
Mk. 9:42  “Child-Care”

For the Children: All of the members of the church belong to the Lord Jesus.  When we help others in the church, we 
are showing what we think of the Lord Jesus, to whom they belong.  If someone borrows your bike and treats it badly, 
and damages it, and doesn’t even care – they show what they think of you, to some extent.  Even with those who don’t 
seem very important in the life of the church – the little children, the people who need lots of help, those who aren’t 
close to the leaders of the church – even with them, we show what we think of the Lord Jesus by the way we treat them. 
We must therefore try to help them rather than harm them.  Questions: How can you help other members of the church? 
How might you do harm to them?  How can children be helped to feel part of the church?
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Introduction:

First Point: Who Are the “Little Ones”?
• Those of Least Importance: The reference to “these little ones” points back to vss. 38-41, where the common 

theme seems to be accepting or helping those in need, or those who are not part of the disciples’ “inner circle.” 
Thus “little ones” are those believers who are seemingly of least importance, or even quite needy

• Covenant Children and Those with Child-Like Faith: The parallel passages in Mt. 18:1-6, Lk. 17:2 use the term 
“little ones” to refer to actual children and those with child-like faith – who again may be considered of lesser 
importance in the Kingdom.  All our brethren “represent Christ to us, “ including these “little ones.”  To help 
them is to “help” Him; to harm them, is to “harm” Him

Second Point: How Are They Harmed?
• Bad Teaching: Causing them to stumble means causing spiritual harm.  Such harm may be done by bad 

teaching in the home, church or seminary, in books and on the internet.  Neglecting to give good teaching when 
we have opportunity to do so is also harmful

• Bad Example: Children and other weaker members of the church are often susceptible to being led astray by 
bad example of parents, leaders, or other members.  They may either follow the bad example or become 
disillusioned because of it

• Made to Feel Excluded: In Mt. 19:13 Jesus rebuked the disciples for trying to prevent the children from being 
brought to Him to be blessed.  People often leave the church because they feel they are held in disdain or that 
others are disinterested in them.  But even when dealing with one of the least we are to take care that we do not 
despise them (Mt. 18:10).  They all need to be cared for

Third Point: What is the Penalty for Harming Them?
• The Millstone and the Abyss: Harming even one of the least deserves the worst kind of punishment.  Both the 

sin and the punishment are so bad, it would be better to have the heaviest kind of millstone put around one’s 
neck and to be cast into the deepest part of the sea, before ever causing a little one to stumble.    The 
punishment involves “woe” (Mt. 18:7) and hell (Mk. 9:43)

• A matter of Grace: However, the proper motive for caring for “little ones” is not fear of hell, but the fact that 
they represent Christ to us.  They are to be received “in My Name” (Mt. 18:5).  Such love is Christ’s example 
and command (Jn. 15:12,17).  The grace of God in forgiving us for all the times we’ve caused others to 
stumble also motivates us to help, rather than to hinder those “little ones” who are His

Conclusion:


