “Lo-ruhamah” which means, “no compassion” 
because God no longer would have compassion on His people. 

• When God gave to Jacob a revelation of Jesus Christ in the form of a ladder reaching from 
heaven to earth, the patriarch called the place, “Bethel” which means “house of God” since 
God had manifested Himself there to Jacob. 

 
Clearly in the Bible, the name of someone or something very often conveys a truth about that 
being named.  And the same principle applies to the names of God.  In the Scripture there are over 
600 names used of God.  Each one was given to instruct us concerning God.  God is not as the silly, 
foolish gods of the nations; He is infinite, eternal, and unchangeable! Accordingly with each name 
we learn something about God. 
 
In light of this as we approach this Christmas season, it is helpful to keep in mind the names that 
were given to describe Christ.  For each of these names of Christ explain to us a facet of Christmas, 
what Christmas is, and what Christmas means. 

                                                      
1 The Holy Bible : English standard version. 2001 (Ge 22:1–14). Wheaton: Standard Bible Society. 
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The God who Provides 
 
One of the first names of Christ revealed to us is the name Yahweh Yireh, in Genesis 22, which 
means the God who provides.   For this we go back to the year, 2166 B.C., when a man by the 
name of Abram was born and raised in Ur of the Chaldeans.   Abram was born into the pagan 
Babylonian culture, and thus Abram would have been raised a pagan.  In this pagan culture he 
would have worshipped many gods.   He would have held the belief that these gods could be 
appeased through the efforts and sacrifices of man. 
 
Yet, it is here in the Babylonian culture that God amazingly would set His love upon Abram to save 
him.   The Scriptures tell us that the Lord drew near to him and gave him a promise which would 
have been, and still is, viewed as folly.  God’s pleasure when it came to Abram was based NOT 
upon anything he could ever do, BUT solely on God’s kindness and grace (cf. Romans 4:11). 
 
While today most reject this message, Abram nevertheless based his life and eternity upon it.  The 
Bible clearly tells us that “Abram believed God!”  God called him out of his pagan culture to live in 
a land flowing with milk and honey; a land NOT of this world (cf. Hebrews 11:15-16).   God also 
gave him a series of promises which we call the Abrahamic Covenant.  This covenant stipulated 
that: 
 

• God would protect him and so be his God.   
• He and his family would remain God’s people.   
• The world would be blessed through him.   
• He and his barren wife would have a child through which God would build a 

kingdom/nation whose number would equal the stars in the sky and the sand on the 
beach. 
 

Because of this promise God changed his name to Abraham- which means, “Father of many 
nations!”  It is also important to note that at this time (1) Abraham and Sarah, his wife, would have 
been 70 and 69 years old respectively and (2) Sarah was barren, she had never conceived a child! 
 
Abraham left Ur with his wife, dad, brother, and nephew on account of THE COVENANT! His dad 
died in Haran where Abraham also left his brother. Now traveling with his wife and his nephew, 
Lot, Abraham entered Canaan at the age of 75 where he sojourned for many, many years. 
Throughout all this time Abraham’s hope, passion, and obsession was the covenant that God had 
given him. 
 
Now, fast forward the clock 25 years! Abraham is no 100 years old.   God was making good on all 
His promises except the promised child.  Now as it relates to this final promise, it has gotten a little 
late for the couple to even think of having a baby. In fact, Sarah has long since given up hope. But 
not Abraham; in “hope against hope he continued to believe” (cf. Romans 4:18)!  That is why when 
God did finally act, we are not surprised.  
 
Accordingly at the ripe old age of 100 (Sarah was 99) Abraham became the proud father of a baby 
boy- A CHILD  
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• For whom both he and his wife waited 25 years! 
• Whose birth clearly was miraculous.  
• Through which God would make good on His promises/covenant to build a kingdom! 

 
Soon after the birth of Isaac, God’s revelation to Abraham all but ceased.1 Abraham was left with 
his wife and son to live together as strangers and aliens in the land of Canaan. God indeed had 
been good to this man and family! That brings us to God’s call. 

The Call 
 

Genesis 22:1, “Now it came about after these things, that God tested Abraham, and said to 
him, ‘Abraham!’ And he said, ‘Here I am.’” 

