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[Sunday, December 11, 2016] The Church Series, The Practices of the Church, Part 
1 – Craig Thurman 
 

The Practices of the Church 
 

The church has two ordinances which they observe: the Lord’s Supper and 
baptism.  Some will add the doctrine of foot washing; others will add the doctrine 
of handling snakes.   
 
An ordinance is something handed down.  For an ordinance to be a church 
ordinance it must have as its foundation the very Word of God.  For example both 
of the ordinances of baptism and the Lord’s Supper are commanded to all of 
those who would come into the fellowship of a N.T. church (referring to baptism), 
and have come (referring to the Lord’s Supper).  (Acts 2:38, baptism; 1Co.11.24, 
the Lord’s Supper) Ordinances or traditions which lack the Word of God are 
unenforceable no matter how good they might seem to be.  So, for a church to 
have a practice which is specifically for those saints, it must be found in God’s 
Word. 
 

The Ordinance of Foot Washing 
 
This is taken from John chapter 13, verses 1-13.  Particularly, verses 12-15 is the 
proof text for those who advocate foot washing as an ordinance of the Lord’s N.t. 
church.   
 

Jo.13.12  So after he had washed their feet, and had taken his garments, 
and was set down again, he said unto them, Know ye what I have done to 
you? 
13  Ye call me Master and Lord: and ye say well; for so I am. 
14  If I then, your Lord and Master, have washed your feet; ye also ought to 
wash one another’s feet. 
15  For I have given you an example, that ye should do as I have done to 
you. 

 
There are a number of obstacles which oppose the notion of foot washing as a 
church ordinance. 
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1.  The single instance of the mention of this practice, and so it is for any 
other once-proposed practice, is not enough to substantiate a teaching.  
There is not a single instance which shows that anyone, other than our Lord 
actually washed the feet of the saints.  Lk.7.38, 44 ( there is the occasion 
when a woman brought an alabaster box of ointment and washed our 
Lord’s feet with her tears) and Mt.26.7 (cf.Jo.12.3) are two instances of 
woman washing the feet of our Lord Jesus with their tears.  Both of these 
show a semblance of the custom of foot washing as it was in the land of 
Palestine, but instead of water they used their tears.  Both of these acts 
preceded the time of Jesus’ foot washing example in John chapter 13.   
Therefore what they did, no matter how agreeable it is to what our Lord 
commanded, was unrelated in that there was no commandment 
compelling them to wash his feet with water or with tears.  Other than 
1Ti.5.10 there is no other mention of the issue of foot washing in the Word 
of God.  As an ordinance of the church it is never addressed in Scripture by 
any of the apostles.  The custom foot washing was a common practice 
performed by servants, hosts, or being self-administered.  (Lk.7.44; 
Jn.13.14, by a servant or lowly one; Jo.13.12; 1Ti.5.10, by the host; 
Ge.43.34; Jud.19.21; S.of Sol.5.3, self-administered)   
 
A doctrine cannot be established without the witness of two or three 
examples.  Those who would claim that the practice of literally washing one 
another’s feet is a church ordinance must provide at least one or two other 
suitable texts for support.  But there is none. 
 
2.  The issue of foot washing was presented as a type for some other, real, 
greater truth. 
 

 Jo.13.15  For I have given you an example, that ye should do as I 
have done to you. 
 

example, u[po<deigma, u]po beneath, under, with, in +  

dei<knumi, KJV, always (31) shew; combined with the Gr. 

prepositions a]po< to put forth a show; e]pi would be to put 

upon a show; u[po< to put below a show; and so, this is 

something other than what it appears to be on the surface; 
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u[po<deigma, KJV, example 4 (Jo.13.15; He.4.11; 8.5; Ja.5.10), 

ensample 1 (2Pe.2.6), patterns 1 (He.9.23); an example.  
 

