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2 Peter 2:4-9 4  For if God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down 
to hell, and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment; 
5  And spared not the old world, but saved Noah the eighth person, a preacher of 
righteousness, bringing in the flood upon the world of the ungodly; 6  And turning 
the cities of Sodom and Gomorrha into ashes condemned them with an overthrow, 
making them an ensample unto those that after should live ungodly; 7  And 
delivered just Lot, vexed with the filthy conversation of the wicked: 8  (For that 
righteous man dwelling among them, in seeing and hearing, vexed his righteous 
soul from day to day with their unlawful deeds;) 9  The Lord knoweth how to 
deliver the godly out of temptations, and to reserve the unjust unto the day of 
judgment to be punished:  !
Peter gives three examples, beginning with the angels, of deliverance from temptation 
and reserving to judgment and punishment: !
4  For if God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell, 
and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment; !

Jude 1:6  And the angels which kept not their first estate, but left their own 
habitation, he hath reserved in everlasting chains under darkness unto the judgment of 
the great day. !

The angels that sinned were those who were created equally with the rest who were 
created, yet their pride (especially the pride of Satan) caused them to be cast out. !

1 Timothy 3:6  Not a novice, lest being lifted up with pride he fall into the 
condemnation of the devil. !
Proverbs 16:18  Pride goeth before destruction, and an haughty spirit before a 
fall. !

We can assume from scripture (Genesis 3 and Job 1 and 2) that the angels were cast out 
from heaven before time began, but whenever they were cast out of heaven, Jesus Christ 
was there and saw it occur. !

Luke 10:18  And he said unto them, I beheld Satan as lightning fall from 
heaven. !

This is the first and greatest deliverance from temptation: The elect have been delivered 
from sin (that is the temptation of the Satan) through the death, burial, resurrection, 
and ascension of Jesus Christ.  !

Genesis 3:15  And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and 
between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt 
bruise his heel.  !
John 12:31-33 31  Now is the judgment of this world: now shall the prince of this 
world be cast out. 32  And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men 
unto me. 33  This he said, signifying what death he should die. 
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!
Not only would Jesus Christ deliver the elect from sin and death, but he would deliver 
them from the fear of death and the bondage that comes with that fear. !

Hebrews 2:14-15 14  Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and 
blood, he also himself likewise took part of the same; that through death he might 
destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil; 15  And deliver them 
who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage.  !
1 John 3:8  He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from the 
beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he might 
destroy the works of the devil. !

As sure as the salvation of the elect is the condemnation of Satan and his angels. !
Revelation 12:7-9 7  And there was war in heaven: Michael and his angels fought 
against the dragon; and the dragon fought and his angels, 8  And prevailed not; 
neither was their place found any more in heaven. 9  And the great dragon was cast out, 
that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: 
he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him.  !
Revelation 20:1-3 1  And I saw an angel come down from heaven, having the key of 
the bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand. 2  And he laid hold on the dragon, 
that old serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan, and bound him a thousand 
years, 3  And cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a 
seal upon him, that he should deceive the nations no more, till the thousand 
years should be fulfilled: and after that he must be loosed a little season.  !
Revelation 20:7-10 7  And when the thousand years are expired, Satan 
shall be loosed out of his prison, 8  And shall go out to deceive the nations which 
are in the four quarters of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together to battle: 
the number of whom is as the sand of the sea. 9  And they went up on the breadth 
of the earth, and compassed the camp of the saints about, and the beloved 
city: and fire came down from God out of heaven, and devoured them. 10  
And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and 
brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are, and shall be 
tormented day and night for ever and ever.  !

Secondly, Peter gives Noah and the old world as another example of deliverance from 
temptation and reserving to judgment and punishment. !
5  And spared not the old world, but saved Noah the eighth person, a 
preacher of righteousness, bringing in the flood upon the world of the 
ungodly; ! !
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Genesis 6:11-13 11  The earth also was corrupt before God, and the earth was filled 
with violence. 12  And God looked upon the earth, and, behold, it was corrupt; for all 
flesh had corrupted his way upon the earth. 13  And God said unto Noah, The end of 
all flesh is come before me; for the earth is filled with violence through them; and, 
behold, I will destroy them with the earth.  !

