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Jonah 1:11-16 11  Then said they unto him, What shall we do unto thee, that the sea may 
be calm unto us? for the sea wrought, and was tempestuous. 12  And he said unto them, 
Take me up, and cast me forth into the sea; so shall the sea be calm unto you: for I 
know that for my sake this great tempest is upon you. 13  Nevertheless the men rowed 
hard to bring it to the land; but they could not: for the sea wrought, and was 
tempestuous against them. 14  Wherefore they cried unto the LORD, and said, We 
beseech thee, O LORD, we beseech thee, let us not perish for this man's life, and lay not 
upon us innocent blood: for thou, O LORD, hast done as it pleased thee. 15  So they took 
up Jonah, and cast him forth into the sea: and the sea ceased from her raging. 16  Then 
the men feared the LORD exceedingly, and offered a sacrifice unto the LORD, and 
made vows. 
 
For context, return to verse 7-10: 
 

Jonah 1:7-10 7  And they said every one to his fellow, Come, and let us cast lots, that we may 
know for whose cause this evil is upon us. So they cast lots, and the lot fell upon Jonah. 
8  Then said they unto him, Tell us, we pray thee, for whose cause this evil is upon us; 
What is thine occupation? and whence comest thou? what is thy country? and of what people 
art thou? 9  And he said unto them, I am an Hebrew; and I fear the LORD, the God of 
heaven, which hath made the sea and the dry land. 10  Then were the men exceedingly afraid, 
and said unto him, Why hast thou done this? For the men knew that he fled from the 
presence of the LORD, because he had told them. 
 

1. One person had to be the cause of their trouble. 
2. Lots were cast. 
3. The lot went to Jonah. 
4. Jonah is questioned. 
5. Jonah answers and confesses. 

 
11  Then said they unto him, What shall we do unto thee, that the sea may be calm unto 
us? for the sea wrought, and was tempestuous. 
 
In other words, “You are a Hebrew and know the will of Jehovah Elohim so you must tell us what we 
should do because we see no other way to be saved but by your intercession on our behalf.” The men 
knew that without Jonah’s help, they were doomed to die in the sea as their ship was broken to pieces 
in the tempest. All of the sudden, this Hebrew stranger was the most important person the ship’s 
crew had ever met. 
 
All true converts to Christianity have found themselves in this situation. We have come to realize that 
we aren’t able to save ourselves from God’s judgment and condemnation. The Holy Ghost convicts us 
of our sins and the realization of our terrible state drives us to seek one who can save us. 
 

Acts 2:37  Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto 
Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do?  
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Acts 4:12  Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under 
heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.  

 
There is no amount of penance on our part which can remove our sin debt. Only by Christ’s willing 
intercession on our part is our debt paid. 
 
12  And he said unto them, Take me up, and cast me forth into the sea; so shall the sea 
be calm unto you: for I know that for my sake this great tempest is upon you.  
 
Jonah knew why the storm was occurring. He knew it was God’s discipline upon him and he plainly 
and calmly directed the men to throw him overboard. He knew he couldn’t leap into the sea on his 
own because of his own weaknesses. He was going to need help. He knew that it was too late for him 
to say “turn the ship around”. The ship and all in it were doomed unless he was given up to the sea. 
 
Jesus knew that there was only one act that could save his people from their sins (Matthew 1:21): a 
willing sacrifice of God’s own blood upon the altar of the cross. There was no other way to salvation. 
The difference between Jonah and Jesus is that Jesus was not the cause of the storm. We are. Our 
Adamic inheritance is the cause of our discipline.  
 

Matthew 20:17-19 17  And Jesus going up to Jerusalem took the twelve disciples apart 
in the way, and said unto them, 18  Behold, we go up to Jerusalem; and the Son of man 
shall be betrayed unto the chief priests and unto the scribes, and they shall condemn 
him to death, 19  And shall deliver him to the Gentiles to mock, and to scourge, and to 
crucify him: and the third day he shall rise again.  
 
Ephesians 5:2  And walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given himself 
for us an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweetsmelling savour.  
 
Galatians 1:4 Who gave himself for our sins, that he might deliver us from this present 
evil world, according to the will of God and our Father: 

 
Jesus’ sacrifice is far more noble and pure than Jonah’s sacrifice because it was a sacrifice based upon 
love, not fear or a desire to die. 
 

John 15:13  Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his 
friends.  

 
13  Nevertheless the men rowed hard to bring it to the land; but they could not: for the 
sea wrought, and was tempestuous against them. 
 
We often forget this part of the passage. After Jonah’s given them the answer to their troubles, the 
men aboard the ship still attempt to bring it to land. This may have been for fear of further 
punishment, for why would Jonah’s God not punish them for throwing Jonah overboard? But their 
efforts were fruitless.  
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2 Peter 2:20  For if after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the 
knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again entangled therein, and 
overcome, the latter end is worse with them than the beginning.  

 
To know and then later to deny Jesus as the way of salvation will only bring further discipline upon 
us. We must daily be reminded of our need for the Gospel. Any effort of ours to save ourselves 
without Jesus (by good works or offerings) after we know the truth will be, like the sailors in the 
storm, prevented from success until we submit to the way, truth, and life in Jesus Christ. 
 
14  Wherefore they cried unto the LORD, and said, We beseech thee, O LORD, we 
beseech thee, let us not perish for this man's life, and lay not upon us innocent blood: 
for thou, O LORD, hast done as it pleased thee. 
 