A pattern or example is something that represents the real. My beloved, in 
my estimation, is a seamstress. She can make garments from bolts of fabric.  
When she will make a garment she buys a pattern.  This pattern represents 
what she hopes to have as a garment when she is finished with it.  It is not 
the pattern that she will wear, but the garment which the pattern 
represents.  So as she does her work she lays out the material, carefully 
pins the pattern pieces all about the fabric, cuts and folds, and sews.  When 
complete the pattern is laid aside and the garment that she had hoped for 
is ready to be put on.  Jesus used foot washing as a pattern to teach the 
disciples about real service to one another.  Foot washing can be laid aside 
because now they know what real service to one another involves.   

 
Jn.13.12  So after he had washed their feet, and had taken his 
garments, and was set down again, he said unto them, Know ye what 
I have done to you? 

 
Now, if foot washing was the lesson being taught the question our Lord 
asked is unnecessary.  The apostles could plainly see and understand the 
custom of foot washing.  So, there is more to this than washing feet. 

 
13  Ye call me Master and Lord: and ye say well; for so I am. 
14  If I then, your Lord and Master, have washed your feet; [then] ye 
also ought to wash one another’s feet.  

 
There are no lords among the people of God; only servants.  To be clear, 
the officers of the church are, if anything, the servants of servants, the 
servants’ servants.  The members of the Lord churches are all brethren, 
brothers and sisters in Christ.  By serving one another we serve Christ.  
Notice, as we back up in the text a few verses that the issue of washing in 
this portion of Scripture (vss.4-9) points to some other real and significant 
issue.  

 
Jn.13.10  Jesus saith to him, He that is washed needeth not save to 
wash his feet, but is clean every whit: and ye are clean, but not all. 
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11  For he knew who should betray him; therefore said he, Ye are not 
all clean. 
 

Washed in what way?  These terms are used to communicate that eleven of 
the twelve disciples had been washed from the guiltiness of sin before God.  
One of them had not been washed in this way. 

  
Joh 1:29  The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, 
Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world. 

 
Re 1:4  John to the seven churches which are in Asia: Grace be unto 
you, and peace, from … 
5  … Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first begotten of 
the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth. Unto him that 
loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood … 

 
And since the eleven had been washed (Gr. lou<w) of their guilt for sin 

before God by the death of Jesus Christ for them,  
 

Heb 9:22  … and without shedding of blood is no remission. 
 

their need now is for a partial washing (Gr. ni<ptw).  This partial washing 

would serve to relieve them of the filthiness of sin that might be contracted 
as they conducted themselves through the day, in much the same way as 
feet became dirty as they walked the paths and roads shod with sandals. 
Our Lord was showing us how he, as our Lord and Master, washed us from 
our daily defilement through His service in our behalf, and that we are to 
do the same in our service to one another.  But on this point there need be 
clarity. 

 
Jesus Christ alone forgives and cleanses His own from both the guilt and the 
filth of sin before God.  And concerning our washing one another’s feet, our 
service to one another, it is not the actual washing from the defilement of 
sin, but the faithful service to one another in spite of the defilement that 
we all incur, Jesus excepted.  In this way we can help one another come 
from sin and draw closer to the Father and the Son.  But the actual washing 
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from defilement of sin is by Spirit of God working in the heart of the 
children of God. 

 
What truth are we being taught?  Did Jesus command us to take a basin of 
water, a towel, and wash the feet of one another?  To this we also ask 
when, where, and how often are we to apply this teaching?  There is 
nothing to govern us as a church in the literal application of foot washing.  
Or, are we taught to receive one another, and love one another, and serve 
one another in spite of our glaring deficiencies?  We know that the actual 
washing is a work of the Spirit of God within the heart of every child of God.   

 
Ga 5:13  … by love serve one another. 

 
Faithful service to one another will always point the saints to Christ’s 
forgiveness and cleansing.  That is the sense behind foot washing. 

  
The Ordinance of Snake Handling 

 
Like the claims for the ordinances of foot washing and head covering, snake 
handling comes from a single text of Scripture. 
  