 
There are two things that stick out in this verse.   First, it has been around twenty years since Isaac 
was born. Hence it has been about twenty years since God last spoke to Abraham! This will come 
into play in a moment.  Secondly, the focus and purpose of this revelation in Abraham’s life was to 
“test him.”  That is what the text says.   Thus at no point did God ever plan for Abraham to kill his 
son. That would be barbaric. In fact for a “ram caught in a thicket” to serve as a substitute for Isaac 
(as we’ll read in Genesis 22:13) would have required God’s provision months and even years 
before.  The ram had to be born.  Its parents had to come from some place and their parents as 
well.  God didn’t fabricate the ram the moment it was needed. God’s plan to provide a substitute 
for Abraham can be traced back to eternity. So truly, we are on solid ground in concluding that at 
no time did God intend Abraham to kill his son. 
 
So what was the point of the testing? The word used in this text speaks of a tempering and so a 
building up!   Abraham had trusted God for forty-five years. His life revolved around the promises 
of the Lord. So he said.  But Abraham now had a child whom he loved very, very much.  This begs 
the questions: 
 

• Did he love the boy more than God?   
• Would the kingdom be built upon half-hearted devotion? 

 
God had no doubts, but it isn’t obvious that Abraham didn’t. Accordingly, God deigned to temper 
his faith so that he would mature as a man of God!  In the words of Derek Kidner speaking of 
Abraham:  “The test, instead of breaking him, brings him to the summit of his lifelong walk with 
God.” (Kidner, 1981, pp. 142-143) 
 

Genesis 22:2, “And He said, ‘Take now your son, your only son, whom you love, Isaac, and go 
to the land of Moriah; and offer him there [this phrase is repeated three times here on 
account of how shocking this call would have been to Abraham and certainly to us] as a burnt 
offering on one of the mountains of which I will tell you.’” 

 
When it is understood that this is the first message God gave Abraham in twenty years, you can 
appreciate the shock that must have come over Abraham. The last time God spoke it was, “I’m 
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giving you a son! I’m fulfilling My covenant promises to you!”  Now it is, “Take this son whom you 
love, your only son, the son of promise, and offer him up!” The words would have been brutal to 
hear!  And they are intended to be brutal to read. In fact, the way the Hebrew is written, there is 
absolutely no preparation on the part of the reader for this. We literally read, “Take… go… 
sacrifice!” It is short and to the point (in contrast to the latter part of this passage). It is clear that 
we are to be as shocked as Abraham. 
 
Now as brutal as this passage reads, it poignantly brings to the forefront THE issue when it comes 
to the Kingdom of God!  The question we must ask ourselves, which clearly is being asked of 
Abraham here, is this:  “Is God worthy to be worshipped, served, and praised in and of Himself?” 
 

• Do we worship God because of what He gives us?   
• Do we love Him for what He is or for what He does?   
• In the words of Job 1:5, if God put forth His hand and touched our bone and flesh, would 

we curse Him? 
 
A love that is enviable/noble is a love that is not conditioned by what we get or what the other 
person does! In fact it is this that separates Christianity from every other religion; we profess that 
God is worthy of worship in and of Himself. It is not what He does, but who He is (cf. Psalm 45)! 
 
So God gave Abraham a test in which the patriarch was to offer his only son as a burnt offering; 
which is an offering NOT of appeasement, BUT of dedication, an offering through which the 
worshipper expressed his love and devotion to the Lord.  What was the mountain on which 
Abraham was to sacrifice his son? It was the place “which God told him,” Moriah, which was a 
three day’s journey north on foot from Beer-sheba where Abraham at the time was living. Yet 
notice that at no time did Abraham waver in his love and devotion to God. 
 

The Response of Faith 
 

Genesis 22:3-4, “So Abraham rose early in the morning [There is a zealously here. Truly, this 
wasn’t something Abraham took lightly; accordingly he rose early so that he could get on with 
the work to which God had called him!] and saddled his donkey, and took two of his young 
men with him and Isaac his son; and he split wood for the burnt offering, and arose and went 
to the place of which God had told him. On the third day2 [this is significant; Abraham had at 
least two days to reconsider whether he would serve the Lord when it came to this calling] 
Abraham raised his eyes and saw the place from a distance.” 

 
It is believed that Abraham journeyed to Mount Moriah by way of the Shephelah, the pasture land 
of Canaan which sat west of the central mountain ridge of Palestine. On the third day he arrived 
together with his son and two servants. 
 

Genesis 22:5, “And Abraham said to his young men, ‘Stay here with the donkey, and I and the 
lad3 will go yonder; and we will worship and return to you.’” 
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Two things stick out here.  Abraham understood that the call that God had placed on his life 
ultimately was a call of worship, an act where one ascribes to God His worth.  How important was 
God to Abraham?  Was God more important to Abraham than his son? 
 
