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2 Peter 2:17-22 17  These are wells without water, clouds that are carried with a 
tempest; to whom the mist of darkness is reserved for ever. 18  For when they 
speak great swelling words of vanity, they allure through the lusts of the flesh, 
through much wantonness, those that were clean escaped from them who live in 
error. 19  While they promise them liberty, they themselves are the servants of 
corruption: for of whom a man is overcome, of the same is he brought in bondage. 
20  For if after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the 
knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again entangled therein, 
and overcome, the latter end is worse with them than the beginning. 21  For it had 
been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than, after they 
have known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered unto them. 22  But it 
is happened unto them according to the true proverb, The dog is turned to his own 
vomit again; and the sow that was washed to her wallowing in the mire. !
In chapter 2: 

1-3: There have been and there will be false teachers among God’s people. Many 
will follow them. Such teachers are condemned. 
4-9: The Lord knows how to (and does) deliver his people from trials and 
temptations as well as he knows how to judge false teachers and punish them. 
9-16: False teachers do not just sin, they pursue sin and deceive others to follow 
them in their sins. !

Peter continues. This is serious business. He is devoting the time to it because God’s 
people need to be prepared for it. Peter is using words that sound harsh. !

Psalm 139:21-22 21  Do not I hate them, O LORD, that hate thee? and am not I 
grieved with those that rise up against thee? 22  I hate them with perfect hatred: I 
count them mine enemies. !

17  These are wells without water, clouds that are carried with a tempest; to 
whom the mist of darkness is reserved for ever. !

Jeremiah 2:11-13 11  Hath a nation changed their gods, which are yet no gods? but 
my people have changed their glory for that which doth not profit. 12  Be astonished, O 
ye heavens, at this, and be horribly afraid, be ye very desolate, saith the LORD. 13  For 
my people have committed two evils; they have forsaken me the fountain of 
living waters, and hewed them out cisterns, broken cisterns, that can hold 
no water. !

Peter predicted that the same would happen in the church: it would be infiltrated by 
those who would exchange God’s waters for empty wells and broken cisterns. !

Jude 12-13 12  These are spots in your feasts of charity, when they feast with you, 
feeding themselves without fear: clouds they are without water, carried about of 
winds; trees whose fruit withereth, without fruit, twice dead, plucked up by the roots; 
13  Raging waves of the sea, foaming out their own shame; wandering stars, to whom is 
reserved the blackness of darkness for ever. !!
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False teachers look good on the outside. They have all of the appearances of usefulness, 
such as a well, or rain-laden clouds, but there is nothing redeeming about them. The 
may be deep, but when you get to the bottom of the well, there is nothing there, it is 
empty. Their clouds pass overhead and leave behind a windswept desert. !
18  For when they speak great swelling words of vanity, they allure through 
the lusts of the flesh, through much wantonness, those that were clean 
escaped from them who live in error. !
False teachers would have God’s children to be lured back to the life that they lived 
before they knew of Jesus Christ and were spurred on to leave the errors of that life 
behind. !

Ephesians 2:2-3 2  Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this 
world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the 
children of disobedience: 3  Among whom also we all had our conversation in times 
past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were 
by nature the children of wrath, even as others. !
1 Peter 4:1-5 1  Forasmuch then as Christ hath suffered for us in the flesh, arm 
yourselves likewise with the same mind: for he that hath suffered in the flesh 
hath ceased from sin; 2  That he no longer should live the rest of his time in 
the flesh to the lusts of men, but to the will of God. 3  For the time past of our 
life may suffice us to have wrought the will of the Gentiles, when we walked in 
lasciviousness, lusts, excess of wine, revellings, banquetings, and abominable idolatries: 
4  Wherein they think it strange that ye run not with them to the same excess of riot, 
speaking evil of you: 5  Who shall give account to him that is ready to judge the quick 
and the dead. !!

19  While they promise them liberty, they themselves are the servants of 
corruption: for of whom a man is overcome, of the same is he brought in 
bondage.  !

2 Peter 1:1-4  1  Simon Peter, a servant and an apostle of Jesus Christ, to them that 
have obtained like precious faith with us through the righteousness of God and 
our Saviour Jesus Christ: 2  Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through the 
knowledge of God, and of Jesus our Lord, 3  According as his divine power hath 
given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the 
knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue: 4  Whereby are given unto us 
exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the 
divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through 
lust. !

