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The Disciple Whom Jesus Loved 

Introduction: 
 
     The Disciple whom Jesus loved, let us begin by looking at our key text from the Gospel of 
John. “When Jesus had thus said, he was troubled in spirit, and testified, and said, Verily, verily, 
I say unto you, that one of you shall betray me. 22 Then the disciples looked one on another, 
doubting of whom he spake. 23 Now there was leaning on Jesus' bosom one of his disciples, 
whom Jesus loved. 24 Simon Peter therefore beckoned to him, that he should ask who it should 
be of whom he spake. 25 He then lying on Jesus' breast saith unto him, Lord, who is it?1 
 
      I want to take a thought from verse number 23: Now there was leaning on Jesus' bosom 
one of his disciples, whom Jesus loved. There are times in life when you cannot stand; you 
will just have to lean. I am glad that we have a leaning place that is trustworthy in this 
world in which we live. That is the best place to be, leaning on Jesus’ bosom; near the heart 
of the Saviour. I want you to notice what the Bible says about that one Disciple: whom Jesus 
loved. Oh what a statement, what a title, what a testimony: and from that day forth – John 
the Beloved was known as the Disciple whom Jesus loved.   
 
We have all heard that old’ saying – Birds of a feather, flock together. Well the Prophet Amos 
writes, “Can two walk together, except they be agreed?”2 I have always heard my elders say 
when I was a boy; ‘son, you will be known by the company that you keep.’ I believe today that 
if we spend some time leaning on the bosom of Jesus, in our secret place communing with 
our LORD and our Saviour Jesus Christ, we will be known by the company that we keep. 
 
     Let us take a look this morning and see just how brother John was known. John was not 
known for his great talents. He was not known for his wonderful personality, or any other 
great abilities for that matter, but he was known as the Disciple, whom Jesus loved. Some of 
you many ask; now Brother Doug, what does that really mean?  Well before we see what 
that means, let us see what it does not mean.  It does not mean that He loved John and did 
not love the others, aren’t you glad that John 3:16 is still in the Bible? For God so loved the 
world.3 
 
 
__________________________________________  
1 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), John 13:21-25.  
 

2 Ibid., Amos 3:3. 
 

3 Ibid., John 3:16a. 
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    I am glad that the heart of God is big enough to love this wicked fallen race.  Let me say 
this friends, if you are reading this today, and you reject the Saviour, and die without God, 
and go to a devil’s hell, you will have to trample the love of God under your feet in order to 
do so.  I am glad that His love is deeper than the ocean. It is taller than the mountains, and it 
is higher than the highest star. Thank God for His love, His amazing love, His wonderful 
love; Oh Love of God, oh rich and how pure. It reaches further down that we can reach up. I 
am glad that the love of God is real, and this passage does not mean that He loved only John 
and did not love the others. 
 
    The Bible says, having loved all His Disciples, He loved them all till the end.4  He loved them 
all unto the end, this might also be rendered as "unto the uttermost."  It was the great love 
of Jesus for his own that motivated His supreme act of giving Himself up to die for the 
remission of sins.  His work at the Cross was the will of the Father and His love for His 
sheep was the same love that the Father has for all His Elect. As Jesus prayed in the Garden 
saying: 
 

“I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me 
through their word,21 that they may all be one, just as you, Father, are 
in me, and I in you, that they also may be in us, so that the world may 
believe that you have sent me.22 The glory that you have given me I 
have given to them, that they may be one even as we are one,23 I in 
them and you in me, that they may become perfectly one, so that the 
world may know that you sent me and loved them even as you loved 
me.”5 

 

     D. A. Carson writes, “For the first time the disciple whom Jesus loved is introduced. He will 
reappear at Jesus’ cross (19:26–27), at the empty tomb (20:2–9), by the Sea of Tiberias, 
when the risen Jesus appeared to seven of his disciples (21:1, 20–23), and in the final two 
verses that ascribe the authority of this Gospel to him (21:24, 25).”6 Four times he is 
referred to in this sense yet, it does not mean that Christ loved only John.  
 

     He loved them all, let me say second thing it does not mean: It does not mean that He 
loved John more than He loved the others: My Bible tells me in James 1:17– In Him there is 
no variableness, neither shadow of turning.7  I’m telling you, that He not only loved them all, 
but He loved them all the same. There are no degrees in the love of God. It’s not that He 
Loved this one a little, and this one a little more, and that one over there a little more; I am 
thankful, and praise God, Glory be, that the Ground is level, at the foot of the Cross! In Him 
there is no variableness, neither shadow of turning. For I am the LORD, and I change not; 
whosoever will. Let me say this to you today and I do not mean to shock you: whether you 
have been saved fifty years, five years, five months, or only five seconds. He loves all His the 
same. 
__________________________________________  
4Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), John 13:1. 
 

