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1Peter 1:13-21 
13 Therefore, prepare your minds for action, keep sober in spirit, fix your 
hope completely on the grace to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus 
Christ.  
14 As obedient children, do not be conformed to the former lusts which were 
yours in your ignorance,  
15 but like the Holy One who called you, be holy yourselves also in all your 
behavior;  
16 because it is written, "YOU SHALL BE HOLY, FOR I AM HOLY."  
17 If you address as Father the One who impartially judges according to each 
one's work, conduct yourselves in fear during the time of your stay on earth;  
18 knowing that you were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or 
gold from your futile way of life inherited from your forefathers,  
19 but with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood 
of Christ.  
20 For He was foreknown before the foundation of the world, but has 
appeared in these last times for the sake of you  
21 who through Him are believers in God, who raised Him from the dead and 
gave Him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God.  
 
To the Glory of God 
 

Now the Holiness of God is one way of talking about God’s 
uniqueness, His distinction from everything that has been made and 
His “otherness”. God is not like us.  He is different from us.  God doesn’t 
think the way we do.  He doesn’t reason the way we reason, He doesn’t 
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plan the way we plan, and He doesn’t act like we act. God is in a class 
all by Himself.  Moses said to Pharaoh: 
     
Exodus 8:9b&10 
9 … when shall I entreat for you and your servants and your people, that the 
frogs be destroyed from you and your houses, that they may be left only in the 
Nile?"  
10 Then he said, "Tomorrow." So he said, "May it be according to your word, 
that you may know that there is no one like the Lord our God.  
 
… and God made this assessment of Himself in Isaiah 46:9b: 
 
… I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is no one like Me,  
 

And it is precisely because God is not like us that we worshipped 
Him and strive to please Him.  So, the Mormon are wrong on both 
count, God was never a Man and men will never be God.  Hannah, the 
mother of Samuel, was “moved along” by God the Holy Spirit to say: 
     
1Samuel 2:2 
There is no one holy like the Lord, Indeed, there is no one besides You, Nor is 
there any rock like our God.  
 
 It is the totality of all of God’s Attributes and Characteristics that 
make Him to be “Holy”.  And that means that when God chooses to 
manifest one or more of His pristine Attributes, as when He manifests 
His Grace to save unworthy sinners, that manifestation, the public 
display of that Attribute is God’s “Glory”.  So, “Holiness” is the totality 
of all that God is.  And “Glory” is when one or more of what God is 
radiates out from God, and is seen, so it can be marveled at. 
 Here is the dynamic.  And I get it from 2Corinthians 3&4.  As fallen 
people, our fundamental problem is that we do not love God.  We love 
ourselves and we love darkness, but we do not naturally or normally 
love God.  In other words, because of the Fall, that radically and 
negatively ruined us, loving God is no longer normal to us and it doesn’t 
come naturally.  Another way of understanding this is that it is 
abnormal for the sons and daughters of Adam to love God.  And all the 
various manifestations of sin are birthed by this lack of love for God. 
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But our dilemma is worse than that because part of being fallen is 
that we cannot fix this problem.  As broken creatures, we cannot 
suddenly begin to love God.  We are totally unable to initiate any love 
for God using will-power or human determinism or choice.  But our 
plight is actually worse than simply being unable to love God.  Because 
the Bible goes on to teach that we cannot suddenly begin to love God, 
because we don’t want to. 

But it is important to understand that human beings are not 
“victims” of Adam’s Sin.  No, we are fully culpable of our condition 
because we genuinely do not love God at all.  In fact, part of our 
destroyed condition is that every baby who has been born after Adam’s 
rebellion is a “God-hater” by nature.  So, left to ourselves, without any 
intervening by God the Holy Spirit, human beings not only do not love 
God, we hate Him, and we set our affections on things that He made 
rather than on Him.  And that action makes us “fall short” of God’s 
Glory, it belittles God’s Glory.  In our sinful state, we look at the 
magnificent Glory of God, and we are blind to its brilliance and we do 
not treasure its infinite Value and we say, “No thanks, I’d rather have 
something else.”         

