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Sermon 12: Jesus Was Born to Become Our High Priest 

Series: Connecting Bethlehem and Calvary 

Hebrews 4:14-16 

 

There were three official offices in Israel that acted somewhat (though not exactly) like the three 
branches of government in the United States. We have the Executive branch, the Legislative 
branch, and the Judicial branch. Israel had the three official offices of Prophet, Priest, and King. 
Jesus was the perfect fulfillment of all three offices. In 1869 the blind songwriter, Fannie Crosby 
wrote a hymn entitled, Praise Him! Praise Him! The third verse said this: 

 

Praise Him! Praise Him! Jesus, our blessed Redeemer! 
Heavenly portals loud with hosannas ring! 
Jesus, Savior, reigneth forever and ever; 
Crown Him! Crown Him! Prophet and Priest and King!                                          - 
Fannie Crosby (1869) 

 

Jesus fulfills all three of those offices in perfection. In His earthly ministry, Jesus carried out 
primarily the role of Prophet. Even the people said of Him in Matthew 21:11b (NKJV): “This is 
Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth of Galilee.” He spoke forth the Word of the Father, which is 
what prophets do! He called the common people and the spiritual leaders to repentance (which 
is what prophets do). He said in Luke 13:3b (NKJV): “… unless you repent you will all likewise 
perish.” In Matthew 23 Jesus says nine times, “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!” 
Jesus was the embodiment of the perfect prophet. 

When Jesus comes again, He will be recognized as “the King of kings.” Revelation 19 tells us of 
the glory of Christ when He returns. Revelation 19:16 (NKJV): “And He has on His robe and on 
His thigh a name written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS.”  

When Jesus came the first time – God in flesh – He primarily carried out the role of Prophet. 
When He comes again, he comes as King. In this period of time, the one who is prophet, and 
king, is our High Priest. Hebrews 4:14a (NKJV): “Seeing then that we have [present tense] a great 
High Priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God…”  

When the Bible speaks of Jesus being our High Priest, we should not get the picture of a Catholic 
priest or the Pope. The earthly picture is the Old Testament Jewish High Priest. There were two 
things that were essential to qualify as a Jewish High Priest. Hebrews 5:1-2 (ESV): “For every 
high priest chosen from among men is appointed to act on behalf of men in relation to God, to 
offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. He can deal gently with the ignorant and wayward, since he 
himself is beset with weakness.” First, the High Priest had to have fellowship with man. He had 
to be tied to other men with the ties of a common humanity. He had to be “chosen from among 
men.” This requirement was necessary so that he could “deal gently” (have compassion – NKJV) 
with those he represented. Compassion is an indispensable quality of a priest. But these human 
requirements were not all that was required. There also had to be authority from God.  

Hebrews 5:1a (NIV): “Every high priest is selected from among men and is appointed to 
represent them in matters related to God…”  



Hebrews 5:4a (ESV): “And no one takes this honor for himself…” There had to be a divine 
appointment from God.  

Does Jesus meet these requirements? Yes, he certainly does! But what about Hebrews 5:2 which 
says that the priest was subject to “weakness”? That word does not have to mean sin. It means 
physical weakness. When Jesus, who was God from eternity past, became man, Philippians 2:8-
9 tells us that He humbled Himself, emptied Himself and took on humanity – and the weakness 
of being human. He did not cease being God, but voluntarily chose not to exercise many of the 
attributes of deity so that He could identify with man. For instance, He got tired and He suffered 
physical pain. He was indeed as Hebrews 5:1 says “chosen from among men.”  

I want to focus on the fact that Jesus was born to be our High Priest. He was perfectly qualified 
for that, and this great truth can get you through the most horrible circumstances imaginable.  

 

I.  The Superiority of Our High Priest (v14) 
Throughout the book of Hebrews, the high priesthood of Jesus is spotlighted. In Hebrews 2:17 
(NKJV) He is “a merciful and faithful High Priest…” In Hebrews 3:1 (NKJV) He is called the 
“…High Priest of our confession…” In Hebrews 7-9 the emphasis is on His right to be the High 
Priest even though He was not of the tribe of Levi. In verse 14, He is called our “great High 
Priest” which elevated Him above all the Old Testament High Priests. In the Old Testament, the 
High Priest could only enter into the most holy place of the Tabernacle and later the Temple 
once a year on the Day of Atonement. Let’s see how Jesus’ priesthood was superior to the Old 
Testament priesthood. 

A.  His Permanence (v14a) 

The Old Testament High Priests got old and died. But Hebrews 7:25 (NKJV) says of Jesus, 
“Therefore He is also able to save to the uttermost those who come to God through Him, since 
He always lives to make intercession for them.” Because Jesus is “a great High Priest who has 
passed through the heavens” into the throne room of the Father to be seated at His right hand, 
the Old Testament priesthood has passed away. After 70 AD when the Romans destroyed 
Jerusalem the Jewish Levitical priesthood has ceased to function. We, however, have a 
permanent High Priest who “always lives to make intercession for us” (Hebrews 7:25). In 
Hebrews 7:16 (NIV) we read, “one [Jesus] who has become a priest not on the basis of a 
regulation as to his ancestry but on the basis of the power of an indestructible life.” The Old 
Testament High Priests had to make sacrifices year after year after year, but we read of Jesus 
priesthood in Hebrews 10:14 (NIV): “because by one sacrifice he has made perfect forever those 
who are being made holy.”  

B.  His Position (v14b) 

When the Old Testament High Priests went into the Holy of Holies once a year on the Day of 
Atonement, they were in a hurry to get out. If they did not follow the instructions given to them 
through Moses about their cleansing and strict attention to what was to be done, they would die. 
Tradition says that the people would tie a rope to the leg of the High Priest when he went into 
the Holy of Holies. The reason for that was that if God struck him dead, they could just drag him 
out. How else were they going to get him out of there? Who would have gone in to get him? 
However, we read of Jesus in Hebrews 1:3b (NKJV): “…when He had by Himself purged our sins, 
sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high.” His provision of the sacrifice (He was the 
sacrifice) was complete and thus never had to be repeated. Therefore, He sat down at the 
Father’s right hand – the place of honor, authority, and power. By the names given Him by the 



inspired writer of Hebrews, we see His unique position. He is “Jesus.” That is His earthly name 
and speaks of His humanity. He is also called “the Son of God” and that speaks of His Deity. As 
the second member of the Godhead, He enjoys perfect communion with the Father as He sits at 
the Father’s right hand. He is infinitely superior to the Old Testament Priests.  

C.  Our Perseverance v14c)  

The book of Hebrews was written to those who were being persecuted for identifying themselves 
as followers of Jesus. The writer of Hebrews is encouraging them to persevere even in the face of 
persecution. How do we persevere when following Christ is difficult and may even bring subtle 
or overt persecution? We keep our eyes of the One who is seated at the Father’s right hand 
making intercession for us as our High Priest! As our culture falls apart at an ever increasing 
speed, our stability is that we have a great High Priest who is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. That makes available immense resources to us to persevere (as we will see in another 
point in this message). 

 

II.  The Sympathy of Our High Priest (v15) 
The Greek word translated “sympathize” is a compound word. It is sun which means “together 
with” and patheo which means “to suffer.” Put together it means “to suffer with another.” The 
same word is translated “compassion” in Hebrews 10:34. Notice some areas where He 
sympathizes, suffers together with us, and has compassion on us. 

A.  He Sympathizes with Our Weaknesses (v15a) 

The word translated “weaknesses” refers to the common struggles and pain that goes along with 
being human on a fallen planet. Jesus doesn’t just imagine how we feel; He experientially knows 
those weaknesses. While the Lord Jesus was fully God, He was also fully man. What are some of 
the weaknesses, the hurts, that He also suffered?  

