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2 Peter 2:9-16 9 The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptations, 
and to reserve the unjust unto the day of judgment to be punished: 10 But chiefly 
them that walk after the flesh in the lust of uncleanness, and despise government. 
Presumptuous are they, selfwilled, they are not afraid to speak evil of dignities. 11  
Whereas angels, which are greater in power and might, bring not railing 
accusation against them before the Lord. 12  But these, as natural brute beasts, 
made to be taken and destroyed, speak evil of the things that they understand not; 
and shall utterly perish in their own corruption; 13  And shall receive the reward of 
unrighteousness, as they that count it pleasure to riot in the day time. Spots they 
are and blemishes, sporting themselves with their own deceivings while they feast 
with you; 14  Having eyes full of adultery, and that cannot cease from sin; beguiling 
unstable souls: an heart they have exercised with covetous practices; cursed 
children: 15  Which have forsaken the right way, and are gone astray, following the 
way of Balaam the son of Bosor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness; 16  But 
was rebuked for his iniquity: the dumb ass speaking with man's voice forbad the 
madness of the prophet. !
Verse 9 carries over from the previous lesson: The Lord knoweth how to deliver the 
godly out of temptations, and to reserve the unjust unto the day of judgment to be 
punished.  !
Peter gave the unjust examples of the angels that sinned (verse 4), the old world (verse 
5), and Sodom and Gomorrha (verse 6). And Peter gave the godly examples of Noah the 
eighth person (verse 5) and just Lot (verse 7). Noah being delivered from the violence of 
the world around him and Lot being delivered from the sexual immorality of the cities 
around him. Also implied is the deliverance of God’s elect from the sin introduced by 
Satan in Genesis 3.  !
Peter now becomes more specific about the actions and sins of the unjust. He writes, But 
chiefly and then gives these examples: !
• walk after the flesh in the lust of uncleanness - they are not just sinners, as we all are, 

they desire and pursue (walk) after unwholesome, sinful, things. 
• despise government - refusing not just the civil government, but family government 

(parents), and church government. 
• presumptuous - audacious or daring actions toward government(s) 
• selfwilled - not concerned about God’s will, thinking theirs is the only way, and 

arrogant about it. 
• not afraid to speak evil of dignities - willing to claim that those things that are worthy 

of glory are not to be glorified, but rather degraded. !
11  Whereas angels, which are greater in power and might, bring not railing 
accusation against them before the Lord. !
Unjust mankind will speak evil of dignities (such as the angels), yet the angels will not 
dare speak the same of them before the Lord God. !
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• speak evil of the things that they understand not - like their evil speech towards those 
things that are glorious, they ignorantly degrade those things that they do not 
understand at all, such as the word of God, the ministers of the word, and the church 
of God. 

• count it pleasure to riot in the day time - finding sensual delight, or fulfillment of their 
lusts, to indulge themselves in their sins in the light of day. 

• sporting themselves with their own deceivings while they feast with you - having fun 
with their sin, and in their deceitfulness of others, even when gathered around the 
table (possibly even the Lord’s table) with them. 

• Having eyes full of adultery - desiring fleshly things, such as other’s wives or 
husbands, but also idolaters, placing the all of their focus on sinful activity, putting 
their self-gratification before any godly actions. 

• cannot cease from sin - unable to stop sinning, unlike the elect who sin, but are aware 
of their constant battle with it, and do not continue in it without the fear of discipline, 
they have no care about the consequences of their sin. 

• beguiling unstable souls  - deceiving the weak, who have not built their foundation 
upon the Rock of Jesus Christ, but rather the shifting sand of men’s doctrine and 
practice. 

• an heart they have exercised with covetous practices - desiring other’s goods, 
livelihoods, and money (filthy lucre) before and above all else. Their greed runs 
through their veins as it originates in their heart. 

• cursed children - condemned but immature enough to not know or understand their 
condemnation. 

• forsaken the right way, and are gone astray - having heard the right way but having 
no ability to follow after it are now wandering from it and leading others to do the 
same. !