But because we don’t love God doesn’t mean we don’t love at all.  
We do.  Since the Fall, human beings love things that have been made 
and that are passing away.  We delight in trinkets while the most 
brilliant, the most glorious, the most beautiful, the most lovely Being in 
the Universe is ignored.  We enjoy setting our affections on created 
things rather than the Creator.  Every day we behold the magnificence 
of God’s Creation, and we stand and behold God’s Glory as He chooses 
to make clear, or manifest one or more of His pristine Attributes, and 
we turn away from that, and we set our affections and we marvel at and 
we wonder after something base and unworthy. 

    So, we are blind to the whitest light in the Universe.  We cannot 
see the largest most obvious Reality in the Universe.  We do not marvel 
at the most important Being of all, and we do not love what is infinitely 
lovely.  We play with tin toys while the majesty of God stands before us, 
and we are happy.  That is what it means to be fallen. 
 The Bible says that being fallen is a “spiritual deadness”.  Not 
merely a “sickness”, way beyond a “hindrance”, and not a mere 
“separation”, but the complete absence of any “spiritual life”.  And the 
Bible teaches that this “absence of spiritual life” is manifested in an 
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“ignorance”, and in a “blindness”, and in a “deafness”, and in an 
“inability”, and in an “unwillingness”.         

But this ignorance has nothing to do with a “lack of information”.  
And therefore, common sense won’t fix it.  This blindness has nothing to 
do with the Object that we are supposed to see not being clear enough.   
The problem is in our eyes.  This deafness has nothing to do with God 
not speaking loud enough.  The problem is in our ears.  And 
1Corinthians 2:14 teaches that, before the miracle of the New Birth, 
human beings are both unable and unwilling to believe when it says: 
     
But a natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are 
foolishness to him; and he cannot understand them, because they are 
spiritually appraised.  
 
… so, if anyone is going to love God at all, God must be the One Who 
initiates contact with us to give us new, spiritual life because we cannot 
and we will not initiate contact with God in our lost condition.  And God 
has chosen to perform that miracle of “initial contact” through the 
“foolishness of the Word preached”. 
 And over in 2Corinthians 3-4, the Apostle Paul gives us the details 
of this amazing miraculous dynamic.  In those two Chapters, Paul was 
“moved along” by God the Holy Spirit to show us just how God gives us 
new spiritual life through the foolishness of the Word preached. 
 
 In 3:14-15, Paul uses the example of the unbelieving Jew as a 

template to teach us that all lost people have a “veil lying over 
their hearts”, and thus, they are both unable and unwilling to see 
the Glory that surpasses the Glory that was under the Old 
Covenant. 

 In 3:16-18, Paul is teaching that as the Word of God is preached 
and taught, God removes the veil and the lost person sees “the 
Glory of the Lord”. 

 In 3:18, Paul says that when the lost individual “sees” the Glory of 
the Lord, he is changed “into the same Image”.   

 In 3:18, Paul says that this “change” is from one realm of glory to 
the next, “just as from the Lord, the Spirit”. 
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 In the first few verses of Chapter 4, the Apostle is teaching that 
this unveiling comes through the preaching of the Gospel, and 
what kind of man should preach the Gospel. 

 In 4:3-4, Paul says that the hearts of the lost are “veiled” so they 
cannot see the Light of the Gospel of the Glory of Christ, Who is 
the Image of God. 

 In 4:4, Paul says, “the god of this world has blinded the minds of the 
lost”. 

 In 4:5, Paul says we preach “Christ Jesus as Lord”. 
 In 4:6, the Apostle teaches that in the same way that God the 

Spirit took the Word of God to create Light in the beginning, God 
the Spirit takes the preached Word and gives light to the lost so 
they may see. 

 In 4:6, Paul makes clear that the greatest Glory of God is to be 
found in the Face of Jesus Christ, as He is preached. 
 
So, as Jesus is preached, God the Spirit takes the Word and He 

unveils the minds and hearts of the lost.  This is what both Jeremiah 
and Ezekiel promised would happen.  And as the people behold the 
Glory of God in the Face of Jesus Christ, they are changed.  This is how 
God has chosen to give new spiritual life to those He has chosen.  This 
is what is also called being “Born Again” or being “Regenerated”.   

God the Holy Spirit comes to dead, deaf, blind, hard-hearted, 
fallen people and He interrupts their lives, He imposes Himself on 
them, He violates their will, and He sovereignly, graciously gives them 
new Life.  And with those new eyes, they see.  And with those new ears, 
they hear.  And with that new heart, they have both the desire and 
ability to believe. 

