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John 2.1-11 

The Wine Of Divine Joy 

 

 

Aim: to see the glory of Jesus in the sign of turning water into wine! 

 

Scripture Reading: John 2.1-11 

 

 

INTRODUCTION: 

 

From the time I was eight to the time I was 38 my dad was in law enforcement.  For 30 years he 

served our community and as most proud sons would say of their father, he served our 

community with excellence.  He was that man that would take a bullet for another man, if it 

meant protecting them from harm.   

 

The last 10 years or so of his life he was a U.S. Deputy Marshall for the U.S. Federal Court in 

my hometown.  Over the years he would tell me stories of court cases that he would oversee and 

every now and then we would talk and he would tell me of those who were thrown in jail simply 

because they were in contempt of the court. 

 

The internet tells me that Contempt of court, often referred to simply as "contempt", is the 

offense of being disobedient or disrespectful towards a court of law and its officers in the form of 

behavior that opposes or defies authority, justice, and the dignity of the court.  To in contempt 

manifests itself in willful disregard or disrespect for the authority of a court of law, which is 

often behavior that is illegal because it does not obey or respect the rules of a law court.  

(Wikipedia) 

 

All that to say when you do not respect, honor, obey the judge or the judges court you are held in 

contempt.  You are considered an offense to the law, to the judge and to his/her court.  You are 

held in contempt of court, because you treat that which is reverent, holy, and righteous without 

reverence, without holiness and without righteousness.  You treat it as casual at best and 

condescension at worst.  Therefore you are in contempt! 
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I believe the same is true with the Word of Christ!  Jesus Christ is the Judge.  And the Judge is 

speaking to us through His Word and sometimes when He is speaking we treat Him and His 

Word as casual or with condescension.  We read His Word at times as if it’s just another man 

speaking to us about life and so we casually choose whether or not we will obey this or obey 

that.   

 

We must never treat the Words of Christ with irreverence, with casualness, or condescension.  

We must never be in contempt with the High Judge of heaven.  So the same is true for each of us 

when we come to very familiar passages of Scripture.  John chapter 2 is one of those very 

familiar passages of Scripture that I hope none of us today will treat as casual, familiar and with 

irreverence because we already know it and have read it many times. 

 

In John chapter 2 Jesus is manifesting His glory, so that people will believe in Him!  Will you be 

the one that diligently seeks to see His glory this morning?  Will you be the one that believes in 

Him this morning?  Will you be the one that savors and takes great delight in Jesus this morning?   

 

Let‟s read together John 2.1-11 

 

He Manifested His Glory (v.11) 

 

I would like to do something a little different this morning.  I want to start with the end of the 

passage first…verse 11.  The Apostle John is actually going back to his original plan and idea 

for writing this gospel.  If you remember our very first sermon in John was John 20.30-31. 

 

“Therefore many other signs Jesus also performed in the presence of 

the disciples, which are not written in this book, but these have been 

written, so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 

God; and that believing you may have life in His name.” 
 

So if you remember, John is not simply dealing with what other writers would call miracles.  He 

is dealing with what he calls signs.  And there really is a profound difference for John in calling 

the miracles of Jesus a sign and not simply a miracle.   
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Miracles in and of themselves can simply be something good for those who receive a miracle.  

There is healing, salvation, deliverance, etc.  But when John calls these miracles of Jesus signs 

this really means something significant to us.  It means that each moment where Jesus does 

something miraculous and supernatural that there is something greater going on than simply the 

miraculous.  John says they are signs.   

 

What is a sign?  A sign points to something beyond itself.  A sign guides you to something else.  

So a sign for the Apostle John says something that points beyond the miracle.  But why?  Why is 

John so focused on this?  Very simple…“So that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the 

Son of God; and that believing you may have life in His name.”   

 

Most people who followed Jesus around wanted to see miracles.  They did not want to see signs 

of something that pointed to something else that was greater than the miracle.  They wanted their 

bellies filled with food.  They wanted their children healed.  They wanted themselves entertained 

by the miracle Worker Himself.  Their hearts were hard and their minds were hostile to God.  

