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Wonderful Counselor 
 
One of the most heart-wrenching stories of people-malpractice that I have ever heard occurred 
years ago, in California during a call-in radio program.  That evening a licensed psychologist 
joined the program to give advice on the various and sundry issues facing people seeking help. 
At one point during the program a twenty-something year old man, quite despondent, called in 
looking for help. 
 
As he talked he related that as a teenager he lived with his mother and little sister having been 
abandoned by their dad/husband.  Because his mom worked various shifts at her job, most of 
the time he was left alone with his sister such that he had become her primary care giver 
(which he resented). 
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One weekend his mom asked him to go to town and pick up some groceries; the errand wasn’t 
so bad because it gave him free time to be alone, away from the hassles of life, his broken 
home, and his little sister. As he bolted out the door with the car keys in hand, his heart sank 
when he heard his mom say, “And bring your sister; I’m sick of her whining!” 
 
Well so was he… so he thought he’d teacher her a lesson.  On the way into town he drove like 
a madman: speeding down the road… taking corners way too fast… slamming on the brakes… 
and jerking the car around with the wheel!  It wasn’t long before his sister was yelling at him 
with tears rolling down her cheeks, “Tommie! Stop! STOP!”   
 
Tommie would stop… when he lost control of the car and ran it into a tree.  When he came to 
his senses, he was covered in glass and blood with the heavy scent of gasoline in the air.  He 
managed to escape seconds before the car was engulfed in flames.  The last words he ever 
heard his sister say as the flames overtook her were, “Tommie! I love you!” 
 
After relating this tragic event to the radio psychologist, he asked the woman, “Can you help 
me?”  I’ll never forget her response… after a long pause she said, “No!” With that they went to 
a commercial break. 
 
As shocking as her response may seem, as I think about it, what could she tell him? Outside of 
medication, I can’t imagine anything in this world that could help a person face the demons 
that no doubt haunted this man on account of this tragedy.  Yet that is why I am so thankful 
that God did NOT abandon this world to its sin, misery, and brokenness.  Jesus came to the 
earth to save men and women just like Tommie- those who are the: 
 

• Broken.  
• Miserable.   
• Despondent.  
• Hopeless! 

 
Today we are looking at Isaiah 9 and another important title that our Lord bears as our Savior, 
“Wonderful Counselor”!  
 
We considered this a couple of weeks ago in conjunction with Isaiah 7, so I will not go into any 
detail here.  However, that we might all be on the same page, recall that in 1051 BC Saul 
became the first king of Israel and the Theocracy now had a human leader.  Throughout the 
reign of Saul, David, and Solomon the kingdom of Israel remained unified.  But with the death 
of Solomon, and the promised cruel treatment of the people by Rehoboam, in 931 BC the 
nation of Israel divided into two kingdoms: Israel in the North ruled by Jeroboam and Judah in 
the South led by Rehoboam. 
 
All things went along relatively easy for Judah (the southern kingdom) until 734 BC.  Around 
this time, the countries north of Judah began to feel the threat of Assyria.  As a result, they 
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joined together to form a military coalition in order to present a unified front to Assyria.  
However, Judah (the southern kingdom), under king Ahaz, refused to join.  And so, the 
northern kings came against Judah to depose Ahaz and place a king on the throne who would 
join their anti-Assyrian league (Isaiah 7:1-2, 6).  Accordingly, Isaiah was commanded to meet 
Ahaz and give him and God’s people a message which included a sign that God truly would 
deliver them if they would trust Him.  What was the sign? The Sign of Immanuel (cf. Isaiah 
7:14; 8:4, 8, 10)! 
 
Now because of the nature of prophecy, we know that this “sign” had a dual fulfillment:  A 
sign to the people of God in 734 BC, there would be the birth of a prince whose growth would 
signify the demise of Judah’s enemies.  And yet in the wisdom and power of God, we know 
from Matthew 1:23 that Isaiah 7:14 is also a prophecy of Jesus Christ whose birth signified the 
demise of our enemy- Satan. 
 
All of this is important background because in our text, Isaiah elaborates further on the 
promised “child” of Matthew 1 (not Isaiah 7)! The Baby whose birth would signify the demise of 
our enemies in chapter 7 is here described as a gift of grace to God’s people.  With that, notice 
the specifics of Isaiah 9:6. 
 

Isaiah 9:6, “For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; and the government 
will rest on His shoulders; and His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 
God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.” 

 
The title that we are going to focus on is “Wonderful Counselor.” Literally this means 
“wondrous counselor”! The word for “counselor” (ָיַעץ [yāʿaṣ]) references one who gives 
advice, and thus, one who imparts wisdom.  For example, when the task of leadership was too 
great for Moses, Jethro suggested a plan that would enable Moses to care for the people of 
God; this plan was known as the “counsel” of Jethro (Exodus 18:19).  
 
Rehoboam rejected the “counsel” of his father’s advisors to his detriment.  Instead he 
followed the “counsel” of his contemporaries which resulted in the split of the nation! (1 Kings 
12:8-13) 
 
 
Absalom rejected the militarily wise “counsel” of Ahithophel in favor of the folly advised by 
Hushai (which Hushai purposed as he was a secret ally of David). (2 Samuel 17:12-14) 
 
And thus, in the Hebrew, “counselor” references one who gives practical advice regarding life: 
advice concerning war, battle, strategy, leadership, marriage, parenting, relationships, service, 
and much, much more! And yet there is more here! In the book of Isaiah, the primary 
connotation behind “counselor” is that of a statesman who advises kings.  The significance of 
this in our current context is made evident when you remember that in Christ, WE have 
become kings and queens! We’ll come back to this! 
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Now, to the people receiving this message from Isaiah, one of their greatest needs was for a 
good “Counselor”! Recall, the “Counselors” of the recent past who had the ear of the king were 
corrupt and worthless, (cf. Isaiah 1:23, 26; 3:3; 5:21).  King Ahaz, per his counselors, had 
already plunged the Southern kingdom into two different military conflicts, both of which 
resulted in great bloodshed and loss, (2 Chronicles 28:5ff).  These same Northern kingdoms 
were about to attack yet again, and Ahaz was quacking in his boots (Isaiah 7:2)!   
 
And beyond this immediate threat, there was the growing and very real threat of the Assyrians!  
Clearly WHAT WAS NEEDED at this time was a wise “counselor”- one who could be trusted, 
whose advice was sound, and who had the glory of God and the welfare of God’s people in 
mind! That was the need! So WHAT WOULD THE PEOPLE GET? Notice the text, in Immanuel 
they would get a: WONDERFUL counselor: the word for “wonderful” comes from the Hebrew 
 In Scripture, it refers to the actions of God, and thus something that is  .(pele) ֶּפֶלא
mysterious, unusual, beyond human capabilities, and so something that awakens astonishment 
on the part of man.  For example, when Manoah asked for the name of the Angel of the Lord, 
the Angel did not answer because his name was “wonderful”- i.e., incomprehensible, 
unknowable (Judges 13:18)! In other words, the Angel was identifying Himself as God saying, “I 
can’t tell you who I am; you could not understand!” That is the word used in our text! 
 
Notice in the Psalter, the word frequently is used as the basis for the praise that is due to God, 
“He is Wonderful” ... 
 

Psalm 78:1-4, “Listen, O my people, to my instruction; incline your ears to the words of 
my mouth.  I will open my mouth in a parable; I will utter dark sayings of old [not 
sinful, but incomprehensible], which we have heard and known, and our fathers have 
told us.  We will not conceal them from their children, but tell to the generation to 
come the praises of the Lord, and His strength and His WONDROUS WORKS that He has 
done” 

 
The Psalmist then goes on to tell of the “wondrous works” of God which are detailed as: 
 

• The giving of His word, v. 5.   
• The redemption of God’s people from Egypt, v. 12.   
• The plagues, vv. 43ff.   
• The parting of the sea, v. 13.   
• The leading of the people of God by the cloud and fire, v. 14.   
• The food and water in the desert, vv. 15-33.   
• The forgiveness for their many sins of rebellion, v. 38.   
• The conquering of the Promised Land, v. 54.   
• The destruction of those who apostatized, v. 63ff.   
• The giving of a shepherd- a king- to oversee His people, v. 70. 

 
Psalms 105:1-4, “Oh give thanks to the Lord, call upon His name; make known His deeds 
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among the peoples.  Sing to Him, sing praise to Him; speak of all His WONDERS.  Glory in 
His holy name...” 

 
Again, the Psalmist goes on to tell of the “wondrous deeds” of God: 
 

• The remembering of His covenant in the face of open rebellion, vv. 8ff.   
• The fulfilling of His word, v. 19.   
• The multiplying of Israel into a nation, v. 24.   
• All the events surrounding the Exodus, the parting of the Red Sea, and the wilderness 

wanderings, vv. 27ff. 
 
That which unites these passages1 is the “Wondrous Deeds” of God- those acts that ONLY God 
can do; and so Divine acts, eternal acts, omnipotent acts, acts that go beyond human 
comprehension!   
 