It was Abraham’s full intention to ascend the mountain of the Lord and tell him, “God, you still 
remain the most important thing in the world to me!”  Secondly, Abraham also planned on 
returning WITH his son! This is amazing. But then again it is not.  From the moment God called him 
out of Ur, Abraham took God at His word. Accordingly, as God had promised to build through Isaac 
a Kingdom whose citizens would number as the stars, there was no doubt in Abraham that God 
would do it, even if it took a miracle!  What was the anticipated miracle? Abraham figured that if 
he killed his son, God would resurrect him! 
 

Hebrews 11:17-19, “By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac; and he who had 
received the promises was offering up his only begotten son; it was he to whom it was said, ‘In 
Isaac your descendants shall be called.’ [IOW, do you understand what was up for grabs when 
Abraham was called to kill Isaac? Not just the loss of a son, but the loss of the Gospel, the 
Kingdom, Salvation!  So how is it that Abraham could go forward with God’s call and sacrifice 
Isaac?]  He considered that God is able to raise men even from the dead; from which he also 
received him back as a type [of Christ].” 

 
Brothers and sisters, consider this for a moment! By this time Abraham had spoken to God maybe 
ten times over fifty years. Yet he took God at His word! We have in our laps a compilation of 
sixty-six books given to us from God.  How I exhort you; take the Lord at His word!  With such a 
faith in God, Abraham went forth with his son toward the place of sacrifice, the place which once 
again God in His providence had selected. 
 

The Submission 
 

Genesis 22:6, “And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son 
[as Christ also would do someday (John 19:17), Isaac took up his cross and walked the lonely 
road of service], and he took in his hand the fire and the knife. So the two of them walked on 
together.” 

 
The passage here is a masterpiece. Unlike many Old Testament narratives, here we are given none 
of the thoughts of Abraham such that we are left to impute our own thoughts into the situation!  
Now for three long days Abraham journeyed to Moriah in relative silence, a silence that is broken 
here by the voice of Isaac. 
 

Genesis 22:7“And Isaac spoke to Abraham his father [the voice would have seemed like a 
shout as it broke Abraham’s three day silence] and said, ‘My father!’ And he said, ‘Here I am, 
my son.’ And he said, ‘Behold, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for the burnt 
offering?’” 

 
I am not sure I could have kept my composure if I had to answer the question. It reminds me of a 
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child playing chase.  The little girl was playing “chase” with her older sister in their house. At the 
time, the young girl’s childhood home had glass paned doors.  When the younger sister chased her 
older sister into one of the bedrooms, the older sibling slammed the door behind her.  The 
younger sister was holding out her arms where the two glass pans fell and severed an artery in one 
of her biceps. Blood came out profusely.   She was rushed to the hospital where in the 
emergency room she looked up at her dad and said, “Dad, am I going to die?” Her dad struggled to 
keep his composure! How much more difficult would it have been for Abraham? 
 
So Abraham, where is your offering? Isaac at the time didn’t know it, but Abraham did; Isaac was 
to be the sacrifice; Isaac was going to die! Such was the cost God was requiring of him. Yet to his 
son’s question, Abraham spoke what would be prophetic words: 
 

Genesis 22:8, “And Abraham said, ‘God will provide for Himself the lamb for the burnt offering, 
my son.’ So the two of them walked on together.” The profundity of the words of Abraham 
will be seen in a moment. Yet for now understand that the word translated as, “provide,” is 
 ”.which is the Hebrew word for “seeing (rā˒â) ָרָאה

 
Accordingly Abraham said, “Isaac, God sees the situation clearly. He understands what is going on. 
He will see to the sacrifice!” With this, we the reader begin to see the episode in new light. Amidst 
the anguish that we are supposed to read into Abraham’s silence, there is now an element of 
confidence in the Lord. God sees and so understands our plight! He’ll see to our need as well! And 
that brings us to the sacrifice. 

The Sacrifice 
 

Genesis 22:9, “Then they came to the place of which God had told him.” 
 

Again the location was Mount Moriah, the place God Himself appointed for Abraham to sacrifice 
Isaac. 
 

Genesis 22:9, “and Abraham built the altar there, and arranged the wood, and bound his son 
Isaac, and laid him on the altar on top of the wood.” 

 
Now, Isaac was not a small child; he is a man of about twenty years of age. He could have fought 
his aged father and won.  Yet in faith, he too submitted to God. 
 