They were self-seeking hypocrites and only played the follower of Christ as long as Christ 

played for them. 

 

So perhaps by the time that John wrote his gospel he picked up on the wickedness of man in 

seeking Jesus for what Jesus could simply do for them.  So John writes, not simply about 

miracles, but about the signs, so that the signs would push people’s minds and push them to 

think of something greater and beyond what was going on than a mere miracle. 

 

So John writes now in John 2.11, “This beginning of His signs Jesus did in Cana of Galilee, 

and manifested His glory, and His disciples believed in Him.” 

 

So what we are about to study in John 2 is about a sign and in that sign is a manifestation of the 

glory of Jesus Christ.  There’s going to be something beyond the miracle in John 2 this morning.  

There’s going to be a greater meaning and purpose than simply water being turned into wine 

this morning.  I hope you’re able to see the sign this morning.  And that by seeing the sign you 

will believe in what is beyond the sign.  And that by believing you may come to savor the Savior 

and to delight greatly in Him in greater ways this morning. 
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So Jesus manifested His glory in Cana of Galilee at a humble wedding.  And in that 

manifestation we are told that His disciples believed in Him.  Or His disciples believed on 

Him!  That little preposition in or on or into is huge.  Because what the disciples were doing was 

they were believing in Him.  As Jesus was manifesting His glory in turning the water into 

wine they were being all the more persuaded by Jesus as they were beholding this sign pointing 

them to the power of God working before their very eyes.   

 

He was manifesting His glory to them.  What once was hidden to them is now being revealed.  

His glory was hidden from them.  So every day, every week, every month and every year that 

they are with Jesus, over the next 3 plus years, He is going to manifest His glory to them.  He is 

going to keep pulling back the veil of His glory, so that they will see Him and believe in Him 

and have life in His name. 

 

He wanted them to see His glory.  His glory that He wanted them to see was the beauty of His 

manifold perfections.  He wanted them to see His glory, His perfections, His power, and His 

sovereignty over pots of water.  So remember as we study this morning…this miracle is a sign 

and this sign is pointing to something greater and beyond the miracle itself.  It is the glory of 

Jesus Christ, so that you may believe in Him and have life in His name.  Let us praise God for 

the signs, because in those signs we are led to see the glory of Jesus Christ and believe in Him. 

 

There Was A Wedding (v.1-2) 

 

“On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the 

mother of Jesus was there; and both Jesus and His disciples were 

invited to the wedding. 
 

The third day refers back from the last day in verse 43 when Jesus purposed to go into Galilee 

and He called Philip to follow Him.  So three days later from then there was a wedding in 

Cana of Galilee.  So from the time of John the Baptist’s testimony all the way back in John 1.19 

to chapter 2 we probably have a full week of events that ends with a wedding and Jesus’ first 

miracle or sign. 
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But there is also something symbolic in Scripture regarding the third day.  The third day is the 

day of resurrection.  A.W. Pink writes, “It was on the third day that the earth emerged from its 

watery grave, as it was on the third day the barren earth was clothed with vegetable life.  There is  

an important Scripture in Hosea 6.2 which should be placed side by side with John 2.1… 

 

“After two days will He revive us: in the third day He will raise us up, 

and we shall live in His sight.” 
 

So as we further study John 2 let us keep in mind the biblical idea and meaning of resurrection. 

 

So three days later John says that this wedding was in Cana of Galilee.  Cana was about 10 

miles north of Nazareth, Jesus’ home town.  Cana was also where Jesus’ new disciple, 

Nathanael was from and we know this because John tells us in John 21.2 that Nathanael of 

Cana in Galilee was with the other disciples when Jesus manifested Himself again to the 

disciples at the Sea of Tiberias.  Cana was a simple, humble rural town pretty much in the 

middle of nowhere in the region of Galilee.  Just regular folks lived in this little town.   

 

Does this now speak to the heart of Christ?  Does this not speak to His depth of His 

condescension?  To gather with those who are humble people and regular people and not the 

nobles and the kings of the world in high places, but lowly Cana.  And that they would even feel 

compelled to invite Jesus and His disciples.   