God reserved the unjust to judgment. !
Genesis 6:17-22  17  And, behold, I, even I, do bring a flood of waters upon 
the earth, to destroy all flesh, wherein is the breath of life, from under 
heaven; and every thing that is in the earth shall die. 18  But with thee will I 
establish my covenant; and thou shalt come into the ark, thou, and thy sons, and thy 
wife, and thy sons' wives with thee. 19  And of every living thing of all flesh, two of every 
sort shalt thou bring into the ark, to keep them alive with thee; they shall be male and 
female. 20  Of fowls after their kind, and of cattle after their kind, of every creeping 
thing of the earth after his kind, two of every sort shall come unto thee, to keep them 
alive. 21  And take thou unto thee of all food that is eaten, and thou shalt gather it to 
thee; and it shall be for food for thee, and for them. 22  Thus did Noah; according to 
all that God commanded him, so did he. !

God reserved the unjust to punishment, but Noah and his family were delivered. !
Genesis 7:11-16 11  In the six hundredth year of Noah's life, in the second month, the 
seventeenth day of the month, the same day were all the fountains of the great deep 
broken up, and the windows of heaven were opened. 12  And the rain was upon the earth 
forty days and forty nights. 13  In the selfsame day entered Noah, and Shem, and 
Ham, and Japheth, the sons of Noah, and Noah's wife, and the three wives 
of his sons with them, into the ark; 14  They, and every beast after his kind, and all 
the cattle after their kind, and every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth after 
his kind, and every fowl after his kind, every bird of every sort. 15  And they went in 
unto Noah into the ark, two and two of all flesh, wherein is the breath of 
life. 16  And they that went in, went in male and female of all flesh, as God 
had commanded him: and the LORD shut him in. !

In the same way God elects his people today and by the work of the Holy Ghost, they 
enter into the Gospel ark (the church) through baptism, demonstrating their faith in 
God’s preserving power and the work of their savior, Jesus Christ. !

1 Peter 3:18-22 18  For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for 
the unjust, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh, but 
quickened by the Spirit: 19  By which also he went and preached unto the spirits in 
prison; 20  Which sometime were disobedient, when once the longsuffering of God 
waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was a preparing, wherein few, that 
is, eight souls were saved by water. 21  The like figure whereunto even 
baptism doth also now save us (not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, 
but the answer of a good conscience toward God,) by the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ: 22  Who is gone into heaven, and is on the right hand of God; 
angels and authorities and powers being made subject unto him. !

Thirdly Peter gives Lot and Sodom and Gomorrha as his final example of deliverance 
from temptation and reserving to judgment and punishment. 
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6  And turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrha into ashes condemned them with 
an overthrow, making them an ensample unto those that after should live ungodly; 
7  And delivered just Lot, vexed with the filthy conversation of the wicked: !
Recall the end of verse 3: whose judgment now of a long time lingereth not, and their 
damnation slumbereth not. It is the false teachers who Peter is alluding to and is 
attempting to comfort the elect with the knowledge that those will not be treated any 
differently than any of the other enemies of God. And here he gives the most poignant 
picture: God’s people among the ungodly. !

Genesis 18:20-22 20  And the LORD said, Because the cry of Sodom and 
Gomorrah is great, and because their sin is very grievous; 21  I will go down 
now, and see whether they have done altogether according to the cry of it, 
which is come unto me; and if not, I will know. 22  And the men turned their 
faces from thence, and went toward Sodom: but Abraham stood yet before the LORD.  !

Abraham “bargains” with the Lord in Genesis 18 and the Lord agrees: I will not destroy 
it for ten's sake. The angels go to the city and find Lot there and the men of the city 
press in upon Lot’s house.  !