And so, at a time when the back of God’s anointed King was against the wall such that he did 
NOT know what to do, God promised to send NOT simply a wise counselor or a good counselor, 
BUT a “Divine Counselor”- and so one who whose words would be: 
 

• Perfect.   
• Righteous.   
• Complete.  
• Infallible- unable to lead astray.   
• Holy.  
• Inviolable. 

 
Truly, the sign of hope and comfort to both king and people struggling with “which way to go?” 
and “what should we do?” is the raising up of One who would lead NOT as a representative of 
God, BUT as God Himself!  That is what we have in the Christ of Christmas!  Isaiah speaking 
of this child said: 
 

Isaiah 60:1-3, “Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen 
upon you.  For behold, darkness will cover the earth, and deep darkness the peoples; 
but the Lord will rise upon you...” 

 
The Christ of Christmas is our “wondrous Counselor” who leads His people from darkness into 
light, from danger to safety, and from death into life!  In fact, notice the context of the text at 
which we are looking:   
 

Isaiah 9:2, “The people who walk in darkness will see a great light; those who live in a 
dark land, the light will shine on them.” 

 
And so, when we say that Christmas is the celebration of Christ’s birth, recognize the meaning 
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of this birth. To a king and people whose: 
 

• Way is difficult and dark.   
• Path leads only to death.   
• Life is shrouded in mystery and despair.  
• Surroundings are anything but safe.  

 
Jesus Christ, the “wisdom of God” (1 Corinthians 1:24), is the “Wondrous Counselor” who came 
to this earth to lead and so direct us unto the light of God’s kingdom! 
 
And so Christmas ultimately is a celebration of the reception of this message! Understand that 
when Jesus Christ came into this world, He came to a people: 
 

• Enslaved to Satan, Hebrews 2:14.  
• Spiritually blind, 1 Corinthians 2:14.   
• Dead, Ephesians 2:1.   
• Without hope, Ephesians 2:12.   
• Sinful, Romans 3:10-18, 23.  
• Miserable, Revelations 3:17.   
• Poor, 2 Corinthians 8:9.   
• Blind, Revelations 3:17.   
• Held captive by the prince of the power of the air, Ephesians 3:2. 

 
And yet, as Wonderful Counselor Christ broke the power of death (Hebrews 2:14), conquered 
Satan (Gen. 3:15), and set free His prisoners (Ephesians 4:8).  Thus, no longer need we wander 
in darkness not knowing how or where to go.  Rather, our Captain and Pilot is the Christ, our 
Divine Counselor, who leads us according to the will of God! 
 
And yet, it is at this very point that you and I, like the people of old, are so quick to abandon 
Him!  God has saved us to be a people under God, that is, ones who live according to the 
Word of God.  Consider the “Law of the King” given to us in Deuteronomy. 
 

Deuteronomy 17:18-20, “Now it shall come about when he sits on the throne of his 
kingdom, he shall write for himself a copy of this law on a scroll in the presence of the 
Levitical priests.  And it shall be with him, and he shall read it all the days of his life, 
that he may learn to fear the Lord his God, by carefully observing all the words of this 
law and these statutes, that his heart may not be lifted up above his countrymen and 
that he may not turn aside from the commandment, to the right or the left; in order 
that he and his sons may continue long in his kingdom in the midst of Israel.” 

 
As Kings and Queens of God’s Kingdom, how we ought to be men and women who strive to 
submit ourselves to the word of God! It is so sad that today, so many Christians ignore God’s 
word, and so our Wondrous Counselor, in our battle against Satan, the world, and the flesh! 
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Christ in His word tells us what to think, how to live, how reality works, AND WE NEGLECT IT 
complaining that it is boring!   In this regard, I love the words of J. R. Miller: 
 

A young lady purchased a book and read a few pages, but was not interested in it.  
Some months afterwards she met the author and a tender friendship sprang up, 
ripening into love and marriage.  Then the book was dull no longer.  Every sentence 
had a charm for her heart.  Love was the interpreter!  
 
In the same way, to those who do not know Christ personally, the Bible seems dry and 
uninteresting.  But when they learn to know Him and to love Him, then all is changed! 
The deeper their love for Him becomes, the more do the sacred pages glow with beauty 
and light! (Miller, 2016) 
 

Indeed! To the degree, you endeavor to know Christ, to fellowship with Him, to seek genuinely 
to delight in His name, this book will be anything BUT boring! It will be to you as an oasis in the 
desert! 
 

