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Despise Not the Small Beginnings 

• Great victories often come through the hands 
of a very few. 
– Gideon against the Midianites – Jdg 6 

– Jonathan against the Philistines – 1 Sam 13 

– Elijah & the Prophets of Baal – 1 Ki 18 

• Great ministers are often won by quiet 
servants. 
– Dwight L Moody by Edward D. Kimball 

– Simon Peter by his brother Andrew – Jn 1:35-43 



Andrew 

• He & his brother Peter, from Bethsaida, moved to 
Capernaum, owned a fishing business. Jn 1:44; 
Mk 1:21, 29; Mt 4:18 

• Along with John, they took a vacation to learn 
from John the Baptist. 
– J t B pointed Andrew & John to Christ. Jn 1:35-40 
– Andrew brought Peter to Jesus. 1:42 

• Returned to Galilee where Jesus sought them out 
and called them to follow Him. 
– The second call –  Mt 4:18-22 
– The final break with the past – Lk 5:1-11 



He Saw the Value of the Little Things 

• Jesus said “you give [the crowds] something to 
eat. Mt 14:16 
– Jesus was testing His disciples – Jn 6:6 
– Philip tried to help – 6:7 
– Andrew began to obey, with what he could find – 6:9 
– Jesus fed the crowds with what Andrew had brought 

to Him – 6:10-13 

• Jesus places a high value on the sacrificial gift. 
– The widow’s mites – Lk 21:1-4 

• The value is in the heart of the giver, not in the size of the 
gift. 



He Didn’t Need to “Be the Star” 

• He served God from the heart. Eph 6:6 
– Cf., Jas 3:11; Mk 9:35 

• No “great” ministry is credited to Andrew in the 
Scriptures; 
– Some Greeks came to Philip, Philip brought them to 

Andrew, Andrew brought them to Jesus with Philip. Jn 
12:20-22 

•  However…  
– Eusebius credits Andrew with taking the Gospel to Scythia 

(modern day Russia) 
• He is the patron saint of Russia and of Scotland 

– He was crucified in Achaia (S. Greece, near Athens) 



Significance of the Insignificant One 

• First to hear Jesus was the Lamb of God 

• First to follow Christ 

• Brought his brother to Christ 

• Part of the inner circle of the disciples 

• Spent his life bringing people to Jesus 

• Has a throne close to Jesus’ own throne 

• His name will be inscribed on the foundations 
of the New Jerusalem 



Andrew’s Martyrdom 

• Led the wife of the Roman Governor to Christ. 

– The Governor was incensed 

– He demanded that she recant – she refused 

• The Governor had Andrew crucified 

– Saltire shaped cross (X shaped) 

– Lashed instead of nailed, to increase suffering 

• Andrew preached for two days to all who 
passed nearby. 



A Fitting Epitaph for a Humble Servant 

• “But God chose what is foolish in the world to 
shame the wise; God chose what is weak in 
the world to shame the strong; God chose 
what is low and despised in the world, even 
things that are not, to bring to nothing things 
that are, so that no human being might boast 
in the presence of God. 1 Co 1:27-29 