Mk.16.15  And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the 
gospel to every creature. 
16  He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth 
not shall be damned. 
17  And these signs shall follow  
 

shall follow, parakolouqh<sei,3ps. fut. ind. of parakolouqe<w, 

para< about +  a]kolouqe<w, to follow, (reach, Re.18.5), 

 
them that believe; In my name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak 
with new tongues; 
18  They shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall 
not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover. 
 

In this text, we must address the whole issue.  It all stands together.  The handling 
of snakes, casting out devils, speaking with new tongues, drinking of poisonous 
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things, and healing are combined.  They either stand or fall together.  But what 
we find among those who advocate any of these things is that they are very 
selective or emphatic of one or some to the exclusion of the others.    
 
First of all, it is Biblical fact that the early churches did not have the written record 
of the Word of God called the New Testament.  On account of this the Spirit of 
God performed special works in the churches. (1Co.12.29; Gal.3.5) Enough was 
done to instruct and guide the saints during this time.  (1Co.14.22-25) Once the 
New Testament Scriptures were received these special manifestations became 
unnecessary and were done away.  
 

1Co 13:10  But when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part 
shall be done away. 

 
Second, what we witness today are acts of the will of men as these so-called 
special demonstrations of the Spirit are performed.  But this contradicts the 
record of Scripture.  In the early church these special works were not performed 
at the whim or will of men. These things were performed at the will of the Spirit 
of God, and those who were used of the Spirit were passive instruments of His 
grace.   
 

Speaking in new tongues: 
Acts 2.1 ¶  And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all 
with one accord in one place. 
2  And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty 
wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting. 
3  And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat 
upon each of them. 
4  And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with 
other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. 
 
Snake handling: 
Acts 28.3  And when Paul had gathered a bundle of sticks, and laid them on 
the fire, there came a viper out of the heat, and fastened on his hand. 
4  And when the barbarians saw the venomous beast hang on his hand, they 
said among themselves, No doubt this man is a murderer, whom, though he 
hath escaped the sea, yet vengeance suffereth not to live. 
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5  And he shook off the beast into the fire, and felt no harm. 
6  Howbeit they looked when he should have swollen, or fallen down dead 
suddenly: but after they had looked a great while, and saw no harm come 
to him, they changed their minds, and said that he was a god. 
 
Healing (Peter and John didn’t go up to the temple with the intent to heal): 
Acts 3.1 ¶  Now Peter and John went up together into the temple at the 
hour of prayer, being the ninth hour. 
2  And a certain man lame from his mother’s womb was carried, whom they 
laid daily at the gate of the temple which is called Beautiful, to ask alms of 
them that entered into the temple; 
3  Who seeing Peter and John about to go into the temple asked an alms. 
4  And Peter, fastening his eyes upon him with John, said, Look on us. 
5  And he gave heed unto them, expecting to receive something of them. 
6  Then Peter said, Silver and gold have I none; but such as I have give I 
thee: In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth rise up and walk. 
 
Acts 5.12 ¶  And by the hands of the apostles were many signs and wonders 
wrought among the people; 
… 
15  Insomuch that they brought forth the sick into the streets, and laid them 
on beds and couches, that at the least the shadow of Peter passing by might 
overshadow some of them. 

 
Acts 19.11  And God wrought special miracles by the hands of Paul: 
12  So that from his body were brought unto the sick handkerchiefs or 
aprons, and the diseases departed from them, and the evil spirits went out 
of them. 

 
Casting out devils: 
Lu 11:14  And he was casting out a devil, and it was dumb. And it came to 
pass, when the devil was gone out, the dumb spake; and the people 
wondered. 
 

Notice that the instances of casting out devils it was the people 
coming to them.  Jesus and the disciples did not seek them out. 
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There is no recorded instance of drinking any deadly thing. 
 

The matter of casting out devils, speaking with new tongues, snake handling, 
drinking poisonous substances, and are not church ordinances.  There is no 
commandment for the churches to do them.  The Word of God only states that … 
these signs shall follow (fut. ind.) them that believe … This is just a statement of 
fact.  Except for drinking any deadly thing (aor. subj. if it should drink any deadly 
thing …), these are all in the future indicative voice.  They are simple statements 
of fact that shall be after the ascension of Christ.  It doesn’t tell us how, when, 
where, or for how long. 

