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G. Personal Matters and Instruction  

 

After giving instructions to the Corinthians regarding the collection for the saints in Jerusalem 

and Judea, Paul informed them that he’d be coming to Corinth himself and would help carry the 

offering to Jerusalem if that was the wish of the saints. That comment was the springboard for 

further clarification concerning his future plans. 

 

1. The first thing Paul noted was that he planned to travel through Macedonia before 

arriving in Corinth (16:5). He was writing from Ephesus, and the most natural path to 

Corinth was across the Aegean Sea (probably from the port at Troas) to Philippi and then 

south. That would allow him to visit the churches he’d helped plant and also collect their 

contribution to the offering for Judea. Then, when he arrived in Corinth, Paul could 

finalize the collection and prepare it for the long journey to Jerusalem (cf. again Romans 

15:22-26; 2 Corinthians 9:1-5 with Acts 20:1-21:17). 

 

2. Paul secondly provided some clarification of the timing of his trip to Corinth. He was 

likely writing in the fall of the year (probably 55 or 56 A.D.) and, with the winter 

approaching, would not be able to sail across to Macedonia. He could take the land route, 

but that would greatly lengthen his trip and also make it more difficult since he’d be 

traveling through the winter months. But an even more important consideration for Paul 

was the ministry opportunity the Lord was affording him in Ephesus; that alone was 

sufficient to convince him to remain on in Ephesus until Pentecost (late spring) (16:8-9). 

 

 Paul estimated that, if he departed Ephesus after Pentecost, he would have the summer 

and early fall to travel and visit the churches of Macedonia as he made his way south 

toward Achaia. If all went as planned, he hoped to arrive in Corinth before the winter set 

in and then spend the winter months with the Corinthians before departing for Jerusalem 

the following spring (16:6-7). 

 

 The extent to which Paul spelled out his itinerary is noteworthy, especially since the 

challenges and uncertainties of travel in the ancient world made any sort of definitive 

plan and timeline virtually impossible. Even assuming one was fortunate enough to arrive 

at his intended destination, that arrival could come many months later than expected. 

(Paul’s trip to Rome is a good case in point; Acts 27:1-28:15). Yet Paul did his best to 

specify his itinerary and its timeline, probably for at least three reasons: 

 

a. The first reason was to help the Corinthians better prepare for the offering. His 

arrival in Corinth would mean the culmination of the collection process and Paul 

wanted the saints there to have some idea of when to expect him. The more they 

knew about his plans, the less chance there was of confusion or failure in their 

preparation. He wanted to arrive in Corinth with everything in place. 

 

b. But he also wanted them to be aware of his intention to spend the winter with 

them. He wasn’t interested in merely passing through Corinth, but hoped to enjoy 

an extended stay with them. They needed to know this in order to prepare for his 

arrival and accommodation. 
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c. Lastly, and perhaps most importantly, Paul was concerned to minister to the 

Corinthians’ consciences. His relationship with them was strained to say the least 

(and soon to become even more strained), and Paul knew that some among them 

would likely view his upcoming visit with a suspicious and even cynical eye. 

Sure, Paul was returning to Corinth after a long absence, but did he really care 

about them or was this all about the money they’d raised? Beyond that, wasn’t 

this whole enterprise simply Paul, the Jew, supporting his Jewish brethren at the 

expense of the Gentile saints, many of whom were just as needy? Even worse, 

some may well have wondered whether Paul didn’t have an eye toward his own 

personal enrichment in this offering. Paul was concerned for the Corinthians’ full 

confidence in the integrity and security of the offering and its transport, but he 

was equally concerned that they understand his deep affection and burden for 

them. The best way for him to affirm and demonstrate his love was to have an 

extended stay with them and he wanted them to know that that was his intent.   

 

3. Paul was coming to Corinth and the Corinthians needed to prepare for his arrival. Toward 

that end, he was going to send Titus and a couple of others ahead of his own coming to 

help them organize and finalize their collection so that it would be ready when he arrived 

with delegates from the Macedonian churches (cf. 16:5; 2 Corinthians 8:1-9:5). But for 

now, Paul was going to remain in Ephesus – not simply because of the onset of winter, 

but because of the fruitful ministry the Lord was affording him.  

 

a. Paul referred to this situation simply as an “open door,” but it was one which he 

regarded as greatly significant. Paul’s grammar is straightforward, but scholars 

disagree as to how to understand his two adjectives: Paul stated that the door that 

had been opened for him was great and effective, but what exactly does that 

mean? These adjectives have a broad semantic range, but, in context, Paul’s 

meaning seems to be that God was affording him and his gospel significant 

inroads and powerful effect among the Ephesian people (ref. Acts 19:1-20). Paul 

had been laboring fruitfully in Ephesus for at least two years at the time of his 

writing, yet he sensed that now, in some distinct fashion, the Spirit was moving in 

a mighty way to break down barriers and give new ground to the gospel. 

 

b. God was powerfully at work in Ephesus, but not without resistance and 

opposition. Indeed, there has never been a season or circumstance where that was 

not the case. Everywhere the gospel of the kingdom is proclaimed, it inevitably 

acts to winnow men: Those who have ears to hear will embrace it; the others will 

repudiate and oppose it (cf. John 15:18-20 with Acts 2-7, 13-14, 16-18). So it was 

at Ephesus; the Spirit had opened a door for Paul, but there were many 

adversaries who sought to slam it shut, not least those whose livelihood and status 

were jeopardized by Paul’s gospel (16:9; cf. Acts 19:23-20:1). 

 

4. Paul had one further matter he felt he needed to address with the Corinthians before 

closing out his epistle with his customary greetings. And that matter pertained to the two 

men Timothy and Apollos, both of whom had a personal history with the church at 

Corinth (16:10-12; cf. Acts 18:1-5, 24-28; also 2 Corinthians 1:19). 
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a. Paul first mentioned Timothy, whom he previously indicated he had sent to 

Corinth (4:17). Some have questioned the apparent discrepancy between his first 

mention of Timothy’s coming to Corinth and this one in which he seems 

uncertain about it. Yet this can be resolved as simply as Paul acknowledging the 

possibility that something might prevent Timothy from completing his trip to 

Corinth. Luke recorded that Timothy was with Paul in Ephesus and that Paul sent 

him and Erastus into Macedonia with the intent to rejoin them later (ref. Acts 

19:21-22, 20:1-4; cf. also 2 Corinthians 1:1, written in Macedonia shortly before 

Paul arrived in Corinth). Timothy may have been one of the men who preceded 

Paul into Achaia and this may be what Paul was referring to here and in 4:17. 

What is clear is that Timothy was with Paul when he finally arrived in Corinth 

(ref. Romans 16:21, written from Corinth). However, it’s more likely that Paul 

was referring to a different occasion in which he sent Timothy to Corinth as an 

emissary and mediator on his behalf. Both contexts (4:1-21, 16:10-11) support 

this view, and it certainly explains Paul’s present concern and exhortation.  

 

 If indeed Timothy was coming to Corinth in Paul’s name and on his behalf to deal 

with problems and tensions in the church, Paul had every reason to worry that he 

could be met with resentment and even hostility. First of all, why didn’t Paul 

come himself? And if these matters were so important, why would he send his 

young disciple? Was he trying to insult them in some sort of backhanded way? 

Paul knew what Timothy might encounter in Corinth and he insisted that they 

receive him as the Lord’s ambassador doing His work, just as he’d expect them to 

receive himself. They were not to despise or in any way disparage him or give 

him any reason to be anxious or fearful. They were to love him as a fellow sharer 

in Christ, let him fulfill his work and send him on his way rejoicing in peace. 

 

b. Paul then turned to Apollos and the matter of him accompanying “the brethren” 

(likely Stephanas, Fortunatus and Achaicus) back to Corinth (16:12). He noted 

that he strongly urged Apollos to come but he was unwilling. It’s likely Paul was 

responding to a request by the Corinthians, but what’s most important is how his 

response reflects the relational dynamic between the three parties. Paul spoke to 

this situation at length (1:10-4:21), revealing that factions were forming at Corinth 

around Apollos (and other men), and one result was that Paul’s apostleship was 

being discredited. The natural, “reasonable” response to this would have been to 

keep Apollos away from Corinth, but Paul wanted the Corinthians to know that he 

was eager for Apollos to return to Corinth and minister to them.  

 

 Unlike so many church leaders, Paul wasn’t a jealous and possessive empire-

builder; though he was Christ’s apostle to the Gentiles, Paul saw himself as a 

fellow-laborer with Apollos (and all of Christ’s servants), the Lord having 

appointed to each one a unique role and task in the Church’s upbuilding (3:1-17). 

Paul recognized that standing between Apollos and the Corinthians amounted to 

standing between Christ and His saints. Apollos would not be accompanying the 

brethren back to Corinth and the Corinthians needed to know that this was 

Apollos’ decision – one made despite Paul’s persistent urging to the contrary. 


