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“THE LORD WILL GIVE SALVATION”

I. Introduction 

A. Over the years, there have been a number of occasions when I have visited 
someone who was being confronted with their mortality and found that 
the one thing that they did not want to talk about was the inevitable 
approach of death.  

1. Some make light of the prospect of standing before their Maker and 
Judge.  

2. Others say that they think that dying is just like going to sleep. 

3. Others simply change the subject.  

4. There is a reason why people don’t want to think about what 
happens when we depart from this world.  

5. It is because they know that they are utterly helpless in the face of 
death.  

B. Zechariah 12 offers hope to those who are willing to face up to their 
helplessness.   

1. Chapter 11 exposed Israel’s helpless condition.  

2. It showed that their sin was going to result in the Lord annulling 
his covenant with them, an action that ended their favored status as 
God’s holy nation.  

3. Here in Zechariah 12, the Lord begins to show how he will renew 
and restore his covenant people. 

4. Though the old Jerusalem is doomed to die, God promises that he 
will create and deliver a new Jerusalem, a promise that reaches its 
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fulfillment in the church.  

II. Our Source of Strength (1-9)  

A. Our text begins with the phrase “The burden (or oracle) of the word of the 
LORD”, which indicates that this is the beginning of a new section, the last 
section in this book of prophecy.  

1. One of the features that stands out in this final section is the 
repeated use of the phrase “on that day”, which occurs seventeen 
times in chapters 12-14.  

2. This phrase is used throughout the Old Testament prophetical 
books to refer to the day of the Lord.  

3. This tells us that the prophecies contained in these chapters point to 
the end times events that began to unfold with the first coming of 
Jesus Christ into the world.  

B. God identifies himself in verse 1 as the creator of the universe and of 
humanity.  

1. The doctrine of creation is fundamental to biblical religion.  

2. The fact that God created the world is integrally connected with the 
fact that God rules over the world and stands as judge over all the 
peoples of the world.  

3. This is why the doctrine of creation is so often the focus of attack 
for atheists.  

4. Yet in spite of such efforts, the universe continues to testify that it is 
God’s handiwork.  

5. And because the Lord is the Creator of all things, we can be 
confident that he is able to bring about both the judgment that he 
threatens and the renewal that he promises.  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C. The scenario that is set forth here shows that as the end draws near, 
hostility towards God’s people will intensify.  

1. Once again, Jerusalem will find itself under siege.  

2. And not only Jerusalem, but all of Judah.  

3. This is not speaking of the literal city of Jerusalem and the literal 
region of Judah.  

4. It is speaking of the whole church as the true spiritual Israel.  

5. The reason why Jerusalem and Judah are mentioned is because the 
prophecy is being given in a way that Zechariah and his hearers 
would be able to understand.  

6. They still thought of the literal Jerusalem as the center of the 
covenant community.  

7. They still thought of the literal Judah as the holy land.  

8. But Jesus’ words to the Samaritan woman in John 4 make it clear 
that there is no longer a geographical center for the people of God 
under the new covenant.  

D. This prophecy is saying that the spiritual Jerusalem, the church, will be the 
scene where the last battle unfolds.  

1. The nations will be gathered together to make war against the 
saints of God.  

2. We see the same idea at numerous points in the book of Revelation. 
(see Rev. 16:14; 19:19; 20:7-10)  

3. At the end of this age, the world-system that sets itself against the 
Lord will organize and assemble itself in such a formidable manner 
that the utter extermination of God’s people will seem inevitable.  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4. Yet in reality it will be the Lord who is assembling them in order to 
bring about their final destruction at the hands of Jesus.  

5. As it says in Revelation 19, on that day Jesus will appear as the 
rider on the white horse, the rider who who is called Faithful and 
True, who judges and makes war in righteousness, who leads the 
armies of heaven.  

6. “From his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down 
the nations, and he will rule them with a rod of iron.  He will tread 
the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God the Almighty.” (Rev. 
19:15)  

7. Just when the church seems doomed, the Lord will intervene to 
save his people and destroy all of our enemies.  

E. Zechariah’s prophecy of this last battle makes it clear that our salvation is 
entirely in the hands of the Lord.  

1. It reminds us that the world is an enemy that we cannot overcome 
in our own strength.  

2. The world tries to destroy Christians in a variety of ways.  

3. It pressures us and threatens us until we conform to its ways.  

4. It entices us with pleasure, power, and possessions.  

5. It terrifies us with all sorts of worries and cares.  

6. It lulls us to sleep with diversions and entertainments.  

7. It characterizes the Christian faith as irrational and unloving.  

8. Many who profess to be Christians fall prey to these attacks.  

9. Our faith will not survive if we try to stand by our own strength.  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F. This is made clear in our text by the fact that the Lord is the one who 
performs all of the action.  

1. God repeatedly says, ‘I will do such and such.’  

2. The spiritual battle in which we are engaged can only be won by 
trusting the Lord to be faithful to what he has promised.  

3. We need to remember that nothing can prevent him from keeping 
his promises.  

4. He is the Lord of hosts, the Lord of the heavenly armies.  

5. Through him, we have strength to stand firm against everything 
that sets itself against us.  

III. Our Source of Repentance (10-14)  

A. This brings us to the second half of the chapter, where the focus shifts 
from the last battle to the condition of the hearts of God’s people.  

1. The Lord says that he will pour out a spirit of grace and pleas for 
mercy.  

2. While the term “spirit” is in the lower case in most English 
translations, it is not referring to an inner disposition but to the 
Holy Spirit. 

