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Good evening everyone. Thank you for coming. The Invitation Cards 
we sent out was called ‘A Christmas Promise’! In an Election year 
we have had many promises, so we might be a bit skeptical of 
promises. But there is a promise I want to speak about that has been 
made 6,000 years ago - which is being fulfilled every day in the 
coming of Jesus Christ into our world. 

It was the world’s biggest promise! No promise was ever given to 
more people! It was to everyone in the world that then was, and 
everyone who ever would be in the future! It was a promise that not 
only was ‘enormous’ in the number of people it was made to, but in 
its value/worth! It was also ‘enormous’ in light of the fact of who 
made it! By Someone who could not lie! Not able to lie! 
Gifts are very much on our agenda at this time of year and this 
promise was about the gift of gifts. This gift was described by one 
person (a man who knew an awful lot about science, nature, history, 
culture and language, and who was a true intellectual, whose 
teachings are still circulating around the world today, and studied by 
all nationalities) as an inexpressible gift [2C9:15] That man of 
course was none other there than the great apostle Paul!  
Every day, this promise is being fulfilled somewhere in someone’s 
life. All over the world, this promise is finding fulfilment in 
someone’s heart, bringing peace. Peace is a lovely concept! You 
know real, true peace, involves not just the present but the future! 
You cannot ‘enjoy’ peace if it is just about to end, can you? But true 
peace has continuity in the future - even a development of peace. 
*What is this promise? It is that God, the Creator of the universe, 
who placed Adam and Eve (the head of the human race) in the 
beautiful Garden of Eden, promised to send Someone who would 
defeat all the powers of darkness and evil. That Someone was to be 
known as the Prince of Peace. The Lord said to the serpent who 
deceived Eve, I will put enmity between you and the woman, and 
between your offspring and her offspring; He shall bruise your head, 
and you shall bruise His heel [Gen 3:15] A reference to the coming 
of Jesus Christ - a promise that Jesus Christ would defeat Satan, and 
that truth, justice and righteousness would prevail and be victorious!  



From that moment of promise, 6,000 years ago, onward, there has 
been an unfolding of that Good News - in the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
We often hear at this time of year these words: to us a Child is born, 
to us a Son is given; and the government shall be upon His shoulder, 
and His name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace [Isa 9:6] The Babe we celebrate 
at this time of the year, is none other than the Mighty God Himself -
and He now carries the government of world affairs on His 
shoulders as He reigns from heaven! He will reign there until all His 
enemies will be put under His feet! Friends, He knows about ISIS! 
He knows what went on in Paris 3 weeks ago - and He knows what 
is coming next week, next month, next year too!  
People are afraid because of what has happened in the last few 
weeks around the world - and Global warming. They long to be 
assured of lasting peace - among the nations - in their lives and in 
their hearts! There is an unsettledness in the minds of many people 
throughout the world because human nature has shown us what 
atrocities it is capable of performing! The atrocities were performed 
by people who knew what they were doing! The killers were not 
robots! So the Xmas Story ought to be most welcome Good News… 

What did the angels sing at Jesus’s birth? I bring you good news of 
great joy that will be for all the people…on earth peace toward men 
[L2:10cf] Jesus’ was the promised gift! *We make a big fuss about 
the great cities of the world. We talk about visiting New York, Paris, 
London, Istanbul, Barcelona, Rome, Tokyo - but God works quietly 
in insignificant little places. Audrey sang, ‘O Little town of 
Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie!…Yet in thy dark streets shineth 
The Everlasting Light; The hopes and fears of all the years Are met 
in thee tonight’! The insignificant little town of Bethlehem is where 
the Babe Jesus was born. Micah’s promise: But you, O Bethlehem 
Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, from 
you shall come forth for me one who is to be Ruler [Mic 5:2] 
God doesn’t go for the big places - or the big crowds or the big 
noise, ‘How silently, how silently, The wondrous gift is given’! God 
does not go for the Big Names and big personalities in the world! 
Paul said God chose what is foolish in the world…God chose what is 



weak in the world, God chose what is low and despised in the world, 
even things that are not, so that no human being may boast in the 
presence of God [1Cor 1:27] 
All the promises that were made throughout Scripture about the Babe 
were fulfilled. One by one. St Matthew who wrote His gospel 
primarily with Jews in his mind, quoted Scripture after Scripture to 
impress his Jewish readers how Jesus was indeed the promised 
Messiah that would redeem Israel. From his first citation Behold, the 
virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and they shall call His name 
Immanuel (which means God with us) [Mat 1:23] to the last citation 
Matthew is conveying to his readers that all the prophecies were 
fulfilled in this God/Man Jesus Christ from Nazareth.  
Paul tells the Ephesians what Jesus Christ preached - He came and 
preached peace! [Eph 2:17]. His ministry was one of comfort and 
hope. He said: I have said these things to you, that in Me you may 
have peace. In the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I 
have overcome the world [John 16:33] + Peace I leave with you; My 
peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not 
your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid [John 14:27]  
My friends, the Bible says that ‘there is no peace for the wicked’! 
The Bible also says there we are all wicked - not one of us is good, 
not not one! So we all need this peace that Jesus offers to us. 

Jesus was upset with His own people who were ignorant of their 
status before God. As He saw them milling about the streets, He 
said: Would that you, even you, had known on this day the things that 
make for peace! But now they are hidden from your eyes [Lk 19:42] 
The Jews of Jesus day, had gone too far in their rejection of Him. 
They persisted in their rejection - instead of listening/checking.  

I don't know about you, but feel I need to pray that the UK, would 
not follow the same road - so I pray that at this Christmastime, our 
eyes may be opened as a nation and as individuals to ‘realise’ who 
Jesus really is - and why He came to this planet! Because, it seems to 
me, we have lost Christ in our celebrations! I join Paul, may the Lord 
of peace Himself give you peace at all times in every way [2The3:16] 
and may the peace of Christ rule in your hearts [Col 3:15] 


