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God With Us | The Tabernacle and the Advent 

The True Light 
Exodus 25.31ff; John 1.4-5, 9; 8.12; 9.1-7, 39ff 
Week Three (12.13.15)  
 
(Exodus 25)

 "Then you shall make a lampstand of pure gold. The lampstand and its base and its stem are to be 

made of hammered work; its cups, its bulbs and its flowers shall be of one piece with it. 
32

 "Six branches 

shall go out from its sides; three branches of the lampstand from its one side and three branches of the 

lampstand from its other side. 
33

 "Three cups shall be shaped like almond blossoms in the one branch, a 

bulb and a flower, and three cups shaped like almond blossoms in the other branch, a bulb and a flower-- 

so for six branches going out from the lampstand; 
34

 and in the lampstand four cups shaped like almond 

blossoms, its bulbs and its flowers. 
35

 "A bulb shall be under the first pair of branches coming out of it, and 

a bulb under the second pair of branches coming out of it, and a bulb under the third pair of branches 

coming out of it, for the six branches coming out of the lampstand. 
36

 "Their bulbs and their branches shall 

be of one piece with it; all of it shall be one piece of hammered work of pure gold. 
37

 "Then you shall make 

its lamps seven in number; and they shall mount its lamps so as to shed light on the space in front of it. 
38

 

"Its snuffers and their trays shall be of pure gold. 
39

 "It shall be made from a talent of pure gold, with all 

these utensils. 
40

 "See that you make them after the pattern for them, which was shown to you on the 

mountain.  

 
(John 1)

 In Him was life, and the life was the Light of men 
5
 The Light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 

did not comprehend it…
9
 There was the true Light which, coming into the world, enlightens every man.   

 
(John 8.12)

 Then Jesus again spoke to them, saying, "I am the Light of the world; he who follows Me will not 

walk in the darkness, but will have the Light of life." 
 

 
(John 9)

 As He passed by, He saw a man blind from birth. 
2
 And His disciples asked Him, "Rabbi, who sinned, 

this man or his parents, that he would be born blind?" 
3
 Jesus answered, "It was neither that this man 

sinned, nor his parents; but it was so that the works of God might be displayed in him. 
4
 "We must work 

the works of Him who sent Me as long as it is day; night is coming when no one can work. 
5
 "While I am in 

the world, I am the Light of the world." 
6
 When He had said this, He spat on the ground, and made clay of 

the spittle, and applied the clay to his eyes, 
7
 and said to him, "Go, wash in the pool of Siloam " (which is 

translated, Sent). So he went away and washed, and came back seeing… 
 

 

39
 And Jesus said, "For judgment I came into this world, so that those who do not see may see, and that 

those who see may become blind." 
40

 Those of the Pharisees who were with Him heard these things and 

said to Him, "We are not blind too, are we?" 
41

 Jesus said to them, "If you were blind, you would have no 

sin; but since you say, 'We see,' your sin remains.  

 
Today is the THIRD SUNDAY in the Season of Advent, preparing Christians to receive Jesus Christ 
and celebrate His coming into this world, born from the womb of a virgin, God stepping into 
time and space.  
 
Coming off a series on The Book of Exodus, we’re looking at HOW the Tabernacle, that 
moveable worship space Moses was commanded to build, how that symbolized a later 
DWELLING PLACE OF GOD.  
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St. John, the Gospel writer, seems to USE the ancient Tabernacle (1500 BC) as a framework for 
telling his story of Jesus Christ (The Gospel According to St. John). John saw all these 
connections – the Tabernacle was telling the story 1500 years before it took place. 
 
 
Today, we look at a theme found both in the Exodus Tabernacle AND the Gospel of John: LIGHT 
has dawned on a people dwelling in darkness.  
 
It’s a theme that apparently interests people today and that IS enlightenment. What does it 
mean to BE an enlightened person? What IS Jesus Christ indicating when He promises to 
enlighten people… and even promises to BE the light that enlightens all people? How should we 
think of spiritual enlightenment? AND are YOU a spiritually enlightened person…is it even 
possible to claim that? Would you know if you are…or if you’re NOT? Is it arrogant… is it self-
negating to identify that way?  
 
