
Is. 55:6-7 (LD 33, Q. 88-90)  “U-Turn”

For the Children: Have you seen your father do a “U-turn” in his car?  He discovers that he is driving in the 
wrong direction.  Perhaps the GPS system tells him, “As soon as possible, perform a U-turn!”  He turns the car 
around, and goes the opposite way.  Heading into sin is always the wrong way.  The Lord tells us, “As soon as 
possible, perform a U-turn!”  Stop going towards sin, and go instead towards the Lord and His ways!  
Questions: What does it mean to “seek” and “call upon” the Lord?  What does it mean to forsake sin?  How 
does it help us to know that the Lord is very ready to forgive us our sins?
_______________________________________________________________________________________

Introduction:

First Point: A Call to Faith
1) The Call to Seek: The positive side of conversion is faith, which involves turning to God.  This is put here

in the form of a command to seek the Lord.  The word implies seeking with care, rather than a casual 
glance.  What we seek is to know God, have Him as our God, and enjoy Him, His fellowship and 
salvation.

2) The Call to Call: The command to call upon Him emphasizes our need for help from  the Lord – in 
particular, the help of salvation.  To make such a cry implies that we believe in Him and trust Him.  We 
honour Him by admitting our need, and trusting His ability to help.  The 2 commands together imply a 
desire to know God, honour, serve, trust and obey Him.  Q. 90 sums this up well.  See also the LD 7 
definition of faith

3) While He Is Near: There is an urgency in Isaiah’s call to Israel to seek and call upon the Lord – 
especially since they had departed from His ways.  They must seek while He may be found, and call 
while He is near.  See also 2 Cor. 6:2, Heb. 4:7.  Neither election nor regeneration can be undone.  The 
Lord also preserves the believer.  But the Lord uses means to preserve us: including the urgent call to 
seek, and to repent.  If we refuse to listen, He has warned that He gives the hard-hearted over to their 
hardness.  We must take that seriously – as an urgent warning.

Second Point: A Call to Repentance
1) Forsaking Evil: Repentance is the “negative” side of conversion – turning from evil.  Q.88-89 speak of 

the dying-away of the old self.  The Lord Jesus’ death has made us dead to sin, in principle.  On that 
basis, we must die to it more and more in practice.  That means resisting sin, and repenting of it when 
we do commit transgression. 

2) Inward and Outward: That dying to sin takes place at every level, inward and outward – our “thoughts” 
(intentions, desires, plans) and “ways”( how we walk, our actions).  That involves being sorry that we 
have sinned against the Lord (Ps. 51:4), hating our sin, and actually running away from it.  It also means 
that we turn from any false ways of trying to obtain salvation, such as works-righteousness.

Third Point: A Call to Mercy
1) The Incentive of Pardon: We should not fear to confess our sins. As an incentive, the Lord assures us 

that He will show mercy.  We need to keep in mind that He is even more displeased with the refusal to 
repent, than with the actual sin.  In fact, we are assured that His mercy is so great, He will abundantly 
pardon when we repent.  See Rom. 5:20, Lk. 15:7.

2) Re-Discovering, Not Earning: It is not that the Lord shows mercy because we repent – as if we have 
earned it.  It is by His mercy that we are called and enabled to repent in the first place.  It is rather that 
we assured that when we repent, we will always find Him merciful.  Then we re-discover how merciful 
He is.  We have no excuse for holding off on repenting.

Conclusion:


