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    Philippians 3:17-21 
Brothers, join in imitating me, and keep your 

eyes on those who walk according to the 

example you have in us. 18For many, of whom 

I have often told you and now tell you even 

with tears, walk as enemies of the cross of 

Christ. 19Their end is destruction, their god is 

their belly, and they glory in their shame, with 

minds set on earthly things.  
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    Philippians 3:17-21 
20But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it 

we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, 

21who will transform our lowly body to be 

like his glorious body, by the power that 

enables him even to subject all things to 

himself. 
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Review v12-16  
• Goal of Christianity-Christlikeness (Being conformed to the image of 

Jesus in every area of life)  

• Romans 8:29 For those whom He foreknew He also predestined to be 

conformed to the image of His Son 

• 1 Thessalonians 4:3 For this is the will of God, your sanctification 

• Paul confessed that he was not perfected: “v12 Not that I have already 

obtained this or am already perfect” 

• Despite his imperfections, he pressed on “v12 but I press on to make it 

my own, because Christ Jesus has made me His own” 

• Christlikeness was Paul’s singular focus: “v13 One thing I do” 

– If you summed up Paul’s life/purpose: Conformity to Christ  

• “v13 Forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies 

ahead” 

– Straining (Stretching) to what lies ahead 
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Review v12-16  
• “V14 I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in 

Christ Jesus” 

– Press on: Seek after eagerly (v13 straining): This is hard work  

– The Christian life is a disciplined life (Word, Prayer, Service, 

Evangelism, etc.)  

– 1 Timothy 4:7 “train (discipline) yourself for godliness” 

• “I press on toward the goal”: The goal is conformity to Christ 

• For the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus 

– The goal is conformity to Christ  

– The prize is conformity to Christ  

– The Christian is diligently pursuing that which God has promised to 

perfect  

– As we are “training/disciplining” ourselves in the spiritual disciplines of 

the Christian life, we must never lose sight of the goal “Christlikeness” 

• Let those who are mature think this way 
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Examples to Follow v17 
Brothers, join in imitating me, and keep your eyes on those who walk according 
to the example you have in us.  

• Brothers, join in imitating me:  

– Paul is not perfected but he has a singular goal (Christlikeness) 

– And in this singular goal, he says “imitate me” in making this your 
singular goal  

– Can you say “join in imitating me?” If not, in what area/way of your life 
could you not say that? What are you doing about that?  

– 1 Corinthians 4:4 For I am not aware of anything against myself 

• He is not knowingly doing anything he shouldn’t, or neglecting 
anything he should be doing 

• and keep your eyes on those who walk according to the example you have 
in us.  

– 1 Timothy 4:12 “Set the believers an example in speech, in conduct, in 
love, in faith, in purity” 

– When you find Christians whose lives demonstrate a singular focus on 
Christlikeness, fix your gaze upon them (learn from them)  

– Proverbs 13:20  “Whoever walks with the wise becomes wise, but the 
companion of fools suffer harm” 
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Warnings of those to avoid v18-19 
18For many, of whom I have often told you and now tell you even with tears, 

walk as enemies of the cross of Christ. 19Their end is destruction, their god is 

their belly, and they glory in their shame, with minds set on earthly things. 

• I have often told you and now tell you even with tears 

– One great evidence your singular purpose is Christlikeness: You have 

great concern for others and their conformity to Christ 

– Paul has warned the church before & now he is warning again with tears 

• Tears: Paul’s concern is the impact (negative) these people are having 

in the church  

• For many…walk as enemies of the cross of Christ 

– For many: This is not a rare thing (We need to be aware) 

– Walk as enemies of the cross: The people Paul is warning about, are 

ultimately enemies of the cross (doesn’t specifically name them) 

• Distort the gospel, change the message, add to the gospel, take away 

from the gospel, dilute the gospel, take focus off Christ & conformity 

• We must be discerning (Word) 1 John 4:1, 1 Thess 5:21 
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Warnings of those to avoid v18-19 
V19 Their end is destruction 

• Paul shows the seriousness of following after one of these enemies of the cross 

• The destruction Paul speaks of is eternal (hell) 

• Matthew 7:13 Enter by the narrow gate. For the gate is wide and the way is 

easy that leads to destruction, and those who enter by it are many  

How will we recognize them?  

their god is their belly 

• Belly-Flesh (They serve their flesh rather than Christ Jesus) 

• Romans 16:17-18 I appeal to you, brothers, to watch out for those who cause 

divisions and create obstacles contrary to the doctrine that you have been 

taught; avoid them. 18For such persons do not serve our Lord Christ, but their 

own appetites, and by smooth talk and flattery they deceive the hearts of the 

naive. 

and they glory in their shame, with minds set on earthly things. 

• The very things they should be most ashamed over (sin) they boast in 

• Prosperity gospel (minds set on earthly things (present-active-participle)) 

• Colossians 3:1 If then you have been raised with Christ seek the things that are 

above ….v2 set your mind on things above not on things that are on earth.  
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Our Citizenship v20 
20But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus 

Christ 

• Those Paul warned us about are living for the here and now, our citizenship is in 

heaven (eternal)  

• 1 Peter 2:11 Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from the 

passions of the flesh, which wage war against your soul. 

• Our prize is conformity to Christ, which will be fully realized when our Savior 

comes  

• Those whose minds are set on earthly things view God as a means, not an end  

• 1 John 3:3 And everyone who thus hopes in Him purifies himself as He is pure 

• We are here on mission (to be conformed to the image of Christ and be 

ambassadors of the gospel) 

– 2 Timothy 2:4 No soldier gets entangled in civilian pursuits, since his aim is 

to please the one who enlisted him 

• Since we have these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from every 

defilement of body and spirit,  bringing holiness to completion in the fear of God 

(2 Corinthians 7:1) 
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Our Hope v21 
21who will transform our lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the power 

that enables him even to subject all things to himself. 

• As we get discouraged with our lack of conformity and our continuous battle 

against sin, satan, self and the world, know this; Jesus Christ at His return “will 

transform our lowly body to be like His glorious body” 

• All that we have been striving for (conformity to Christ) will come to perfect 

completion when we get new bodies (No more echoing Romans 7:24) 

• It isn’t a matter of “if” but this is a statement of fact (indicative). Jesus “will 

transform”  

• Romans 8:18-23 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not 

worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us. 19For the creation 

waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God. 20For the creation 

was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in 

hope 21that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to corruption and 

obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22For we know that the 

whole creation has been groaning together in the pains of childbirth until now. 

23And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the 

Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption 

of our bodies.  
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Our Hope v21 
At times we can begin to doubt or despair thinking “It’s too much, I can’t go on”, 

but rest assured, these things will come to pass.  

• Paul tells us at the end of v21 that it is by the power that enables him even to 

subject all things to himself”  He will accomplish this great work 

• We are kept by His power through faith (1 Peter 1), and by that same power, 

He will give us new bodies, eternally free from sin, so we can be perfectly 

conformed to the image of Jesus Christ, and experience joy in Him eternally 

 

All that we have strived in this life for (conformity to His image for His glory) will 

be perfectly fulfilled in glory 

2 Corinthians 4 v8We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but 

not driven to despair; 9persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not 

destroyed;…So we do not lose heart. Though our outer self is wasting away, our 

inner self is being renewed day by day. 17For this light momentary affliction is 

preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison, 18as we look 

not to the things that are seen but to the things that are unseen. For the things that 

are seen are transient, but the things that are unseen are eternal. 

Live for the eternal-The Glory of God in the Conformity to Christlikeness 
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