Genesis 22:10, “And Abraham stretched out his hand, and took the knife to slay his son.” 
 
Notice the details here.  The passage is fraught with it for the detail is another literary device used 
for emphasis in the Hebrew! The closer we get to the fateful moment, the slower the narrative 
becomes, ladened as it is with detail. It is the author’s intent that we witness the sacrifice of Isaac 
in slow motion! 
 

Genesis 22:11, “But the angel of the Lord.” 
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Here we have an Old Testament pre-incarnate manifestation of Jesus.4 
 

Genesis 22:11-12, “But the angel of the Lord called to him from heaven, and said, ‘Abraham, 
Abraham!’ And he said, ‘Here I am.’ And he said, ‘Do not stretch out your hand against the lad, 
and do nothing to him; for now I know that you fear/worship God, since you have not 
withheld your son, your only son, from Me.” 

 
Again, the one speaking is God/Christ.   And this passage is written from the perspective of God,  a 
God who sees all things. Yet the discovery as to the faith and devotion of Abraham here was not to 
God, but to the patriarch and his son. After this event, both walked away having confirmed what 
they beforehand could only profess: God truly was most important to them! 
 

• Such was the faith God gave Abraham.   
• Such is the affirmation of saving faith.   
• Such is the hymn which will grace our lips for eternity! 

 
It was at this moment God opened Abraham’s eyes to see that which in his grief he had 
overlooked. 
 

Genesis 22:13, “Then Abraham raised his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him a ram 
caught in the thicket by his horns; and Abraham went and took the ram, and offered him up 
for a burnt offering in the place of his son.” 

 
That is the background to our text.  That is the incredible story from which we learn about a 
glorious name of God! 
 

The Name 
 

Genesis 22:14, “And Abraham called the name of that place The Lord Will Provide, as it is said 
to this day, ‘In the mount of the Lord it will be provided.’” 

 
The name that Abraham gave to this mountain was, “Yahweh-Yireh”- traditionally 
translated as “The Lord will provide!” Yet the word used in this instance is the 
Hebrew word for “seeing,” ָרָאה (rā˒â).  
 
Now, I have a picture of a man by the name of Gary.  Do you “see” him?  Do you 
really see him?   
 
In order for you to “see him” at least in terms of the word used in this text, one needs 
some more information.  Twenty/thirty years ago Gary moved to Florida on account of the 
beaches and the weather. There he became a finish carpenter whereby he made his living building 
all sorts of amazing products.  Yet he was a non-Christian living in the fast lane with his wife.  In 
the early to middle part of the 1990’s, as he was saying goodbye in the drive way to some friends 
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who had come to visit him, he said he felt as if a sledge hammer hit his entire body. He could 
barely make it back into the house; he was so weak. He soon saw a doctor where he was 
diagnosed with a rare form of cancer.  By the time I met him, he was a stick of a man who just to 
survive had to take a dose of pain killer so large it would kill an average man.  Yet he also had 
become a child of God who testified to me on more than one occasion, “I praise God for my cancer! 
If it wasn’t for this illness, I would never have come to know the Lord!” 
 
Now do you see Gary?   
 
With this I want you to note that the word for “seeing” in this context goes way beyond physical 
sight. It denotes the idea of beholding the true nature of a thing and so compensating for its 
weakness! When Abraham changed the name of Mount Moriah to “God sees” he was making the 
incredible statement that: 
 

• God looked upon him in his weakness and sin.   
• He was moved by what He saw.   
• And so He provided what was necessary in order for Abraham to live. 

 
That is what “Yahweh Yireh” denotes. It is more than just, “God gives us stuff!” It is that He 
understands our real needs and responds accordingly. Now what does this have to do with 
Christmas? 
 

The Significance of the Name 
 
Matthew speaking of Christ as the one who stayed Abraham’s hand and so directed the patriarch 
to the “ram caught in the thicket says this: 
 

Matthew 9:36, “And seeing the multitudes [this implies far more than visual recognition. That 
Christ saw the multitudes tells us that He saw into their hearts and so knew their burdens, 
struggles, and heartaches], He felt compassion for them, [Why did He fell compassion. What is 
it that Christ “saw”?] Because they were distressed and downcast like sheep without a 
shepherd. Then He said to His disciples, ‘The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. 
Therefore beseech the Lord of the harvest to send out workers into His harvest.’” 

