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  I Am The Resurrection - IV 
John 11:28-45 

BI: Do you see the glory of God in the Person of Jesus Christ? Everyone who lives 
and believes in Him will never die.  
Introduction:
     Today I hope to finish the story of Jesus raising Lazarus from the dead. The apostle 
John (under the inspiration of the HS) has really packed a lot into this short story and 
though we have already looked at it for three weeks, there is still more to learn. 
     Last week we started thinking about how the various characters in the story responded 
to the news that Lazarus was sick. Specifically, we saw how Jesus responded to the news 
and found that it was not what we might have expected. Of course you will remember 
that when He got word that Lazarus was sick He did nothing for two days. He allowed 
enough time so that there would be no question that when Lazarus died He was really, 
really  dead.  Nearly  a  week after  He  receives  news  that  Lazarus  is  sick  He and  His 
disciples arrive in Bethany where Martha and Mary are grieving the loss of their brother. 
    Of course the question on everyone’s mind is, if Jesus really loved Lazarus and His 
sisters why didn’t He come immediately and heal Him rather than letting Him die? It 
becomes  evident  that  this  is  probably  the  question  on  everyone’s  mind  when  in  the 
second section (7-27) we see how Jesus responds to Martha’s grief. She said to Him, 
“Lord, if you had been here my brother would not have died.”  
    One only has to read between the lines a little to hear the question that was eating away 
at her heart; namely, “If you truly love us, why didn’t you come to help?” Jesus responds 
by telling her (23) “Your brother will rise again.” That sounds to her like an ill-timed 
theology lesson. This is hardly the time to have a discussion about eschatology and the 
future resurrection. But then Jesus declares, “I am the resurrection.” More than that He 
says (25-26) “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live even if 
he dies, and whoever lives and believes in me will never die.”
     That’s a stunning promise, isn’t it; that Jesus is Resurrection and Life? But this is what 
He had been trying to reveal all along. He came as the promised Christ, the Son of God 
sent from the Father to give eternal life to all who would believe. Then He asks Martha 
the ultimate question: “Do you believe this?”
    Martha responds (27), “Yes, Lord. I have believed, that you are the Christ, the Son of 
God,  even  He  who  comes  into  the  world.”  Note  that  in  telling  her  that  He  is  the 
resurrection, Jesus was attempting to move her thinking away from abstract doctrinal 
truth and onto Him as a Person. Resurrection is not about a spiritual force, or even a 
doctrine. It is about the eternal Person of Jesus Christ who has the power to raise the dead 
to life… eternal life. Apparently, Martha got the point. Her response was entirely focused 
on the Person and identity of Jesus; “Yes, Lord. I have believed that you are the Christ, 
the Son of God, even He who comes into the world.” 



     On this verse Dr. Tom Constable writes, “Martha’s confession of faith is the high point 
of the fourth Gospel just as Peter’s was in the first (Matt. 16:16). Her response is the 
clearest expression of saving faith thus far in the book.”  1

     This is precisely what the Apostle John was aiming for. He wrote this gospel so that 
we would come to the conclusion that  Jesus is  the Christ,  the Son of  God,  and that 
believing we might have life in His name” (Jn. 20:31).
     Now, let’s take the next step in the text. We have seen, I. Jesus’ response to the news 
that Lazarus was sick; II. Jesus’ response to Martha’s grief. Now John tells us about… 

III. Jesus’ Response to Mary’s Anguish
1. Read 28-36
2. Apparently, Jesus sent Martha to run and bring her sister to Him, because at the end of 
v. 28 Martha says to her sister “The Teacher is here and He is calling for you.” This 
piques my interest because it was rather uncharacteristic for a rabbi to initiate contact 
with women. But Jesus was sensitive to the fact that Mary would surely have been just as 
confused and grief-stricken as Martha, so He called for her to come. 
3. Beloved, be encouraged by this. Jesus is no passive Savior. He does not wait around 
like a dumb idol for people to come to Him. He actually calls and invites us to come. He 
bids us to come when we are weary. He invites us to come to the throne of grace when we 
need mercy and help in our time of need. Come when you hunger and thirst. Come when 
you sin. Come to worship, to sing, to ask, seek, and knock knowing the door is always 
open. Come for salvation. Come for security. Come for a love that will not let you go. 
Come with  your  physical,  financial,  or  spiritual  needs.   In  every  moment  and  every 
circumstance your Savior isn’t  passively waiting for  you,  He is  calling,  inviting,  and 
urging you to come and find that He is everything you need. 
4. Verse 32 tells us that when Mary reached Jesus she fell at His feet. In the gospel record 
we find Mary three times, and on each occasion she is at the feet of Jesus.