 

All that to say both Jesus and Nathanael would have been familiar with this small town of Cana.  

So there was this wedding in Cana.  And in verse 1 John tells us that the mother of Jesus was 

there.  John never refers to her as Mary, always the mother of Jesus.  So Jesus’ mother was 

there in Cana at this wedding and we are also told in verse 2 that both Jesus and His disciples 

were invited to the wedding.   

 

As we pause for a second and think about who Jesus is and He’s leading His 5 brand new 

disciples it was absolutely appropriate that Jesus would be invited to this wedding.  One 

commentator said, “The Lord should be invited to every wedding.  Marriage was God’s idea in 

the first place.” (Phillips)  How many of you know that marriage is a blessing from the Lord.  

Every wedding and every marriage should by all means invite Christ to be at the center of the 

husband and wife’s ceremony and life together.   
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Listen to what J.C. Ryle said of marriage back in 1869, “Society is never in a healthy condition, 

and true religion never flourishes in that land where the marriage tie is lightly esteemed.  They 

who lightly esteem it have not the mind of Christ.  Christ’s blessing and presence are essential to 

a happy wedding.  The marriage, at which there is no place for Christ and His disciples, is not 

one that can justly be expected to prosper.”  So it is absolutely appropriate for Jesus to be invited 

to this wedding.  He created marriage and ordained it all the way back in Genesis 2.   

 

So Jesus was invited to this wedding in Cana.  The word wedding actually means wedding-

festival or wedding-feast. Back in Jesus’ day a wedding was a major social event.  It’s been said 

(MacArthur, p. 77) that a wedding-feast could last up to a week long.  “Unlike modern 

weddings today, which are traditionally paid for by the bride’s family, the groom was 

responsible for the expenses of the celebration.  The wedding marked the culmination of the 

betrothal period.  During that period, which often lasted several months, the couple was 

considered legally husband and wife.  They did not, however, live together or consummate the 

marriage during that period.  On the night of the ceremony (usually a Wednesday), the groom 

and his friends would go to the bride’s house.  They would then escort her and her attendants to 

the groom’s house, where the ceremony and banquet would be held.  The whole celebration 

ended with the actual wedding.”  (MacArthur) 

 

So there was this week long festival and feast filled with food, drinking, family, friends, and lots 

of celebration culminating in the actual wedding where the two were joined together husband 

and wife under the authority of God Himself. 

 

How appropriate that Jesus, the God-Man, would have the inauguration of manifesting His glory 

at a God-ordained and God-instituted wedding-feast.  It was absolutely appropriate for Jesus to 

be invited to this wedding for it is God Himself who sanctifies and ordains the marriage 

between a man and a woman.  There was more to this wedding wasn’t there? 

 

The Wine Ran Out (v.3) 
 

“When the wine ran out, the mother of Jesus said to Him, „they have 

no wine.‟ And Jesus said to her, „Woman, what does that have to do 

with us?  My hour has not yet come.‟  His mother said to the servants, 

„Whatever He says to you, do it.‟” 
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Most of us are probably at least a little familiar with how devastating and embarrassing it would 

have been for this family to run out of wine to drink.  It was way more embarrassing back in 

ancient eastern weddings, but we can understand some of the gravity today if we ran out of food 

or drinks for a big social gathering or even a wedding.  But the humiliation would have been 

significantly worse back then than today.   

 

Wine was the staple drink back then.  And I don’t believe this passage is really meant to be the 

passage where we debate the alcohol level of the wine, but because of the issue that it is today 

I’m gonna speak to it for a few minutes. Therefore I’ve gleaned from others in what I’m about to 

say.   

 

“Wine was wine.  The word used is oinos, the only word for wine in the New Testament.  In the 

Septuagint it is used to translate the Hebrew words yayin and tirosh.  The word yayin is derived 

from a root word yayan meaning “to ferment.”  The word yayin occurs 142 times in the Old 

Testament and includes all kinds of fermented wine.  The first use of the word is in connection 

with Noah’s drunkenness (Genesis 9.21).  It is used of the wine brought forth by Melchizedek 

for Abraham (Genesis 14.18).  The same word is used in connection with Nabal and his extreme 

intoxication (1Samuel 25.36-37).  It was used at the feasts of the Lord (Deuteronomy 14.23-26) 

and was the wine that was poured out in the drink offering (Exodus 29.40; Leviticus 23.13; 

Numbers 15.5).   

 

The word tirosh comes from the root yarash, meaning “to possess”, evidently because of wine‟s 

power to take possession of a person’s brain.”  (Phillips)  “To help avoid the risk of inebriation, 

wine was commonly diluted with water to one-third to one-tenth of its strength.  Though the 

Bible does not forbid drinking wine and in some cases actually commends it.” (MacArthur) 

 

Psalm 104.14-15 “He causes the grass to grow for the cattle, and 

vegetation for the labor of man, so that he may bring forth food from 

the earth, and wine which makes man‟s heart glad, so that he may 

make his face glisten with oil, and food which sustains man‟s heart.” 
 

Proverbs 31.6 “Give strong drink to him who is perishing, and wine to 

him whose life is bitter.” 
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1 Timothy 5.23 “No longer drink water exclusively, but use a little 

wine for the sake of your stomach and your frequent ailments.” 

 

Judges 9.13, “Shall I leave my new wine, which cheers God and 

men?” 

 

Wine in Scripture is often seen as a blessing from God.  But in the American culture we have 

seen the abuse of alcohol and have prohibited any use or any form of alcohol at all because of the 

abuses of others.   

 

What if we actually applied this reasoning to other areas of God’s gifts to mankind?  What if 

God gifts man with food, but we can’t eat food because there are others who abuse food and 

commit gluttony?  What if God gifts man with marriage, but we can’t get married because there 

are others who abuse marriage and commit adultery and all kinds of sin?  What if God gifts man 

with the gospel, but we can’t receive the gospel because there are others who abuse the gospel in 

all kinds of ways?  What if God gifts man with the church, but we can’t gather with the church 

because there are some who abuse and mislead the church? 

 

If this were our way of thinking we would abstain from all of the gifts of God because there are 

others who abuse God’s gifts.  But this prohibition to drinking wine is so ingrained into our 

thinking and into our culture that so many sweet brothers and sisters in Christ simply cannot 

fathom the idea of God actually blessing us with this thing called wine even when it is clear in 

Scripture.   

 

I want to use what Brother Brandon said Wednesday night regarding technology and how that 

can relate to wine.   You have three options with wine…you can receive it, you can reject it or 

you can redeem it.  You can receive how the world uses and abuses wine and therefore use and 

abuse it as well.  You can reject how the world uses and abuses wine and have nothing to do with 

it at all.  Or you can redeem how the world uses and abuses wine and enjoy this gift from God. 

 

There can be little doubt that wine is what was served at the wedding, not grape juice.  And they 

ran out of wine.  In the symbolism of Scripture, wine speaks of joy.  It suggests the exuberant 

side of life.”  (John Phillips)   
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And you can receive this truth, reject this truth or redeem this truth.  But Scripture is pretty clear. 

 

Mary Goes Too Far (v.3-5) 

 

When they ran out of wine, the mother of Jesus said to Him, “They 

have no wine. And Jesus said to her, “Woman, what does that have to 

do with us?  My hour has not come”   
  

It is assumed that Mary had something to do with the wedding, perhaps this wedding was for a 

family member.  But it is assumed that in some way Mary had some responsibility regarding the 

food, drink at the wedding and so now all those serving start scrambling around because they 

have run out of wine, so she looks and turns and tells her Son Jesus, “they have no win.” 

 

Now something very interesting is going on here.  Mary, the mother of Jesus, knows exactly 

who Jesus is and what He is capable of doing, but she has no regard to WHO He is.  She is 

simply exercising her parental authority over her Son.  She instructs Him to fix this embarrassing 

problem.   