Genesis 19:12-17 12  And the men said unto Lot, Hast thou here any besides? 
son in law, and thy sons, and thy daughters, and whatsoever thou hast in the city, bring 
them out of this place: 13  For we will destroy this place, because the cry of them is 
waxen great before the face of the LORD; and the LORD hath sent us to destroy it. 14  
And Lot went out, and spake unto his sons in law, which married his 
daughters, and said, Up, get you out of this place; for the LORD will destroy 
this city. But he seemed as one that mocked unto his sons in law. 15  And 
when the morning arose, then the angels hastened Lot, saying, Arise, take thy 
wife, and thy two daughters, which are here; lest thou be consumed in the iniquity of the 
city. 16  And while he lingered, the men laid hold upon his hand, and upon 
the hand of his wife, and upon the hand of his two daughters; the LORD 
being merciful unto him: and they brought him forth, and set him without 
the city. 17  And it came to pass, when they had brought them forth abroad, that he 
said, Escape for thy life; look not behind thee, neither stay thou in all the plain; escape 
to the mountain, lest thou be consumed. !
Genesis 19:24-25 24  Then the LORD rained upon Sodom and upon 
Gomorrah brimstone and fire from the LORD out of heaven; 25  And he 
overthrew those cities, and all the plain, and all the inhabitants of the cities, and that 
which grew upon the ground. !

With the destruction of the cities, with the turning of Lot’s wife, and with the result of 
deception of Lot’s daughters (Moab and Ammon), the result was one righteous man left. 
Lot is an example of deliverance from temptation in the very worst of circumstances. His 
friends, his wife, his sons-in-law, and his daughters all followed after sin. !

1 Corinthians 10:1-14 1  Moreover, brethren, I would not that ye should be 
ignorant, how that all our fathers were under the cloud, and all passed through the sea; 
2  And were all baptized unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea; 3  And did all eat the 
same spiritual meat; (Continued)  
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(Continued) 4  And did all drink the same spiritual drink: for they drank of that spiritual 
Rock that followed them: and that Rock was Christ. 5  But with many of them God was 
not well pleased: for they were overthrown in the wilderness. 6  Now these things were 
our examples, to the intent we should not lust after evil things, as they also lusted. 7  
Neither be ye idolaters, as were some of them; as it is written, The people sat down to 
eat and drink, and rose up to play. 8  Neither let us commit fornication, as some of them 
committed, and fell in one day three and twenty thousand. 9  Neither let us tempt 
Christ, as some of them also tempted, and were destroyed of serpents. 10  Neither 
murmur ye, as some of them also murmured, and were destroyed of the destroyer. 11  
Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples: and they are 
written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come. 12  
Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall. 13  There 
hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is 
faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but 
will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to 
bear it. 14  Wherefore, my dearly beloved, flee from idolatry. !

9  The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptations, and to 
reserve the unjust unto the day of judgment to be punished: !
Peter’s underlying point is this: The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly. The Lord 
came in the flesh  and reigns triumphant over sin and death. The Lord provided the 
church as a shelter in the storm. The Lord provides a way of escape for his elect, though 
they are among the world. !
What then is the responsive action of the elect? Should any of these temptations come as  
a surprise to them? !

2 Timothy 3:1-5 1  This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall 
come. 2  For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, 
blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, 3  Without natural affection, 
trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good, 4  
Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God; 5  Having a 
form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away. !

The elect are to turn away from the ungodly. !
2 Timothy 3:12-17 12  Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall 
suffer persecution. 13  But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, 
deceiving, and being deceived. 14  But continue thou in the things which thou 
hast learned and hast been assured of, knowing of whom thou hast learned them; 
15  And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make 
thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 16  All scripture is 
given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in righteousness: 17  That the man of God may be 
perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works. !

The elect are to continue in what they have been taught from the scriptures.
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