5 English Standard Version, ESV Reformation Study Bible, (Orlando: Reformation Trust of Ligonier Ministries, 2015), 
John 17:20-23. 
 

6 D. A. Carson, The Gospel According to John, (Leicester, England; Grand Rapids, MI: Inter-Varsity Press; W.B. 
Eerdmans, 1991), 472. 
 

7Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), James 1:17. 
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     Now I hope this statement does not shock you; the fact is He does not love you any more 
now than He did before you ever were saved by the good grace of God.  In fact, He does not 
love you any more right now than He did before the foundation of the world.  Paul tells us: 
 

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed 
us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, 4 just as 
He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be 
holy and blameless before Him. In love 5 He predestined us to adoption 
as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention 
of His will, 6 to the praise of the glory of His grace, which He freely 
bestowed on us in the Beloved.”8 

 
     I am telling you He loves you as much right now as He ever has, and He will love you just 
as much tomorrow as He does today, yesterday and forever more. He loves us all and He 
loves us all the same. Let me say this friend, even though He loves everybody, everybody 
does not love Him. Even though He loves everybody the same, everybody does not love Him 
the same.  If there is any variableness, if there are any categories, any degrees; it is on our 
part and not His. 
 
     You say preacher, do you think there are people in this world that literally do not love 
God? Absolutely, I believe that there are people in this world, which despise God. The very 
mention of God makes them mad. People want to try to figure out what is going on in this 
world today. I will tell you what is going on; the same thing that has been going on since the 
Garden of Eden. The world hates God, and they despise God because of their fallen de-
praved state.9 The proponents of the doctrine of total depravity teach that mankind is 
completely touched by sin in all that he is, a sinner by nature, by birth and by choice.  Sin 
has affected all parts of man.  The heart, emotions, will, mind, and body is all affected by 
sin.10 In their state of rebellion and lack of understanding and love for God they try to 
discredit His Word, this Holy Book that we hold dear to the us because it is our source of 
absolute truth.  
 
 
__________________________________________  
8 New American Standard Version, NASB Study Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing – Harper Collins, 2013), 
Ephesians 1:3-6. 
 

9 NOTE: ‘depraved state’ - This concept and the teaching of this Biblical doctrine of the depraved state of man goes 
back and is recorded as early as the very beginning in the book of Genesis with the historical account of the flood.  
Dr. Kenneth Mathews writes in his Genesis Commentary speaking of man’s state as a result of Adam’s fall with the 
fallen, evil, wicked heart in their state of depravity is proven through the account before and after the flood of 
Noah.  Mathews writes: “Both Genesis 6:5 and 8:21 have the words “inclination,” “his heart,” and “evil,” but 6:5 
has the inclusive “every,” “only,” and “all.” In 6:5 the emphasis is on the unprecedented pervasiveness of sin, which 
deserved divine retribution, and in 8:21 God acknowledges that sin is a given with humanity and has ruled the 
human heart from the outset (i.e., Adam’s sin).” Kenneth A. Mathews, Genesis Commentary 1-11 - Vol. 1A, 
(Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1996), 392. 
 

10 NOTE: The depravity of effects the total being of a man. The heart of man (Jeremiah 13:23); the emotions (Mark 
7:21-23); the will (Jeremiah 13:23); the mind (1 Corinthians 2:14); and the body (Romans 3:10-18). The 
unregenerate man is totally affected by sin and depravity in all that he is (Ephesians 2:1-5).  His depravity and 
inability necessitates the divine intervention of God in the work of regeneration.   
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     They laugh at His might and His power, they try to dethrone His Only Begotten Son and 
they even try to slander His name. Hey, wake up out there because not everyone loves God. 
Nevertheless, Glory to His Name, I am glad that I am numbered among the living where the 
choice has been made the vote has been given. The die has been cast, in eternity past from 
the foundation of the world.  I know He loves me, because that is the only way I could love 
Him. I love Him, praise God, Glory to His Name, how about you, because not everybody 
loves Him.  
 
