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God’s Word to a 

Hesitating Church 
 

Since we have these promises, 
beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from 
every defilement of body and spirit, 

bringing holiness to completion in the 
fear of God. (7:1) 

 

“Sowing Lessons” 
 

December 28, 2014 
 
Sermon Text:  2 Cor 9 
 
Scripture Reading:  Exodus 35:5-35 
 
Introduction- 
 
This morning we are concluding our 
study of this section of 2 Corinthians 
found in chapters 8-9. It is about 
giving. Specifically, it is about 
cheerful, joyful giving. About a very 
tangible way that Christians can love 
one another.  
 

I am sure that this passage has been 
used and misused for selfish, self-
kingdom building purposes by shifty 
preachers who want to fleece the flock. 
In fact, this church at Corinth was 
experiencing the presence of those 
very kinds of characters among them 
and Paul is doing battle with those 
wicked people in this letter.   
 
2 Corinthians 2:17  For we are not, 
like so many, peddlers of God's 
word, but as men of sincerity, as 
commissioned by God, in the sight 
of God we speak in Christ. 
 
2 Corinthians 4:2  But we have 
renounced disgraceful, 
underhanded ways. We refuse to 
practice cunning or to tamper with 
God's word, but by the open 
statement of the truth we would 
commend ourselves to everyone's 
conscience in the sight of God. 

 
Money tells soooo much about a 
person’s heart, and especially about 
the heart of a supposed Christian 
minister or leader. There are and have 
been ever since the beginning of the 
church, wicked people who “love 
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sordid gain” as the old KJV puts it. In 
order to get rich off the gospel, the 
peddler has to change it. He does so, as 
Paul says, in disgraceful, underhanded 
ways, using cunning and tampering 
with God’s Word.  Please notice that 
this is still another instance of the 
Scriptures warning us about 
DECEPTION. 
 
But back to our point. We have before 
us this morning a wonderful portion of 
God’s Word that is an example of the 
presence of the Spirit of God bringing 
us liberty, not bondage.  When we 
think of God’s instruction about 
giving, if we are understanding it in 
truth, we will feel an excitement, not a 
drudgery. In many ways I was brought 
up to feel and think that giving to the 
Lord’s work was  
 
1) Stupid, or  
2) a tax.   
 
In either case, it was joyless giving, 
and please mark this down- that is 
NOT of the Lord.   
 
Ok, remember the setting. These 
Corinthians had resolved, one year 
earlier, to participate in the offering 
Paul was gathering for the relief of 
suffering believers in Jerusalem. But 
they got cold feet – perhaps because of 
the false teachers among them who 
were working to alienate them from 
Paul and the gospel. Paul had reported 

to the churches up north in Macedonia 
(who had responded to this offering in 
an incredible and obviously Spirit-
motivated generosity), that Corinth 
would also participate. Now, in 
advance of Paul’s return visit to 
Corinth along with some from 
Macedonia, he is giving the 
Corinthians a “heads up.”  He is 
reminding them of their promises of a 
year ago and he uses the occasion to 
instruct them (and us) about some vital 
principles of Christian giving. 
 
The Object of this Offering 
 
Follow along as I read once again 
chapter 9.  In fact, I think I will begin 
by reading a bit from 8:1ff to refresh 
your memory about the incredible 
outpouring of giving Paul had 
witnessed in Macedonia (Berea, 
Philippi, Thessalonica) – 
 
2 Corinthians 8:1-15  We want you 
to know, brothers, about the grace 
of God that has been given among 
the churches of Macedonia,  (2)  for 
in a severe test of affliction, their 
abundance of joy and their extreme 
poverty have overflowed in a 
wealth of generosity on their part.  
(3)  For they gave according to 
their means, as I can testify, and 
beyond their means, of their own 
accord,  (4)  begging us earnestly 
for the favor of taking part in the 
relief of the saints--  (5)  and this, 
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not as we expected, but they gave 
themselves first to the Lord and 
then by the will of God to us.  (6)  
Accordingly, we urged Titus that as 
he had started, so he should 
complete among you this act of 
grace.  (7)  But as you excel in 
everything--in faith, in speech, in 
knowledge, in all earnestness, and 
in our love for you--see that you 
excel in this act of grace also.  (8)  I 
say this not as a command, but to 
prove by the earnestness of others 
that your love also is genuine.  (9)  
For you know the grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that though he was 
rich, yet for your sake he became 
poor, so that you by his poverty 
might become rich.  (10)  And in 
this matter I give my judgment: 
this benefits you, who a year ago 
started not only to do this work but 
also to desire to do it.  (11)  So now 
finish doing it as well, so that your 
readiness in desiring it may be 
matched by your completing it out 
of what you have.  (12)  For if the 
readiness is there, it is acceptable 
according to what a person has, not 
according to what he does not have.  
(13)  For I do not mean that others 
should be eased and you burdened, 
but that as a matter of fairness  (14)  
your abundance at the present time 
should supply their need, so that 
their abundance may supply your 
need, that there may be fairness.  
(15)  As it is written, "Whoever 

gathered much had nothing left 
over, and whoever gathered little 
had no lack." 