1.   Grief – Oh the grief people go through here on this earth. The loss of a loved one, the loss of 
health, relationships that are broken – on and on we could go. Jesus is able to sympathize with 
our grief. See Him weeping at Lazarus’ tomb. See Him in Gethsemane as He grieves over the 
coming separation from the Father and even grieving to the extent that He sweat drops of blood. 
See him as He looks out over Jerusalem and weeps in grief over their rejection of God’s plans 
and ways, and ultimately His Messiah. In Luke 19:41-44 (NKJV): “Now as He drew near, He saw 
the city and wept over it, saying, ‘If you had known, even you, especially in this your day, the 
things that make for your peace! But now they are hidden from your eyes. For days will come 
upon you when your enemies will build an embankment around you, surround you and close 
you in on every side, and level you, and your children within you, to the ground; and they will 
not leave in you one stone upon another, because you did not know the time of your visitation.’" 
When you are grieving, He is able to sympathize, having experienced grief.  

2.   Pain – He was crucified! Enough said. He is able to sympathize with us in our pain. 

3.   Rejection – Sometimes I think that rejection is the worst, and most damaging, pain that we 
go through. You do not get out of this world without suffering rejection. Our Lord knows how 
that feels. John 1:11 (NKJV): “He came to His own, and His own did not receive Him.” I think 
that one of the saddest verses in the Bible is in John 6. Jesus gave some very hard teaching and 
many who followed Him turned back. He looks to His disciples and we read in John 6:66-67 
(NKJV): “From that time many of His disciples went back and walked with Him no more.  Then 
Jesus said to the twelve, ‘Do you also want to go away?’" 



 Wow! He knew rejection. But the greatest rejection He experienced may surprise you. The 
greatest rejection was as He hung on the cross having taken our sins upon Himself and was 
rejected by His Heavenly Father. The deepest agony of the cross was not the nails, and the abuse 
of the soldiers, and the ridicule of the Jewish leaders. The greatest pain was when He who knew 
no sin became sin for us and the Father turned away from Him. Hear the agony of His soul as 
God the Son, having experienced the love of the Father from all eternity past, a deeper love than 
we could ever begin to understand, at a point in time cries out, Matthew 27:46b (NKJV): "My 
God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?" Whatever rejection you have experienced – parents, 
a child, a friend, or a spouse – it pales in comparison to the agony He experienced when the 
Father turned away as the Son bore our sin. He knows what rejection feels like.  

B.  He Sympathizes with Our Warfare (v15b) 

The writer of Hebrews is not saying that Jesus experienced every specific temptation that we 
face. For example, Jesus was never tempted to watch an inappropriate movie or break the speed 
limit. 

 The NIV translates Hebrews 4:15b: “…we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as 
we are--yet was without sin.” The Bible tells us that all temptation can be categorized into one of 
three categories.  

1 John 2:16 (NKJV): “For all that is in the world--the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the 
pride of life--is not of the Father but is of the world.” I think that Jesus was tempted in the 
wilderness in these three “ways” or “categories” of sin.  

First, He was tempted in the area of “the lust of the flesh” to turn the stones into bread. Matthew 
4:3 (NKJV): “Now when the tempter came to Him, he said, ‘If You are the Son of God, command 
that these stones become bread.’" Jesus, refused in Matthew 4:4 (NKJV): “But He answered and 
said, ‘It is written, 'Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the 
mouth of God.'"  

Second, Jesus was tempted in the “lust of the eyes.” Matthew 4:8-9 (NKJV): “Again, the devil 
took Him up on an exceedingly high mountain, and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world 
and their glory.  And he said to Him, ‘All these things I will give You if You will fall down and 
worship me.’" Jesus answered in Matthew 4:10 (NKJV): “Then Jesus said to him, ‘Away with you, 
Satan! For it is written, 'You shall worship the Lord your God, and Him only you shall serve.'"  

Third, Jesus was tempted in the “pride of life” in Matthew 4:6 (NKJV): “and [Satan] said to Him, 
“’If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down. For it is written: ‘He shall give His angels 
charge over you,’ and, ‘In their hands they shall bear you up, Lest you dash your foot against a 
stone.’” Jesus overcame that temptation. Matthew 4:7 (NKJV): “Jesus said to him, ‘It is written 
again, “You shall not tempt the Lord your God.’”  