The false teachers call living in sinfulness freedom, but it is bondage, and God’s elect 
children have been given a way to escape those bonds. This is the lie the unregenerate 
world believes: that in sin there is freedom (or rather that sin is representative of 
freedom), but the truth is that in sin there is nothing but bondage, followed by 
judgment, condemnation, and punishment.   !
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Romans 6:1  What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may 
abound? !

False teachers would say “yes” to Paul’s question, but Paul responds: (verse 2) God 
forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein? !

Romans 6:11-16 11  Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, 
but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord. 12  Let not sin therefore reign in 
your mortal body, that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof. 13  Neither yield 
ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto 
God, as those that are alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of 
righteousness unto God. 14  For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are 
not under the law, but under grace. 15  What then? shall we sin, because we are 
not under the law, but under grace? God forbid. 16  Know ye not, that to 
whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye 
obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness? !
Romans 6:18  Being then made free from sin, ye became the servants of 
righteousness. !
Romans 8:1-2 1  There is therefore now no condemnation to them which 
are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. 2  For 
the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law 
of sin and death. !

For the child of God, the elect and regenerate, freedom from sin is greater by far than 
freedom to sin. False teachers would say that freedom to sin is the result of the saving 
work of Jesus Christ, but true teachers would say that freedom from sin is the result of 
the saving work of Jesus Christ. The truth is supported by scriptures too numerous to 
list. The subtlety of false teaching makes that which is scripturally sin look to be 
righteousness. !

John 8:31-36 31  Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye 
continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; 32  And ye shall know 
the truth, and the truth shall make you free. 33  ¶They answered him, We be 
Abraham's seed, and were never in bondage to any man: how sayest thou, Ye shall be 
made free? 34  Jesus answered them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whosoever 
committeth sin is the servant of sin. 35  And the servant abideth not in the 
house for ever: but the Son abideth ever. 36  If the Son therefore shall make 
you free, ye shall be free indeed. !

20  For if after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the 
knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again entangled 
therein, and overcome, the latter end is worse with them than the 
beginning. 21  For it had been better for them not to have known the way of 
righteousness, than, after they have known it, to turn from the holy 
commandment delivered unto them. 22  But it is happened unto them 
according to the true proverb, The dog is turned to his own vomit again; 
and the sow that was washed to her wallowing in the mire. 
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Peter uses very graphic descriptions of dogs and pigs to describe the false teachers’ 
actions. They know the holy commandment but turn from it again and again and are 
overcome with their sins. !
Peter is writing that those who return to sin after knowing (at the least in their mind, if 
not their soul and spirit) the way of righteousness and are overcome, that their end is 
worse than their beginning. This is a sign of unregeneracy, but God’s elect are not 
enslaved to sin, but rather have been given liberty in Jesus Christ. !

Galatians 4:9  But now, after that ye have known God, or rather are known of God, 
how turn ye again to the weak and beggarly elements, whereunto ye desire 
again to be in bondage? !
Galatians 5:1 Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, 
and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage. !

False teachers would have God’s children return to bondage. This is not the way God’s 
elect children. While they may return to sin, they are not to be overcome by it. They are 
to battle it with all of their might. !

2 Corinthians 10:3-5 3  For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the 
flesh: 4  (For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the 
pulling down of strong holds;) 5  Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that 
exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every 
thought to the obedience of Christ;  !
Ephesians 6:11-18 11  Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand 
against the wiles of the devil. 12  For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but 
against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, 
against spiritual wickedness in high places. 13  Wherefore take unto you the whole 
armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, 
to stand. !
2 Timothy 2:3  Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus 
Christ. !
John Gill on verse 3 above: Christ is the Captain of salvation, the Leader and 
Commander of the people, who are made a willing people in the day of his 
power; or when he raises his forces, and musters his armies, these are 
volunteers, who willingly enlist themselves into his service, and under his 
banners fight his battles; and such who manfully behave against sin, Satan, and 
the world, are his good soldiers; such are all true believers in Christ, and 
particularly the ministers of the word, whose ministry is a warfare, 
and who fight the good fight of faith; and besides the above enemies, 
which they have in common with other saints, have to do with 
teachers, who are wolves in sheep's clothing.
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