
In the World, But Not of the World 
John 17:9-18 

 

 

 In John 17:9-18 our Lord Jesus Christ prayed for His disciples, saying, “I pray for them: I 

pray not for the world, but for them which thou hast given me; for they are thine.  And all mine 

are thine, and thine are mine; and I am glorified in them.  And now I am no more in the world, 

but these are in the world, and I come to thee.  Holy Father, keep through thine own name those 

whom thou hast given me, that they may be one, as we are.  While I was with them in the world, 

I kept them in thy name: those that thou gavest me I have kept, and none of them is lost, but the 

son of perdition; that the scripture might be fulfilled.  And now come I to thee; and these things I 

speak in the world, that they might have my joy fulfilled in themselves.  I have given them thy 

word; and the world hath hated them, because they are not of the world, even as I am not of the 

world.  I pray not that thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that thou shouldest keep 

them from the evil.  They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world.  Sanctify them 

through thy truth: thy word is truth.  As thou hast sent me into the world, even so have I also sent 

them into the world.” 

 

 On the last evening before His crucifixion, our Lord Jesus Christ gathered with His disciples in 

an upper room in order to celebrate the Passover with them.  During that time, He taught them 

some important truths concerning the means for spiritual success in their daily walk as believers 

after He would depart from them.  This teaching is recorded in John 13-14.  Then at the conclusion 

of their Passover celebration, Jesus and His disciples departed from the upper room in order to 

travel unto the Mount of Olives and the Garden of Gethsemane for a time of prayer.  Along the 

way our Lord Jesus Christ continued to instruct His disciples concerning their daily walk as 

believers, and this instruction is recorded in John 15-16.   

 

 Then, just as they were coming to the garden, our Lord Jesus Christ “lifted up his eyes to 

heaven” in prayer unto God the Father, and delivered a prayer that encompasses the entirety of 

John 17.  Within this prayer our Lord Jesus Christ prayed concerning various matters, including 

His relationship with the Father, His disciples’ relationship with Him and the Father, and His 

disciples’ relationship with one another.  In fact, throughout this prayer our Lord primarily 

expressed his burden, not only for the disciples who were with him at that time, but also for all 

future believers who would believe on Him through the word of the gospel.  Even so, in verse 9 

He prayed, saying, “I pray for them: I pray not for the world, but for them which thou hast given 

me; for they are thine.”  Then again in verse 20 he prayed, saying, “Neither pray I for these 

alone, but for them also which shall believe on me through their word.” 

 

 Furthermore, within this prayer our Lord revealed six truths concerning our relationship as 

believers unto this present world.  In this message let us consider those six truths.  Yet we shall 

not consider them in the actual order that we encounter them in John 17.  Rather, we shall 

consider them in a logical order concerning how each of these truths is related to the others. 

 

 

 

 



I. Being in the World 

 

 As our Lord Jesus Christ delivered this prayer, He understood that His time of ministry 

upon this earth was coming to its conclusion.  In verse 4 He stated in prayer unto the Father, “I 

have glorified thee on the earth: I have finished the work which thou gavest me to do.”  

Indeed, the record of Jesus’ gathering with His disciples in the upper room began in John 

13:1 as follows, “Now before the feast of the passover, when Jesus knew that his hour was 

come that he should depart out of this world unto the Father, having loved his own which 

were in the world, he loved them unto the end.”  He knew that He would be crucified the 

next day.  He knew that He would be buried, and that He would rise again from the dead on 

the third day.  He knew that forty days after His resurrection He would ascend into heaven 

to sit at the right hand of God the Father.  Thus He warned His disciples in John 13:33, 

“Little children, yet a little while I am with you. Ye shall seek me: and as I said unto the 

Jews, Whither I go, ye cannot come; so now I say to you.”  Again He informed and warned 

His disciples in John 16:28, “I came forth from the Father, and am come into the world: 

again, I leave the world, and go to the Father.”   

 

 Even so, in John 17:11-13 our Lord Jesus Christ prayed unto the Father, saying, “And now I 

am no more in the world, but these are in the world, and I come to thee. Holy Father, keep 

through thine own name those whom thou hast given me, that they may be one, as we are.  

While I was with them in the world, I kept them in thy name: those that thou gavest me I have 

kept, and none of them is lost, but the son of perdition; that the scripture might be fulfilled.  