 
Now to chapter 9:6ff – 
 
2 Corinthians 9:6-15  The point is 
this: whoever sows sparingly will 
also reap sparingly, and whoever 
sows bountifully will also reap 
bountifully.  (7)  Each one must 
give as he has decided in his heart, 
not reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a 
cheerful giver.  (8)  And God is able 
to make all grace abound to you, so 
that having all sufficiency in all 
things at all times, you may abound 
in every good work.  (9)  As it is 
written, "He has distributed freely, 
he has given to the poor; his 
righteousness endures forever."  
(10)  He who supplies seed to the 
sower and bread for food will 
supply and multiply your seed for 
sowing and increase the harvest of 
your righteousness.  (11)  You will 
be enriched in every way to be 
generous in every way, which 
through us will produce 
thanksgiving to God.  (12)  For the 
ministry of this service is not only 
supplying the needs of the saints 
but is also overflowing in many 
thanksgivings to God.  (13)  By 
their approval of this service, they 
will glorify God because of your 
submission flowing from your 
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confession of the gospel of Christ, 
and the generosity of your 
contribution for them and for all 
others,  (14)  while they long for 
you and pray for you, because of 
the surpassing grace of God upon 
you.  (15)  Thanks be to God for his 
inexpressible gift! 

 
Alright then, let’s first consider the 
object of this offering. I don’t mean the 
goal, but rather the people for whom 
the offering is being gathered. This 
was a ministry for the saints, a relief of 
the saints (9:1; 8:4). They were 
Christians who were truly in need.  
Paul repeatedly calls this offering “an 
act of grace” and attributes it to the 
workings of the Spirit that resulted in 
people in great need themselves giving 
beyond their ability to give, begging to 
take part in this ministry.  
 
As a result of this offering being 
something that the Lord really was 
calling upon His people to gather, it 
was not something that Paul merely 
dreamed up. It wasn’t anything that he 
had to “make” happen. It was like the 
scene back in Exodus 35 which we 
read about earlier – the gathering of 
the offering for the tabernacle. Notice 
some things about the object of this 
giving: 
 
1.  It was something that the Lord truly 
was in – it was HIS work. 
 

2.  The Lord’s people recognized it as 
the Lord’s ministry as the Holy Spirit 
in them directed them and impelled 
them to cheerfully and sacrificially 
give.  
 
3.  It was a ministry for the needs of 
the Lord’s people who were truly 
suffering. 
 
There are other objects of giving 
mentioned in Scripture as well. You 
have for example 1) the support of the 
ministry of the Word (teaching, 
preaching, missions)  and 2) the 
support of the ministry of worship 
(such as the gathering of materials for 
the construction of the tabernacle).  
But here we have one of the chief 
objects of Christian giving – the needs 
of the saints. 
 
It is always wisdom to examine 
proposed objects of giving when they 
are put before us. Especially since we 
know that there are deceivers 
abounding all around us who claim to 
be serving Christ. How many dollars 
are given each year to charlatans who 
claim to be doing the Lord’s work?  It 
is out responsibility to “test the spirits” 
to see if they are of God.  Just because 
someone claims they are taking up an 
offering for some needy people in 
some part of the world is not proof that 
they are of Christ at all.  
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But Scripture does teach us that one of 
the primary ways we have to show our 
love for Christ’s people, for our 
brothers and sisters in Christ, is 
through cheerful, gracious giving when 
they are in need. Let me read you some 
examples: 
 
Deuteronomy 10:18  He executes 
justice for the fatherless and the 
widow, and loves the sojourner, 
giving him food and clothing. 
 
Deuteronomy 14:29  And the 
Levite, because he has no portion 
or inheritance with you, and the 
sojourner, the fatherless, and the 
widow, who are within your towns, 
shall come and eat and be filled, 
that the LORD your God may bless 
you in all the work of your hands 
that you do. 
 
Deuteronomy 24:19-21  "When you 
reap your harvest in your field and 
forget a sheaf in the field, you shall 
not go back to get it. It shall be for 
the sojourner, the fatherless, and 
the widow, that the LORD your 
God may bless you in all the work 
of your hands.  (20)  When you 
beat your olive trees, you shall not 
go over them again. It shall be for 
the sojourner, the fatherless, and 
the widow.  (21)  When you gather 
the grapes of your vineyard, you 
shall not strip it afterward. It shall 

be for the sojourner, the fatherless, 
and the widow. 
 