 
When Christ came to this world, He looked into the heart and soul of man and saw, truly saw, their 
trials, difficulties, and pain, and then acted to compensate for their need. Do you see it? Christ is a 
God who sees,  Yahweh Yireh! Accordingly: 
 

• He wept when Mary and Martha grieved over the death of Lazarus- even though Christ was 
soon to raise him, John 11:35.   

• He mourned over Jerusalem and their treatment of the prophets, Matthew 23:37.   
• He was moved deeply; the Greek says that He “moaned with compassion within His bowels”  

when He: 
o Saw a bereaved woman on account of the death of her child, Luke 7:13.   
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o Beheld the blind (Matthew 20:34) and the leprous (Mark 1:41).   
o Viewed the poor and malnourished, Matthew 15:32.   
o Saw the sick and deformed, Matthew 14:14.   

• Isaiah said that “He was despised and forsaken of men, a man of sorrows, and acquainted 
with grief… Surely our griefs He Himself bore, and our sorrows He carried…” (Isaiah 53:3-4). 

 
Have you ever wondered if Christ sees the struggle and pain that you are in? Have you ever at 
times felt abandoned by the Lord? The Christ of Christmas is a Savior who not only came to do the 
will of His father, BUT He came to bare our griefs and sorrows, for He is a God who sees, Yahweh 
Yireh!” 
 

Psalm 56:8, “Thou hast taken account of my wanderings; [Thou hast] put my tears in Thy 
bottle; are they not in Thy book?”: in ancient Judaism, it was the custom of those who were 
grieving the loss of a loved one to collect their own tears and store them in a bottle. So Christ 
has done with every tear you have cried! He hasn’t missed one of them! 

 
Hebrews 4:15, “For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, 
but One who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin”: do you know the 
difference between compassion and sympathy? 

 
Compassion sees a person changing a flat tire in the rain and feels genuine sorrow over their plight.  
Sympathy sees a person changing a flat tire in the rain, stops the car, gets out, and changes the tire 
with them.  Christ is indeed a compassionate Savior- He knows our griefs. But He also is a 
Sympathetic one! He suffers alongside us, compensates for our weakness, and so provides for our 
needs!  In fact, Christ is so sympathetic and compassionate; so much so that He has SEEN our 
suffering and pain!  He went to the cross that we might live! 
 

John 19:17-19, “They took Jesus therefore, and He went out, bearing His own cross, to the 
place called the Place of a Skull, which is called in Hebrew, Golgotha. [This looks and sounds a 
little like Isaac! Doesn’t it?] There they crucified Him, and with Him two other men, one on 
either side, and Jesus in between [Christ ordained that His death should occur “in between” 
the two criminals that even in death He might talk to them]. And Pilate wrote an inscription 
also, and put it on the cross. And it was written, ‘JESUS THE NAZARENE, THE KING OF THE 
JEWS.’” 

 
Christ would hang on the cross for another six hours before He died. Yet notice with me v. 30 and 
Christ’s last words: 
 

John 19:30, “When Jesus therefore had received the sour wine, He said, ‘It is finished!’ And He 
bowed His head, and gave up His spirit.” 

 
The word for “finished” in the Greek was variously used in the ancient world. For example, it was 
used in the penal system of Rome.  When a person was placed in debtor’s prison, a document 
containing their debt was physically hung on the door of the cell.   If and when the debt was paid, 
the prisoner would be released and given the certificate across which would be written, 
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“Tetelestai”/paid in full! 
 
The word “finished” was also used in commerce for when a debt had been paid. In such an 
instance “Tetelestai” would be marked on the certificate.  As this was the case, why would Christ 
utter these words before He died? Sort of strange, don’t you think? Paul explained why these were 
Christ’s last words- referring to the penal system of Rome: 
 

Colossians  2:13-14, “And when you were dead in your transgressions and the uncircumcision 
of your flesh, He made you alive together with Him, having forgiven us all our transgressions, 
having canceled out the certificate of debt consisting of decrees against us and which was 
hostile to us; and He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross.” 

 
Such is the grace, mercy, compassion, and sympathy of Christ. He saw the debt which we could 
never pay on account of our sin, and then paid the debt with His own life. And here is where 
Genesis 22comes into play. 
 

Genesis 22:14, “And Abraham called the name of that place The Lord Will Provide, as it is said 
to this day, ‘In the mount of the Lord it will be provided.’” 

