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To God Be the Glory through Jesus Christ: Romans 16:25-27 

Ben Reaoch, Three Rivers Grace Church 
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th

, 2014 

 It’s hard to believe we’re at the end of Romans.  We started 

this journey about 2 ½  years ago.  We’ve taken some short detours 

for other sermon series (Proverbs, and a sermon series on Gospel 

Growth).  But for the most part, we’ve been studying this letter of 

Romans for over 2 years.  That may seem like a long time to study 

one book of the Bible.  But I hope you realize, we’ve really only 

scratched the surface.  There’s much more to study here.  There’s 

much more for us to glean from this great letter.  And, of course, 

it’s my hope that individually and as a church we will continue to 

learn from this letter even after we’re done with this sermon series. 

 In case you’re wondering what’s coming next, Andrew 

Hughes will be preaching next Sunday and Fred Higgs the Sunday 

after that.  For January I plan to preach some sermons on the 

importance of Scripture and prayer in our personal Christian lives.  

And then I’m planning to start a series in the book of Joshua.  

We’ve spent a lot of time in the New Testament, and I’m thinking 

we’ll spend the bulk of 2015 in the Old Testament.   

 Here’s what I want to do this morning.  I want to briefly 

remind you of some of the important themes of Romans.  Then I 

want to focus on a few themes that appear in Paul’s final doxology 

of the letter as well as in the introduction of the letter.   

To remind you what we’ve learned in this great book, 

here’s a very brief overview of Romans.  We have to remember 

that this letter was written, not just as a theological treatise, but as 

a missionary support letter.  Paul, the missionary, the church 

planter, was writing to the church in Rome, asking for their support 

to launch him on his way to Spain.  This letter makes clear to them 

the Gospel he preaches—the Good News which is for both Jews 

and Gentiles.  It is to go out to all the nations. 

 Paul begins the letter with a greeting, and right away he is 

speaking about the gospel.  And then, in verses 16-17 of chapter 1, 

he gives the thesis statement of the letter, which is then unpacked 

in the chapters that follow. 

“For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of 

God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and 

also to the Greek. For in it the righteousness of God is revealed 

from faith for faith, as it is written, “The righteous shall live by 

faith.”” (Romans 1:16–17, ESV)  
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Then, from 1:18 to 3:20 Paul teaches about the reality of 

sin, which finally leads to the glorious Gospel statements at the end 

of chapter 3.  “[A]ll have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 

and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that 

is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a propitiation by his 

blood, to be received by faith.” (Romans 3:23–25, ESV)  

 Chapter 4 continues to unpack the idea of justification by 

faith alone by going back and examining the Old Testament 

character Abraham who “believed God, and it was counted to him 

as righteousness” (Genesis 15:6).  Paul teaches the concept of 

imputation, the crediting of Christ’s righteousness to those who 

believe.   

Chapter 5 goes into further detail on this, contrasting union 

with Adam and union with Christ.  And then chapters 6 and 7 

respond to objections.  Does justification by faith alone mean that 

people can continue in sin?  And if we’re not under the law 

anymore, does that imply that the law is sin?  Paul responds to 

those important questions in chapters 6-7. 

 And then chapter 8 gives us great assurance of this 

salvation.  There is no condemnation for those who are in Christ 

Jesus.  And there is no separation.  Nothing can separate us from 

the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.  God saves, by His 

sovereign power and love, and He will work all things for our good 

and see us through to the end. 

 In chapters 9-11 Paul establishes the point that God’s Word 

has not failed.  It is heartbreaking to see that so many Jews, God’s 

special chosen people, are rejecting the Messiah.  Paul takes the 

time to build a solid case for God’s faithfulness to His promises in 

spite of the troubling reality that the Jews, by and large, are 

rejecting their Messiah.  A major component of this defense is the 

teaching of unconditional election.  God never promised to save 

every physical descendant of Abraham.  The reality of God’s 

unconditional election has always been evident—Isaac was chosen 

instead of Ishmael, Jacob was chosen instead of Esau.  God is free 

to do this, and He does it all for His glory.   

As it says in verses 21-23 of chapter 9: “Has the potter no 

right over the clay, to make out of the same lump one vessel for 

honorable use and another for dishonorable use? What if God, 

desiring to show his wrath and to make known his power (you see, 

this is part of God displaying the full spectrum of His perfect 

attributes), has endured with much patience vessels of wrath 

prepared for destruction, in order to make known the riches of his 
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glory for vessels of mercy, which he has prepared beforehand for 

glory—” (Romans 9:21–23, ESV)  

 There is a great doxology at the end of chapter 11, and then 

chapter 12 begins the section of practical application.  “I appeal to 

you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your 

bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is 

your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be 

transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may 

discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and 

perfect.” (Romans 12:1–2, ESV)  

 Then he launches into many, many direct instructions about 

spiritual gifts, Christian love, submitting to the governing 

authorities, and getting along with one another in the church.  In 

fact, he spends a whole lot of time on that last topic in chapters 14-

15.  How can we get along in spite of many differences?  Issues 

like how to observe the Sabbath or whether or not to drink alcohol.  