Isaiah 1:16-17  Wash yourselves; 
make yourselves clean; remove the 
evil of your deeds from before my 
eyes; cease to do evil,  (17)  learn to 
do good; seek justice, correct 
oppression; bring justice to the 
fatherless, plead the widow's cause. 
 
Deuteronomy 15:11  For there will 
never cease to be poor in the land. 
Therefore I command you, 'You 
shall open wide your hand to your 
brother, to the needy and to the 
poor, in your land.' 
 
Deuteronomy 24:12-15  And if he is 
a poor man, you shall not sleep in 
his pledge.  (13)  You shall restore 
to him the pledge as the sun sets, 
that he may sleep in his cloak and 
bless you. And it shall be 
righteousness for you before the 
LORD your God.  (14)  "You shall 
not oppress a hired servant who is 
poor and needy, whether he is one 
of your brothers or one of the 
sojourners who are in your land 
within your towns.  (15)  You shall 
give him his wages on the same 
day, before the sun sets (for he is 
poor and counts on it), lest he cry 
against you to the LORD, and you 
be guilty of sin. 
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So we could go on and on citing many 
other examples. The Lord is the 
defender of the poor, of the oppressed, 
of the widow, and He calls upon us to 
do the same. I gave you a very 
common and contemporary example of 
such a need last week – taking an 
offering for the common widow of our 
day, the Christian who is abuse victim. 
This category of need is rampant in the 
church today. 
 
NOTE:  Let me share a theory of mine 
that I have been thinking quite a lot 
about lately. Could it be that the cause 
of the high divorce rate in the church is 
not so much due to sinful people just 
wanting to get out of their marriage as 
we have been told it is, but that the 
breakdown of the family and marriages 
is in fact much more commonly due to 
an abuser hiding behind the cloak of 
Christianity?  If that is the case, even 
in part, then think of the ramifications! 
It would mean that much of the focus 
on the family, marriage retreats, 
marriage counseling efforts trying to 
quell the divorce rate has been based 
upon a very flawed diagnosis of what 
the real problem is!    
 
But to return. Let’s look more closely 
at some of the foundational principles 
of cheerful, gracious giving on the part 
of Christ’s people. 
 
Sowing and Reaping 
 

We have already seen in chapters 8-9 
the emphasis upon voluntary, willful 
giving.  Giving in Christ is not 
motivated by external compulsion – 
the kind of compulsion that we have 
been so often subjected to.  We have 
seen Paul use these phrases: 
 

• The grace of God 
• This act of grace 
• A wealth of generosity 
• Of their own accord 
• Begging us earnestly 
• Genuine love 
• Readiness 
• A willing gift, not an exaction 

 
Now, this does not preclude Paul from 
exhorting them!  But Paul knew that 
this ministry was indeed the work of 
Christ, as evidenced by what had 
happened at Macedonia, and he wants 
the Corinthians, for their own benefit 
as well as for the needy, to participate 
in it, yet of their own accord.  
 
So, consider this church here. We put 
what we believe are the Lord’s needs 
before you each year. We believe that 
they accurately represent the Lord’s 
work. But beyond that, you must be 
convinced of it in your own hearts by 
the Spirit of Christ, so that as you give 
to these needs and ministries, you do 
so out of a cheerful heart, not 
grudgingly.  Listen to it again – 
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2 Corinthians 9:6-7  The point is 
this: whoever sows sparingly will 
also reap sparingly, and whoever 
sows bountifully will also reap 
bountifully.  (7)  Each one must 
give as he has decided in his heart, 
not reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a 
cheerful giver. 

 
Is it a valid need, approved of by God, 
for us to have and maintain this facility 
in which to gather together? I think so, 
and we are very thankful for it. Is the 
ministry of the Word of God 
something that the Lord calls upon His 
people to support? Yes, Scripture is 
clear on that.  But as these needs are 
put before you in this church (and 
sometimes outside this church), Paul 
tells us all that we must understand 
some basic principles that are always 
true about giving because they reflect 
the way God Himself works.  For 
instance, 
 

• Sow sparingly = reap sparingly 
• Sow bountifully = a bountiful 

harvest 
 
So here is what has been called “the 
law of the harvest.” Think of a field.  
You’ve got the thing all worked and 
ready for the seed. Now, a seed is an 
incredible thing – in itself one seed 
proves that God exists! Think of a 
wheat seed.  If you put that one seed in 
the ground, the rest is up to the Lord. 

You have given that one seed away, 
and you have done so by faith – faith 
that it is going to germinate and grow, 
but also that it is going to do what 
seeds do – multiply itself. How many 
wheat seeds are produced by one that 
is planted?  I never counted the seeds 
in a head of wheat, but I googled it!  
Answer: 40-50.  So if even a 50% 
germination results, you still have a 
huge multiplication of seed. You get 
the seed that you planted back, plus 
many-fold more. 
 