3. We know this because elsewhere in the prophets, whenever God 
speaks of pouring out the Spirit he means the Holy Spirit. (see Isa. 
32:15; Joel 2:28-32; Ezek. 39:29)  

4. This passage is telling us that the Lord will send his Holy Spirit to 
produce repentance in the hearts of his people.  

5. Notice how this shows that repentance is not something that we 
can produce on our own.  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6. Left to ourselves, we would never truly acknowledge and mourn 
over the ways we have offended God.  

7. Repentance unto life is a saving grace, a gift that God bestows upon 
his elect in his appointed time.  

8. This is why the Christians in Acts 11 glorified God when they heard 
Peter’s report of the outpouring of the Spirit on Cornelius’ 
household.  

9. They said, “Then to the Gentiles also God has granted repentance 
that leads to life.” (Acts 11:18)  

B. Here in Zechariah 12, repentance is described as looking on the Lord as 
the one we have pierced and mourning for him.  

1. In the Hebrew, this word “pierced” usually refers to being stabbed 
to death with a spear.  

2. We see one example of this in Numbers 25, where a man named 
Phinehas drove a spear through an Israelite man and a Midianite 
woman while they were engaged in a sinful act.  

3. Interestingly, the book of Numbers says that in doing this Phinehas 
made atonement for Israel.  

4. His action was a foreshadowing of the true atonement that God 
was going to provide for his people.  

5. Here in Zechariah 12, it says that God is the one whom his people 
have pierced.  

6. This relates to what was said in the previous chapter about Israel’s 
rejection of the Lord as their shepherd.  

7. In the Gospel of John, we learn that this was a prophecy foretelling 
the piercing of Jesus’ side with a spear. (Jn. 19:37)  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8. Even though that act of piercing was carried out by a Roman 
soldier, we are the ones who are responsible for what was done to 
Jesus.  

9. The redeemed are the ones who truly pierced Jesus, because it was 
on account of our sin that he offered himself up on the cross.  

10. As we sing,  
 
Who was the guilty who brought this upon thee? 
Alas, my treason, Jesus, hath undone thee. 
’Twas I, Lord Jesus, I it was denied thee: 
I crucified thee. 

C. Looking upon Jesus as the one we have pierced means looking to him in 
faith and trusting that he died in order to atone for our sins.  

1. This is the only way we can be confident that God truly accepts us 
and will not hold our sins against us.  

2. As John Calvin puts it, “If… we would be assured that God is 
pleased with and kindly disposed toward us, we must fix our eyes 
and minds on Christ alone.” [Calvin, Institutes, 2.16.3]  

3. Doing this involves repenting and mourning over our sin.  

4. This is why Zechariah says that God’s people will mourn as if for 
an only child.  

5. The mourning will be as great as that which followed the death of 
King Josiah in Megiddo after he was pierced with an arrow. (see 2 
Chron. 35:24)  

6. The church of Jesus Christ is a community that sheds its most bitter 
tears not for the wrongs that are done to us but for the offenses that 
we have committed against God’s holiness.  

7. This is something that sets us apart from the world.  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8. As Martyn Lloyd-Jones once said, “The one thing the world tries to 
shun is mourning; its whole organization is based on the 
supposition that that is something to avoid.  The philosophy of the 
world is, Forget your troubles, turn your back upon them, do 
everything you can not to face them.” [Sermon on the Mount, 53]  

9. The Christian has a very different philosophy.  

10. He knows that it is only those who mourn who are promised the 
blessing of divine comfort.  

D. Zechariah also tells us that this mourning will take place among all of 
God’s people, from their leaders down to ordinary believers.  

1. There will be no shifting of blame.  

2. Everyone will own up to their own sin.  

3. This is the point that is being made by the repeated use of the 
phrases “by itself” and “by themselves” in verses 12-14.  

4. Each individual will deal personally with God and will grieve over 
the many ways that he has offended God’s majesty.  

5. This is an essential aspect of the Christian life.  

6. If you do not mourn over your sin, you make light of the One who 
died for atone for sin.  

7. Of course, you should never let your sins keep you from Christ.  

8. On the contrary, whenever you feel yourself weighed down by the 
guilt of your sins, you need to let your sin drive you to Jesus.  

9. This is how the grace of God is made all the more glorious to us.  

10. As Richard Sibbes explains, “We are never in the condition in 
which we ought to be, unless grace is glory to us.  And when is 
grace glory to a sinner?  Oh, when he feels the weight and burden 
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of his sin and languishing desires.  Oh, that I might have a drop of 
mercy!  Then grace is glory, not only in God’s esteem, but in the eye 
of the sinner.  Indeed, we are never soundly humbled till grace is 
glory in our esteem; that is, until it appears excellent and 
victorious.” [Richard Sibbes, Glorious Freedom, 82-3]  

IV. Conclusion 

A. We are utterly helpless to save ourselves from the judgment that our sins 
deserve.  

B. Yet Jesus Christ made himself helpless in order to save us from our 
helpless estate.  

C. He bore our griefs and carried our sorrows.  

D. He was wounded for our transgressions, and crushed for our iniquities.  

E. Therefore, let us always keep our eyes looking to Jesus as the one we have 
pierced.  

F. And let us grieve over our sins with godly grief that produces repentance 
that leads to salvation without regret. (see 2 Cor. 7:10)  
 