Those that practice these things are as natural brute beasts, spots and blemishes are 
made to be taken and destroyed. They shall utterly perish in their own corruption; and 
shall receive the reward of unrighteousness.  !
Peter is listing out the sins of the false teachers because he has written previously in 
verses 1 and 2 there shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in 
damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon 
themselves swift destruction. And many shall follow their pernicious ways; by reason 
of whom the way of truth shall be evil spoken of. God’s children must not be deceived 
by the false teachers, they must be prepared to identify them and call them out and 
remove them from their midst. All of the sins mentioned by Peter are the same sins 
being practiced today.  !

Ecclesiastes 1:9 The thing that hath been, it is that which shall be; and that which is 
done is that which shall be done: and there is no new thing under the sun. !

15  Which have forsaken the right way, and are gone astray, following the way of 
Balaam the son of Bosor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness; 16  But was 
rebuked for his iniquity: the dumb ass speaking with man's voice forbad the 
madness of the prophet. 
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Peter then gives this example of Balaam, writing that the false teachers follow his way, 
which was not the right way, so what was the way of Balaam? !
The history of Balaam is: !
Numbers 22  
• The Israelites camp in the plains of Moab.  
• The king of Moab and and elders of Midian determine to call Balaam to come to Moab 

and curse the Israelites.  
• They send to him an envoy and offer a reward to Balaam. 
• Balaam considers their offer, saying he will consult with God. 
• God comes to him in a dream and tells him not to curse the Israelites, nor to travel 

back to Moab. 
• Balaam sends the Moabites and Midianites back. 
• They send a second envoy to him and offer more rewards to Balaam. 
• Balaam considers their offer, saying that he cannot go unless God allows him to go. 
• God comes to Balaam in a dream tells him he may go if he is asked to do so, but he 

must do what God commands him to do. 
• Balaam determines on his own to go back to Moab with the men of Moab and Midian. !

Numbers 22:22-35 22  And God's anger was kindled because he went: and the angel 
of the LORD stood in the way for an adversary against him. Now he was riding upon his 
ass, and his two servants were with him. 23  And the ass saw the angel of the LORD 
standing in the way, and his sword drawn in his hand: and the ass turned 
aside out of the way, and went into the field: and Balaam smote the ass, to turn her 
into the way. 24  But the angel of the LORD stood in a path of the vineyards, a wall being 
on this side, and a wall on that side. 25  And when the ass saw the angel of the 
LORD, she thrust herself unto the wall, and crushed Balaam's foot against the wall: and 
he smote her again. 26  And the angel of the LORD went further, and stood in a narrow 
place, where was no way to turn either to the right hand or to the left. 27  And when the 
ass saw the angel of the LORD, she fell down under Balaam: and Balaam's anger 
was kindled, and he smote the ass with a staff. 28  And the LORD opened the mouth of 
the ass, and she said unto Balaam, What have I done unto thee, that thou hast smitten 
me these three times? 29  And Balaam said unto the ass, Because thou hast mocked me: 
I would there were a sword in mine hand, for now would I kill thee. 30  And the ass said 
unto Balaam, Am not I thine ass, upon which thou hast ridden ever since I was thine 
unto this day? was I ever wont to do so unto thee? And he said, Nay. 31  Then the 
LORD opened the eyes of Balaam, and he saw the angel of the LORD 
standing in the way, and his sword drawn in his hand: and he bowed down 
his head, and fell flat on his face. 32  And the angel of the LORD said unto him, 
Wherefore hast thou smitten thine ass these three times? behold, I went out to 
withstand thee, because thy way is perverse before me: 33  And the ass saw 
me, and turned from me these three times: unless she had turned from me, 
surely now also I had slain thee, and saved her alive. 34  And Balaam said unto 
the angel of the LORD, I have sinned; for I knew not that thou stoodest in the 
way against me: now therefore, if it displease thee, I will get me back again. 35  And 
the angel of the LORD said unto Balaam, Go with the men: but only the word that I shall 
speak unto thee, that thou shalt speak. So Balaam went with the princes of Balak. !!
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Numbers 22-24  
• Balaam does not curse the Israelites because God tells him not to. 
• Balaam blesses the Israelites because the Spirit of the Lord comes upon him. 
• Balaam prophecies the destruction of Moab and Midian. 
• Balaam begins his journey back to his home. !
It would seem that Balaam, having been allowed by God to proceed to meet with Balak, 
the king, and having been given only the words of the Lord to speak, is of little 
consequence, but he is mentioned not just in 2nd Peter, but also in Jude, as a false 
prophet and one seeking gain from prophecy. !