 
The Ordinance of the Head Covering 

 
Because we have recently studied this subject in the congregation I will be brief. 
(a link to that study is provided)  The practice of the head covering, which is called 
an ordinance, concerns headship; superior roles and subordinate ones which 
should be observable in every setting of the Christian’s life, whether assembled in 
a congregation or not.  (cf. 1Co.11.3)  
 

Headcovering as an ordinance: 
1Co 11:2  Now I praise you, brethren, that ye remember me in all things, 
and keep the ordinances, as I delivered them to you. 
 

ordinances, parado<seij, acc. pl. of para<dosij, para< preposition 

to be near, beside + di<dwmi, to give;  so something given for them to 

observe; KJV, tradition (12), ordinance (1). 
 

This particular ordinance of the head covering is unique because while it has no 
commandment, and it is as we mentioned above with reference to foot washing, 
only found this one time in the Bible, it is coupled with a witness of nature. 
(1Co.11.14, doth not even nature teach you).  The church related brethren have 
enough information so that they may be able to discern it and make application of 
it to their lives.  But being it lacks an outright commandment we must leave the 
application of it to the conscience of the Christian. 
 

1Co.11.16  But if any man seem to be contentious, we have no such custom, 
neither the churches of God.   
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And what is that covering?  The answer is found in verses 14 and 15.   
 

1Co.11.14  Doth not even nature itself teach you, that, if a man have long 
hair, it is a shame unto him? 
15  But if a woman have long hair, it is a glory to her: for her hair is given 
her for a covering. 

 
Verse 15 tells us clearly that the woman’s long hair is given her for a covering, 
peribolai<ou, gen. sing. of peribo<laion, verb periba<llw, peri peri, as in 

circumference, about +  ba<llw, to cast; so a cast-about.  In the Septuagint (LXX), 

the Greek Old Testament Scriptures, the translation of peribo<laion is 

dependent upon the context in which it is found.   It is translated as clothing, 
garment, covering, cloak and raiment, and these terms refer to covering the 
body, nakedness, sky (heaven), hell, and the deep. (cf. Ex.22.27; Deu.27.12; Job 
26.6; Ps.102.26; 104.6; Is.50.3; 59.7; Jer.15.12; Ez.16.13; 27.7)  peribolh is 

translated garment in Ge.49.11.  *peribo<loj is translated border in Is.54.12, and 

round about Ez.40.5; 42.20.  In other words the woman’s hair is given her for a 
garment.  There is no need for the addition of an artificial device to be placed 
upon her head to show her subjection to her husband.  That would be a practical 
redundancy.  I offer this for our consideration and close this topic. 
 

For the man: 
If long hair brings shame to the man’s Head, Jesus Christ, and being covered 
brings shame to Him, then long hair and being covered are the same thing.     
 
For the woman: 
If being uncovered is a dishonor to her head, the husband, but long hair is a 
glory to her (and to her husband), then, being covered and having long hair 
must be the same thing. 

 
See the original study entitled, The Headcovering for the Man and the 
Woman posted in both audio and written media online @ 
www.sermonaudio.com/hiddenhillssgbapt/.  The written media can also be 
downloaded from the .edocs page.) 

 

http://www.sermonaudio.com/hiddenhillssgbapt/
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The conclusion is that this ordinance would have Christians to know that both 
their appearance and order as men and woman is honorable whenever they are 
in harmony with the revealed will of God.   Men and women are to look like men 
and women.  Men and woman are to take their ordered places in the will of God.  
Men ought to lead their wives, govern in their homes, and in the churches.  Wives 
are to be in subjection to their own husbands, and be silent in the congregation.    
(1Co.14.34, 35, 40; 1Ti.2.12; ) The doctrine of Christ is the mind of God for the 
churches.  No matter what the world might think or does contrary to this the 
children of God should always order their lives according to the Word of God. 
 