A. She sat at His feet and listened to His word (Lk. 10:39).
B. She fell at his feet and poured out her sorrow (Jn. 11:32).
C. She kneeled before Him and anointed his feet with perfume in an act of joyful, 

sacrificial worship (Jn. 12:3). 
D. Of these three occasions, we only have record of her speaking once, here where 

she repeats the grief-stricken words of her sister.
5. Notice (32) what she says: “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have 
died.” This is an exact repetition of what her sister said to Him in v. 21.  What can we 
conclude but that the two of them had been sitting at home fretting together about why 
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Jesus hadn’t come? Why isn’t he here yet? Why hasn’t He come? How can He say He 
loves us? What could be so important that He would neglect His friends in their darkest 
hour? Where is He? Once again, I hear in these words a questioning of Jesus love. 
6. Jesus response, however, was not what we might expect. John tells us (33), “When 
Jesus therefore saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, He was 
deeply moved in spirit and troubled.”  Now, when we read this we might be tempted to 
think that Jesus was overcome by pity and sorrow and care. But if you take the time to 
search out the key words here, a different picture emerges. 

A. “Deeply moved in Spirit” – to scold, to speak harshly, to criticize, to admonish 
urgently, to rebuke, to sternly warn, to grumble at. The word has the connotation 
of snorting like a horse. 

B. “Troubled  - to stir up, to cause great distress, to shake, to be upset or vexed. This 
is the same term used to describe Herod’s reaction to the arrival of the magi (Mat. 
2:3); the disciple’s terror when they saw Jesus walking on the water (Mat. 14:26); 
and Zarharias’s fear when he saw the angel in the temple.2

C. Clearly, Jesus was not simply overcome with pity and sorrow for their loss. These 
are words that express outrage or indignation.  Jesus was angry. 