Psalms 1:1-3, “How blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked, 
nor stand in the path of sinners, nor sit in the seat of scoffers! But his delight is in the 
law of the Lord, and in His law he meditates day and night.  [Notice the metaphor the 
Psalmist used to describe the activity of delighting in God through His word…] And he 
will be like a tree firmly planted by streams of water [that is what the word of God will 
become to you; notice the result…], which yields its fruit in its season, and its leaf does 
not wither; and in whatever he does, he prospers.” 

 
Family of God, do you understand? The word of God is much more than a set of dos and don’ts; 
it is that which sustains us in a dark and weary land!  Thus, Moses exhorted the people of God 
who had great cause for consternation regarding the future.  
 

Deuteronomy 29:29, “The secret things [concerning the future] belong to the Lord our 
God, but the things revealed [the word of God] belong to us and to our sons forever, 
that we may observe all the words of this law.” 

 
As Christ is our Wonderful Counselor, we have been given this book as a Divinely-wrought and 
authoritative guide to navigate the various and sundry providences of life unto His glory and 
our good! 
 
I love the story of the boy princes of Russia. The throne of Russia was once occupied by two boy 
princes; they were brothers.  As such, they sat side by side in court and gave their decisions on 
the gravest questions.  Their judgments were so wise and practical, that men marveled that 
princes so young and inexperienced could know so much about life.  But the secret was that 
behind the throne where they sat, hidden by a thin veil, was the Princess Sophia.  She heard 
the cases which were brought to them, and she gave the decisions which her two boys would 
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then deliver.  This should be the position the word of God hold in our lives. Recall Christ’s 
response to the devil in one of the temptations: 
 

Matthew 4:4, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that 
proceeds out of the mouth of God.’” 

 
Real life, true life comes from apprehending and so living in accord with God and His word! For 
indeed, isn’t that what God’s word is? It is nothing less than a description of reality and so a 
portal unto life, health, and so the realization of what God would have us be as we co-reign 
with Him in His Kingdom! Govern your life according to it, and your path will be straight 
(Proverbs 3:5-6)! To live by this “wondrous counsel” is to know life indeed! 
 
But you say, “It’s a difficult book! At times I do fine, but then I come across a passage 
incomprehensible to me! Soon I get discouraged and before long, I quit!”  In this regard, I love 
the word of Charles Spurgeon: 
 

An old man once said, “For a long period I puzzled myself about the difficulties of 
Scripture, until at last I came to the resolution that reading the Bible is like eating fish.  
When I find a difficulty, I lay it aside, and call it a bone.  Why should I choke on the 
bone when there is so much nutritious meat for me? Someday, perhaps, I may find that 
even the bone may afford me nourishment!” 

 
Family of God, don’t allow any excuse to get in the way of sitting at the feet of Christ and 
fellowshipping with His Wondrous Counsel! If you come across a difficult passage, by all means 
lay it aside! In time you may come back to it and discover it no longer is difficult!  How could 
that be so? Listen to the exhortation God gave to Joshua, the next leader of His people: 
 

Joshua 1:8, “This book of the law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall 
meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do according to all that is 
written in it; for then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have 
success.” 

 
It is hard to overestimate the importance of meditating on the truth of God’s word.  Notice 
from this text that it was NOT the reading of God’s word that would provide for success in 
Joshua’s life, BUT the meditating upon it! 
 
Indeed! It is NOT enough to read the word of God; we must reflect upon it, mull it over, and so 
mine its gold! When we do this, difficult truths become very practical! In this regard, consider 
the advice of Thomas Watson: 
 

Meditation without reading is erroneous; reading without meditation is barren.  
Meditation is the bellows of the affection.  The reason we come away so cold from 
reading the Word is because we do not warm ourselves at the fire of meditation. 
(Watson, 1992) 
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Toward that end, let me encourage you to labor at building the word of God into your lives.  
How do we do this? 
 

• First, we must read/study it regularly! If you don’t have a system where you daily read 
the word of God, let me encourage you to find one!   

• Now assuming you are reading/studying the word daily, let me encourage you again 
with three questions to ask of any text:  

o First Question: What does the passage say? Ask this of any text you are reading 
and endeavor to attain an overall understanding of what the text is saying.   

o Second Question: What truth struck you? To answer this, you will next want to 
identify the various truths that your particular passage is teaching.   

o Third Question: Take one of the truths from question #2 and ask: If I was living in 
light of that truth yesterday (last week, month, year), what difference would that 
have made? 

• While these questions could be asked and answered of any text in a single sitting, don’t 
be bothered if it takes a week to get through them in your study of God’s word.  That’s 
O.K. What we are after is making sure that we are men and women who submit 
themselves to the Wonderful Counsel of God’s word!  
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