     That is true, not everybody loves God. However, He loves all that are His. Remember I 
said that He loves all of His the same, but not everybody loves Him the same. You might ask, 
Preacher do you really think that there are people who love God more than others? 
Absolutely, It is hard for me to believe, and if you are going to try and convince me you’re 
going’ have to bring your lunch: because it is going to’ take you a long, long time to 
convince me. That somebody that goes to Church on Easter, Mother’s Day, Christmas, and 
Homecomings, and that is it. You’ll have a hard time convincing me that, that Easter 
Sunday, Mother’s Day, Christmas, and Homecoming Baptist loves the LORD as much as 
somebody who’s in Church every time the doors are open. You say well Church 
membership and attendance do not tell everything! 
No but it tells a whole a lot, Amen!  
 
     It is hard for me to believe that people that do not study His Word. People that do not 
walk in His way, people that do not work in His vineyard, really love Him as much as others 
that do. I do not want to be like that; I want to scoot up close to the Master and be the one 
known as the one whom Jesus loved. You say Preacher now what does all that really mean? 
If that does not mean that Jesus did love him and didn’t love the others; and if that doesn’t 
mean that He didn’t love him more than He loved the others, than what does it mean? I’ll 
tell you exactly what it means; It means that John went deeper; It means that John went 
further; Let me use this term – He cultivated a more intimate, close and personal relation- 
ship with the Master. He crawled right up and leaned on the bosom of the Sovereign Lord of 
Glory. 
 
     I want you to note that word leaning. It is not the strong who lean upon the weak but 
rather it is the weak who lean upon the strong. It is not the shepherd that leans upon his 
sheep, but it is His sheep that lean upon the Good Shepherd. The bosom of Jesus is the 
place. The blessed bosom of the Sovereign is the place of instruction. John was near his 
Master, and so heard His words, all His words. His ear was close to His mouth. His attitude 
was this, ‘Speak, Lord; for Thy servant heareth.’ There are millions of souls who are utterly 
careless about hearing Christ’s words, and yet the words, which He has spoken, the same 
will judge them at the last day. Others, too, are unwilling to be taught by Christ. 
 
     The blessed bosom of the Sovereign is the place of friendship. John never calls himself by 
his own name in his gospel, but always ‘the disciple whom Jesus loved.’ Abraham was the 
friend of God, and John was the friend of Jesus. He belonged, as it were, to the innermost 
circle of His friends. You will need a friend some day. You may be healthy and happy now, 
but dark clouds will come, and voices will be hushed, and chairs will be vacant, and hearts  
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will be rent, and hot tears will flow. Your sorrow will lie too deep for human aid. Then, in 
that hour of desolation and loneliness, you will need a friend. Seek the pitiful Friend of 
sinners now, and in the hour of your distress He will arise and save you. 
 
     The blessed bosom of the Sovereign is the place of peace. He says to His people, ‘In the 
world ye shall have tribulation.’ We have found that true. Nevertheless, He promises that in 
Him we shall have peace, and when we lean on Him we find that true too! 
 
     The blessed bosom of the Sovereign is the place of sweet manifestation. He manifests 
Himself to His people, as He does not to the world. Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither 
have entered into the heart of man by nature the things Christ reveals to those who lean on 
Him. 
 
     The blessed bosom of the Sovereign is the place of safety. Those who are hidden there 
cannot perish; they are ‘safe in the arms of Jesus.’ ‘Neither shall any pluck them out of My 
hand,’ said the Saviour, and His word cannot be broken, His promise cannot fail. The 
mountains may depart and the hills be removed, but nothing can ever destroy the weakest 
soul that clings to Christ. 
 
     John had found that place.  While others were just satisfied being in the same city, while 
others were just satisfied being in the same room, while others were just satisfied being at 
the same table; that wasn’t good enough for John; He wanted more. He crawled right up in 
His lap, laid his head on His bosom; listened to the heartbeat of God, and felt the sweet 
warm breath of Heaven.  Now there is a deeper depth. There is a higher height, there is a 
closer walk, and so John was known as the Disciple whom Jesus Loved. Because He wanted 
more than a religion, he wanted a relationship. I want to show you the difference, how we 
can even have that special title; “The Disciple Whom Jesus Loved.” In addition, every time 
you see that phrase – You will see the characteristic of that person, “The Disciple Whom 
Jesus Loved.” 
 