And their human response to what God has sovereignly done is 
that they behold the Glory of God in the Face of Jesus Christ.  And as 
they behold the Beauty and Magnificence of Jesus, they immediately 
understand how wicked they are, how sinful they are, and how evil they 
are.  Comparing themselves to the Image of God that they see in Jesus 
through the Word that is preached, their only response is to cry out for 
Mercy and hate their sin and be changed! 

But you cannot change into the Image that you see if you do not 
see in the first place. To expect people to adopt the morality of the New 
Testament without beholding the God of the New Testament is to doom 
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them to a schizophrenic life of failure and legalism.  So, until they see 
the Glory of God in the Face of Jesus Christ, the veil remains and the 
people are not changed.  And they cannot and they will not see the 
Glory of God in Jesus until He is preached and taught in His fullness.  
And this is the Biblical dynamic that is in such short supply these days.  
People do not change because they have not seen the Glory of God in the 
Face of Jesus Christ.  And they have not seen God’s Glory because 
Jesus, in His magnificence, is not being preached. 

The American pulpit is not filled with God.  It is filled with politics 
and therapeutic Deism, and it is filled with jokes and clever phrases 
and many “how to” lists, but it is not filled with God.  It is not filled 
with God and the particularities of His amazing and breathtaking 
Holiness.  And the result is that people are not beholding the Glory of 
God in the Face of Jesus Christ.  And the result of remaining ignorant 
and blind and deaf and dead is that God is not glorified and people are 
not changing. 

People are being told that they are the focus of God in the 
Universe.  And this “Man-centered gospel” is destroying people.  And I 
am convinced that it is the fact that far too many people in the modern 
Church no longer admire or wonder after Who God is as to why we see 
so much carnality, so much lukewarmness, so much shallowness and 
worldliness. 

And the reason that so many men are caught up in pornography, 
the reason that God’s people are satisfied with smoke machines and 
light shows during the Worship Service, the reason that Scripture is 
placed on bumpers and ball-caps, but is seldom, if ever, actually lived 
out in the lives that are smitten with love for God, is because God’s 
Glory has not been seen.         

So, when you “see” in God’s Word that God has all Power over 
everything He made (Omnipotence), and therefore, He is able to “work 
all things together for the greater ‘Good’ of His Own Glory” and 
ultimately the fullness of Joy for those who have put their Trust in 
Him; when you “see” that God knows everything about everything 
(Omniscience), and therefore, God sees the past, present, and future all 
at once; or that all of God is everywhere, simultaneously (Omni-
Present), and therefore, we may enter God’s Presence anywhere we are 
at any time and have His full attention; when you “see” that God never 
changes (Immutable), and therefore, He never changes His Mind based 
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on unforeseen circumstances and that we can place our absolute trust 
in what He says; or when you “see” that God is Love, and therefore, we 
are safe in Him precisely because He does not love us more than He 
loves Himself; when you “see” that God is Righteous, and therefore, 
everything He says and does is morally proper and correct and of the 
highest degree of Integrity, and that includes the slaughter of the 
Canaanite men, women, and children, and allowing His Own children to 
suffer.  When you begin to “see” God in the Beauty of His Holiness, you 
cannot help but become overwhelmed with His Importance and you 
repent and you change.   

So, there is an infinite difference between God and us. God’s 
Holiness is transcendent, pure, absolute uniqueness, which means that 
when we actually “see” His Holiness most clearly, we not only feel 
unworthy the way Isaiah did in Isaiah 6:5, when he said:  
 
Woe is me, for I am ruined!  Because I am a man of unclean lips . . . For my 
eyes have seen the King, the Lᴏrd of hosts!”  
 
… we not only respond like that, but we are also confronted with 
strange things; things that, at first, don’t make sense to us. So, God’s 
Holiness is not only “other”, it is very strange to fallen human beings. 
And when we see God’s Holiness most clearly in the Bible, it has 
unexpected implications for our lives. So, just about the time that we 
think we have the Gospel figured out and are on our way to living in 
accord with the Gospel, suddenly we are confronted with a part of the 
implications of God’s Holiness, and we are baffled. We see it as being 
very strange. 