Spiritual Enlightenment: 1st – Spiritual Enlightenment In SYMBOL and SOURCE 2nd – In STORY (an 
actual account) 3rd – By EXPERIENCE 
 
In the Tabernacle there is LIGHT…a menorah. 
 
Its description is abounding with NUMBERS… one piece…two sides…three pairs on this 
side…four cups … six branches…seven lamps. Seven, is the symbolic number of completion. 
 
It’s a tree …and uses elements of the ALMOND TREE and the Olive Tree… The branches are said 
to be “coming out”…i.e. stemming or symbolically growing…it has buds and bulbs all set (as it 
were) to burst forth…to explode with LIFE. IT IS A TREE OF LIFE…like the one found in the Garden 
of Eden.  
 
The Tabernacle is God…making His initial incursion into the Fallen World…beginning to 
reclaim/re-plant Eden. The Tabernacle with its blue ceiling like the sky and angels embroidered 
there…was depicting the New Creation… “when Earth and Heaven be one.” 
 
The menorah is made of pure gold… not wood over-laid with gold but one-piece…solid gold, 
hammered together. AND about 75 POUNDS of pure gold! All it’s utensils of pure 
gold…gradations of holiness.  
 
What is the meaning and what is the purpose of this amazingly expensive piece of liturgical 
furniture?  
 
Well, the other passages (Lev 24 et al) describe how, like the dining room table perpetually 
stocked with bread…SO the lamps are to be perpetually lit whenever it’s dark. It’s like Tom 
Bodett says for Motel 6, “We’ll leave the light on for, ya!” 
 
It would have been at the very center of the encampment whenever the Israelites stopped…an 
extremely bright light…the Tabernacle was always glowing at the heart of the whole NATION. 
 
And why? Why was there a huge light in the Dwelling Place of God? Well…so people could see 
where they were going? No need to over-spiritualize it…it was dark in there and they needed to 
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see. Because light…enables people to see. And it’s meant to shine (v.37) where the priests 
walked…not where God’s presence was symbolized (as if HE needed light – He doesn’t) but 
where the humans walked …because they DO… WE do…we need light. 
 
And this idea is basic to Biblical Anthropology, i.e. the way the Bible understands human beings 
is that we are ALL (everyone of US) we are in need of light… We don’t see things as they are…in 
the essence of things…the nature of things…we get it terribly wrong … we misperceive…we draw 
wrong conclusions… Our spiritual-radio has a broken receiver…and we ALL lack light… we’re 
groping in the DARK until God enlightens us…THAT’S the function of the MENORAH. 
 
And this idea builds in the whole Bible…and in the end of the Bible…it says of the New Jerusalem, 
“And the city has no need of the sun or of the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God has 
illumined it, and its lamp is the Lamb”. (Rev 21.23)  
 
And John, the Witness, the embedded reporter who tells the story of Jesus Christ from inside 
the operation…John heard Him tell the reason for His coming, that Jesus Christ IS the 
Light…symbolized in the Tabernacle. John sees, in Jesus Christ’s coming, the Dawn of a New 
Creation! `In the beginning God said, “Let there be light”…and here IS the Word…Who spoke 
light into the universe appearing again…the source of life…the Light of men…light overcoming 
darkness…the True Light…the source of life (because LIFE can’t exist without light…think about 
it!) 
 
And Jesus Christ says it of Himself… “I am the Light of the World”… He says it at the feast of 
Tabernacles – when everyone remembered the wilderness wanderings and that portable 
sanctuary where the menorah made the Tabernacle glow and give light. 
 
“I”, says Jesus, “I AM the True Light”… and speaking this way…in and around the Temple (where, 
of course, there were wonderful lights and lamps) and speaking at this point…when they were 
OUT to get Him…to be there…to say these things was the Rubicon, the point of no return…it was 
Jesus Christ committing to DIE… and the True Light will be snuffed out…the sky will go dark 
when Jesus Christ is hanging to death…absorbing my darkness. 
 