Both in the wilderness and throughout His earthly ministry, Jesus was tempted in those three 
areas and yet He was without sin. The fact is that Jesus experienced every kind of temptation 
that we can experience and therefore He is able to be the perfect High Priest because He knows 
what it is to be tempted. Some want to minimize Jesus’ temptations because, being deity, He 
could not sin. I do believe that Jesus could not sin, and the victory over temptation did not make 
Him sinless, but revealed His sinlessness. However, that doesn’t minimize His victory in the 
wilderness. In fact, He was tempted to a much greater degree than we have ever been tempted. 
Let’s use a little sanctified logic. If a person gives in to temptation, that temptation never reaches 
its maximum strength. We give in while the pull to sin is still increasing. Jesus never gave in; He 
took all that the enemy had and was victorious. His temptations were stronger than ours and He 
knows the warfare of temptation to a degree greater than we have ever experienced.  



 

III.  The Supply of Our High Priest (v16) 
It is wonderful to have a High Priest who sympathizes with us in our trials and temptations, but 
is there anything He can do to help us, to give us victory? Yes! In verse 16, our High Priest gives 
us an amazing invitation that when accepted gives us all that we need when we are in trials and 
temptations. 

A.  The Place We Are Invited to (v16a) 

We are not called to the throne of justice; it is a throne of grace! When I am in the midst of 
temptation and trial, I am not looking for justice. If I got justice, I would be condemned. I need 
grace!  

B.  The Posture in Which We Come (v16b) 

We come not as a shamed dog with head held down; we come with boldness! The Greek word 
literally means “confidently.” We come boldly because we have been invited. The shame of sin 
has been removed and we come confidently because we are clothed in Christ’s righteousness. 
Boldness does not mean cockiness or with a swagger in our step. It means humble confidence 
because of what Christ has done on our behalf.  

C.  The Provision (v16c) 

At this throne, we find two things that we desperately need – mercy and grace. 

1.   Mercy – Let me give you a simple way to understand the relationship between justice and 
mercy. Justice is when I get what I deserve. Mercy is when God withholds what I deserve. I am 
thankful that our God is a God of justice. However, I need His mercy. There is a problem here. If 
God just arbitrarily gives me mercy, He would cease being just. Justice demands that my sins be 
paid! Because Jesus, God the Son, was born of a virgin, lived a sinless life of victory over every 
temptation, and then took my sins on Himself and suffered the just wrath of God for my sin, 
God is now free to give me mercy because His justice has been satisfied in Christ’s sacrifice.  

My need for mercy is not just when I come to God for salvation. Every time I sin, I need His 
mercy. When I grieve or quench God the Spirit, I need mercy. When I come to that throne of 
grace again and again, there I find mercy! Does it ever run out? Lamentations 3:22-23 (ESV): 
“The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; his mercies never come to an end; they are new 
every morning; great is your faithfulness.” Hallelujah!  

2.   Grace – While justice is God giving what is deserved, and mercy is God withholding what I 
deserve, grace is God giving me what I don’t deserve. Certainly as we read in Ephesians 2:8a 
(NKJV): “For by grace you have been saved…”, but for those who are saved, the continuing grace 
we receive is primarily God’s enabling grace. Notice that it is “grace to help.” When we come to 
the throne of grace with a purposed heart to obey Him and endure the trials He has allowed to 
come to us, we find God’s enabling grace, God’s enduring grace, and God’s sufficient grace to go 
through every trial, obey every command, and overcome every sin. 2 Corinthians 12:9a (NKJV): 
“And He said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made perfect in 
weakness.’”  

 

Conclusion 



Jesus Christ was born that He might become our High Priest. In Him you have all the mercy and 
all the grace to endure, enjoy, and enable you to walk in victory over every temptation.  

 