And, at that point, many people just “tune out”.  At the point 
where God doesn’t make sense to their natural minds, they stop 
listening to what the Bible has to say. They have begun to make some 
sense of God, and suddenly the Bible draws out an implication of His 
Holiness that doesn’t fit our way of thinking about Him.  And this 
throws people for a loop. 

And that is what is happening here in 1Peter 1:13-21.  And I’m 
giving you advanced warning, so you won’t “tune out” and “run away” 
from what this Passage says.  But I pray you will humble yourselves 
and ask God for new light to see Jesus as the highest and best Radiance 
of God’s Glory, and that you will have a much larger understanding of 



Page | 8  
 

God and His Holiness, and that you will grow into greater affections in 
worship and more robust obedience, so that your own holiness would be 
more “strange” to the general population, just like God’s is. 

Now here in this Passage God the Holy Spirit moved the Apostle 
Peter along to give us three Commands, three imperative verbs.  All the 
other 16 verbs are participles, 15 indicative, with one infinitive. That 
means there are three Divine Commands for us here, and everything 
else Peter wrote here is simply an explanation and an argument for 
those three Commands. 

And we went over the first Command last time: 
 
1Peter 1:13b 
… fix your hope completely on the grace to be brought to you at the revelation 
of Jesus Christ.  
 

So, Peter tells us to “Hope fully!” or “Hope Completely!”  And this 
is a Command to all born again believers, that we experience full, 
strong Hope so that when Jesus comes back to this earth, we will 
experience a new and powerful Grace, and this Grace will be all-
satisfying. In other words, Peter wants us to feel profoundly confident 
in the final outcome of our lives at the Second Coming or the Revelation 
of Jesus Christ. So, while it is true that we have Grace right now, it is 
also true that when Jesus comes back we will have even more Grace.  
We will have another Grace. And so, we are to look forward to a Grace 
that has not yet materialized.  And we are to “hope” for that Grace.  
And when Jesus comes back, our Hope in this Grace will be fulfilled.   

Now I suppose there are some of you here today, who have never 
even heard of a Grace that we do not have right now, a Grace that will 
be here when Jesus comes back, because until I began studying for my 
“journey” through 1Peter, I never did.  So, the fact that we do not have 
the fullness of Grace right now, and the fact that Jesus is bringing 
another type of Grace with Him, is a fairly large issue.  And yet Peter is 
not only teaching us about that Grace that will be in the future, but he 
is also commanding us to hope in it.   

But we are told not to simply hope in this Grace, but to hope fully, 
not casually or mildly, but completely.  And that tells me that this 
Grace, that will be here when Jesus comes back, must be some kinda-
Grace.  Because the Grace that saved me and the Grace that keeps me 
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saved is amazing.  I am flabbergasted at that Grace.  But, evidently, 
this Grace, to be revealed at some point when Jesus returns, is an even 
greater Grace.  It will be an eternally satisfying Grace, one that 
surpasses the Grace that was able to overcome my natural tendency to 
run away from God.  The Grace that is coming is superior to the Grace 
that was able to override my own inherent rebellion to and my hatred of 
God.  And the Grace that will be here when Jesus comes back is going to 
be better than the Grace that keeps me as a child of God, even though I 
fail Him every day!  The Grace that will be here in the future is so 
great, the Apostle Peter is commanding us to hope completely in it!   

Now the second imperative or the second Command is found at 
the end of verse 15. But let’s read 14 and 15 to see the flow: 
 
14 As obedient children, do not be conformed to the former lusts which were 
yours in your ignorance,  
15 but like the Holy One who called you, be holy yourselves also in all your 
behavior;  
 

Now the imperative or the Command is the verb “be”, or “become.” 
And specifically, the focus here is on the outcome of this “being” in our 
“doing”:  
 
be holy yourselves also in all your behavior.  
 

So, in verse 13 we have the Command to “hope completely”, and in 
verse 15 we have “be holy.” 