We may have different personal practices, but we shouldn’t divide 

over such things.  We shouldn’t judge or look down on one another 

because of these differences. 

 Finally, Paul shares some about his travel plans and 

expresses his sincere desire to visit Rome.  He greets many 

individuals personally, gives a final warning about avoiding those 

who cause divisions and lead people astray, and then finishes the 

letter with this final doxology in verses 25-27 of chapter 16. 

 Now, to highlight the unity of this letter, I want to go back 

and read Romans 1:1-7 so that you can see how Paul begins and 

concludes the letter in such similar ways.  And then we’ll consider 

a few of these themes that are common to both the introduction and 

conclusion.     

The Gospel Concealed and Revealed 

 There’s an interesting tension here of the Gospel being 

foreshadowed in the Old Testament but not fully and clearly 

revealed until the coming of Christ.  As I just read in Romans 1, 

Paul refers to the gospel as being promised beforehand through the 

prophets in the holy Scriptures.  That’s a reference to the Old 

Testament prophets.   

 Also in Romans 3:21, Paul states that “now the 

righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, 

although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it.”  There we 

sense that tension of the Old Testament bearing witness to it, but 

now it has been manifested in a new way. 
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 And that tension is especially felt in the way Paul says it in 

Romans 16:25-26, where he speaks of the gospel and the preaching 

of Christ which is “according to the revelation of the mystery that 

was kept secret for long ages but has now been disclosed and 

through the prophetic writings has been made known to all nations 

. . .”     

 There’s a sense in which this message was promised and 

foreshadowed in the Old Testament, but there’s also a sense in 

which it was veiled, only now (in the coming of Christ) to be fully 

manifested.   

Let me mention some places in the Old Testament where 

we see the gospel message anticipated.  We can trace this all the 

way back to Genesis 3:15—the protoevangelion, or the first 

gospel.  God said to the serpent, in the midst of pronouncing the 

curse upon sin, “I will put enmity between you and the woman, 

and between your offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your 

head, and you shall bruise his heel.”  Even in that moment, 

immediately following the Fall, there was already a proclamation 

of Good News.  God was already making this promise that He 

would send a Savior, who would be an offspring of the woman, 

and this Savior would crush the head of the serpent.     

 And then throughout the rest of the Old Testament there are 

additional promises and prophecies of God’s plan to send a Savior 

and rescue His people from their sin.  God promised to Abram that 

He would bless all the families of the earth through him.  And in 

the heart-wrenching account of Abraham taking Isaac up Mount 

Moriah to sacrifice him, we have a foreshadowing of God the 

Father sacrificing His own Son.  Isaiah 53 is a very well-known 

prophecy of Jesus’ sacrificial death.  “But he was wounded for our 

transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the 

chastisement that brought us peace, and with his stripes we are 

healed.” 

 Earlier in Isaiah there are a couple other prophecies, ones 

that we read oftentimes during Advent, which foretell the coming 

of the Messiah.  “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 

and shall call his name Immanuel.” (Isaiah 7:14, ESV)   “For to us 

a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be 

upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful 

Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of 

the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, 

on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to 

uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time forth 

and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.” 

(Isaiah 9:6–7, ESV)  
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 At the time those prophecies were made, it wasn’t entirely 

clear what the ultimate fulfillment would look like.  But these were 

definitely pointing forward to something that God’s people eagerly 

anticipated. 

We think here also of Jesus talking to those two disciples 

on the road to Emmaus, after His resurrection, and how He said to 

them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still 

with you, that everything written about me in the Law of Moses 

and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.”  Make no 

mistake about it, the Old Testament is about Jesus.  The Old 

Testament points to Jesus, prophecies about His birth, His life, His 

death and resurrection, it gives promises to God’s people about the 

coming Messiah.  And Paul highlights this in Romans by 

referencing the fact that the Gospel was promised beforehand, that 

it was a mystery concealed and also a prophecy fulfilled.  

The Gospel is about Jesus Christ 

 In the doxology of chapter 16 Paul proclaims the name of 

Jesus Christ 2 times.  He describes the gospel he preaches as “the 

preaching of Jesus Christ.”  And then in the last phrase he 

attributes all glory to the only wise God “through Jesus Christ.”  

It’s through Jesus that we behold the glory of God, and it’s through 

Jesus that we can enter the presence of God and truly glorify Him.  

This is what the Gospel of Jesus Christ accomplishes for us.   

 The Gospel is about Jesus Christ.  We see this in chapter 1 

as well.  In verse 3 Paul writes that this gospel of God is 

“concerning his Son.”  And then at the end of verse 4 Paul gives us 

the name and the title of God’s Son—Jesus Christ our Lord.  And 

there are some important things about the Son’s identity that Paul 

mentions there as well.  He is both the Son of David and the Son of 

God, these descriptions reminding us that Jesus Christ is fully 

human as well as fully divine.  This is one of the great mysteries of 

the incarnation, and something we should be in awe of.  It’s 

something we can meditate on especially during this Advent 

season as we consider the miracle of the Second Person of the 

Trinity taking on human flesh.  Think of it!  The eternal Son of 

God came into the world as a little baby.  And He grew up as a boy 

in the home of Joseph and Mary.  And then He matured into 

adulthood and began His public ministry, and He was tempted by 

Satan.  Hebrews tells us that “in every respect [He] has been 

tempted as we are, yet without sin” (Hebrews 4:15).   

 At the same time, Jesus is also the eternal Son of God.  His 

existence did not begin when He was conceived in the womb of the 

virgin Mary.  He has existed forever with God the Father and God 
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the Spirit.  So Jesus Christ is not only fully human; He is also fully 

divine.  He is 100% man, and He is also 100% God.  This is the 

God-Man who achieves our salvation by standing in our place (as a 

human being) and satisfying the infinite wrath of God (as only a 

perfect, divine Being would be capable of doing).    

The Gospel Produces the Obedience of Faith 

 Another important Gospel theme to consider in both the 

introduction and conclusion of Romans is the obedience of faith.  

Both in Romans 1:5 and Romans 16:26, Paul uses this phrase “the 

obedience of faith.”  It’s an interesting phrase, and scholars have 

worked hard at trying to pin down exactly what Paul had in mind 

here.   

 One way to read it would be “obedience to the faith,” 

meaning, “obedience to the truths of the gospel.”  This would be 

similar to the phrase in Romans 10:16, “But they have not all 

obeyed the gospel.”  The problem with that reading in Romans 1:5 

and 16:26 is that the word “faith” doesn’t have an article.  It 

doesn’t say “the faith.”  It just says “faith.”  It’s more likely that 

Paul is thinking of personal faith / trust / belief. 

 Another interpretation takes this phrase to mean “the 

obedience which is faith” or “the obedience which consists of 

faith.”  In other words, the two terms are basically identical.  They 

are essentially synonymous.  Trusting is obeying.  And obeying is 

trusting.  I remember talking to a professor once who held so 

firmly to this concept that faith and obedience are the same.  He 

said that in his church when they would sing the hymn “Trust and 

Obey,” he would always tweak the words a little to sing, “trusting 

obey.”  He didn’t want to separate or distinguish those two in any 

way.  And while I appreciate that emphasis of seeing faith and 

obedience as inseparable, I also see a danger in completely 

melding them together.   

 What’s better is to see that saving faith will always produce 

obedience.  A vibrant, obedient, fruitful life will always be the 

result of genuine faith.  The two are inseparably linked, but they 

are not identical.  We are saved by faith alone, not by our 

obedience.  That’s why we have to distinguish the two.  But it’s 

also true that saving faith is never alone, but always producing the 

fruit of obedience.  This is also important for us see in Scripture, 

because if you just say you have faith, but there’s no obedience in 

your life, then you should question whether you really have faith.  

Like James 2:17 says, “So also faith by itself, if it does not have 

works, is dead.” 
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 Our Statement of Faith has a helpful way of summarizing 

both sides of this.  In the 1689 London Baptist Confession, in the 

chapter on justification, it says, “Faith thus receiving and resting 

on Christ and His righteousness, is the alone instrument of 

justification; yet it is not alone in the person justified, but ever 

accompanied with all other saving graces, and is no dead faith, but 

worketh by love.”  We’re justified by faith alone, but the faith that 

justifies will never be alone, that is, it will always produce 

obedience.   

 And I think that’s what Paul has in mind when he uses this 

phrase “the obedience of faith.”  This is what he’s after.  This is 

what his ministry is all about.  He wants to bring about genuine 

saving faith by which individuals are justified, and by which their 

lives are radically changed to become obedient to God.  He’s 

talking about a faith that produces obedience.   

The Gospel is for All the Nations 

 Yet another theme that appears in both the introduction and 

conclusion of the letter is the missions mindset that this gospel is 

going to all the nations.  Paul mentions this in Romans 1:5 and 

16:26.  His apostolic ministry is for the purpose of bringing about 

the obedience of faith among all the nations.  And this is what the 

Old Testament anticipates as well.  For instance, God made a 

promise to Abram in Genesis 12.  God said, “in you [Abram] all 

the families of the earth shall be blessed.”   

