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Gospel of John 

John 4:1-26

Worshipping the Father

in spirit and truth 

All Bible Verses are in the ESV Version (unless noted)

© 2001–2016 Crossway. 

All rights reserved. 

All emphasis added/insertions are mine 2



John 4:16-26

Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come 
here.” 17The woman answered him, “I have no 
husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, 
‘I have no husband’; 18for you have had five 
husbands, and the one you now have is not your 
husband. What you have said is true.” 19The woman 
said to him, “Sir, I perceive that you are a prophet. 
20Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, but you 
say that in Jerusalem is the place where people 
ought to worship.” 21Jesus said to her, “Woman, 
believe me, the hour is coming when neither on this 
mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the 
Father. 
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John 4:16-26

22You worship what you do not know; we worship 

what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23But 

the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true 

worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and 

truth, for the Father is seeking such people to 

worship him. 24God is spirit, and those who worship 

him must worship in spirit and truth.” 25The woman 

said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming (he who 

is called Christ). When he comes, he will tell us all 

things.” 26Jesus said to her, “I who speak to you am 

he.”
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16 Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come here.” 

17The woman answered him, “I have no husband.” Jesus said 

to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I have no husband’; 18for 

you have had five husbands, and the one you now have is not 

your husband. What you have said is true.”

20Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, but you say that in 

Jerusalem is the place where people ought to worship.” 

21Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming 

when neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you 

worship the Father. 

22You worship what you do not know; we worship what we 

know, for salvation is from the Jews.
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23But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true 
worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the 
Father is seeking such people to worship him.

24God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in 
spirit and truth.”

• The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, 
for they are folly to him, and he is not able to understand them 
because they are spiritually discerned.1 Cor 2:14

• John 1:14 And the Word become flesh and dwelt among us, and 
we have seen/beheld his glory, glory as of the only Son from the 
Father, full of grace and truth. 

25The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming (he 
who is called Christ). When he comes, he will tell us all things.” 
26Jesus said to her, “I who speak to you am he.”
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