And the third Command is found in verse 17: 
 
If you address as Father the One who impartially judges according to each 
one's work, conduct yourselves in fear during the time of your stay on earth;  
 
… so the third Command here is: 
 
… conduct yourselves in fear during the time of your stay on earth 
 

So, in verse 15 the Command was “in all your behavior, be holy.” And 
in verse 17 the Command is “in all your behavior, fear.” And this “fear” is 
connected most closely with God’s Judgment. So, Peter is saying here: 
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WHEREAS: (or Since it is true) that God, impartially judges according to 
each one's work 
 
THEREFORE: conduct yourselves in fear during the time of your stay on 
earth 
 

So, after Peter spends twelve verses telling us what to believe 
about God, and about Salvation, and about Heaven, Peter then issues 
out three Divine Commands: 
 

1. Live in Hope 
2. Live in Holiness 
3. Live in Fear 

 
And with each one of these, the strangeness increases. The more 

Peter talks about this, the more odd it sounds to the world.  And this is 
what I meant earlier when I said that when we really begin to see God’s 
Holiness most clearly, we see strange things. Because God’s Holiness, 
His “Otherness”, has unexpected implications for our lives. We think we 
have the Gospel figured out, and then suddenly we meet some 
implications of God’s Holiness that sounds weird.  It sounds very odd 
and out of place and strange. Like telling persecuted believers: 
 
Live in Holiness 
 
… and then telling them that the “way” or the “means” or the “pathway” 
to do this is for them to live in Hope and to live in Fear. 

Now before we go too far, let’s make sure that we understand that 
the Holiness we are being called to as sons and daughters of the Lord 
Christ, is, indeed, “like” God’s Holiness.  Because, that is the Command.  
Nobody is told to invent or manufacture some form of Holiness that has 
nothing to do with God’s Own Personal Holiness.  We are not to create a 
man-made list of “human holiness” that comes about through will-
power and human effort.  Peter didn’t just say, “Be holy”.  He said be 
Holy “like”, or “to the same degree”, that God is Holy.  And that means 
that our own Holiness should mirror God’s Holiness. 
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 So, because we are told to be Holy in the same way that God is 
Holy, we see these strange Commands of “Hope” and “Fear”.  
 
15 but like the Holy One who called you, be holy yourselves also in all your 
behavior;  
16 because it is written, "YOU SHALL BE HOLY, FOR I AM HOLY." 
 

So, the Holiness of God is both the Pattern and the Ground for our 
own holiness. Notice the word “for” at the end of verse 16.  Peter took 
this right from Leviticus 11:44b that says, 
     
... be holy, for I am holy …  
 
… so, our Command to be Holy is based on the fact that God Himself is 
Holy.  And that means that God’s Holiness is the Ground or the Basis of 
our own holiness.  

Now notice the word “like” at the beginning of verse 15: 
 
but like the Holy One who called you, be holy yourselves also in all your 
behavior;  
 
… this word has to do with a pattern.  So, Peter is saying, “to the degree 
that God Himself is Holy, you also be holy in all your behavior”.  So, 
God’s Own pristine Holiness is the Pattern for us to follow.  So, God’s 
Holiness is both the Ground and the Pattern of our own holiness.  And 
this is why we are confronted with such strange sounding words in 
these verses, we are being called to be “like” God in His Holiness.  

Now remember that God’s Holiness is His “Uniqueness”, His 
“Otherness”.  God’s Holiness is Him being “one of a kind”. And because 
that is true, it shouldn’t be surprising then that the implications of this 
are so surprising:  
 

1. Live in Hope 
2. Live in Fear 

 
… so that you become like God and live in Holiness. 

And this is everything we want for ourselves and those we love!   
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We want everyone, who names the Name of Jesus, to taste what it is to 
hope fully in the Grace that is coming to us when Christ returns. We 
want them to obey verse 13b: 
 
fix your hope completely on the grace to be brought to you at the revelation of 
Jesus Christ.  
 

And we want to be a people who possesses unshakeable, “Biblical 
Optimism”, the Optimism that, because of the what God has done for us 
and to us and in us, God is no longer angry with us.  God is “for” His 
Church, and that Truth produces an Optimism for what God will do 
with His Church in this world. 

So, we must never fear the future.  We are never told to fear the 
evil that is coming on the world.  But we are told to fear God.  And so, 
even though many of us are startled with how quickly the American 
Church has caved in and acquiesced to a world that is flaunting its evil 
more openly than Americans have been accustomed to, we must realize 
that what we see around us is not new in the world.  