Paul was a missionary, and this is a missionary letter.  And 

he communicates very clearly that this gospel which he’s 

preaching is for all the nations.  By nations he doesn’t mean 

countries.  Rather, he means people groups.  The Greek word here 

is ethnos.  He’s talking about ethnic groups.   

 The Bible shows us something amazing about God’s plan 

of salvation in declaring that the gospel will go to all the people 

groups of the world.  That’s what Paul is saying here, that the 

gospel is for all the nations.  Jesus preaches the same thing in 

Matthew 24:14 where He says, "And this gospel of the kingdom 

will be proclaimed throughout the whole world as a testimony to 

all nations, and then the end will come."  And John reveals this as 

well in Revelation 5:9, where the heavenly creatures are singing to 

the Lamb, who is Jesus: “Worthy are you to take the scroll and to 

open its seals, for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed 

people for God from every tribe and language and people and 

nation."   
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The Gospel is for the glory of God through Jesus Christ  

 Last, but certainly not least, there is the all-important point 

that the Gospel is for the glory of God through Jesus Christ.  In 

Romans 1:5 there’s a short phrase that would be easy to read over: 

“for sake of his name.”  He is speaking of “Jesus Christ our Lord, 

through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring 

about the obedience of faith for the sake of his name among all the 

nations . . .”  “For the sake of his name” is another way of saying 

“for the sake of his glory,” and it’s speaking there of Christ.  The 

purpose of the gospel, the purpose of Paul’s apostolic ministry to 

bring about the obedience of faith among all the nations, is for the 

glory of Christ.  That’s the main goal.  That’s the ultimate purpose.     

John Stott emphasizes this so well.  He writes, “The highest 

of all missionary motives is neither obedience to the Great 

Commission (important as that is), nor love for sinners who are 

alienated and perishing (strong as that incentive is, especially when 

we contemplate the wrath of God, verse 18), but rather zeal—

burning and passionate zeal—for the glory of Jesus Christ.”
1
 

 That may sound strange.  It may even sound insensitive.  

But it’s true.  In your ministry, in your evangelism, in your mission 

endeavors, your main motive must not be simply duty.  “Jesus said 

I have to make disciples of all nations, so I better go do it.”  It’s 

true that we’re commanded to do this, and we must obey, but if 

duty is the main motive, it won’t last long, and it won’t serve the 

ultimate purpose for which God designed it.   

Nor should your main motive be love for sinners.  We 

should feel compassion for sinners, and we should desire for 

sinners to repent and believe.  But, again, if that’s our main motive, 

it won’t last long, and it won’t serve the ultimate purpose for 

which God designed it.  Our main motivation, our main passion, 

must be for the glory of Christ.  We should desire, personally, to 

see more and more of the beauty of Christ.  And then our delight in 

Him will spill over into the lives of those around us. 

Of course, the glory of Jesus Christ is not at all at odds with 

the glory of God the Father.  As we reflect on the glory of God we 

must acknowledge the glory of our Trinitarian God—Father, Son 

and Spirit. 

Paul, in this letter, marvels at the glory of God the Father.  

The great doxology at the end of chapter 11 is a high point in the 

letter.   

                                                           
1
 Romans, page 53. 
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“Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! 

How unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his 

ways! “For who has known the mind of the Lord, or who has been 

his counselor?” “Or who has given a gift to him that he might be 

repaid?” For from him and through him and to him are all things. 

To him be glory forever. Amen.” (Romans 11:33–36, ESV)  

It’s not at all a contradiction or a confusion for Paul to end 

the letter with a similar doxology, “to the only wise God be glory 

forevermore through Jesus Christ!  Amen.” 

“Joy to the World!” has to be one of my favorite hymns 

that we sing during Advent.  I’m so glad we’re going to sing it this 

morning, because it’s also a powerful way of voicing some of these 

great themes in Romans.  The third verse says this, “No more let 

sin and sorrow grow, nor thorns infest the ground.  He comes to 

make His blessings flow far as the curse is found.”  There’s a mini-

theology of depravity and redemption in that one verse of the song.  

The curse of sin is pervasive, but the gospel of Jesus Christ is 

penetrating that darkness.  And we can be sure that the gospel will 

go forth far as the curse is found.  Sinners will be saved from every 

people group where this curse has reached.   

Then the next verse continues, “He rules the world with 

truth and grace and makes the nations prove the glories of His 

righteousness and wonders of His love.”  Yes, the nations will 

prove, the elect from every nation will be clear evidences of the 

glory of Christ, the perfection of His righteousness, the wonders of 

His love.   