     The first one is right here in our key text from John chapter thirteen. “Now there was 
leaning on Jesus' bosom, one,”11 How many did the Bible say? Just one! The thought comes to 
my mind, how come all of them was not there? I don’t believe that the LORD had a sign up 
saying, only John is welcome, but the rest of you back sliders stay away. No Sir, they all 
could have got there, but little John made it his aim. Are you ready for this: The Disciple 
Whom Jesus loved, they sit where the others do not sit. 
 
    I would like you to picture this, if you can.  They are all in the Upper Room. Here they are 
at the LORD’s Supper table; Christ is about to institute Communion; He will be headed to 
Calvary in a little while; to bleed, suffer and die as the ransom for many. This is the last 
night on this earth their going to spend with Jesus.  
 
 
 
 
__________________________________________  
11Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), John 13:23a. 
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     Is it possible they could have been Baptist? Because all they could think about was who 
is going to be first. They were fusing about who was number one, more concerned about 
who was the big cheese in the group! This almost sounds like a 2012 Preacher’s Conference 
to me; ‘I wanna’ be first, I wanna’ be first, ask Him if I can be first’. Son I am telling you the 
contention, the jealously, the envy in that upper room is so thick you can cut it with a knife. 
Nevertheless, there is little John, he crawled up in His lap, laid His head on Heaven’s Bosom. 
Praise God! I want to Sit where the others don’t sit, so when He sees me, He will be pleased. 
 
     Up in that Upper Room that night at that Table!  You got one fellow; running his mouth 
110 miles an hour, saying I will go all the way, I will die for you, Lord you can count on me! 
Moreover, He is the first one to jump ship, just before the rooster crowed. Then on the 
other side of the table, there is fellow in the back of his mind, deviously counting the money 
that He is going to get for betraying the Master. While all around about the table are the 
others; position seekers, and fault finders. 
 
    However, right smack dab in the middle of that crowd. There is one, ‘John’ that has done 
crawled up in His lap, he has placed his head on His Bosom of the Sovereign, and every time 
Jesus breathed, he felt the hot breath of Heaven. Listening to the Heart Beat of God. He is 
not worried about being First. He is not worried about being number one. He is not plotting 
His betrayal. He is not contemplating His denial. He is not thinking about doubting. His not 
even bragging on his Spirituality. He is just sitting in his lap, leaning on His Bosom of His 
Omnipotent, Sovereign Lord. He is as close as you can get! The Disciple whom Jesus loved. 
 
     The disciples known by such titles they sit where the others do not sit. You see they were 
all Disciples: The eleven, they were all Called Disciples; they were all Chosen Disciples, and 
they were all sincere.  It is just that one of them was a little bit more serious than the 
others. The Disciple Whom Jesus loved, they sit where the others do not sit.  Now, you can 
sit there if you want to, but I want to get just as close as I can get.  
 
Now let us jump forward to John chapter nineteen. Do you know where you are at now? 
You are at the Cross, you are at Calvary! Have you ever noticed that the closer Jesus got to 
Calvary, the fewer followers He had?  It is amazing what hard times will do to thin out the 
crowd.  An old whipping post, a crown of thorns, and three rusty nails, and they are all gone 
but one man. 
 
     “When Jesus therefore saw his mother, and the disciple standing by, whom he loved, he 
saith unto his mother, Woman, behold thy son! Then saith he to the disciple, Behold thy 
mother! And from that hour that disciple took her unto his own home.”12When reading John 
19:26-27, I have sometimes asked myself the question; now where did they all go? Where is 
Peter? Denied! Where is Thomas? Doubting! Where is Judas? Dead! By the time He got to 
Calvary there wasn’t anybody left, Except His weeping Mother, Mary; two other weeping 
Mary’s and just one of His disciples. The Disciple Whom Jesus loved. 
 
 

__________________________________________  
12Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), John 19:26-27. 
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     The disciples known by such titles they sit where the others do not sit and they will 
stand when the others will not stand.  You watch and wait, as long as everything is all right, 
they all be right there. However, you let those thorns get pushed down you let that rope 
stretch. You let the sound of that hammer ring out and that and that Cross thump into the 
ground. Then look around, you will still find a few standing by the Cross. There will still be 
some that are standing right and do you know why they are standing right?  Because they 
had found that place. The Disciple Whom Jesus loved, they sit where the others do not sit. 
The Disciple Whom Jesus loved, they stand when the others do not stand. 
 