There have been cultures that were much more blatantly immoral 
than ours. But we are the ones who are going to have to deal with 
manifestations of sinfulness that were more restrained in past decades 
in this country. And therefore, our first impulse is to lose our hope in 
God and in what God is going to do in His Church and in the world. 

But we must never become flimsy optimists, whose hopes sink 
with every new outrage.  We must develop an unshakable Hope in what 
God has said in Scripture, and that will make us unshakable optimists, 
whose hope is full and strong, because of the Grace that is coming to us 
at the Revelation of Jesus Christ, not to mention all the Grace that 
arrives in our lives for strength every day. 

We want to taste the holy “fear of God”, Who is both our Kind and 
Merciful “Father”, and our severe and frightening “Judge”. So, we want 
to obey verse 17 that says:  
 
conduct yourselves in fear during the time of your stay on earth;  
 

We don’t want to be emotionally fragile people, who can only be 
told to hope, because if we are told to fear, we collapse with no 
emotional capacities for such a thing. We don’t want to be a people, who 
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have no built categories for holy fear alongside of hoping fully. We don’t 
want to be a people, whose hope is the kind that vanishes when they 
fear God. We want to be a people, who are as strange as this text is 
strange; a people who are as paradoxical in their emotional capacities 
as the Holiness of God demands. 

And we want to be a people who can taste the Holiness of God 
implanted in our own souls as children born again by the Holy Spirit, 
who now bear the family traits from the Father of Holiness. And we 
want to obey verses 15-16:  
 
but like the Holy One who called you, be holy yourselves also in all your 
behavior; because it is written, "YOU SHALL BE HOLY, FOR I AM HOLY."  
 

We want to be strange and wonderful and hopeful and fearful and 
courageous and strong and joyful and wise people- who are shaped by 
the glorious “Otherness” of God, so that our lives are a winsome 
paradox in this world. 

And this is why we, who lead in this hour, immerse ourselves in 
the Bible, the holy Word of the holy God. This is why we linger long 
over strange and wonderful Passages, in both our prayers and our 
expectations, that God will free us from our former ignorance and give 
us mental categories we never knew before, and that He will awaken 
emotional capacities that we never thought we could have. 

So, let’s do some of that now with three Commands: 
 

1. Live in Hope 
2. Live in Holiness 
3. Live in holy Fear 

 
.. and let’s focus on the Hope and the Fear today, because that feeds 
into a life of Holiness. 

Now this first Chapter of 1Peter is overwhelmingly a chapter of 
Hope.  
 
 Verse 3b: God has “caused us to be born again to a living hope 

through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.” 
 Verse 4: Our eternal Inheritance is imperishable, undefiled, and 

unfading.” It is being “kept in heaven” for us. 
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 Verse 5, we are being kept for our Inheritence: “who are protected 
by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed 
in the last time.”  

 
… and Peter wrote this to people, who were struggling with horrific 
suffering.  And he wrote this to make them, and us, unshakably secure 
and hopeful, to help us “hope fully” (verse 13).  But he didn’t stop there: 
 
Verse 8b-9 “rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory, obtaining as the 
outcome of your faith the salvation of your souls.”  
Verse 13, the command to hope completely in the coming Grace. 
Verses 18–19, “You were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or 
gold from your futile way of life inherited from your forefathers, but with 
precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ.”  
 
… in other words, the Price of your Redemption cannot spoil or fade 
away. This points again to rock-solid Hope.  But he goes on: 
 
Verse 21: “God raised Him from the dead and gave Him glory, so that your 
faith and hope are in God.”  
Verse 23, “You have been born again . . . through the living and enduring 
word of God.”  
 
… so, both the Cause and the sustaining Basis of your New Birth is 
living and lasting, so that you will hope completely!  So, I think it’s 
crystal clear that Peter wants his readers to live in unshakable Hope. 
And when he says in verse 13 that you should “hope completely” by 
preparing your minds for action (gird up the loins of your mind), and by 
being sober, he is telling us how to maintain this Hope. So, be awake 
and nimble on your mental feet to trace out every reason for Hope that 
God gives. And spot every hope-destroying untruth and discard it, 
because the mind is a means of Hope. 

Then in verses 14-15, Peter shows how God works to make Hope 
the fuel of Holiness. I see five steps in verses 14 and 15. 
 