Their prayer to God reveals their concern: Jonah is a man of God, the same God who has caused their 
ship to nearly break apart in the storm. If they were to put Jonah in the sea, why wouldn’t God punish 
them for that act as well? But here we see the grace and mercy of God: He had purposed in himself 
that Jonah should go into the sea and there was only one way in which the sailors might be saved. 
 
Jesus’ sacrificial story runs parallel to Jonah’s but, unlike Jonah’s fearful shipmates, the Jews desired 
that Jesus be killed at the hands of the Romans. 
 

Matthew 27:11-26 11  And Jesus stood before the governor: and the governor asked him, 
saying, Art thou the King of the Jews? And Jesus said unto him, Thou sayest. 12  And when he 
was accused of the chief priests and elders, he answered nothing. 13  Then said Pilate unto 
him, Hearest thou not how many things they witness against thee? 14  And he answered him 
to never a word; insomuch that the governor marvelled greatly. 15  Now at that feast the 
governor was wont to release unto the people a prisoner, whom they would. 16  And they had 
then a notable prisoner, called Barabbas. 17  Therefore when they were gathered together, 
Pilate said unto them, Whom will ye that I release unto you? Barabbas, or Jesus 
which is called Christ? 18  For he knew that for envy they had delivered him. 19  When he 
was set down on the judgment seat, his wife sent unto him, saying, Have thou nothing to do 
with that just man: for I have suffered many things this day in a dream because of him. 20 
But the chief priests and elders persuaded the multitude that they should ask 
Barabbas, and destroy Jesus. 21  The governor answered and said unto them, Whether 
of the twain will ye that I release unto you? They said, Barabbas. 22  Pilate saith 
unto them, What shall I do then with Jesus which is called Christ? They all say 
unto him, Let him be crucified. 23  And the governor said, Why, what evil hath he done? 
But they cried out the more, saying, Let him be crucified. 24  When Pilate saw that he 
could prevail nothing, but that rather a tumult was made, he took water, and washed his 
hands before the multitude, saying, I am innocent of the blood of this just 
person: see ye to it. 25  Then answered all the people, and said, His blood be on us, and on 
our children. 26  Then released he Barabbas unto them: and when he had scourged Jesus, 
he delivered him to be crucified. 
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Nonetheless, though the Jews had delivered Jesus up to be crucified, God’s purpose in the sacrifice 
were fulfilled and salvation came to the Jews by the grace and mercy of God through Jesus Christ. 
 

Acts 2:22-24, 32-33 22  Ye men of Israel, hear these words; Jesus of Nazareth, a man 
approved of God among you by miracles and wonders and signs, which God did by him in the 
midst of you, as ye yourselves also know: 23  Him, being delivered by the determinate 
counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and by wicked hands have 
crucified and slain: 24  Whom God hath raised up, having loosed the pains of death: 
because it was not possible that he should be holden of it.  32  This Jesus hath God raised 
up, whereof we all are witnesses. 33  Therefore being by the right hand of God exalted, 
and having received of the Father the promise of the Holy Ghost, he hath shed forth 
this, which ye now see and hear.  

 
There was no other way for the work of God to be accomplished but through Jesus’ sacrifice. God 
determined and knew that Jesus, had to be given over to sinners to be crucified.  
 
15  So they took up Jonah, and cast him forth into the sea: and the sea ceased from her 
raging. 
 
Though they feared retribution for their actions against Jonah, they saw no other solution. Jonah was 
thrown into the sea and immediately the sea was calm. The ability to recognize the way of salvation is 
a gift from God and demands action on the part of the recipient of the gift. 
 
On Pentecost the people were pricked in the heart and asked what they should do to be saved. They 
were given the quickening gift of God, the recognition of their sins, and their reasoning was that there 
must be something that they should do, some action they must take. 
 

Acts 2:38-39 38  Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in 
the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the 
Holy Ghost. 39  For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that 
are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call.  

 
16  Then the men feared the LORD exceedingly, and offered a sacrifice unto the LORD, 
and made vows. 
 
Having found salvation from the tempest by the sacrifice of Jonah to the sea, the sailors also find 
respect for God and offer sacrifice and make vows to him. This is the last we read of these men. We do 
not know what their eternal disposition was in the end. We only know that, for the moment, their 
attitude toward God was changed. 
 

Acts 2:40-41 40  And with many other words did he testify and exhort, saying, Save 
yourselves from this untoward generation. 41  Then they that gladly received his 
word were baptized: and the same day there were added unto them about three thousand 
souls.  
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After having been given the actions needed (repent and be baptized) and the promised outcome 
(receive the gift of the Holy Ghost), the people at Pentecost are told to save themselves. This seems to 
be at odds with salvation in Christ alone, but it is not. The outcome of the quickening of the Holy 
Ghost and the obedient actions that follow is a growing desire to live a holier life by the sanctifying 
work of the Holy Ghost. We should live differently because of our knowledge of the death, burial, and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
 

1 Peter 2:24 Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being 
dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed. 
 

Like Jonah’s shipmates, we should offer our own sacrifices to God because of our salvation. 
 

With our whole body. 
 

Romans 12:1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present 
your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable 
service. 
 

With our hearts and mouths. 
 
Hebrews 13:15  By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God 
continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his name.  
 

In summary: 
1. A sacrifice is needed for salvation. 
2. Jesus is the sacrifice. 
3. His sacrifice provides our salvation. 
4. Our salvation leads to our sacrifice. 
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