     Now let us jump forward once again. The work has been accomplished. Christ has cried 
out His victorious cry for His sheep, “It is finished!”13 His body has been laid in the 
borrowed tomb, but three days later, He has risen.  Yet the fear, dread, and the doubt is still 
running ramped within the group of His disciples.  He had revealed Himself unto them, yet 
He was not constantly with them like He was prior to the cross.  So the disciples go back to 
doing what they know, they have gone fishing.  
 

“After this Jesus revealed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of 
Tiberias, and he revealed himself in this way. 2 Simon Peter, Thomas 
(called the Twin), Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and 
two others of his disciples were together. 3 Simon Peter said to them, “I 
am going fishing.” They said to him, “We will go with you.” They went 
out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing.”14 

 
     Can you picture this scene now? Christ has risen, and the disciples have went fishing. All 
night long and nothing!  When the morning was now come, they turned away; to follow 
Peter on the Disciples of the Deep Fishing Tournament! Do you think Jesus stood on the 
shore and said you bunch of backsliders, what are you doing?  No my friend, it is only 
untamed preachers in the flesh that talk like that! 
 
     Let us just see what the LORD said unto them from John chapter twenty-one;  
 

“But when the morning was now come, Jesus stood on the shore: but the 
disciples knew not that it was Jesus. 5 Then Jesus saith unto them, 
Children, have ye any meat? They answered him, No. 6 And he said unto 
them, Cast the net on the right side of the ship, and ye shall find. They 
cast therefore, and now they were not able to draw it for the multitude 
of fishes. 7 Therefore that disciple whom Jesus loved saith unto Peter, It 
is the Lord.”15 

 
 

__________________________________________  
13Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), John 19:30. 
 
14 English Standard Version, ESV Reformation Study Bible, (Orlando: Reformation Trust of Ligonier Ministries, 2015), 
John 21:1-3. 
 
15Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), John 21:4-7. 
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     This is a dark moment for the disciples, especially Peter.  Peter, in his restlessness, thinks 
of his old occupation. There was nothing sinful about fishing, but it does seem as though 
going fishing at this time, when they should have been waiting for the manifestation of the 
Lord, implies the activity of the flesh. We are often times as Peter and the other disciples. 
We do not sit where we should sit, nor do we stand where we should stand. On the 
contrary, we would rather do almost anything than wait quietly on God. That is the nature 
of our fallen flesh.  
 
     Therefore, the flesh led Peter to say ‘I go a fishing.’  When he should have been waiting 
upon the Lord. It is a long time no doubt, since he had the opportunity to visit the old 
haunts, perhaps not since he was called to become a fisher of men. In Peter’s worry and 
doubt because he had denied the Master, perhaps he thought, “There is not much chance of 
that now. It might have been different if I had proved true when the time of testing came. I 
can hardly expect Him to trust me now to fish for men, so I had better go back to my old 
occupation.” So in his flesh, he goes back to doing what he knows.  
 
The others spoke up and said, “Well, we will go with you.” They toiled all night and caught 
nothing. That must have reminded Peter of another occasion-that time, over three years 
before, when the Lord had called him from his boat. Their labor was fruitless and there 
were no results. When the morning was come, Jesus stood on the shore: but the disciples 
knew not that it was Jesus. They were drawing near the shore with their empty nets and 
suddenly they saw a strange figure emerging from the mists. They did not recognize Him. 
He called to them, as they were still some little way from land. “Children, have ye any meat? 
They answered him, no.”16 

 
He would make them realize and confess how utterly empty they really were and how the 
nights fishing had gone for nothing. He called to them again, “Cast the net on the right side of 
the ship, and ye shall find.”17 In obedience to the stranger’s command, they cast their nets in 
again and now they were not able to draw it for the multitude of fishes. With John special 
relationship with the Lord, sitting where the others did not sit and standing when the 
others would not stand.  He was able to see what the others could not see. John knew that 
the Master of the sea, the Creator of the universe, and the Sovereign Lord of all was the only 
One who could call the treasure of the deep into their nets. He was the Creator of the fish 
that they had taken in accordance with His Word. 
 
     “Therefore that disciple whom Jesus loved saith unto Peter, It is the Lord.”18   Such as title 
given to a young man with such a great love for his Master.  What a term of endearment, 
because The Disciple Whom Jesus loved, will sit where the others do not sit. The Disciple 
Whom Jesus loved, will stand when the others will not stand. Moreover, The Disciple Whom 
Jesus loved, will see what the others will not see. 
 

__________________________________________  
16Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), John 21:5. 
 

17 Ibid., John 21:6a. 
 

18 Ibid., John 21:7. 
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