7.  What  was  He  angry  about?  John  doesn’t  explain.  Perhaps  He  was  angry  at  the 
devastation caused by sin in the world and the personal devastation it was wreaking upon 
His friends. He may have been angry with the crowds and Jewish mourners who, though 
they were God’s chosen people, were wailing and grieving like pagans who have not 
hope.  No doubt He was disturbed by people’s unbelief and the knowledge that no matter 
what He did to show He was God, the leaders of the Jews would still reject him. 
8. The scene in Bethany that day was not one that was honoring to God. But into that 
darkness,  the Light appears in the Person of Jesus Christ.   So He says to Mary (34) 
“Where have you laid him?” and they said to Him, ‘Lord, come and see.”
9. At this point, being deeply effected the people’s raucous unbelief on the one hand and 
by the overwhelming grief Mary and Martha on the other, Jesus’ emotions bursts forth in 
a  flood  of  tears.  Though  verse  35  is  the  shortest  in  the  entire  Bible,  it  is  rich  with 
meaning. John simply writes “Jesus wept.”
10. Here is Jesus’ humanity on display. Just as Isaiah predicted, He was a man of sorrows 
and acquainted with grief (Isa. 53:30). Ours is not a deistic Savior who watches from a 
distance and feels nothing of our pain. He is not a God who merely demands that we 
obey. He is a Redeemer who empathizes with out deepest grief. His response to Mary is 
one of deep emotion. Yes, even though she was probably questioning His love, His heart 
was tender toward her… as it is toward us. 
11. So we have seen Jesus’ response to the news that Lazarus was sick; His response to 
Martha; His response to Mary; and now…
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IV. Jesus’ response to the Crowds:
1. Read 36-37
2.  Some of  the  Jews  saw in  Jesus’ tears  a  deep  love  for  Lazarus.  Other’s  however, 
question his love. Here’s that same theme repeated  once again.  (37) “Could not this 
man, who opened the eyes of the blind man, have kept this man also from dying?” Can 
you hear the underlying reproach? What they are really saying was, if Jesus truly loved 
Lazarus He would have come in time to save him. But now, Jesus is ready to reveal the 
real reason He didn’t come sooner. 
3. Read 38-39
4. When I was a kid I used to laugh whenever I read this in the King James version, 
“Lord, by this time he stinketh!” At this point Martha’s deep grief is turning to panic. 
Why do you want to open my brother’s tomb? He has been in there for four days! By 
now his  body  is  decomposing!  (The  Jews  did  not  embalm their  dead.  They  merely 
wrapped them in cloths filled with spices and perfumes). Four days after death the stench 
coming out of that tomb would have been overpowering.
5.  It’s clear here that even though Martha believes Jesus is the Christ,  it  hasn’t  even 
crossed her mind that He intends to raise her brother from the dead. She probably thinks 
He simply wants to take one final look at His friend. But this is unconscionable. She is 
horrified at the thought of subjecting her brother to such indignity. As far as Martha was 
concerned the situation was hopeless. If Jesus wanted to do something helpful – if He 
wanted to show His love for us – He should have come earlier, but now it’s too late. 
Lazarus, in her mind, was in a permanent state of death. Any hope of a different outcome 
had long since dissipated. He was dead and there was nothing anyone – not even Jesus – 
could do about it. But Jesus turns to Martha and answers this concern.
6. Read 40
7. Perhaps Jesus is now speaking to his disciples, because it was to them that He had said 
(4) “This sickness is not to end in death but for the Glory of God, so that the Son of God 
may be glorified by it.” 
8. Read 41-44
9. Many scholars believe that the reason Jesus called Lazarus by name when He raised 
Him is that if He had simply cried out “Come forth,” all the tombs in Israel would have 
opened up and given back their dead. I don’t know if that is true, but there is one thing 
that I want to point out here. 
10. John has been building on the theme of belief in this story. 

A. (15) He wants this event to provoke people to believe.
B. (25) Those who believe will experience the final resurrection.
C. (26) Whoever lives and believes in Him will never die.
D. (40) If you believe you will see the glory of God.



E. (42) Jesus reveals the required object of belief; namely, that He had been sent to 
earth by God. 

11.  You see,  Jesus  is  the  very glory of  God.  The author  of  Hebrews calls  Him “the 
radiance of God’s glory.” But the only way anyone will see His glory is by believing that 
Jesus came into the world on a mission from God; namely, to save a world of sinners 
from the just and holy wrath of God. 
13. This is the only way you can see the glory of God in Christ. As we have learned from 
previous accounts of Jesus’ healing, miracles never create faith. They only confirm the 
faith that is there. Nowhere is that more explicitly evident than here. Never did Jesus 
perform such a miracle as this, and yet the response was mixed. 
14. Read 45-46
15. But the response is always mixed. Jesus always presents Himself as a fork in the road 
calling all men to either reject him in unbelief, or humbly bow before Him in wonder, 
love, and praise and declare as Martha did, “You are the Christ, the Son of God.”
16. As we enter the Christmas season in earnest this week, let me encourage you to push 
past the glitz, glamor, and pageantry of the culture’s version of Christmas and see the 
Lord Jesus for who He really is. He is the God/man. The man who was fully human and 
fully God. A man who could experience a whole spectrum of human emotions all at the 
same time; a man who can empathize with our pain on the one hand and raise the dead 
with the other. 
17. This Christmas, while we are enjoying our families and all the delight that comes 
from this  holiday season,  let’s  resolve to worship Him in a  manner  for  which He is 
worthy.
BI: Do you see the glory of God in the Person of Jesus Christ? Everyone who lives 
and believes in Him will never die.  