 
From Abraham on down through Redemptive History, Mount Moriah became the place where 
God’s people went when they were 
 

• Burdened by life.   
• Besought with sorrow or mourning.   
• Frightened, lonely, afraid…   
• Weary and heavy ladened by their weakness and sin. 

 
For it was on Mount Moriah that God promised to see their/our affliction!  In fact so significant 
was this place that God’s people built the temple on top of that mountain; Mount Moriah (2 
Chronicles 3:1). Here they offered their sacrifices for the forgiveness of their sin and so their 
restoration to the fellowship of God. Accordingly it was here, Mount Moriah, that around 2,000 
years ago Jesus was nailed to a cross and so died in our place!  Did you get that?  
 

• The very place where Christ stayed the hand of Abraham lest he sacrifice his only son.   
• The very place where Christ motioned to Abraham to look behind him and see a ram which 

God provided as a substitution for Isaac.   
• The very place God’s people went for more than 2,000 years when they were burdened by 

their sin- weary and heavy ladened!   
• That very place God the Father did not spare His own Son, but freely offered Him up on our 

behalf.  
 

Why did He do it? Genesis 22 answers the question, “In the mount of the Lord it will be- future 
tense- provided.”  In other words because God “sees” our trials, griefs, and sorrow, this holy 
mountain, Moriah/Golgotha, will always be the place where God provides for our weakness! And 
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so it was and continues to this day! 
 
What is the celebration of Christmas?   
 

• It is the reverence and joy of Abraham when he realized that God not only saw his 
weakness, but made provision for it.   

• It is the joy that comes from knowing that Christ not only sees my weakness, BUT has 
suffered with me in it AND has provided the balm of grace.   

• It is the worship of a people who are burdened by their sin, and yet have laid its guilt on 
the cross! 

 
This is what Christmas is all about;  a celebration of Yahweh Yireh, The God Who Provides! 
 
How ought we to respond to a message like this? I would give you the words of Peter to the 
persecuted church of his day scattered throughout the world: 
 

1 Peter 5:6-7, “Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God, that He may 
exalt you at the proper time, casting all your anxiety upon Him, because He cares for you.” 

 
First, we must humble ourselves under the mighty hand of God (1 Peter 5:5).  If you are trying to 
save yourself through the labors of your hands or your good intentions, get out of the salvation 
business!   
 

• Jesus Christ- God- came to this earth in order to die in our place on account of our sin.   
• There is nothing you can do to make up for your weaknesses; Christ has done it.   
• Turn from your sin unto Christ. Ask Him to forgive you. 

 
The second exhortation Peter gives us is that we must express our burdens to the Lord knowing 
that He cares for us (1 Peter 5:6)!  Because He is Yahweh-Yireh, we know that He sees, 
understands, and is burdened by our struggles.  And because He is a sympathetic High Priest, we 
know that He is walking with us, bearing the heavier side of the cross! Accordingly, daily go to 
Christ and pour your heart out before Him. He will bear you!  Listen to this promise which 
encompasses our entire life: 
 

Isaiah 46:4, “Even to your old age, I shall be the same, and even to your graying years I shall 
bear you! I have done it, and I shall carry you; and I shall bear you, and I shall deliver you.” 

 

End Notes  
1 It is recorded that God spoke with Abraham when Isaac was around 2 (Gen. 21). Yet this was a 
very short message in which God essential says, “Listen to your wife” (Gen. 21:12). 
2 Moriah was about 45 miles from Beer-sheba which in the ancient world was a three day’s walk. 
3 This has a wide range of meanings such that it can be used of an adult (cf. 2 Sam. 14:21; 18:5). 
4 cf. v. 12, “from Me” and Acts 7:30. 
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 VISIT US WHEN IN Broomfield, COLORADO  
 
Feel free to visit Bethel Presbyterian Church when in Broomfield, Colorado. Bethel Presbyterian 
Church meets at Broomfield High School, Eagle (10th Street) and Main, Broomfield, Colorado. The 
telephone number of the church is 303-469-6912. The worship services are at 9:30 a.m. and 6:00 
p.m. each Sunday. Bethel Presbyterian Church is a member of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church.  
  
All our sermons can be accessed via the World Wide Web. The web address for all sermons at 
Bethel Presbyterian Church can be found out as follows: 
http://bethelpresbyterian.sermonaudio.com  

About the Preacher  
Greg Thurston preached this sermon on December 19, 2010.  Greg is the preacher at Bethel 
Presbyterian Church. 
 
 

http://bethelpresbyterian.sermonaudio.com/
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