My guilt will be attributed to Him and He will be extinguished…snuffed out…buried in the DARK 
TOMB and then, on the THIRD DAY, the Sun of Righteousness will rise with healing in His wings. 
“And you who receive Him”, says Malachi “…you will go forth and skip about like calves from the 
stall.” (4.2) 
 
To be enlightened is NOT simply to gain some new information – if what we lacked was “data” 
we would be the most spiritually attuned, enlightened generation that ever was…wars and racial 
prejudice and selfishness and unkindness and fear would all be gone…but that is NOT THE 
CASE…it’s NOT simply information or data or “intel” or education…we need. 
 
Enlightenment… has to address the darkness…it has to get at the heart of the problem…it has to 
deal with what separates us from God…our guilt…our record of wrong…our estrangement… our 
aversion to God.  
 
Light had to come from OUT OF THIS WORLD…it couldn’t possible have originated in US. 
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On that trip to Jerusalem for that final Feast of Tabernacles where He claimed to BE the UNIQUE 
SOURCE OF LIGHT…Jesus Christ and His disciples saw an unenlightened man…physically without 
sight. 
 
The disciples (amateur philosophers that they were) begin to speculate… “How does a person 
get to be born BLIND…because suffering, as we know, comes from sin…but to be born blind is to 
suffer BEFORE the sin is committed…so, is this man’s blindness a punishment for sins not yet 
committed OR a punishment for the sins of his parents?... A very interesting conundrum, 
wouldn’t You agree, Lord?” 
 
And Jesus says, “No… I don’t agree…this is not a conundrum…it’s a HUMAN BEING…and human 
beings were made to display the glory and magnificence of God and His grace… “so that the 
works of God might be displayed in him.” (3) 
 
And then Jesus again reiterates (v. 5), “I am the light of the World” And He spits on the ground 
and makes clay (as the first man CAME from the elements, God “formed man of dust from the 
ground” - Gen 2.7) and showing the dawn of a New Creation…Jesus makes dust from the ground 
into new eyes…and then…He who was sent into the world…to enlighten the world…the Sent 
One…sends the blind man to the Pool of Siloam (which means “Sent”). 
 
And he came back seeing…but had NOT yet seen the One who had healed Him…AND THIS 
chapter (which we left out except for the start and finish) John ch. 9 is the story of ONE MAN’S 
enlightenment. 
 
When the neighbors and eventually the Jewish leaders at the Temple interrogate this newly 
sighted man…He is remarkably composed. “Are you the one born blind?” 
 
“Yeah.” 
 
“Well where is this Jesus who healed you?...On the Sabbath no less?!” 
 
“I dunno…I haven’t seen Him yet…He put a little mud on my eyes…told me to wash and now I 
see…” 
 
“Well who IS this Man?” the leaders insist… “We demand an answer!” 
 
“He… must be…a… prophet?” 
 
“Ahhh what do you know…bring in the parents!” (And the parents are evidently freaked out 
because these Pharisees and leaders are VERY influential – in High School they were the “Cool 
kids”!) And they start badgering these poor parents! 
 
“IS THIS YOUR SON? WAS he indeed born blind? If so, then how come he can see now? WE want 
answers!” 
 
And His parents are so rattled by this spiritual and social abuse…they sort of throw their own 
son “under the bus” (as we’d say) and say, “Ask HIM! He’s of age!” (which may have meant, btw, 
that he was at least 13 years old). And then John notes, “His parents said this because they were 
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afraid of the Jewish (leaders); for the Jewish (leaders) had already agreed that if anyone 
confessed Him to be Christ, he was to be de-synagogued.” (22) 
 
Then they drag back the formerly blind man and turn up the heat… “Give glory to God…we know 
this Jesus is a sinner!” 
 