 

Well Jesus responds with these words, “Woman, what does that have to do with us?”  The 

term woman is not to be understood in the way that we would use it today.  It was more of a 

compassionate term, but nevertheless, Jesus is not receiving her instruction.  He is rebuking her 

and He is demonstrating to her and to all others around and those for centuries who would read 

this in John that they no longer simply have a mother to Son relationship.  Pink says, “to have 

addressed her as mother would have called attention to human relationships; but calling her 

woman showed that God was speaking to her.” 

 

“In that moment she was not aware that He was more than man, more than her son.  He was the 

God-man manifest in the flesh.  He knew they didn’t have any wine.  Remember He purposed to 

go into Galilee and Cana was in Galilee.  He knew why He was there.  And she no longer had 

authority over Him.   
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Jesus further says to her, “My hour has not yet come.”  What does Jesus mean by „My hour‟?  

The hour is the hour of humiliation and subjection to man’s will.  At this hour in Cana he will 

not subject Himself to this woman’s will.  But one day there will be an hour where He will 

subject Himself to the will of man and be humiliated, arrested, tried, scorned, beaten, tattered, 

torn and ultimately murdered and crucified.  That is His hour that has not yet come.  So for this 

woman to instruct Him was usurping His authority over her and He will have nothing of it. 

 

So she responds with something very beautiful.  Whatever He says to you, do it.  She received 

His rebuke and correction and quickly in repentance displays to them Who it is that has the 

ultimate authority here in this moment.  She recognized very quickly that she was no longer in 

authority over Him as His mother.  She would not receive special treatment as a family member, 

but would be just like everyone other follower and worshipper of Jesus. 

 

Water Pots Made Of Stone (v.6-10)  Read verses 6-10 

 

We are told at this wedding there were six stone waterpots.  These waterpots held anywhere 

from 20-30 gallons of water.  We are familiar with 50 gallon drums.  So take a drum and cut it in 

half and this is pretty much what you have only six of them.  These stone waterpots were used 

for the Jewish custom of purification.  Basically a Jew would not eat or drink anything without 

first cleaning themselves and cleaning the utensils and serving items.   

 

Even though, the mother of Jesus no longer had any authority over Him she was right to know 

that He could take this embarrassing moment of having no wine and save the wedding-feast.   

 

Now what’s interesting is that these waterpots are made of stone and apparently they were 

empty.  Pink says, “Judaism still existed as a religious system, but it ministered no comfort to the 

heart.  It had degenerated into a cold, mechanical routine, utterly destitute of joy in God.”   

 

So these stony and empty waterpots were a picture to all of the spiritual condition of man and 

particularly the Jews.  “Six is the number of man, for it was on the sixth day man was made” by 

God.  All that was left of man and of Judaism at the time was empty, stony and hard.  So these 

six stone waterpots are a true reflection of the time of mankind before Jesus. 
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There was no wine, there was no joy in the hearts and lives of the people.  Just cold, stony hearts 

that were empty of joy and God. 

 

Next in verse 7 Jesus commands the servants to fill the waterpots with water and they filled 

them up to the brim.  So what was the element that Christ would use to produce the wine?  

Water! 

 

We learned in Ephesians that water is one of the symbols of the written Word.  In Ephesians 

5.26 Paul speaks of what Christ does for His bride “so that He might sanctify her, having 

cleansed her by the washing of water with the word.”  “So how can Christ’s servants, today, 

bring the wine of joy unto human hearts?  By ministering the Word of God to them.” (Pink)  By 

washing them with the Word of God.  Paul teaches Titus that it is the Holy Spirit who washes us 

and regenerates us clean. 

 

“He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in 

righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of 

regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit.”     
 

The Holy Spirit takes the Word of God and cleanses us and regenerates us and makes us new in 

Christ.  It is the water of the Word of God that cleanses us and brings the Divine joy of the Lord. 

 

Jesus then instructs the servants to draw some out now and take it to the headwaiter.  You 

know it may have seemed really foolish to the servants to take water from the waterpots to the 

headwaiter to drink.  But they obeyed Jesus and they took it to him.   

 

Let me ask a question.  As servants of God, how strange, and weird, or even foolish at times does 

it seem that the way of Christ is to the world?  Sometimes we are instructed by God to do some 

things that really seem foolish to the world.  Do we obey?  Do we follow His instructions?  

Because these servants in verse 8 obeyed Jesus and get this, they were participating in one of the 

most magnificent moments in all of history.  One of the most well known miracles/signs of Jesus 

throughout history is turning the water into wine.  And these servants were not only key eye-

witnesses of this miracle, but were the instruments of God to bring about the miracle.  They 

simply obeyed Jesus and did as He told.  Imagine if we obeyed Jesus even when the world thinks 

it to be foolish? 
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The Headwaiter Proclaims The Good Wine (v.9-10) 

 

The headwaiter‟s responsibilities were to eat and drink of everything before presenting it to the 

guests.  So the servants obeyed Jesus and took it to the headwaiter.  He tasted the water that 

had turned to wine.  Therein lies the sign.  Jesus, without any recorded words and without any 

verbal prayer turned the water into wine…good wine.   The headwaiter was beside himself 

because the bridegroom had waited to serve the good wine last.   

 

What was at first a potential moment of shame and disgrace turned into a moment of amazement 

and unbelief.  Because no one serves the good wine last.  No one!  Jesus not only provides for 

the insufficient bridegroom, who by the way, didn’t wait until the end to serve the good wine, 

he ran out of wine.  This should quickly remind us that the earthly bridegroom is insufficient 

and can never fully supply the joy of his wife nor his friends.  Oh but the Heavenly Bridegroom 

can and He does.   

 

In this moment in Cana Jesus shows Himself to be sovereign over all things.  He is sovereign 

over marriage, He is sovereign over his mother, He is sovereign over the servants, He is 

sovereign over the headwaiter, He is sovereign over the bridegroom and lastly one often 

forgotten element…He is sovereign over the water.  Jesus changes the molecular structure of the 

water to something totally different.  He changes it to wine…and good wine at that!  The 

headwaiter describes this new wine as good.  Good meaning excellent, choice, and surpassing.  

The new wine surpasses that of the wine that was served first.  It is almost incomparable because 

of how good it is. 

 

And this wine is the Divine wine that will bring great joy not only to the bridegroom, his 

family, and this wedding-feast, but it is the true wine that will fill every single person’s heart 

and life that Jesus says is mine.  And He fills us with His joy His Divine wine that causes us to 

find total joy and satisfaction in Him and in no other.   
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Why in the world would we ever want the world’s wine, the world’s pleasures, the world’s 

delicacies, when you and I can have the true wine that fills our lives with true joy and true 

satisfaction?  This wine is Divine joy! 

 

So in this moment in Cana of Galilee at a very humble wedding that Jesus was invited 

to…Jesus is manifesting is glory.  

 

Wine For Blood 

Piper—“Jesus tells the servants to fill the purification jars with water. These were not used for 

drinking. They were used for bathing—for purifying. So it seems what Jesus wants to say is that 

this is what “my hour” will be like: “I will take the purification rituals of Israel and replace them 

with a decisively new way of purification—namely, with my blood.” And keep in mind that in 

John 6:55, Jesus said, “My blood is true drink.” “Unless you . . . drink [the] blood [of the 

Son of Man], you have no life in you” (John 6:53).  

So one more way that Jesus manifests his glory in this story is by giving us a sign—an acted out 

parable—of how his own death, his own blood, his hour—will be the final, decisive, ultimate 

purification for sins. There is no ritual any more for cleansing. There is one way to be clean 

before God. John says it plainly in Revelation 7:14, “They have washed their robes and made 

them white in the blood of the Lamb.” The glory of Jesus is that he alone, once and for all, made 

purification for sins. You don’t turn to ritual. You turn to Jesus.”  

CONCLUSION: 

 

One day there will be a much greater marriage ceremony.  It is at the marriage supper of the 

Lamb where those who have been washed in the blood of Jesus will drink together of the True 

vine and the True wine.  Jesus said at the last supper… 

 

“But I say to you, I will not drink of this fruit of the vine from now on 

until the day when I drink it new with you in My Father‟s kingdom.” 
 

 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%206.55
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%206.53
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Revelation%207.14