Jude 11  Woe unto them! for they have gone in the way of Cain, and ran greedily 
after the error of Balaam for reward, and perished in the gainsaying of Core. !

Numbers 25 must be read to understand the influence of Balaam. The Israelites fall into 
idolatry to a false god called Baal-Peor.  !

Numbers 25:1-3 1  And Israel abode in Shittim, and the people began to commit 
whoredom with the daughters of Moab. 2  And they called the people unto 
the sacrifices of their gods: and the people did eat, and bowed down to their 
gods. 3  And Israel joined himself unto Baal–peor: and the anger of the LORD was 
kindled against Israel.  !

And it becomes clear in Numbers 31 that Balaam did not depart from Moab and Midian, 
but rather stayed and deceived the people. !

Numbers 31:6-8 6  And Moses sent them to the war, a thousand of every tribe, them 
and Phinehas the son of Eleazar the priest, to the war, with the holy instruments, and 
the trumpets to blow in his hand. 7  And they warred against the Midianites, as the 
LORD commanded Moses; and they slew all the males. 8  And they slew the kings of 
Midian, beside the rest of them that were slain; namely, Evi, and Rekem, and Zur, and 
Hur, and Reba, five kings of Midian: Balaam also the son of Beor they slew with 
the sword. !
Numbers 31:11-16 11  And they took all the spoil, and all the prey, both of men and 
of beasts. 12  And they brought the captives, and the prey, and the spoil, unto Moses, 
and Eleazar the priest, and unto the congregation of the children of Israel, unto the 
camp at the plains of Moab, which are by Jordan near Jericho. 13  ¶And Moses, and 
Eleazar the priest, and all the princes of the congregation, went forth to meet them 
without the camp. 14  And Moses was wroth with the officers of the host, with the 
captains over thousands, and captains over hundreds, which came from the battle. 15  
And Moses said unto them, Have ye saved all the women alive? 16  Behold, 
these caused the children of Israel, through the counsel of Balaam, to 
commit trespass against the LORD in the matter of Peor, and there was a 
plague among the congregation of the LORD.  !
Revelation 2:14  But I have a few things against thee, because thou hast there them 
that hold the doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balac to cast a stumblingblock 
before the children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed unto idols, and to 
commit fornication. 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Though Balaam had heard the dumb ass speak to him, had seen the angel of the Lord on 
the road, had been given the true words of God to speak to the Moabites and Midianites, 
he followed on after all these things to deceive the Israelites, leading them into idolatry. !
It is the same with false teachers to this day. They will counsel and teach others to follow 
after their evil ways and will work diligently to deceive the elect of God.  !
What is our defense against such false teachers? Continuing in Revelation: !

Revelation 3:7-13 7  And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write; These 
things saith he that is holy, he that is true, he that hath the key of David, he that 
openeth, and no man shutteth; and shutteth, and no man openeth; 8  I know thy 
works: behold, I have set before thee an open door, and no man can shut it: 
for thou hast a little strength, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied 
my name. 9  Behold, I will make them of the synagogue of Satan, which say 
they are Jews, and are not, but do lie; behold, I will make them to come and 
worship before thy feet, and to know that I have loved thee. 10  Because 
thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also will keep thee from the hour 
of temptation, which shall come upon all the world, to try them that dwell 
upon the earth. 11  Behold, I come quickly: hold that fast which thou hast, 
that no man take thy crown. 12  Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the 
temple of my God, and he shall go no more out: and I will write upon him the name of 
my God, and the name of the city of my God, which is new Jerusalem, which cometh 
down out of heaven from my God: and I will write upon him my new name. 13  He that 
hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches. 
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