1. Call 

First, God calls us. Verse 15: “but like the Holy One who called you.” 
This is virtually the same as God causing our New Birth back in verse 
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3: God caused us to be born again to a living hope. God’s sovereign Call 
raises us from the spiritual deadness and blindness. And the Goal of 
this Call, this New Birth, is so that we can be alive to hope-giving 
Truth. 
 
2. Children 

Second, the effect of this Call, this New Birth, is that we become 
the children of God. Verse 14: “As obedient children.” In the New Birth, 
we receive a new nature in the likeness of our Father in Heaven. This is 
why verse 3 says we are born again to a “living hope”. Nothing is more 
hopeful than to be in God’s Family. 
 
3. New Sight 

The third step is that this New Birth overcomes the spiritual 
blindness and ignorance we once had to what is truly desirable. We see 
things radically differently now. Verse 14: “do not be conformed to the 
former lusts which were yours in your ignorance.” We are not blind and 
ignorant and foolish anymore! We’re not ignorant of God’s infinite 
Worth any more. Now we see the Holiness of God as the supreme Value 
in the Universe! 
 
4. New Desires 

The fourth step is that instead of our “old desires in ignorance” we 
now have “new desires in knowledge of the Truth”. This is what we are 
doing when we “prepare our minds for action” in verse 13, we are now 
using our minds to “know” or to “see” Truth. And that knowledge is 
mainly all the reasons for Hope that have been laid out in Chapter 1 of 
First Peter. 
 
5. Holy Conduct 

And the fifth step is that we obey verse 15, to “be holy in all your 
behavior.” 
 
… and that means that biblical Holiness is born of: 
 
 God’s Sovereign Call, the New Birth 
 The Entrance into God’s Family 
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 The replacing of ignorance with Knowledge, the Knowledge of all 
the grounds for Hope Peter is laying out 

 New hope-filled Desires 
 A growing experience of Holiness in all of life 

 
So, the “preparing the mind for action” in verse 13 is meant to help 

us to “hope completely”.  Peter says: 
 
“prepar[ing] your minds for action . . . set your hope completely on the grace”  
 
… and the way the mind does this is by overcoming the “ignorance” that 
verse 14 talks about, because that ignorance produced the desires of 
ignorance which produced unholy behavior.  But now the sober, active, 
born-again mind sees the Truth of Christ and the Beauty of Holiness, 
and that Truth and Beauty produces new desires, and those new desires 
produces new, holy behavior.  So unshakable Hope, confident desire in 
the Truth and Beauty of Jesus Christ is the “fuel” of us “being holy as 
God is Holy”. 

Which makes the final question now all the more urgent:  
 
What is the role of fear?  
 

We’ve looked at the Commands, “Live in Hope.” And: “Live in 
Holiness.” And we’ve seen that living in Hope is absolutely essential to 
living in Holiness. So, what about living in “holy Fear”?  Peter gives us 
guidance with verse 17: 

 
If you address as Father the One who impartially judges according to each 
one's work, conduct yourselves in fear during the time of your stay on earth;  
 

Peter will not let us slip away from this great paradox about God. 
He insists on calling the “Judge” our “Father”, and he is calling our 
“Father” the “Judge”. And just when you find yourself slipping toward 
presumption that your Father is behind the bench, he reminds you that 
the Judge: 
 
… impartially judges according to each one's work … 
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And that means that there are not different Standards of  
Judgment: one low Standard for the Judge’s children, and one high 
Standard for the others. 

And just when you are starting to feel hopeless about this Reality, 
Peter reminds you that this earthly life is for you only for a season: 
 
… conduct yourselves in fear during the time of your stay on earth 
 

Now notice that the words “on earth” are in italics here.  And that 
means that Peter didn’t write them.  These words were added by the 
translators to try to help us understand the verse better.  And the way 
we should look at this is to put this in context.  And the context here is 
that these people, who have been made “aliens” by being “born again” 
have now been made “scattered” by the Roman Emperor, Nero.  And 
Peter is reminding these “suffering saints” that this life is very short 
compared to Eternity.  And so, even if a person would live to 125, that is 
nothing compared to what God has prepared for those who love Him.  
And even if a person suffers horribly every day of his miserable life on 
earth, that is nothing compared with the Glory and the Grace that is 
coming when Jesus returns. 