And the man (maybe not much older than 13 years) says with astounding poise, “Whether He’s 
a sinner, I don’t know – that’s YOUR job! You’re the theologians and leaders…I’ve never even 
read theology…but one thing I DO know, that though I was blind, now I see." (25) 
 
Well…from there it sort of short-circuits… The leaders start foaming and frothing…and 
accusing…and name-calling (BTW, they say if you're in a debate and you're losing ground, the 
last thing you should do is to start throwing dirt – but they do). 
 
And finally the young man…is pushed in a corner and says, “Look, you people say God doesn’t 
hear the prayers of sinners…well…if this Jesus is a sinner…why did God hear HIS prayers?... Jus’ 
sayin’…” 
 
And then they erupt and they kick him to the curb and Jesus comes up and sits next to him… 
And Jesus Christ simply asks, "Do YOU believe in the Son of Man?" And He answered, "Who is 
He, Sir, that I may believe in Him?" Jesus said to him, "You’ve seen Him, and He’s the one 
speaking with you now." 
 
And he said, "Lord, I believe." And he worshiped Him. (35-38) 
 
Jesus Christ is saying, “No…I think it’s quite evident YOU HAVE seen Him and STILL see Him…” 
That’s the verb tense John uses and the point is – because YOU encountered Me and have been 
brought into the light…YOU ARE OBVIOUSLY an enlightened person… You’ve seen Me in the way 
that really matters!” 
 
And see as YOU try to answer the questions we posed at the start of the sermon, “Are you an 
enlightened person? Is it possible to be spiritually “in the know”…spiritually certain…spiritually 
“in the light” – THIS story helps us…to discern our own experience. 
 
For instance, the religious leaders are clearly un-enlightened and yet sooooo sure they see… We 
do meet people like this…maybe some in this room right now. And Jesus says to them, “If you 
were blind, you’d have no sin; but since you say, 'We see,' your sin remains.” (41) 
 
In other words, “Because you’re so confident in yourselves…because you trust 
yourselves…because you are certain that you see…you won’t come to ME so I could give you 
light…Admit you're blind and I’ll give you eyes to see…Become blind and I’ll take away your sin… 
but you won’t.” 
 
That’s the first step…admit you are powerless…like they say in all the recovery movements…stop 
defending yourself… denial is blindness is death. 
 
The parents also are un-enlightened…all they can see is people (Ed Welch: When People Are Big 
and God Is Small)…the fear of exclusion blinds them to the astounding miracle AND 
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worse…blinded them to the One who IS the light! 
 
The disciples are…sort of in-process…they are coming to the Light…but also…still… 
boneheads…like most of us… and the answer for semi-enlightened spiritual boneheads is to 
keep coming to the One True Light…accept no imitations…we repent and believe…we repent 
and believe…we fall down and we get up…WE KEEP COMING TO Jesus Christ every day and 
many times each day… “Come and See…” (John 1.46) 
 
And then…there’s that man…maybe not much more than a boy…He shows what the experience 
of spiritual enlightenment looks like: he’s amazingly humble. He is very comfortable saying, “I 
don’t know”. And spiritually enlightened people are that way… there are lots of stuff we don’t 
know. 
 
On the other hand, he’s crazy-confident! He’s not going to say, “Well…you know…maybe I 
wasn’t blind …that’s a matter of personal interpretation…and maybe I’m not healed…and maybe 
it was a funny kind of coincidence…and maybe this Jesus had nothing to do with it…maybe there 
are many ways to God…” 
 
No…having never read a book or attended school… and sitting in front of these big-shot, power-
brokers … He says, “He must be a prophet…don’t ya’ think?!” and… NO ONE has ever done 
this…He has to be a Unique Person.” 
 
And when He sees Jesus Christ…he attaches to Him… and he worships. 
 
That’s how it is to be a Christian…to experience true enlightenment…I have NO confidence in 
ME…but I know Whom I have believed and I am persuaded He will keep me til the end…One 
thing I know, I was blind and now I see.” (25) 

 