If we are going to reap, then we must 
first sow. 
 
NOTE: I am not promising you that if 
you give generously to some program 
myself or someone else is trying to sell 
you on, that God is going to just dump 
50 times more money in your lap, and 
our budget is rather short right now, so 
come on, contribute.  No, what we 
want to learn are the principles that 
God sets out for us here, and follow 
them. 
 
Look at verses 8-9 once more: 
 
2 Corinthians 9:8-9  And God is 
able to make all grace abound to 
you, so that having all sufficiency in 
all things at all times, you may 
abound in every good work.  (9)  As 
it is written, "He has distributed 
freely, he has given to the poor; his 
righteousness endures forever." 



 8

Verse 9 is a quote from Psalm 112 and 
it is talking about the righteous man. 
Listen to it – 
 
Psalms 112:1-10  Praise the LORD! 
Blessed is the man who fears the 
LORD, who greatly delights in his 
commandments!  (2)  His offspring 
will be mighty in the land; the 
generation of the upright will be 
blessed.   
 
(3)  Wealth and riches are in his 
house, and his righteousness 
endures forever.   
 
(4)  Light dawns in the darkness for 
the upright; he is gracious, 
merciful, and righteous.  (5)  
It is well with the man who 
deals generously and lends; 
who conducts his affairs with 
justice.  (6)  For the righteous will 
never be moved; he will be 
remembered forever.  (7)  He is not 
afraid of bad news; his heart is 
firm, trusting in the LORD.  (8)  
His heart is steady; he will not be 
afraid, until he looks in triumph on 
his adversaries.   
 
(9)  He has distributed freely; 
he has given to the poor; his 
righteousness endures forever; his 
horn is exalted in honor.  (10)  The 
wicked man sees it and is angry; he 
gnashes his teeth and melts away; 
the desire of the wicked will perish! 

What is this wealth that the Lord gives 
such a person? I don’t know for 
certain, but it certainly is not limited to 
money. Generally, it is the blessing of 
the Lord upon him and his family.  It 
seems that here it is often referred to as 
“righteousness.” It’s also called the 
same in 2 Cor 9:10. Whatever this 
blessing is, you can be sure of this: the 
one who sows sparingly will not reap 
much of it. 
 
Now, consider verses 10-11, 
 
2 Corinthians 9:10-11  He who 
supplies seed to the sower and 
bread for food will supply and 
multiply your seed for sowing and 
increase the harvest of your 
righteousness.  (11)  You will be 
enriched in every way to be 
generous in every way, which 
through us will produce 
thanksgiving to God. 

 
We mentioned this before, but here it 
is in verse 10. When we sow seed, we 
are trusting that in “throwing away the 
seed,” the Lord will do two things: 
 
1. Replace the seed we planted so that 
next season we can plant again, and in 
fact give us even MORE to sow, 
 
2. Provide enough harvest seed for 
bread – for our provision. 
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So it is in this matter of giving when 
the Lord is at work in us to graciously 
desire to give to the need He sets 
before us. He says that if we sow 
generously, he will give us more 
generosity – you will be enriched in 
every way to be generous in every way 
and the whole thing results in God’s 
glory (thanksgiving).   
 
You see this glory again in the 
remainder of the chapter- 
 
2 Corinthians 9:12-15  For the 
ministry of this service is not only 
supplying the needs of the saints 
but is also overflowing in many 
thanksgivings to God.  (13)  By 
their approval of this service, they 
will glorify God because of your 
submission flowing from your 
confession of the gospel of Christ, 
and the generosity of your 
contribution for them and for all 
others,  (14)  while they long for 
you and pray for you, because of 
the surpassing grace of God upon 
you.  (15)  Thanks be to God for his 
inexpressible gift! 

 
That is to say, this gracious, cheerful 
giving to the Lord – in this case, giving 
to the needs of persecuted and hurting 
Christians, is WORSHIP that gives 
glory to God. In addition, notice that 
this gracious, cheerful giving flows 
from, is a direct result of, the 
confession of Christ.  It is a fruit of a 

heart changed by Christ, flowing from 
the realization of what God in Christ 
has done for us – given us the 
inexpressible gift of salvation. 
 
We desire to know Christ better. We 
want His Spirit to work powerfully in 
us and to energize everything we do 
here. We want to see Him enliven our 
worship of Him, and our service of 
Him, and our knowledge of Him.  We 
want, in other words, a harvest of His 
righteousness.   
 
And what the Apostle Paul is telling us 
here is that the way to that harvest is 
by sowing cheerfully and generously 
as the Lord directs us in our own 
hearts to sow. Letting loose, rather 
than clinging to, remembering always 
that the ultimate cause of our giving is 
God’s giving of His Son to us. 
 
 
 
 
 