And now come I to thee; and these things I speak in the world, that they might have my joy 

fulfilled in themselves.”  For a time our Lord Jesus Christ had ministered upon the earth and 

had walked physically with His disciples.  During that time, He had guided them in the truth 

and had guarded them with the truth.  Yet now His time of ministry upon the earth was coming 

to an end, and He would soon be departing unto the Father.  Furthermore, He would be leaving 

His disciples behind “in the world.”  This was His purpose for them – that they should live 

out their lives “in the world.”  In fact, He even prayed specifically in John 17:15, saying, 

“I pray not that thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that thou shouldest keep 

them from the evil.”  This then is also our Lord’s divine purpose and plan for us believers 

as His faithful disciples and servants – that we also should live out our lives “in the world.” 

 

II. Being NOT of the World 

 

 However, although we live “in the world,” we must ever remember that as believer we are 

NOT “of the world.”  In John 17:11 our Lord Jesus Christ stated concerning His disciples, 

“But these are in the world.”  Yet in John 17:14-16 our Lord added further in His prayer 

unto the Father, “I have given them thy word; and the world hath hated them, because they 

are not of the world, even as I am not of the world.  I pray not that thou shouldest take them 

out of the world, but that thou shouldest keep them from the evil.  They are not of the world, 

even as I am not of the world.”  Twice in these three verses our Lord indicated that we who 

are His disciples are “not of the world,” even as He Himself is “not of the world.”  Just as 

He was “in the world” for His ministry upon the earth, but was “not of the world” in His 

spiritual nature, even so we also are “in the world” for our ministries upon the earth, but are 

“not of the world” in our spiritual nature. 

 



 Yet what does it mean that we are “not of the world”?  Since we are “not of the world” in 

the same manner that our Lord Jesus Christ is “not of the world,” we must understand what 

it means for Him not to be “of the world” for the answer to this question.  In John 8:23 our 

Lord spoke concerning Himself in rebuke against the Jews, “And he said unto them, Ye are 

from beneath; I am from above: ye are of this world; I am not of this world.”  Then as the 

conversation continued, John 8:42-47 states, “Jesus said unto them, If God were your 

Father, ye would love me: for I proceeded forth and came from God; neither came I of 

myself, but he sent me.  Why do ye not understand my speech?  Even because ye cannot 

hear my word.  Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do.  He 

was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in 

him.  When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it.  

And because I tell you the truth, ye believe me not.  Which of you convinceth me of sin?  

And if I say the truth, why do ye not believe me?  He that is of God heareth God’s words: 

ye therefore hear them not, because ye are not of God.”   

 

 Herein our Lord Jesus Christ revealed the contrast between those who are “of this world” 

and those who are “not of this world.”  Those who are “of this world” are “from beneath.”  

They are “not of God.”  God the Father is not their spiritual Father.  Rather, they are of 

their spiritual father the devil.  However, those who are “not of this world,” even as our 

Lord Jesus Christ Himself is “not of this world,” are from above.  They are “of God.”  God 

the Father is their spiritual Father, and they are His spiritual children.  Indeed, we believers are 

“not of this world,” but are “of God,” born from above as God’s own dear children.  “But as 

many as received him [God the Son, the Lord Jesus Christ], to them gave he power to become 

the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name: which were born, not of blood, nor of 

the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.” (John 1:12-13) 

 

III.  Chosen out of the World 

 

 Indeed, the very reason that we are “not of this world” is because the Lord our God has 

chosen us “out of the world.”  In John 17:6 our Lord Jesus Christ prayer unto the Father 

concerning His disciples, saying, “I have manifested thy name unto the men which thou gavest 

me out of the world: thine they were, and thou gavest them me; and they have kept thy 

word.”  In like manner, in John 15:19 our Lord Jesus Christ stated unto them, “If ye were 

of the world, the world would love his own: but because ye are not of the world, but I have 

chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you.”  Before our salvation through 

faith in Christ, we ourselves were members of the spiritual darkness of this world; but now 

as believers we are spiritual “light in the Lord.” (See Ephesians 5:8)  Our Lord Jesus Christ 

“gave himself for our sins, that he might deliver us from this present evil world, according 

to the will of God and our Father.” (Galatians 1:4)  Yea, by our Lord Jesus Christ as our 

crucified Savior, this world is spiritually crucified unto us; and we are spiritually crucified 

unto this world. (See Galatians 6:14) 

