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Introduction.  We are very close to the end of 2015.  That may seem 

impossible  to  you now, but take it from one who knows.  I heard some 

people talking a few days ago about the 1960’s, and called them the old 

days.  Many of you here today were not even born then and they may 

seem very remote and distant to you, the days of John Kennedy, Richard 

Nixon, etc.  But I was in the prime of my life and my boy were being 

born in the 1960’s.  It will not be long until these days will seem like the 

old days to you, and you may look on them as good days, or as bad 

days, depending on your experience. 

 

It is tempting to think that the world did not begin until you were born; 

what use is history, you might think.  Well, you might not think that if 

you would really think about it. Honor your Father and your Mother re-

quires a sense of history and continuity, and wisdom requires it, though 

it is often lost on the young, and sometimes on the old.  But I will let 

that pass. 

 

Sometimes it is good to take inventory.  This is a backwards looking 

sermon this morning with a glance ahead. I will try, the Lord willing to 

give some sermons in 2016 in which there will be forward looking with 

and glance behind.  We live in the present, but God has given us 

memory so we can learn from our past; and he has given us imagination, 

so that we can live in hope and change for the better.  We say that we 

live in the present, but we really do not know what that means, because 

the present is very elusive, and we usually spend the present dwelling 

on the past with contentment or regret, or we are reaching forward to 

some imagined future, which may or may not be realized.   This passage 

is a good example of that, and I hope I can touch some heartstrings to-

day. 

 

I.   
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I. Verse 7-8, I have entitled He that loses His life Shall Find it..V. 7,8 

A. Paul recognizes the meaning of the cross of Christ, being taught by 

Jesus Christ. 

B. The things he had boasted in, were now objects of shame and regret. 

C. There is only this that matters to a Christian mind.  HC. 1 

1. That body and soul, in life and death, I belong to my faithful Sav-

ior Jesus Christ., who with his precious blood and fully satisfied 

for all my sins, and redeemed me from all the power of the devil. 

2. His body is not his own. 

a. Present your bodies as living sacrifices. 

b. 19  What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Ho-

ly Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not 

your own? 20  For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify 

God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God’s. 

3. He belongs to Christ, by virtue of the cross.  He is worthy of 

death, but He confesses the cross and consents to the cross, that 

Christ’s death was his death and he no longer belongs to Himself. 

4. His heart, soul, mind, and strength belongs to Christ, for He is to 

love the Lord his god with all his soul, with all his mind, with all 

his strength.  Nothing he has is his own. 

5. Paul counts all things loss.  This is not some super Christian.  This 

is a Christian, who understand the cross of Christ, and has taken 

up his cross to follow Christ.  He that loveth his life shall lose it. 

 

II. The Rich Blessing of the Covenant: The real life is found when the false 

life is lost.  9-11 

A. Being found in Him.  In Christ.  That is, in the covenant. 

1. Given an inheritance in Christ before the world began.  HC. So 

preserves me that without the will of my Father I heaven not a 

hair can fall from my head, yea that all things must work together 

for my salvation…” 

2. Included in Christ’s righteousness:  He fully kept the law, and suf-

fered the entire curse for me.   Thief on the cross.  “Today you 



Text: Philippians 3:7-15                        “Following After”         12-29-2015 

 Page 3 

 

will be with me in paradise.”    Cursed is everyone that hangeth on 

a tree.” 

3. This righteousness is through the faith of Christ.  Christ is the au-

thor and the finisher of this faith, which is not of the flesh, but the 

gift and work of the Spirit. 

B. Knows Christ.  This is eternal life, that they might know Thee, the 

only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou has sent…..”  Not ab-

stract knowledge, moral philosophy, practical worldly knowledge, 

but the knowledge of the living God and Jesus Christ. 

C. All things are worked by God for the good of those who are in 

Christ; who are in the covenant 

D. Faith brings the realization of hope:  the resurrection of the dead.  

Vs. 11 

 

III. The Active Character of Faith:  vs. 12-15 

A. The Past is forgotten; vs. 13; we reach toward the Future of God’s 

promises vs. 14. 

B. What is left: The past is past; the future is not yet. We follow after.  

The figure is one pursuing with all his might something that is great-

ly desired:  bent forward a the waist, the neck stretched forward,  the 

eyes pressing ahead, every effort to move the feet and the legs for-

ward, striving to reach the goal.   Used for persecution.   Paul is fol-

lowing Christ with the same energy that he persecuted and followed 

after Christians. 

C. Perfection is not attained in the present. Vs. 12,13.  It is counted per-

fection if the mark is not lost but is striven after.  Vs. 15. 

D. And so we come to the third part of that great first question:  

“Whereby, by His Holy Spirit, He also assures me of eternal life, and 

makes me heartily willing and ready henceforth to live unto Him.”  

This the third things to be in the Covenant:  Not only to have your 

Father working all things for your good; but you have the Son as 

your redeemer to purged your sins and clothed you with His right-

eousness; but you also have the Holy Spirit to teach you how to be-

have as a child of God.   What more could you possible have. 
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Conclusion and Application. Christian Perfection 

 
Galatians 2:  20, 21 

 

I am crucified with Christ:  His death teaches me that my old life 

is dead and curse of God. 

Nevertheless I live:  I live in another reality, not of the flesh, but 

of the spirit. 

Christ lives in me:  This is by the Spirit working faith and hearty 

obedience. 

 

1.  It is faith, therefore of obedience. 

2.  It is of faith, therefore of prayer.  We say we are Christians but 

we never ask Him for wisdom??? 

3.  It is of faith, therefore ecclesiastical: of the church and sacra-

ments. 

4.  It is of faith, hence, of chastening and stretching forth as the 

new bud seeks the sunshine.  Hope. Not only for the resurrec-

tion, but for tomorrow and the next day. 

 

 

Amen and Amen. 


