


 

The dilemma of the gospel 

 5. “hope does not disappoint us, because 
God has poured out his love into our hearts 
by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us.” 

6. “You see, at just the right time, when we 
were still powerless, Christ died for the 
ungodly.”  

7. “Very rarely will anyone die for a 
righteous man, though for a good man 
someone might possibly dare to die.”   

8. “But God demonstrates his own love for 
us in this: While we were still sinners, 
Christ died for us” (Romans 5:5-8). 



The dilemma of the gospel 
• We’re taught to be good by our parents 

• We begin early to identify good and bad 
behavior and good and bad people. 

• We make comparisons to help ourselves 
look better (“At least I am not….”). 

• Then we are exposed by the gospel for our 
lack of goodness. 

• We learn that even the good we do is tainted 
and unworthy before God. 

• We learn that there is no difference; we’re 
all in the same condition (Romans 3:19-24) 

• We learn that we’re completely unable to lift 
ourselves out of our sin. 

 



 Salvation cannot be earned or 

deserved 

 

 Ephesians 2:8-9 “For it is by grace you have 

been saved, through faith—and this is not from 

yourselves, it is the gift of God— not by works, 

so that no one can boast.” 

 Titus 3:5-6 “He saved us, not because of 

righteous things we had done, but because of 

his mercy.” 

 Galatians 2:21 ”if right standing with God could 

be gained through the law, Christ died for 

nothing!” 

 

 

 



 

Salvation - a cooperative effort… 
 

• God doesn’t say, “If I can combine the sacrificial 
death of Christ with your faith and obedience, we 
will have what it takes to secure your eternal 
place in heaven.”  

• Faith, relating to salvation, is a trusting response 
focused on the object of trust—Jesus Christ, not 
my faith, works or godly living (see: Galatians 
2:21; Ephesians 2:8-10; Titus 3:5).  

• Our faith doesn’t accomplish salvation—nor is it 
the basis of assurance (see: John 6:44, 65; 
Matthew 11:27; II Corinthians 5:17-21).) 



Four Truths of  the Gospel 

 1. Salvation is a gift (Romans 6:23) 

 2. Salvation is through Jesus Christ 

(John 14:6; Acts 4:12) 

 3. Salvation is eternally secure (John 

6:37-40; 10:27-29; Romans 8:38-39) 

 4. Salvation by God’s grace is the motive 

for godly living.  It’s what God did through 

grace, not what I do to keep myself worthy 

of grace. 

 



 

Salvation is secure in Christ for 
eternity. 

 1. The keeping power of  God (Jn. 6:39-40; 
10:27-29; Jude 24; Phil. 1:6; I Cor. 10:13; II 
Thess. 3:3; II Tim. 1:12; I Pet. 5:10).  

2. The promise of  Christ (Jn. 6:37; 10:27-29; 
cf. Heb. 7:25).  

3. The love of  God (Rom. 8:38-39; I Jn. 
4:10,19).   

4. The gift of eternal life (Jn. 3:16, 36; 4:14, 36; 
5:24,39; 6:27, 40, 47, 68) 

 



Why the Amish reject security of  salvation 

 First, the individual is accountable to the 
community.  

 
  
  

 

 “An Anabaptist theology such as the Amish 
profess expresses a radically different way of 
claiming the grace of God as a community of 
the Spirit.” 

 

 "One of the virtues Amish prize, is humility … 
and one aspect of that humility is to make no 
arrogant claims about their confidence of 
special status with God.” 

 

  

 
 



Why the Amish reject security of  salvation 

 Second, God is judge and we must not 

presume on His judgment.  

 

 “Their belief is that God only saves through 

grace and mercy, but that it is not proper to 

make a judgment or proclamation of one's 

salvation until that appointed Day of 

Judgment. In other words, God is offended 

when we assume his judgment.”  

 



Five verdicts of God 
1. I stand condemned before God as one guilty 

of sin and deserving of God’s judgment 
(Romans 3:10,23:6:23a; James 2:10) 

2. Apart from the mercy and grace of God in 
Christ, I remain forever under God’s just 
condemnation (John 3:18,36; Titus 3:5). 

3. I cannot by any effort of my own improve my 
standing before God (Romans 4:5; 
5:6; Galatians 2:16, 21; Ephesians 2:8-9). 

4. What I cannot do, God did for me when Jesus 
Christ bore the just penalty my sin deserved 
(Romans 5:8; 8:3-4; II Corinthians 5:17,18,21; 
Galatians 3:13). 

5. There is no condemnation to those who are in 
Christ (Romans 8:1, 32-39). 

  
 