 

 Even so, we give thanks unto God our heavenly Father, “which hath made us meet to be 

partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light: who hath delivered us from the power of 

darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son.” (Colossians 1:12-13)   

 

 



 Indeed, we believers are now “a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a 

peculiar people; that [we] should shew forth the praises of him who hath called [us] out of 

darkness into his marvellous light: which in time past were not a people, but are now the 

people of God: which had not obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy.” (1 Peter 2:9-10) 

 

IV. Sent into the World 

 

 Yet although we have been spiritually chosen “out of the world,” so that we are “not of the 

world,” but are the children of God, our Lord has sent us as witnesses and ministers “into 

the world.”  In John 17:18 our Lord Jesus Christ prayed, saying, “As thou hast sent me 

into the world, even so have I also sent them into the world.”  Just as God the Father sent 

God the Son into the world in order that He might minister unto the world, even so God the 

Son has sent us believers into the world in order that we should minister unto the world.  

Just as God the Son was sent into the world in order “to seek and to save that which was 

lost” (See Luke 19:10), even so we believers have been sent into the world in order to 

preach the gospel unto the lost.  Indeed, in Mark 16:15 our Lord delivered His commission 

unto His disciples, a commission that extends unto all of us believers, “And he said unto 

them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.” 

 

V. Hated by the World 

 

 However, as we go forth into the world in order to minister unto the world with the gospel 

of Christ, we will find that many in this world are not at all interested in the truth of the 

gospel.  In fact, we will find that many in this world actually hate us as the faithful servants 

of Christ.  In John 17:14 our Lord Jesus Christ prayed, saying, “I have given them thy word; 

and the world hath hated them, because they are not of the world, even as I am not of the 

world.”  Furthermore, in John 15:18-21 the Lord had previously warned His disciples, saying, 

“If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it hated you.  If ye were of the world, 

the world would love his own: but because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you 

out of the world, therefore the world hateth you.  Remember the word that I said unto you, 

The servant is not greater than his lord.  If they have persecuted me, they will also persecute 

you; if they have kept my saying, they will keep yours also.  But all these things will they 

do unto you for my name’s sake, because they know not him that sent me.” 

 

 Now, the world will not hate us simply for our own sake.  Rather, the world will hate us for our 

Lord’s sake.  The world will hate us believers because we are no longer “of the world,” but are 

now chosen “out of the world” by our Lord.  The world will hate us who are the faithful 

servants of our Lord because it first hated the Lord whom we serve.  The world will hate us 

who faithfully proclaim the word of our Lord’s gospel because the message of His gospel 

exposes their sinfulness.  In fact, that is the very reason that the world first hated our Lord 

Himself.  Speaking unto His unbelieving brethren, our Lord Jesus Christ stated in John 7:7, 

“The world cannot hate you; but me it hateth, because I testify of it, that the works thereof are 

evil.”  Furthermore, in John 3:19-20 our Lord stated, “And this is the condemnation, that light 

is come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil.  

For every one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds should 

be reproved.”  Thus many in this world will hate us for our Lord’s sake, because we are of the 

Lord, because we faithfully serve the Lord, and because we preach the message of the Lord. 



 

VI. Kept from the World 

 

 Even so, for this very reason we believers have need to be kept from being overcome by 

the evil of this world.  Thus in John 17:15 our Lord Jesus Christ prayed, saying, “I pray 

not that thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that thou shouldest keep them from 

the evil.”  How then shall we be kept from the evil of this world?  Earlier in verse 11 our 

Lord Jesus Christ had prayed, saying, “And now I am no more in the world, but these are in 

the world, and I come to thee.  Holy Father, keep through thine own name those whom thou 

hast given me, that they may be one, as we are.”  In the first place, we are kept from the evil of 

this world through the name of our Lord, that is – through an intimate walk of fellowship 

with our Lord.  Furthermore, in John 17:17 our Lord Jesus Christ prayed, saying, “Sanctify 

them through thy truth: thy word is truth.”  In the second place, we are kept from the evil of 

this world through the truth of our Lord, that is – through allowing the Word of our Lord to 

dwell in us richly.  “But the Lord is faithful, who shall stablish you, and keep you from 

evil.” (2 Thessalonians 3:3) 