So, in context with Peter’s immediate audience, he tells them to: 
 
… conduct yourselves in fear during the time of your stay [as an exile] 
 
… but in context with us, who live 21 Centuries later, Peter says: 
 
… conduct yourselves in fear during the time of your stay [as a believer in a 
nation that is quickly transforming into a pagan land] 
 

So, God really is your Father.  And Heaven really is your Home.  
And Grace really is coming to you at the Revelation of Jesus Christ.  So, 
Peter doggedly holds onto both poles of this paradox:  
 
Father and Judge 
 

So, he reminds these pilgrims and strangers of two things: 
 

1. Impartial Judgment 
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2. Heaven-bound Exiles 
 

In fact, he makes this “Fear” all the more strange by the following 
verses, 18–21. These verses are clearly an argument for the Command 
to conduct yourselves in fear during the time of your stay in verse 17. Notice 
the connection between the command in verse 17 and the statement in 
verses 18-19:  
 
Conduct yourselves in fear during the time of your stay on earth; knowing 
that you were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold from 
your futile way of life inherited from your forefathers, but with precious 
blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ.  
 

In other words, fear God because you were redeemed with 
something that is infinitely Valuable and that will not perish. In other 
words, it is something you can base your whole future on. In other 
words, we are to conduct ourselves in fear because Christ paid infinitely 
to free us from perishing? How does that makes sense?  Wouldn’t the 
fact that Christ paid to free us eliminate any fear we might have?  This 
is so strange. 

And the argument goes on in the same way in verses 20-21: 
 
20 For He was foreknown before the foundation of the world, but has 
appeared in these last times for the sake of you  
21 who through Him are believers in God, who raised Him from the dead and 
gave Him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God.  
 

So, Peter is saying that the “Fear” of verse 17 is grounded on four 
things: 
 

1. The fact that God judges impartially according to our work. 
2. The fact that the Judge is our Father. 
3. The fact that Christ ransomed us with precious and lasting Blood. 
4. The fact that God raised Him from the dead so that our hope 

would be in God. 
 

All of which means that there is a real kind of holy Fear that does 
not destroy strong, confident Hope, it doesn’t fight against that Hope or 
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diminish it.  This Fear exists side by side with this Hope, and this Fear 
deepens our Hope and it strengthens it.  And the combination of Hope 
and Fear leads to a holy life that is glorifying to God and wonderful to 
us, and is as strange to the world as God’s Own Holiness is. 

So, based on what we saw about the Origin and Nature of this 
Hope in verses 14 and 15, I would describe holy Fear like this in 
distinction from unholy fear: 
 
Unholy Fear: 
 
 Runs away from God’s Judgment of sin. 
 It looks for safety in all kinds of excuses and moral and religious 

camouflage. 
 
Holy Fear 
 
 Runs away from the sin itself. 
 It looks for Safety in the pardoning and empowering Grace of God. 

 
Or here is a more provocative way to put it:  

 
Unholy Fear runs away from the One Who judges those who don’t hope fully in 
God, while Holy Fear runs away from not hoping in God into the arms of the 
Judge, his Father. 
 
Unholy Fear ignores the Preciousness of the Ransom and trembles at the Judgment 
of God, while Holy Fear cherishes the Ransom and trembles at the prospect of 
insulting the Goodness of the One Who paid it. 
 

Or to use an illustration that a child can understand.  Our 
neighbors around the corner had a pet tiger.  And they came to visit us 
one day in a van with the tiger in it.  And Simeon was no older than 
eight, and he found himself close to the van where the tiger was.  And 
when I asked Simeon to run back to the house to get something, the 
tiger reached out and pawed him and gave a loud and low growl. It 
scared Simeon and us, but the neighbor called out and said, “You better 
just walk slowly, he doesn’t like it when people run away from him. 
He’d rather go with you.” 
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That is what Peter is talking about here.  God is very scary when 
you are running away from Him or fighting against Him.  When you put 
all your hope, and desires in something besides Him, God is frightening.  
But if you will hope completely in the Grace that He gives and the trust 
in the Treasure that He is, God will walk with you and be your Friend 
and your Protector and your Father, until you can get home. 

So, live in Hope. And live in Holiness. And live in holy Fear. 
Because,   
 
“You shall be holy, for I am holy.” 
 
Amen.  Let’s pray. 
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